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Oﬃcials predict as many as 15
storms this hurricane season

warned that this
year’s hurricane season in the Atlantic
was
likely
be
“near-normal”.

By Kenichi Serino

Officials are predicting this hurricane season will see as many
as 15 storms, though it
is not yet known what
danger they will pose
to St. Kitts and Nevis.

There was, however,
a 30 percent chance
of the season being
either above or below
normal.

St Christopher Air &
Sea Ports Authority
(SCAPSA) meteorological officer Delver
Martin said several
organisations
have
done
predictions
of this year’s hurricane season with
the National Oceanic
and
Atmospheric
Administration
(NOAA)
estimating between nine and
15 storms and the
Weather Channel predicting 14.

NOAA
predicted
that there would be
a range of 9 to 15
named storms with
winds of 39mph or
higher. About four to
eight of these could
become hurricanes.

“We’re expecting a
normal season but
regardless
that’s
a lot of activity,”
said Dr. Gerry Bell,
lead seasonal hurricane forecaster at
SCASPA meteorological oﬃcer Delver Martin speaks at a National Emergency Management Agency meeting. He
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Alexandra and JNF Hospitals
working toward global BabyFriendly Hospital certiﬁcation

The main healthcare facilities in
St. Kitts and on Nevis, the Joseph
N. France General Hospital
and the Alexandra Hospital respectively, are in the process of
working toward certification as
Baby-Friendly Hospitals, as part
of the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) and the World
Health Organization (WHO) BabyFriendly Hospital Initiative (BFHI)
launched in 1991.
Latoya Matthew-Duncan, Nutrition
Surveillance Coordinator in the
Health Promotion Unit in St. Kitts,
while filming a documentary at
the Alexandra Hospital on May
23, 2019, told the Department of
Information that the move is to
help increase the healthy practice of
breastfeeding in the Federation.
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hospitals to attain Baby-Friendly
certification…During the past years
the numbers for breastfeeding has
dwindled severely so we are really
trying to help persons to focus more
on breastfeeding and to have less
formula fed babies.
One of the major goals of BFHI,
or being baby-friendly, is to ensure
that babies are breastfed exclusively for six months. When we
say exclusively it means no water,
no formula, just breast milk. If
it’s not from the breast it’s not exclusive. So we want to encourage
persons to breastfeed exclusively
for six months. Give babies only
breastmilk for the first six months
of their lives and then you can introduce complimentary foods after the
first six months…and you continue
to breastfeed up to 24 or even 48
months if you wish,” she said.

Hazel Brandy-Williams, Junior Minister of Health at the Alexandra Hospital’s Maternity

Ward on May 23, 2019.
“St. Kitts and Nevis is currently on
the path to attaining Baby-Friendly
status. So basically this is a part The BFHI programme is meant women, mothers and newborns at this is part of the accreditation,” she
of the BFHI which helps different to improve the care of pregnant health facilities providing maternity said.
services, for protecting promoting
and supporting breastfeeding in Matthew-Duncan added that if they
accordance with the International are successful in their bid for cerCode for Marketing of Breastmilk tification, it would mean that the
hospitals would join other health
Substitutes.
institutions around the world who
Matthew-Duncan noted that there is are known as Baby-Friendly instia certification process that the insti- tutions. It would mean as it relates
tutions will have to undergo which to breast feeding, at the Joseph N.
calls for external assessors visiting France General Hospital and the
the island to evaluate and observe Alexandra Hospital, the ideal meal
how baby-friendly both hospitals or supplement would be breastmilk. Anything else would have
are.
to be either prescribed by a doctor
“Basically they would be observing or could only be used in extreme
in the different departments…The circumstances.
baby-friendly institutions cannot
promote any company that sells for- Hazel Brandy-Williams, Junior
mula. So for example, you can have Minister of Health on Nevis, who
a poster on the wall that supports met with the team at the Maternity
breastfeeding but if it has on a logo Ward, endorsed the breastfeeding
from a company that sells formula, programme adding, “I would like to
that’s against the rules. So that is place on record that breastfed babies
are the best. They are the happiest and
one of the failing points.
they are definitely the healthiest.”
“Another thing, they can stop any
individual who works at the institu- Also present were Katrina Smith,
tion, for example domestic workers, Pan American Health Organisation’s
laundry individuals, maintenance, Country Programme Specialist
and they can ask them basic things for St. Kitts and Nevis; Dhaima
about breastfeeding, for example Golding, Assistant Nurse Manager
‘What are the benefits of breast and Breastfeeding Coordinator at
the Alexandra Hospital; and Nurse
feeding?’
Adriene
Ward-Stanley,
Nurse
‘What is a position used for breast Manager at the Alexandra Hospital.
feeding?’ They can ask basic questions about that. So they expect Photo Caption: Hazel Brandymost of the staff at the institutions Williams, Junior Minister of Health at
to be familiar with most of the basic the Alexandra Hospital’s Maternity
information about breastfeeding. So Ward on May 23, 2019.
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EDITORIAL

