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FIT Wellness launches National 
Weight Loss Campaign

By Monique Washington 

Fully Integrated 
Training (FIT) has 
recognized the nega-
tive impact of Non-
C o m m u n i c a b l e 
Diseases (NDC’s) in 
the Federation of Nevis. 
To aid the fight FIT 
has launched an NCD 
Prevention Action Plan 
and announced its 2019 
National Weight Loss 
Campaign.

In 2012, the Pan 
American Health 
Organization (PAHO) 
reported 32.5 percent 
of secondary school 
children in St Kitts and 
Nevis were overweight 
and 14.4 percent were 
obese. 

In 2017, the United 
Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) report-
ed 26 percent of chil-
dren in the Federation 
were obese. It was also 
reported that adults be-
tween 25 to 64 years 
old, 33.5 percent were 
overweight, while 45 
percent were obese.

During the launch of 
the weight loss cam-
paign on Nov. 27 Junior 
Minister of Health 
Hazel Brandy-Williams 
noted that if the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) wants to ef-
fectively fight NCD’S 
there must be collabo-
ration with the private 

sector.

“At the Ministry of 
Health, we recognize 
that our task in keeping 
the population healthy 
is a huge one,” Brandy-
Williams said. “We 
cannot achieve our ob-
jectives alone, we must 
partner with others in 
order to be successful.”

Brandy-Williams said 
the NIA will seek to 
increased investment in 
combating NDC’s, in-
cluding implementation 
of a Chronic Disease 
Risk Management 
Survey to obtain up-
dated information on 
the number of people 
who are overweight and 
obese.

The minister applauded 
FIT for its initiative and 
thanked it for partnering 
with the NIA.

Nevis HIV Unit 
Programme Coordinator 
Nadine Carty- noted 
that people have to look 
at the way they eat and 
their physical activ-
ity. She pointed out that 
chronic diseases are the 
leading cause of prema-
ture death, accounting 
for half of all deaths 
of persons less than 70 
years of age and for two 
out of three deaths over-
all in the region.

“Five of the six lead-
ing causes of death in 
the Federation are from 

cancer, stroke compli-
cation of diabetes, heart 
disease and hyperten-
sion…… This is a war 
we are fighting, and we 
need to be armed.”

FIT founder David 
Walwyn told The 
Observer the Weight 
Loss Campaign “is a 
campaign that collec-
tively gets the commu-
nity involved in a mass 
weight-loss initiative. 

“We will provide the 
support,” Walwyn said. 
“We have assembled 
a team of specialists, 
doctors and dietitians 
to provide support for 
people who sign up 
for the campaign and 
support them on their 
weight-loss journey.” 
During the six month 
campaign, participants 

receive support to get 
active and eat healthier. 
Participants are guided 
through advice, tips, 
healthy recipes, fun 
events and one-on-one 
support.  Registration 
for the weight loss 

campaign is open and 
registration is free. 
Prizes will be awarded 
to people who lose the 
most weight in their 
category.

Walwyn notes that the 

campaign is opened to 
anyone in Nevis, who 
wants to lose weight 
or would like support 
in adopting a healthier 
lifestyle; young, old, 
male and female.

Carnival Chair 
denies ‘warning 

advisory’ censors 
calypso 

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
National Carnival 
Committee (SKNNCC) 
has issued a “warning 
advisory to participants” 
and denied it censored 
any artiste, calypsonian 
or bands.

The notice indicated the 
SKNCC will be clamp-
ing down on lewd/
distasteful lyrics used 
during carnival events 
and in competitions.

The notice read “The 
SKNNCC is ask-
ing that all artistes 
and bands prepare 

radio-friendly versions 
of their songs to play 
at SKNNCC events. 
Further, when you are 
participating in SKNNC 
Competitions, the Rules 
and Regulations speak 
to lyrics being Lewd 
and Distasteful. 

“Please be advised that 
if during any SkNNCC 
Competition, whether on 
the stage or on the street, 
you use lewd and/or dis-
tasteful language, your 
entry will immediately 
be disqualified. Please 
be guided accordingly.”

Following the distribu-
tion of the notice, many 
people in the public 

square labeled it as an 
effort to censor calypso-
nians. Popular performer 
‘Unexpected’, whose 
popular calypso “Who is 
King” uses a double-en-
tendre to question who 
the Prime Minister and 
the Minister is backing 
to win the calypso mon-
arch asking “Who for 
King Tim” and “Who 
for King Shawn.”