Open justice means
open to the media
Two weeks ago, Greek heir and cannabis businessman Alki David appeared in
the Bassettere Magistrate’s Court to face charges of drug importation, possession and intent to supply.
The court appearance was the culmination of a week of controversy, news
stories and, unfortunately, misinformation and outright lies, largely spread on
social media. David’s appearance would be the first time this matter would be
vetted in the uncompromising, no-nonsense, light of a courtroom.
Unfortunately, when media attempted to enter the courtroom they were barred
entry by an officer of the court. When a journalist from The Observer asked
why the media were being barred entry, the response came in the form of the
officer physically pushing the journalist outside.
While the interaction was a small one, its implications are significant and one
we would argue goes against the principle of open justice.
Duhaine’s law dictionary defines ‘open justice’ as the notion that court proceedings should be held in public view and court documents and decisions
made available to the public.
There are good reasons for this. People should be allowed to see justice is done
and that it is done fairly. This instils confidence in courts, the final arbiter of
laws passed by the government and a place where all are expected to be treated
equally before it.
However, not all people are able to attend a court proceeding, no matter its
importance to public debate. This is where the value of the media becomes
apparent.
Journalists attending court are not attending for their own curiosity, they are
there to observe on it and report on the proceedings to the broader public. For
this reason, their role is an indispensable one that sits between the notion that
courts should be open and that the public should be informed. So when the
media is barred from a court proceeding, it is not just the handful of journalists
who have been turned away but the St. Kitts and Nevis public itself.
Unfortunately, here in St. Kitts and Nevis we have a public discourse that is
occupied by spurious claims of “he said, she said” and outright propaganda.
It is because of this that reporting on court proceedings should be especially
valued, not turned away at the courthouse steps. It is in a courtroom that so
much bluster and blow turns to a soft breeze or even inert gas.
This is the value of open justice and the importance of the media being allowed to observe and report on court proceedings. That evidence given in
court should be seen for all and the court’s decisions transparent.
Open justice can also be interpreted to mean more than just media access to
courtrooms. It can also involve smaller, but important, things like a schedule
of hearings, published names of accused and witnesses as well as ready copies
of court documents. It should also mean that when a court proceeding is to be
behind closed doors, the media should be given reasons why the proceeding
will not be public.
There are limits to open justice and the media’s access to courts, in particular
to sexual assault cases and hearings involving minors. The law has recognised that those are special cases and created special rules for the media when
reporting on them. That’s understandable and the media, like everyone else,
must abide by the laws of the land. There are also cases of national security
when the public—and by extension the media—may not be allowed to view
court proceedings.
However, the default position for the media’s viewing of court proceeding
should be one of openness. When there is a decision to bar the media from
court, the response should be reasons explained in a way that is clear, sober
and appropriate for a court of law.
That response should not come in the form of a shove.
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Homeowner terriﬁed after two
guard dogs murdered

By Monique Washington

A Nevisian man is terrified for himself and
his family after two of
his guard dogs were
brutally killed within
a days of each other—
only a few feet from

“my god!” thinking to
myself that my children and myself have
“One of my dogs was go through with this
found dead on the again. I immediately
beach in front of my called my children to
house. He seemed inform them. They
to have major head came right away to
trauma, which caused help me,” Mestier said.
bleeding from the
one of his dogs was
killed.

An old photo of two dogs owned by Peter Mestier of Cades Bay which were recently killed.

his door.
Peter Mestier of Cades
Bay owned two dogs
that guarded his home,
both under two years
old.
A distraught Mestier
told The Observer that
while he was overseas
earlier in May, he received a call from his
daughter saying that

noise, mouth and eyes.
They also reported that
there was bleeding
coming from up under
the dogs leg,” he said.
Mestier said that less
than a week later his
second dog was found
dead in similar fashion.
“A week later my
other dog was murdered, I screamed out

“The
grandchildren
were traumatized and
asking ‘why are people
so bad?’”
After the second killing Mestier and his
family took the dead
dog to a vet who told
them the animal had
been stabbed or shot
with a ‘Monkey gun’.
However, he then took
the dog to second vet

matter. He said it appeared the dog’s skull
was hacked and there
were numerous stab
wounds all over the
animal’s body.

scared of what could
happen next and my
children said to me that
they refuse to leave my
grandchildren at my
house ever again.”

All of the incidents
were reported to police. Mestier said that
the police warned him
that his dog’s were
killed because someone might be preparing
to rob him . He said
This is not the first time that he is terrified bedogs owned by Mestier cause he doesn’t know
have been harmed. In the intentions of the
June of 2018, two oth- person who killed his
er dogs that belonged dogs.
to Mestier were killed
in what he believes to “My children and
grandchildren spend a
be a religious ritual.
lot of time with me at
He said one morning my house. My daughhe woke up and no- ter and her husband do
ticed a path that led to work at night also and
a dog’s body that was I would babysit for
littered with pieces of them,” said Mestier.
skull, blood and brain “We are all afraid and

Mestier has asked for
information regarding
his dogs and an award
of EC $1000 has been
offered for information
that leads to the guilty
persons.

who examined the
deceased animal and
could not find any
signs that the dog was
shot. The second vet
said the dog’s wounds
were about seven
inches deep and four
inches wide and were
all on the legs, which
made it appear the dog
was put on his back
and stabbed with a
sharp object.

“Please I beg for help
again, from the law,
something has to be
done. I’m terrified for
my own life,” said
Mestier.
“I’m up late every
night, worried what
may happen. It’s sad
that I have to live
like this, especially
in Nevis. We are desperately looking for
answers.”
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Rehabilitation on
“embarrassing”
road to begin

By Monique Washington

The Nevis Island
Administration (NIA)
is preparing to begin
one of its major road
projects and have
awarded a contract to
rehabilitate a piece
of road one minister has called “an
embarrassment”.
The upcoming road
project will see the
rehabilitation of the
road between Cotton
Ground to Vance
Amory International
Airport in two phases with the contract
awarded to Surrey
Paving.
Minister in charge of
Infrastructure
Hon

Spencer Brand has
called the road “an
embarrassment to the
island of Nevis” and
promised it would be
rehabilitated this year.
The road was reconstructed from 2000 to
2003, but has since
suffered water damage
in addition to normal
wear and tear.
That project was undertaken by Professional
Technologies Ltd and
cost an estimated US
$10 million.
Brand said during the
sitting of the Nevis
Island
Assembly
that the government
had decided to do
the new project in
two phases instead

of one. He said the
proposed road works
had turned out to be
more expensive than
planned.
“We would have split
the project into two
phases, that is from
Cotton Ground to
Cliff Dwellers. The
numbers
submitted was a bit out of
what we were thinking about spending at that time,” he
said. He said that
three
companies
sent in bids for the
road
rehabilitation
contract. Quotations
were
received
from
DEPCON
Construction, Kelly
constructions
and
Surrey Paving. “We
have looked at all

Minister in charge of infrastructure Spencer Brand

equipment and operators should be used
on the project. Brand
alerted all motorists
that when this project
begins there is expected
to be some in disruption
in the area as it relates
He said that all three to road construction.
contractors had been
advised that only local The minister, however,
of the numbers and
with the advice and
consultation and the
recommendation we
have decided to move
with Surrey Paving,”
he said.

did not say when exactly the project would
begin.
“We are hoping that
this project can get on
stream very shortly
once everything is in
place,” Brand said.
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Hurricane Relief Fund
Working for you…

RENOVATION OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD CENTERS

EMPLOYMENT
ACROSS FEDERATION

REPAIR OF
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

RENOVATION
OF SCHOOLS

Thousands of families served…
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WE TAKE YOU THERE!

Connecting 16 Destinations
St. Kitts, Nevis, St. Maarten,
Antigua, Aruba, Curacao, Bonaire,
Dominica, Guadeloupe, Haiti,
Saba, San Juan, St. Barth, Tortola,
Santo Domingo, St. Eustatius.

Book Your

Flight
Now also easy online
check in available!

VISIT YOUR FAVORITE TRAVEL AGENT,
CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND BOOKING

+1 721 545-4237

FLY-WINAIR.SX

CMYK
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CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
Vacancy
REAL ESTATE

Vacancy
REAL
ESTATE EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT REAL
ESTATE REAL ESTATE
EMPLOYMENT Vacancy
EMPLOYMENT
Vacancy
SPIRITUALITY
Vacancy

Banyan Tree Farm
Seeking Gardener
Contact : 665-2462

Vacancy
New Generation
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Handyman
needed
Building maintenance
3 Kings Services
contact 665-1926

Land for sale
Hanley’s Estate
6-7 ec per sq.ft
Contact :6629776

Vacancy
Tropical Engineering
Needs Shutter Installer
/ Service Technician
Contact: 763-5547

Vacancy
RSJ Enterprise
ONE DRIVER, SALES
CLERCK & CHEF
POBOX 638

Vacancy
Needs One reliable
male, between ages
of 25 to 40 years
Must have knowledge
of carpentry and be
able to do minor repairs
Limited Supervision
and have a drivers license
Contact: 664-9349

The Runaway Grill
New Castle is looking for Qualified and
experienced staff
Line Cook, Pizza
Staff and Servers.
Apply in person
between 2 and 6 P.M.
(869) 663-1494

Vacancy
Bernard Construction
Services
Wanted: Labourer
Contact :668-2752

New Generation
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy
New Generation
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

Prem Sukh Tayloring
Needs Seamstress
Contact: 665-9708

Vacancy
NEW MILEAGE
Needs a Store Assistant
Contact:667-0988

Vacancy
Striker’s Car Rental
Needs Mechanic
Contact:469-2654
or 662-9010

Vacancy

Specilize in all
types of spiritua-l
works- sickness
Removing of
evils-Blockages
Clearances- SuccessProsperity
Reading- ECTContact + 15926305590
or Whatsapp
- +15926305590.

Vacancy

Health Plus Pharmacy
Cashier
sales clerk
Pharmacy technicians
Pharmacist
Tel:465-1072

Sharky's is seeking two
retail store supervisor
with 3 years experience.
Spanish speaking will be
an asset.Please send application to hareshsadarangani@yahoo.com

Handyman need.
Building maintenance
3 Kings Services
contact 665-1926

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

2 Bedrooms,
unfurnish
Call:469-5723 6643077 665-1025

New Vibes Real Vibes
Bar & Snackette
Bartender & Cook
Telephone: 663-1751

CK’S Landscaping
Nursery Attendant/
Landscaping
Contact : 667-6155

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy
Zoe Sensational Life
Occupational
Physio Therapist
Naturopathic Doctor &
Organic Pastry Baker
Contact:660-3647

H&H
One Sales Clerk
Contact: 660-9790

M&K Construction
& Wood Work
Mason & Joiner
With a Manual
Driver Licences
Contact: 668-1458

Vacancy

Diamond Bar
Needs a Salesperson
Contact: 660-5569

Parry’s Woodwork Ltd
Seeking Painter/
Carpenter
Contact : 469-2368
or 663-2259

Universal Beauty Salon
Seeking Hairdresser
& Nail Tech
Contact: 765-2969

Vacancy
Ryan Construction
Needs Carpenter
Contact: 667-6872

Vacancy
Striker’s Car Rental
Needs Mechanic
Contact:469-2654
/662-9010

Vacancy
Linkup Bar & Snackett
Seeking Cook &
Bartender with five
years experience
Contact: 660-0708
or 663-0392

Vacancy
Pop Up Spa
Seeking Nail Tech/
Massage Therapist
Please send your CV
to ccur80@gmail.com

Vacancy
Caribbean Beach & Swim Wear Ltd. is seeking 3
sale representatives . Building 15, Suite #102, Port
Zante. Contact: 662-2999 or 466-0446.