Carnival Chair Noah 
Mills in an interview 
with The Observer 
said the notice’s inten-
tions were not to censor 
calypso.

“The public is entitled to 
its opinion as it relates 

to censorship or any 
other topic,” Mills said. 
“Unequivocally I am 
stating that the National 
Carnival committee is 
in no way attempting 
to censor any specific 
calypsonians or their 
songs.”

Mills said the notice 
was written to guide 
performers producing 
songs for Sugar Mas to 
be guided and to voice 
the committee’s specific 
concerns. 

When asked how such 

an issue could be policed 
Mills explained that an 
independent panel will 
make the determination.

“If need be, an inde-
pendent panel will be 
activated to assess that,” 
Mills said. “However it 
starts as a conversation 
with specific entities, ca-
lypsonians, soca artistes 
or bands. To date there 
have been no conversa-
tions and our specific 
area of concern has been 
addressed.”

The Observer also asked 

if revelers the regula-
tions apply to all public 
carnival events. 

Mills indicated the po-
lice will be responsible 
in those instances.

He assured that the new 
guidelines do not apply 
to ‘Unexpected’s’ witty 
calypso lyrics.

“A lot of people are 
questioning if his song 
is a song of interest 
again I openly say no,” 
Mills concluded.
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Bank drafts
In the days when St. Kitts was the Mother Colony and Nevis was Queen City, and 
Anguilla was still part of the Great Trinity, there was hardly any payday.  Yet there 
were several banks here then, aggressively competing for our money.  There was 
Bank of Commerce, Nevis Cooperative Bank, Royal Bank of Canada, Barclays 
Bank and the St Kitts Nevis Anguilla National Bank.  Add the Credit Unions to 
that mix and the many partner-hands that existed.

Eventually, Bank of Commerce collapsed; Barclays Bank became First Caribbean, 
Nevis Cooperative Bank became RBTT (in between it was Royal Bank of Trinidad 
and Tobago).  Bank of Nova Scotia and Bank of Nevis came on the scene in the 
latter part of the 20th century.

Today, with a payday estimated at close to a billion dollars annually, instead of an 
expansion in the number of banks, we are seeing a contraction. RBTT and RBC 
are now one, now we’ve heard that the Bank of Nova Scotia is seeking to sell to 
Republic Financial Holdings Limited, a Trinidad and Tobago based company. 

This is good, and this is troubling. It is good that the purchasing company is re-
gional, but it is bad because of the uncertainty it brings. It makes us question why 
a “strong” bank wants to sell.  It makes us worry about our savings, having wit-
nessed the collapse of the Bank of Commerce collapse and the failure of British 
American Insurance Company.  We also see our local banks (National Bank and 
the Bank of Nevis) under international threats; we see banks refusing pennies and 
demanding ‘real’ money deposits, and charging savers for withdrawals. Clients 
have to pay the banks for storage and banks are severely cutting back on interest 
payments even as huge profits are declared.  We are confused!

When we watch american television, we see adverts that suggest that clients ben-
efit when banks compete.  In these parts, banks don’t seem to compete that much, 
rather they seem to form conglomerates and hegemonies, thereby putting all our 
eggs in the one basket.  

So we ask, is there anything that the regulatory bodies – the central banks – can do 
to protect our fiscal resources?  Are they doing enough or are their hands tied as 
the hands of government also seem to be tied?

The Prime Minister of Antigua & Barbuda has spoken out against the buyout of 
Bank of Nova Scotia by the bank in Trinidad & Tobago unless he gets certain guar-
antees.  Will the other governments join him?  Can those guarantees be enshrined 
in law? Or will international economic forces prevail?

The real seem to be playing drafts with us! Should we fluff-up or beds for use as 
our next savings bank?  
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30 years ago, Steve and I sailed into Nevis and were immediately enchanted by this beautiful island and her people. We were thrilled to be able to buy a piece of land 
in Upper Hamilton and build a small house and guest cottage slowly over the next few years and were proud to be granted citizenship after 20 years of living here.

Every summer we have gone to the United States to earn enough money to come back and enjoy our humble home. During this time we have been subject to minor 
robberies because of the remoteness of our location. Mostly it has been minor tools and small appliances, which we have worked hard to replace.