Survivors Bar
Shop Keeper
Contact: 668-8525

Vacancy
Kebo’s Garage
Needs a Secretary
& Cashier
Contact: 667-1967

JOB OPPORTUNITY AT
BROOKES HAULAGE &
QUICK DELIVERY
We have a vacancy for a
Heavy Equipment
Operator & Mechanic
Must have over 5
years experience
Please call 869.662.8765
MR Brookes (Owner)
or 869.469.2744(Office)

Rebar Fabricator Needed

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

Must Understand Angles
Must Have Experience Using
The Electric Rebar Bender /
Cutter
Must Be Able To Work With
People
Call Beyond Homes LTD
CONTACT#
662-1549
For More Information

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Dwayne Seaton/ Kurt Gordon
Now residing in New Castle Street
in the town or Village of St James
do hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on
25th Day of June, 2019 next to the
District Magistrate At Charlestown
for a Liquor Licence in respect of my
Premises in New Castle Street
in the Parish of St James
Dated this 27th day of May 2019 .
Signed: DSeaton
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St. Kitts and Nevis Government
takes orderly approach to creation
of a cannabis industry

A group of experts is
being put together
to provide technical support to the
Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis on
the way forward for
the
decriminalization of cannabis and
the establishment of
a medical cannabis
industry.
The group will consist of a broad body
of persons in St. Kitts
and Nevis and from
across the Diaspora
who will plan the
build out of the industry, through the
development of relevant policy, regulatory framework and
legislation.
This comes as the
Timothy
Harrisled
Government

Commission to undertake the necessary
research and consultations to ascertain
the public’s position
regarding the complex issues surrounding marijuana and its
use.
After
a
thorough
and exhaustive process over roughly
15
months,
the
Commission presented
its final report to the
Office of the Prime
Minister on January
10, 2019. And on
February 20, 2019,
Prime Minister Harris
announced that his
Cabinet had accepted
Shows Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris making a statement in the National
more than a dozen
Assembly on the Cannabis Bill, 2019.
of the Commission’s
with recommendation.
continues to adopt an industry in St. Kitts commenced
the tasking of the
orderly and structured and Nevis.
St. Kitts & Nevis In a historic move,
approach to the creprocess (National) Marijuana the Government of St.
ation of the marijuana The
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Kitts and Nevis introduced the landmark
Cannabis Bill, 2019 in
the National Assembly
for its first reading on
Thursday, May 9.
This structured model
to the establishment
of a medicinal cannabis industry in the
Federation has garnered regional attention and approval and
may soon be adopted
by other territories,
such as Trinidad and
Tobago.
That country is currently
considering
the possibility of decriminalizing the use
of marijuana and has,
much like St. Kitts
and Nevis did, commenced an extensive
public consultation
process.
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Brantley denies links to Russian fraudster
By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis Mark
Brantley has denied
wrongdoing on his
part and that of St.
Kitts and Nevis after
an article published
by The Guardian alleged links between

had spoken to The
Guardian prior to the
publishing of the article and gave them
“the facts”. However,
the article was still
published.
“I spoke to the author
before the article was
published and I said

began when two members of the European
Parliament wrote to the
EU arguing St. Kitts
and Nevis’ visa-free
access to the European
Union should be removed and cited the
case of Pavlov.

and he became the
deputy leader of the
party. He said he referred the law firm
to the law offices of
Daniel Brantley and
Associates.

“At no point have
I
met,
converse
“That is something with, had any association, or contact with
Mr Pavlov.
Brantley said that “I

Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley denied wrongdoing related to allegations around Russian fraudster Andrei Pavlov at his press conference on Thursday.

a Russian fraudster
and the Federation’s
C i t i z e n s h i p
By
Investment
Programme (CBI).
The article in The
Guardian suggests that
Brantley was involved
in a matter involving Andrei Pavlov, a
Russian national who
was allegedly still able
to enter the European
Union despite being
under a travel ban.
Pavlov was sanctioned
by the United States in
December 2017 and
the following year was
banned from entering three EU member
states: Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania according to The Guardian
article.
Brantley said that he

that should alarm more
of us. They said that it
should be revoked because there is a man
named Pavlov, who
“Is the media globally they claimed gained
interested in what is citizenship of St. Kitts
true or are they more and Nevis and who
interested in the head- they further claimed to
lines and the sensa- use that for visa-free
tionalism because this access to travel in the
is all that this was,” he European Union over
70 times,” Brantley
said.
said.
Brantley said the article had generated a lot Brantley said that in
of debate which had 2014, a law firm concreated “a lot of heat tacted him on behalf
and not a lot of light.” of their client, a client they did not name
“That
article
has but which Brantley
spurred a number of later understood was
articles in response. Pavlov. Brantley said
None of which has that he had not been
been authored by me,” practicing law at the
time, having stopped
Brantley said.
in 2013, when the
Brantley pointed out Concerned Citizens
that the controversy Movement took office
to her “these are the
facts”. She nevertheless published the article,” said Brantley.

was advised after I
checked with Daniel
and Brantley that
there were messages
between them and
Pavlov where Pavlov
asked for some information
about
CBI. They provided
general
information to him about the
programme and Mr.
Pavlov never followed up.” Brantley
was assured that

Pavlov never became
a client of Daniel
Brantley and he never applied for citizenship for St. Kitts and
Nevis.
“If he did not apply
for a passport then
he could not have
been using the St.
Kitts Nevis passport
to travel the EU,” he
said.
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NIA claims water company
breached contract

By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis
Mark Brantley has accused water company
Bedrock Exploration
and
Development
Technologies (BEAD)
of breaching its contract with the Nevis

Island Administration
(NIA) and warned
that legal action may
follow.

EC $10 million investment by the NIA into
water distribution and
storage.

Speaking at his monthly press conference
on Thursday, Brantley
said that BEAD had
already been paid EC
$2 million as part of an

“We contracted BEAD
technology in order to
do the wells. We have
run into some problems, because BEAD
started the work [but]

has not done what they
were contracted to do,”
said Brantley.
“We have asked our
legal department to get
involved.”
Brantley said the matter is currently being discussed by the

A BEAD well that was handed over to the Nevis Island
Administration in 2018. Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley
has accused the company of not fulﬁlling it’s contract.

the successful wells to
the NIA. As part of the
agreement, the NIA
provided concessions
BEAD had previ- on imported equipously been in charge ment and materials for
of Nevis’ entire water the project and agreed
supply. In October to pay for the supply
of last year, the NIA of water at a rate US
gained full control of $2.50 per 1,000 gallon
the water supply af- initially, then US $1.85
ter BEAD’s contract per 1,000 gallon later.
ended.
“The project has not
The BEAD wells had progressed as we
supplied a significant liked,” Brantley said.
amount of the total “We have paid BEAD
water production on all the monies that we
the island, with the were suppose to pay
capacity of 237 gal- them thus far under the
lons per minute at contract. We have paid
Maddens Estate and BEAD their down pay275 gallons per minute ment, their mobilisaat Fothergills Estate in tion to get the project
done and it is now up
Gingerland.
to BEAD now.”
However, though it
was no longer manag- Brantley said that
ing the water supply, BEAD “has linked
the NIA had entered their failure to prointo an agreement in ceed on other factors
2017 with BEAD for on matters that have
the company to supply nothing to do with the
water from new wells. island of Nevis.”
Ministry of Public
Works and Water
Services and BEAD.

According to the agreement BEAD would
supply at least 500,000
imperial gallons per
day to the Nevis
Water Department by
identifying, drilling,
developing,
building pump stations and
installing the necessary equipment for
the water wells, and
immediately turn over

Brantley said that water services was looking at drawing water
from a new well in
Hamilton. However,
the well has a heavy
chemical
content.
Water services are
currently trying to get
a filtration system that
will treat the water so
that it can be added to
the island’s supply.
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OK to build BHS on aquifer: Experts

boundary of the zone
down stream of all
of the drinking water
wells.”

By Loshaun Dixon

Building the new
Basseterre
High
School (BHS) will
not harm the aquifer in the protected
area of the Basseterre
Valley National park
as construction will
take place in the location’s least sensitive
area, according to environmental engineer
Dr. Halla Sehely and
a panel of experts at
a town hall organised
by the Ministry of
Education.
Sehely was speaking
at the town hall on
Wednesday night at the
Tucker Clarke Primary
School. The town hall
was intended to inform
the public and hear
views from the East
Basseterre community
on the construction of
the new BHS.
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She noted that based
on the islands topography and gradient the
ground water in the
protected area will always flow from north
to south.
“All of the water of
the Basseterre Valley
aquifer flows to the
ocean and indeed all
ground water flows to
the ocean in our island
nation,” Sehely said.

Dr. Halla Sehely speaks at at town hall at the new Basseterre High School

of water management
experience and was
among those who had
worked to declare the
sensitive
well-field
zone protected in the
Basseterre
Valley
However,
Sehely was part of Aquifer.
a panel comprised she said that though
of Department of the area was sensitive
Public Works director some building could
Cromwell Williams, take place.
Development Control
Planning
Board “We are not arguing at
Randolph
Edmead, all if this zone is sensiStantec
Caribbean tive, it is sensitive but
senior
principal there are areas that are
Andrew Hutchinson, more sensitive than
and Anthony da Silva others,” said Sehely.
and Ian Rodgers of
Innotech--the compa- “Had they wanted
ny contracted to build to put the Basseterre
the new BHS. Sehely High school right on
told the town hall that Kim Collins highway
she had many years where the wells are or

near to the wells, of
course we would have
objected as experts.”
But Sehely said the
proposed location of
the new BHS was in a
corner of the protected
area, on the south
near where the aquifer
drains, making it unlikely the aquifer could
be contaminated by the
school.

building of the school
was “a good opportunity for the school
to become a symbol
of of environmental stewardship of
sustainability.”
However, Sehely added that though BHS can
be built on one corner
of the protected area,
that does not mean that
the entire area should
be open to any kind of
development.

protected areas must
be compatible with the
location.
“There are provisions
for developing in protected areas, you just
have to ensure your
are doing that according to certain guidelines,” she said.

Using a video presentation, Sehely explained that in the 500
acre protected area the
“We have come tomajority of the wells
gether and put our
heads together to make “It does not mean all are located in the
sure we are paying at- of this area is open for northern and eastern
tention to all the vari- development by all section of the protectous potential risks and means, it is not,” she ed zone
mitigating
factors,” said.
“The location of the
Dr. Sehely said.
Sehely said that what- new BHS is located
She said that the ever is constructed on along the southern

Representatives of the Team Unity Government sit in the audience of the townhall held
at Tucker Clarke Primary School

Sehely added that the
new BHS will have a
small plant that will be
used to treat all waste
water produced by the
school at the tertiary
level.
Community members
raised several questions about the new
BHS and its potential
effect on the aquifer.
Some residents questioned why another
location in Shadwell,
which was considered,
was not chosen.
Williams said that
while Shadwell was
seriously considered it
was ultimately rejected because it was beneath the flight path of
aircraft using Robert L
Bradshaw airport and
was considered to be
too far remote for the
student body.

Members of the community gathered to attend the townhall held in East Basseterre on
Wednesday night.
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PM Harris government can’t defend
who live illegal overseas