This year, there were several break ins in our area during the summer, our house being one of them. We weren’t sure what had been taken until we came back. Imagine 
our horror to find that our house and small guest cottage had been entirely looted of all appliances and tools. These thieves had gone through everything we possess 
and taken whatever they wanted, ruthlessly ripping out stereos, refrigerators, microwave, our generator and a lot of Steve’s tools, batteries for our solar system and the 
inverter to power it. We are still compiling a list of missing items.

This represents a whole new generation of ruthless thieves on little Nevis. Not only have they taken our physical possessions, they have taken away our security, 
violated our home and shattered our peace, Steve and I have always worked hard in the local community, helping out wherever we can and making many wonderful 
Nevisian friends that we treasure. We are not rich, white people but

ordinary working class human beings, as anyone who knows us can testify. For anyone to think that they can just come and take our hard earned possessions is sicken-
ing. These people are a blight on Nevis and will ruin the hard earned reputation of this small island for the whole world. If anyone has offered you any of the items 
on my list, please notify the authorities. These are my possessions and have been stolen by these cold hearted thieves. They drove a truck to my house and emptied it 
out. Now they have got away with this they will strike again.. It could be you next. We are beefing up security at our house, as a lot of people are after the recent spate 
of robberies and are working closely with the police department, as most citizens of this island will need to do in the future.  It is sad, Nevis was never like this, but 
the whole world is changing. We hope to go on living here but right now I don’t know if that’s possible. 30 years of dreams and memories have been wiped away.

My heart is shattered but not my love for this wonderful island and its mostly wonderful people.

Here is a list of the items that we so far know are missing:

STOLEN ITEMS

1-Yamaha Generator, red Inverter Small refrigerators, 1 black, 1 white
1-White chest freezer
1-Black microwave
1-TV
1-Computer monitor

1-Stereo system, surround sound system, including speakers.
1-Chainsaw
1-Makita screw gun
1-Fishing box full of drill bits
1-Tool box full of sockets, torque wrench, and a tool kit with whole socket set.
Weed whacker
Car batteries
And many more small items.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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JNF Hospital receives three new 
haemodialysis machines

By Loshaun Dixon 

The Joseph N France 
General Hospital has 
received three new hae-
modialysis machines 
from the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) to add 
to the hospital’s ca-
pacity to fight kidney 
disease. 

Resident Ambassador 
to Republic of China 
(Taiwan) Tom Lee 
thanked the Ministry 
of Health and JNF 
Hospital for making the 
partnership a success.

Lee said statistics in-
dicate the main cause 
of death in St. Kitts 
and Nevis is chronic 
diseases. The new hae-
modialysis machines 
will enable the hospital 
to increasing its capac-
ity to deal with such 
diseases.

“Many of you may not 
know one of the big-
gest ailments we treat 
is patients with chronic 
kidney disease (CKD),” 
Lee said. ”The haemo-
dialysis machines we 
are donating are cru-
cial to CKD patients. 
Without the machines, 
patients can die, which 
is why this project is 
very important.”

The term “chronic kid-
ney disease” means 
lasting damage to the 
kidneys that can get 
worse over time. If the 
damage is very bad, the 
kidneys may stop work-
ing. This is called kid-
ney failure, or end-stage 
renal disease (ESRD). 
If the kidneys fail, in 
order to live, the patient 
will need dialysis or a 
kidney transplant.

Lee said that as a strong 
ally of St. Kitts and 
Nevis (Taiwan) is al-
ways ready to respond 
to the needs of the peo-
ple of the Federation.

“Currently, there are 
six haemodialysis 

machines at the hospi-
tal,” Lee said. ”Today, 
on behalf of the people 
and the Government of 
the Republic of China, 
we are pleased to donate 
three new haemodialy-
sis machines...as part of 
our efforts to help St. 
Kitts and Nevis increase 
its capacity to control-
ling CKD.

“Please be rest assured 
our embassy will con-
tinue to work hard so 
more people in this 
country can benefit 
from our cooperation 
projects.”

Junior Minister of 
Health Sen. Wendy 
Phipps acknowledged 
the significance of the 
donation.

“Today is a small but 
significant ceremony 
and although the pro-
gramme is very tiny 
it does not mean it is 
equally a tiny feat we 
have gotten to here 
today.”

She explained that 
upon taking office in 
2015 they inherited an 
arrangement in which 
there is a joint venture 
between a private com-
pany and the manage-
ment team of JNF.

“At that time there were 
four haemodialysis 
machines...as our kid-
ney register continued 
to grow in the public 
health system it created 
a problem,” Sen. Phipps 
explained. “In 2015, we 
already had a kidney 
register with about 86 
persons. 

“Taking into account 
each haemodialysis ses-
sion requires about four 
hours, and that there are 
now patients in the pub-
lic health system whose 
kidneys have deterio-
rated in terms of their 
kidney profiling,” Sen. 
Phipps explained… 
“You are looking at a 
situation in which, over 
a course of 24-hours 

nurses may be unable 
to go home at night. By 
2016, the government 
would have purchased 
an additional four new 
machines, with one be-
ing a mobile unit.”

Sen. Phipps thanked 
Ambassador Lee for de-
livering the units.

Minister of Health the 
Hon Eugene Hamilton 
noted that increased 
capacity is impor-
tant because there are 
many patients being 
challenged by kidney 
diseases. 

Hamilton noted that 
Taiwan has also assisted 
the hospital in training 
its staff.

“Training will help 
us identify at-risk pa-
tients at an early stage,” 
Hamilton explained. 
“Our clinics and health 
centres will have an op-
portunity to help at-risk 
patients to begin a pro-
gramme to prevent them 
from coming down with 
chronic diseases.

“I trust everyone would 
take advantage of this 
initiative and the op-
portunity to get tested to 
determine whether they 
are at risk.” 

He said it was im-
portant to obtain the 

additional haemodi-
alysis machines and 
thanked Ambassador 
Lee for the donation.

“Given the number 
of people now being 

diagnosed with kidney 
disease, it is impor-
tant to have additional 
machines to meet the 
required capacity,” 
Hamilton explained. “I 
am pleased that Taiwan 

has continued to join 
with us to help us build 
that capacity to satisfy 
the needs of the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis.”
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Rol’J Williams to fulfill 
childhood dream of 

becoming a neurologist 

By Monique Washington 

Academic achiever, 
Rol’J Williams of 
Nevis, who recently 
captured 19 Caribbean 
Advanced Proficiency 
Examination (CAPE) 
passes, is studying to 
pursue his childhood 
dream of becoming a 
neurologist. 

Williams passed an 
impressive 19 CAPE 
subjects. Eight grade 
I in Biology Unit 1; 
Caribbean Studies; 
Chemistry Unit 1; 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
S t u d i e s ; 
Entrepreneurship Unit 
1; 2 Environmental 
Science Unit 1 
and Integrated 
Mathematics and 10 
grade II in Applied 
Mathematics Unit 1; 
2 Chemistry Unit 2; 
Green Engineering 
Unit 1; 2 Physics Unit 
1; 2 Pure Mathematics 
Unit 1 and 2 Tourism 
Unit 1 and one grade 
III biology.

Williams placed 

runner-up for State 
scholar, behind 
Kale Thomas of the 
Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College in St 
Kitts who achieved 
eight grade I’s and 
three grade II’s in his 
CAPE examinations. 

In 2016, Williams gave 
an impressive perfor-
mance in his CSEC 
exams, passing 17 sub-
jects with 17 grade I’s.

The Premier of Nevis 
and Minister of 
Education Hon Mark 
Brantley congratu-
lated both Thomas 
and Williams on 
their achievements. 
Brantley pointed out 
that the Caribbean 
Examination Council 
(CXC) provided the 
scholarship rank or-
der listing for the 
Federation, which is 
based on the candi-
date’s performance 
on the 2017 and 2018 
CAPE exams.

“CXC sends results 
and tabulations listing 
who the winners are 

and who the top stu-
dents are. Some of it I 
confess does not make 
sense to me, but I am 
not an expert, Brantley 
said.

 The Observer under-
stands that candidates 
are ranked by the high-
est number of grade 
I passes obtained in 
seven qualifying units 
and other criteria in the 
event of a tie.

The Education 
Minister announced 
that Williams has left 
the island to attend 
college.

“Mr. Rol’J Williams, 
who is a household 
name now with his 
phenomenal achieve-
ment, has already gone 
to university abroad. I 
would like to congratu-
late Mr. Thomas and 
Mr. Williams on their 
achievements” he said.