By Loshaun Dixon

If you’re caught in the
United States as an illegal
immigrant, the prime minister can’t help you.
This was the message of
Prime Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris following a report
that a citizen of St. Kitts and
Nevis was deported from
the United States earlier this
week.
Harris said that citizens of
the Federation “know right
from wrong” and anyone
who stays in a foreign country illegally suffers the risk
that they might be caught
and deported. “That could
happen if they enter here in
St. Kitts and Nevis or any
other country.Sometimes
people take a calculated risk
and if they get through they
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illegal acts including rules abide by the laws. That
of entry to another country. is your best protection. If
they give you time and that
“It was just the other time is exhausted you go
day one of our good friends, and ask for more. It is for
a rasta man, was deported us to educate ourselves and
from Jamaica. We cannot avoid those scenes.”
defend something that is illegal. People have to famil- According to a report from
iarise themselves with the Documentedny.com, a man
rules of entry to any country from St. Kitts and Nevis
and make sure you comply was among 31 people arrested by U.S. Immigration
with that,” Harris said.
and Customs Enforcement
He said the best the govern- during a five-day operation
ment can do is public edu- in New York City and surcation for people travelling rounding counties.
abroad. “That is the best
we can do…and I would The man was not identisay to anyone who is trav- fied. The others arrested in
Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris advises Federation citizens travelelling and is not clear about the sweep included people
ling abroad to obey the laws of their host countries.
the process to contact the from Jamaica, Grenada,
ministry of foreign affairs the Dominican Republic,
El
Salvador,
get through and if they don’t that recently there was a and they will provide guid- China,
Guatemala,
Honduras,
get through they won’t al- case of a St. Kitts and Nevis ance,” Harris said.
India, Mexico, Peru and
citizen who was deported
low you in,” Harris said.
from Jamaica. He said the “When you enter into an- Ukraine.
The prime minister said government cannot defend other man’s country, you

CMYK
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Expansion project at Flamboyant
Nursing Home moving satisfactorily,
Junior Health Minister says

Page:19

Hazel
BrandyWilliams,
Junior
Minister of Health
on Nevis has expressed
satisfaction with an ongoing
health-related project,
this time an expansion
of the kitchen facilities at the Flamboyant
Nursing Home on
the grounds of the
Alexandra Hospital.

to the main kitchen
at the hospital and so
we had to draw some
extra space here, so
that we can then move
those persons who are
working on that side
over here. We needed
the space so that we
can fully utilise the
capacity for the work
over at the Alexandra
Hospital.

The minister who
was
accompanied
by Shelisa MartinClarke,
Acting
Permanent Secretary
in the Ministry of
Health, and Mr. Gary
Pemberton, Hospital
Administrator,
toured the project
on Thursday, May 23,
2019, before articulating her thoughts of
what she had seen.

“I am indeed very happy with what I am seeing. A few weeks ago
we were here when
the project started and
to be here now to see
what it is, I am truly
happy that Mr. Clarke
Hazel Brandy-Williams, Junior Minister of Health on Nevis has expressed satisfaction with an ongoing health-related
and his men have done
project,
this time an expansion of the kitchen facilities at the Flamboyant Nursing Home on the grounds of the Alexanan excellent job in the
dra Hospital.
space of time that was
kitchen so the hospital for the project, con- will have everything So the next time they
allotted,” she said.
come around they
staff will move in to firmed it is nearing completed…
would see everything
Pemberton stated that the new area until the completion.
“I am satisfied with is completed,” he said.
once commissioned, main kitchen is renothe kitchen staff for vated, and then hope- “We are about 95 what has been done. I
completed. did my very best and He also used the opboth health facilities fully they will move percent
could operate simul- back to their renovated Just a little glitch I do believe that the portunity to thank
Nevis
Island
here and there but I minister and those who the
taneously with the ex- location,” he said.
would say in at least have given me the op- Administration for the
panded kitchen space.
Meantime,
Egbert two weeks’ time we portunity to work, they opportunity to work
too will be satisfied. with them.
contractor
“We are expanding this Clarke,

“I must say that I am
pleased with the near
completion of this
small but very significant project. We will
be doing some extensive
renovations

Scotland: LGBTI community
disproportionately impacted
by discrimination

regard, we recently held a
stakeholder
consultation
with civil society partners,
accredited
organisations,
as well as two UN Special
Procedure mandate holders,
the Independent Expert on
protection against violence
and discrimination based on
sexual orientation and gen“Marginalised and vulnerable der identity, and the Special
groups, such as the LGBTI Rapporteur on freedom of recommunity, persons with dis- ligion or belief.”
abilities, indigenous peoples
and religious minorities, are Scotland said the theme for
disproportionately impacted the International Day Against
by discrimination,” Patricia Homophobia, Transphobia
Scotland Q.C. said. “In this and Biphobia this year, is
The secretary general of
the Commonwealth said
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transexual and Intersex
(LGBTI) community have
been among those marginalized around the world and
should continue to receive
support from the organization.

national level institutions such
as parliaments, national human rights institutions, human
rights defenders, civil society
organizations, and faith leaders by harnessing their capabilities to advocate for and
champion LGBTI equality
and inclusion and progress
According to Scotland, there the national dialogue.
has been definitive progress
over the last number of years Scotland said they will be
among our member states working to support both
in Asia, the Caribbean and these mandates as we promote LGBTI equality and
Africa.
inclusion as part of our adScotland said their approach vocacy for full and incluhas been to work with sive implementation of the
justice and protection for all.
“The theme echoes the call
to leave no one behind which
is central to the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development
and its 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs),”
she said.

commitments made under
the SDGs.
She said the aspiration
for this International Day
against
Homophobia,
Biphobia and Transphobia
2019 must be to continue
to promote the values of the
Commonwealth Charter; to
advocate for adherence to
international human rights
standards and obligations;
and to work to ensure justice and protection for all
persons, so that the SDGs
become a reality and nobody is left behind.
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World Bank VP for Latin America and
the Caribbean pledges ﬁnancial and
technical support to develop Eastern
Caribbean’s digital economy

Axel van Trotsenburg,
an economist and
development
expert
with over 30 years
of experience at the
World Bank Group
who was appointed
Vice President for
Latin America and the
Caribbean earlier this
year, addressed the
Regional Conference
titled Digital Economy
Moonshot for the
Eastern Caribbean this
afternoon, saying, “We

of the World Bank, Antoine.”
the Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank, the Addressing the conferEastern
Caribbean ence participants this
Telecommunications
Authority (ECTEL),
the OECS Commission
and
international
companies. They are
exploring ways to
Harris added, “We are advance the services
committed to act, not within the digital
just individually, but economy throughout
we are committed to act the Eastern Caribbean.
as a region. We have a This consultative prosingle space, a treaty cess will help inform
saying, “We look forward to your strong
support to the region,
not just on the matter
of digital development,
but also with respect
to climate change and
other important developmental issues.”