The Observer learned 
that Williams is at-
tending St. Andrews 
College in Scotland 
where is pursuing his 

dream of becoming a 
neurologist.

Williams was also 
named Valedictorian of 
the Nevis Sixth Form 
College during the 
graduation ceremony. 
Though he was absent, 
his speech was pre-re-
corded and played dur-
ing the ceremony. 

Rol’J Williams, 
achievements include: 
former Youth Tourism 
Minister; Caribbean 
Junior Tourism 
Minister;,  captured sec-
ond place in the FCCA 
essay contest; repre-
sented the Federation 
at the United States 
Government and World 
Learning 2015 Youth 
Ambassadors Program 
for Brazil, Argentina, 
Chile, the Caribbean 
and the United States; 
captured first-place in 
the 2017 OECS Essay 
Competition; captured 
second-place in the “Be 
High Commissioner of 
the Day” video com-
petition; and had other 
achievements before 
his 18th birthday.

Rol’J Williams
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High Court disposes of three of six cases 
By Monique Washington 

The Eastern Caribbean Supreme 
Court, Nevis Circuit November crim-
inal assizes, officially came to an end 
this week with one trial, one guilty 
plea, one case dismissed and three 
cases traversed to the April 2019 
criminal assizes. All cases were 
heard before Her Lordship Justice 
Loraine Williams.

The November assizes in Nevis 
opened on Nov. 6. Six cases were 
slated to be heard. They were 
Keon Moore, who was on bail for 
the charge of unlawful wounding; 
Reece Walters, who has been re-
manded at Her Majesty’s Prison for 
Murder; Lawton Forbes, who has 

been remanded for attempted mur-
der, grievous bodily harm, posses-
sion of firearm and possession of 
ammunition; and Leroy Pemberton, 
who is on bail for unlawful wound-
ing and two rape cases.

Leroy Pemberton faced Justice 
Williams and pleaded guilty to his 
charge. According to Police reports 
Leroy “Bogie” Pemberton of New 
Castle on July 12, 2016, allegedly 
attacked Rickell “Turbo” Mills of 
Barnaby with a sharp weapon caus-
ing wounds on his body. Pemberton 
was later arrested and charged and 
received bail in the sum of $10, 
000 with two sureties. Pemberton 
will be sentenced on Dec. 11.

Keon Moore also faced Justice 

Williams to have his case heard, 
however the virtual compliant was 
not in court, so his case was dis-
missed. He had been accused of 
wounding Virgil Martin on May 
20, 2014 in Craddock Road.

The other case that was heard was 
a rape case which involved two ac-
cused men. Because of the nature 
of the crime media houses are not 
allowed to reveal who the accused 
persons are or any information on 
the incident. The case began on 
Monday however as of press time 
the jury had not delivered a verdict.

Three cases will be traversed. In 
the murder case of Reece Walters 
of Cotton Ground, Walters was 
charged with the 2014 murder of 

15-year-old Shante Claxton of 
Jessups Village.

Lawton Forbes case was traversed 
to the April assizes. In 2016, Darnell 
Morton and his girlfriend were sit-
ting in his car when gunshots rang 
out. The bullet penetrated the glass 
on the driver’s side of the vehicle 
and hit Morton in his arm

The last traversed case is a rape 
case.

The April 2018, criminal assizes 
saw two persons pleading guilty, 
three cases being traversed and one 
accused murder being acquitted.

Student art exhibit ‘Preserving 
our land of beauty’

An exhibit with the theme 
‘Preserving our Land of 
Beauty’ encourages art stu-
dents to show their creative 
talents and encourage every-
one to preserve the natural 
resources of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

Students from all public 
high schools in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, as well as the Clarence 
Fitzroy Bryant College and 
Nevis 6th Form, are partici-
pating in the exhibition.

The exhibition on the first and 
second floors of the Cable 

Building, will be on display 
until January 4, 2019. It was 
organized by the Department 
of Youth Empowerment as 
part of the Nov. 1-30 Youth 
Month, during which many of 
the artworks were completed. 

Pierre Liburd, Acting Director 
of Youth Empowerment, not-
ed one of the priority goals 
of the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Federal Youth Policy, 2017-
2022, speaks to preserving 
the environment.

“The theme centres on en-
vironmental awareness, 

conservation and preserva-
tion,’ Liburd said. “That’s 
one of the main pillars” of 
the policy – getting young 
people involved in sustain-
able development of St. Kitts 
and Nevis’ natural resources. 
It engages them in taking 
stock of what we have and 
considering how they would 
present a message to encour-
age others to recognize and to 
preserve it.

“The policy promises that 
we will be supporting and 
providing opportunities for 
young people to develop and 

share their perspectives, their 
talents and take advantage 
of opportunities in numer-
ous fields. Visual arts are one 
such area that the young peo-
ple expressed a keen interest 
in developing.”

Liburd said the department 
hopes to achieve a number of 
benefits from the exhibition.

“For one: provide a platform 
for young people to develop 
and display or expose their 
creative potential, and for the 
public to see and appreciate 
it,” said the acting director. 

“It is also an opportunity for 
them to test the waters; to 
come and be celebrated and 
encouraged; and for them to 
take the first step in develop-
ing a professional career in 
the visual arts.”

The showcase is organized 
by the Department of Youth 
Empowerment in collabora-
tion with the Sandy Point 
Art Association (SPARTA), 
and is sponsored by the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Small Grants 
Programme.

Some of the student artwork on display at the Cable Building until January 4, 2019.
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New 
Basseterre 
High School 
site cleared, 
construction 

planned
Plans for the construc-
tion of the new state-
of-the-art Basseterre 
High School (BHS) are 
advancing as the site at 
Pond’s Extension in East 
Basseterre has now been 
cleared.

The construction of the 
new school has been 
planned since 2015 and 
the government has 
been leaving no stone 
unturned to ensure that 
the environs are prop-
erly cared for during 
the building stage and 
after the high school is 
opened.  

A number of working 
committees spearheaded 
preliminary tasks the 
process of constructing 
the new BHS. One such 
committee was the SKN 
Water Working Group, 
which selected the new 
school’s site.

The parcel of land des-
ignated for building the 
new high school is ap-
proximately 14 acres.

At a press conference 
held on August 02, 2017, 
Prime Minister, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris said that the 
choice to place the school 
near to the aquifer was 
not chosen on a whim, 
it was well thought out 
and professional advice 
was sought. He said sev-
eral sites were discussed 
with technical experts 
and an evaluation sys-
tem put in place. Sites 
were considered and a 
short list made.

“We then as another 
mark of precaution, sub-
mitted that list conscious 
that one of the areas was 

the area around which 
the aquifer and water-
shed presumably lay,” 
Dr. Harris explained. 

“We gathered the best 
team of experts in wa-
ter management issues, 
including Dr. Halla 
Sahely, a former head of 
water management and 
a knowledgeable expert 
in the area. We included 
[persons with] the best 
competency we had 
available in the island 
Nevis, including persons 
from abroad. We said 
put all of them together, 
including Athill Rawlins 
(Former Manager/Water 
Engineer).

“The best minds then 
in water management 
looked at all the sites and 
gave the government the 
go ahead, said the prime 
minister. [They said] 
that there should be no 
reasonable challenge to 
the aquifer and to water 
quality when they pro-
ceed because certain best 
practices were observed.

The health and wellbe-
ing of the students and 
teachers of BHS and the 
preservation of the wa-
tersheds, aquifer, water 
quality and yield will 
never be taken for grant-
ed by the government, 
said the prime minister. 
He added that it will ap-
ply the best standards 
to seek solutions in the 
public interest.

“We will never gamble 
with the lives and well-
being of our citizens. 
The advice we have had 
so far gives us confi-
dence that we are on the 
right track,” concluded 
Prime Minister Harris.

An aerial view of where the new Basseterre High School will be built.
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Blue Economy conferees 
discuss water preservation

NAA delegation from 
St. Kitts and Nevis has 
joined with a consor-
tium of representatives 
from countries around-
the-world at the Nov. 26 
to 28 first Sustainable 
Blue Economy 
Conference hosted here 
by Kenya, Canada and 
Japan.

Conferees discussed 
how to build a blue 
economy which will 
harness the potential 
of the world’s oceans, 
seas, lakes and rivers. 
They are taking particu-
lar interest in involving 
people in developing 
states, women, youth 
and indigenous peoples. 
Participants will dis-
cuss how to leverage 
the latest innovations, 
scientific advances and 
best-practices to build 
prosperity while con-
serving our waters for 
future generations.