Prime Minister Timothy Harris is in Washington, D.C. today for the second day of a
two-day conference

and a Central Bank
in the Organisation
of Eastern Caribbean
States. We also have
one of the world’s
The two-day confer- strongest currencies,
ence, which began and this shows what
today, is taking place working together can
at the International achieve.”
Finance Corporation
(IFC), a member of The two-day Digital
the World Bank Group Economy Conference
headquartered
in has brought together
policy makers and
Washington, D.C.
technical teams from
Prime
Minister Antigua and Barbuda,
Timothy Harris, who Dominica, Grenada,
was seated next to St. Kitts and Nevis, St.
the Vice President for Lucia and St. Vincent
Latin America and the and the Grenadines, as
Caribbean, responded, well as representatives
are very eager to work
with you by offering
strong financial and
technical support.”

an action plan for a
regional project to
be supported by the
World Bank.
During her opening remarks, Tahseen
Sayed, Director for the
Caribbean Region at
the World Bank said,
“I am really grateful
to Timothy Antoine,
the Governor of the
Eastern
Caribbean
Central Bank for not
only igniting our excitement in the [World]
Bank, but also leading
the charge. This conference was organized
thanks to Governor

morning, the Governor
of
the
Eastern
Caribbean
Central
Bank said, “When we

look back at this conference 10 years from
now, we will say this
was a pivotal moment.”
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Football playoffs
delayed as Conaree
points reinstated
by Court
By Loshaun Dixon

qualify for the playoffs with Fast Cash
Saddler’s being thrown
out of the play off
race and ManTab relegated from the Premier
League. However, if the
SKNFA’s appeal is successful the deduction
will stand, resulting in
Conaree’s relegation,
Mantab’s survival and
Saddler’s qualifying for
their first play-offs.

The 24 points docked
from the SOL Island
Conaree by the St. Kitts
and Nevis Football
Association (SKNFA)
has being reinstated following orders by a high
court judge last Friday,
leading to the postponement of the Premier
League Playoffs while
the matter is being
In a statement released
appealed.
on Wednesday, the
If the reinstatement SKNFA noted that
stands, it will give the High Court Justice
club a total of 40 points Eddy Ventose ordered
in the league table and that the 24 points dewill see Conaree move ducted from SOL Auto
to fifth position and Conaree Football Club

be restored, pending the
outcome of the substantive High Court matter.
“The SKNFAhas lodged
an appeal against this
interim order and filed
a certificate of urgency
requesting that the appeal be heard in an expeditious time frame. In
the circumstances, the
Super 6 Playoff, which
was scheduled to commence on May 29, 2019
has been postponed
pending the determination of this matter.”

File Photo of Sol Island Auto Conaree players

before the conclusion of following an incident where one of
the court case.
their players allegedly
“The SKNFA wishes stabbed Rams Village
Raheem
to assure our spon- Superstars’
sors, partners, patrons, Francis leaving him
member clubs and wounded. The SKNFA
other stakeholders that also imposed a transfer
we are fully committed embargo on the club reto ensuring that final stricting them from regstage of the National istering new players and
Bank Premier League banned the alleged atis concluded in a timely tacker, Glenroy Samuel,
from all football related
manner.”
activities indefinitely.
The SKNFA said they
hoped that the Premier The Conaree Football
was
also
League would not Club were given a Samuel
have a protracted delay 24 point deduction criminally charged for

attempted murder.
Conaree also released
a statement following
the court ruling thanking its sponsors and
supporters.
“The SOL Island Auto
Conaree Football Club
wishes to use this opportunity to thank our
sponsors, the Conaree
Community,
wellwishers and our fans for
their continued prayers,
encouragement
and
support.”
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No government payment to gangs: Harris

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister Dr.
Timothy Harris has
denied allegations that
his administration has
been giving money to
gang members in exchange for peace.
The Prime Minister
described
the
allegations as “mischief” at his monthly

to helping those who
have come out of
prison, departed gang
culture and are looking
for a “fresh start”.

to punish them you
are restricting their options to be on the good
and peaceful path,”
Harris said.

“We would help them
get a fresh start. We
Harris said of the gov- will invite the private
ernment, “we don’t sector to hire them, say
have money to give to people in the communities give them a
away”. However,
chance to rehabilitate
he said that the gov- and earn a living beernment is committed cause if we continue

“We want them done
with that and done with
it forever. We want
them to find alternative
opportunities.”

press conference on
Wednesday.
“No payment by this
government has gone
to any criminal party,”
Harris said.

The prime minister said where there
is work every citizen

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris speaking at his press
conference on Wednesday.

including those who
would have infringed
on the law are entitled
to participate. He said
this was the case of
those employed in
the construction of
a new police station
which included former
criminals.
“That is why when we
started the new police
station in Sandy Point
and there were persons
from that community
who approached the
parliamentary
representative to say
‘we want to get real
work’.”
Harris said when he
spoke with the contractor of the project,
he was informed that
those who had had
past trouble with the
law were among the
top performers on the
job.
“We are helping persons who have been
on the periphery who
have felt left out, who
have felt denied opportunities,” he said.
Harris said that those
who were claiming
that he was giving
money to criminals
CMYK

in exchange for peace
were behind a “hidden
agenda”. “What people should be saying
is that we have a calm
in society and persons
should be commended
all seasons for this
calm,” Harris said.
“This is the peace dividend we have been
talking about and we
are now having it and
we are happy about
it.”
Harris said the government would work
to continue the calm,
including helping peace
initiatives.
“No one is too bad to
become good and everyone deserve a second
chance.We have heard
and we welcome peace
initiatives,” he said.
In addition to urging employers to hire
people who are former criminals, he said
the STEP programme
would also be made
available to help.
“That is the kind of support the government is
doing. The government
is not in a quid-proquo arrangement.”
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By Monique Washington

A meeting of members
of the Nevis community was held on Tuesday
to discuss a National
Ageing Policy intended to help protect the elderly. The
event was hosted by

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 31st, 2019

National Ageing Policy to
protect the elderly
Speaking at the consultation was St.
Kitts
and
Nevis
Social
Protection
Implementation
This discussion is the Unit Director Azzila
final process for com- Clarke.
pleting a draft towards
establishing
policy “We want to present to
that will protect the you the content of the
ageing community . draft National Ageing
the Ministry of Social
Development at the
St. Paul’s Anglican
Church Hall.