The final goal is to make 
concrete commitments 
and decide on practical 
actions that can be taken 
immediately to help the 
world transition to a 
blue economy.

The Federation’s dele-
gation is led by Minister 
of Public Infrastructure, 
International Transport 
et al, the Honourable 
Ian Liburd. Government 
officials support-
ing the minister are 
Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of 
Tourism, Mrs. Carlene 

Henry-Morton; Director 
of Marine Resources, 
Marc Williams; Director 
of Fisheries, Nevis, 
Lemuel Pemberton; 
Foreign Service Officer, 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Sheldon 
Henry; and Marine 
Management and 
Habitat Monitoring 
Officer, Department of 
Marine Resources, Ms. 
Tricia Greaux.

Minister Liburd told at-
tendees at the Leader’s 
Commitment segment, 

the Government of the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis is commit-
ted to develop the blue 
economy to benefit its 
citizens. 

“The government has 
realigned the work 
programs of its marine 
institutions through leg-
islative and policy sup-
port to meet the goals 
that it has set for the 
blue economy in pro-
viding economic oppor-
tunities for the people 
of the Federation for 

the foreseeable future.” 
Liburd said. 

 “It is imperative that 
we truly engage in 
economic diplomacy 
concerning the blue 
economy; as multilat-
eral negotiations arise. 
We have to utilize dif-
ferent approaches and 
strategic thinking as 
small island developing 
states; assess our priori-
ties within the realm of 
realism and practicality; 
while, improving our 
practices and policies 

relating to oceans.”

Within the margins of 
the conference Minister 
Liburd is holding bi-
lateral meetings with 
delegations from differ-
ent countries in order 
to improve the level of 
cooperation between 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
those countries. His 
goal is to maximize the 
prospects for the growth 

of our blue economy. 

Other members of the 
delegation are par-
ticipating in technical 
level exchanges based 
on their level of exper-
tise to support the blue 
economy initiatives 
laid out by Minister 
Liburd on behalf of the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

Lemuel Pemberton (left) and Marc Williams outside the 
conference centre

Conference participants, (left to right) Director of Marine Resources, Marc Williams; 
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism, Mrs. Carlene Henry-Morton; Minister 

of Public Infrastructure, International Transport et al, the Honourable Ian Liburd; Marine 
Management and Habitat Monitoring Officer, Department of Marine Resources, Ms. 

Tricia Greaux; and Foreign Service Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sheldon Henry

CBI Programme 
maintains high 

integrity 
Allegations that for-
eign advertisers offer 
low-priced offers to ac-
cess the Citizenship by 
Investment Programme 
(CIP) are misrepresen-
tations, according to St. 
Kitts and Nevis and CBI 
officials, who indicate 
the Government takes 
very seriously. Such 
activities have never 
been permitted or been 
endorsed.

CEO of the CIB 
Investment Unit Les 
Khan, recently rein-
forced this position 
while speaking at the 
International Real 
Estate and Investment 
Show in Abu Dhabi 
and the 12th Global 
Residence and 
Citizenship Conference, 
hosted by Henley and 
Partners in Dubai.

During the same meet-
ings, Khan discussed 
the allegations dur-
ing a series of one-
on-one meetings with 
agents across those 
territories to confirm 
they are maintaining 
the Federation’s long-
standing policies, which 
are unchanged.

 “Our programmes and 
the different funds on 
offer to investors and 
developers around the 
world have proved to be 
resilient and sustainable 
by continuing to uphold 
both their integrity and 
market values,” Khan 
explained. “This means 
the income flows from 
the programmes direct-
ly into the Government 
to benefit of the country. 
The provisions have 
been unchanged from 
the level at which they 
were promoted.”

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Government responded 
to the alleged reduced 
rates indicating the fol-
lowing minimum in-
vestment levels apply 
for a single applicant, 

with no exceptions:

• US $150,000 for the 
Sustainable Growth 
Fund (SGF);
• US $200,000 for a 
joint investment in real 
estate;
• US $400,000 for an in-
vestment in real estate; 
and
• US $250,000 for 
the Sugar Industry 
D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n 
Foundation (SIDF).