LOCAL NEWS

Policy and plan action, as well as receive
feedback from you to
ensure that the content
reflects not only our
current day situation,
but its planning for
the next generation,”
Clarke said.
Clarke said that the

St. Kitts and Nevis Director of the Social Protection
Implementation Unit Azzila Clarke

attendees who were
mostly technical officers of the government
and were “charged to
improve and protect
the quality of living
for our citizens.”

in their younger years,
but should also aspire
to grow older.
“Everyone wants to
turn 18 to vote, everyone wants to be old
enough to go to college, everyone wants
to be old enough to
buy their home now
in St. Kitts and Nevis.
We are aspiring [for]
you to grow older to
become 100 because
there is an entire day
dedicated to you,” she
said.

Clarke
said
that
Governor-General Sir
S W Tapley Seaton has
issued a proclamation
designating May 31
as Centenarians Day.
This annual commemoration is to be a celebration of the lives of
the Federation’s centenarians in honour of
their contributions to “That should be your
aim now, not just your
the nation.
three score and ten.”
A total of eight centenarians will be Clarke said every perhonored throughout son should care about
the Federation with the elderly and ageing.
eldest being Celian
Martin Powell who is “All of us are human
beings and every sec107 .
ond we are ageing so
Clarke said people are it should matter to
focused on milestones us,” she said.
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Nothing cast in stone for new BHS: Edmead
By Loshuan Dixon

Changes can still be
made to the proposed
Basseterre High School
(BHS) and “nothing has been cast in
stone”, Development
Control and Planning
Board (DCPB) director Randolph Edmead
said during a town hall
on Wednesday.

“The comments from
the review and this
town hall we will be
taking them on board.
At this point we are
still on paper and have
the opportunity to incorporate what is being said to guide us.”

terms of reference that
were used to guide
the EIA was sewage,
waste water and chemical waste disposal.

“That is, how these
should be address in
the EIA and mitigating
measures to reduce the
Edmead said the site potential impacts on the
of the new BHS had environment.”
been granted approval
after reviewing the He said the EIA was
proposal and condi- done and submitted
tions set, including to his organisation for
Edmead was one of
an
Environmental review and eventual
the experts speakImpact Assessment approval.
ing at the town hall
(EIA).
held in Newtown at
Drawings of the conthe
Tucker-Clarke
“In granting that ap- struction have also
Primary School to disproval in principle, been submitted to the
cuss the construction
the conditions for DCPB and the review
of a new Basseterre
Development Control and Planning Board director Randolph Edmead said changes
proceeding with the is being led by a sub
High School.
could still be considered for the Basseterre High School.
Edmead
new BHS were set committee.
Edmead
said
the determination as to noted that at this cur- have is on paper and and one of the key said the sub commitfrom tee had representation
the Department Of whether or not some of rent stage in the build- because it is on paper requirements
Physical Planning was these comments would ing of the new BHS whatever concerns we this approval is the from key government
going through the sub- warrant a tweaking of nothing has been cast have that need to be requirement for an agencies, the private
sector as well as “committed comments and the plan or make provi- in stone and plans addressed, the adjust- EIA.”
petent agencies” such
ments will be made
are compiling them to sions for some of these could still be altered.
to put concrete on the He said the main pri- as the Engineering
take to the next board comments or concerns
meeting “to make a to be addressed.” He “At this point what we ground,” Edmead said. orities outlined in the Association.
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Harris upholds the integrity
of CBI programme

Brantley in response
to a letter sent to the
European Union (EU)
Commission
and
the President of the
Prime
Minister The prime minister’s European Council by
follow two Members of the
Timothy
Harris comments
statements European Parliament,
condemned
recent similar
Gomes
and
attempts to place un- made by Premier of Ana
founded sanctions on Nevis and Minister of Marietje Schaake, callSt. Kitts and Nevis’ Foreign Affairs Mark ing for punitive actions
Prime
Minister
Timothy Harris at his
Wednesday, May 29,
2019 press conference.

platinum-branded Citizenship by
Investment (CBI) programme on May 29.
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regarding the visa-free
access Kittitians and
Nevisians currently enjoy with the European
Union.
The EU’s concern
stems from the recent
discovery that Russian
national
Andrei
Pavlov, who was

Prime Minister Timothy Harris at his Wednesday, May
29, 2019 press conference.

blacklisted since 2014,
had visited the EU 70
times over the past four
years. An article written by Juliette Garside
and published in UKbased Guardian newspaper on Friday, May
24, 2019, sought
to suggest that Mr.
Pavlov had taken steps
to obtain economic
citizenship from St.
Kitts-Nevis.

“without a scintilla of
evidence of any wrong
doing by anyone in our
programme.”

“It is not a good reflection of the reliability and seriousness
of members of the
European Parliament,
that they should seek
punitive action against
any entity without giving the accused the
benefit of due process
Speaking at his press and natural justice and
conference at the without regard for the
Parliamentary Lounge, consequences of their
Prime Minister Harris ill-informed letter not
expressed his dis- just for the viabilappointment in the ity of our programme
two Members of the but also for the wider
Harris
European Parliament Caribbean,”
for issuing such a letter said.
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