Investments below 
the legal threshold 
unacceptable

A Government state-
ment said, “Not only 
has Government never 
authorised any acts of 
Programme misrep-
resentation, but, quite 
to the contrary, the 
Government has taken 
active steps to eradicate 
them.”

Two entities were re-
cently identified as 
being in breach of 
Programme guidelines. 
The Citizenship by 
Investment Unit (CIU) 
has listed them as en-
tities not authorised 
to submit an applica-
tion for Citizenship by 
Investment on their be-
half or on behalf of any 
other person on the of-
ficial website.

Khan explained an ap-
plicant does not qualify 
for citizenship unless 
they have made the ap-
propriate investment. A 
person wishing to apply 
via the real estate option 
must provide the corre-
sponding purchase and 
sale agreement, which 
must be in keeping with 
Regulations thresh-
olds. Any person found 
to have fraudulently 
claimed to have sub-
mitted the full payment 
will not be approved for 
citizenship.

The Government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis 

reiterates its commit-
ment to uphold the 
integrity and legiti-
macy of St. Kitts and 
Nevis’ Citizenship by 
Investment Programme 
and takes disciplinary 
action against any-
one who breaches the 
laws, regulations and 
policies governing the 
Programme by acts of 
misrepresentation.

The Government also 
addressed allegations 
that an Authorised 
Agent received a letter 
supposed to be from the 
CIU authorising an ap-
plication for Citizenship 
by Investment via the 
real estate option for 
US $150,000, a value 
below the Programmes 
requirements. 

The letter was never 
sent by the CIU

The Government is in-
vestigating the matter 
and will take appropri-
ate measures. The Unit 
thanked those who 
brought this informa-
tion to its attention. It 
encourages anyone pos-
sessing any indication 
of wrongdoing in rela-
tion to the Programme 
to inform the Unit im-
mediately. The Unit is 
committed to ensure 
this type of activity 
does not occur and is 
devoted to providing all 
Authorised Agents with 
a level playing field.

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
CBI Programme is the 
world’s longest-serving 
and most prestigious 
programme offering 
citizenship in exchange 
for an investment in the 
country’s economy. All 
Programme investment 
routes are designed to 
bring further socio-eco-
nomic prosperity to the 
Federation, to benefit 
all St. Kitts and Nevis 
citizens.

“In addition to 

delivering quality and 
integrity in our pro-
gramme, we will con-
tinue to innovate so that 
we retain our enviable 
position both as the 
originator of Citizenship 
by Investment and as 
the respected market 
leader in this field, Khan 
said.

Regulations un-
changeable, discounts 
prohibited

During his activi-
ties in Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi, Khan reiter-
ated the Government’s 
position that they dis-
courage agents from 
selling outside the regu-
lations and there are no 
Government-sanctioned 
discounts on any of the 
product offerings. 

Khan noted that for the 
Sustainable Growth 
Fund, all monies 
are received into the 
Consolidated Fund 
based on the number of 
individuals on the ap-
plication. International 
marketing agents re-
ceive a commission 
only after approval and 
funds are received.

In discussing the pro-
cedures required to 
complete a real estate 
application, Khan em-
phasized these transac-
tions are based on a sale 
of either US $200,000 
or US $400,000. He 
said the application 
must be accompanied 
by a purchase and sale 
agreement. Citizenship 
is granted only after 
receipt of the relevant 
Government fees and 

a Memorandum of 
Transfer is provided. 
Alternatively, the face 
amount must be depos-
ited into escrow.

During Khan’s meetings 
attendees said they re-
spected the Federation’s 
Programme and knew it 
had a high ranking.

The UK’s Financial 
Times Special Report 
in its publication 
“Professional Wealth 
Management: A Guide 
to Global Citizenship 
the CBI Index 2018” 
reported that St. Kitts 
and Nevis’ Citizenship 
by Investment (CBI) 
Programme has been ac-
knowledged as an indus-
try leader in the world’s 
first comprehensive 
guide to countries that 
offer citizenship in ex-
change for investment: 
the CBI Index.

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Programme was com-
pared with 11 other 
countries that offer 
CBI programmes and 
finished on top in four 
out of the seven com-
ponents tested. These 
included due diligence; 
speed and ease of pro-
cessing applications; 
and mandatory travel 
or residence require-
ments. St. Kitts and 
Nevis rated the highest 
in due diligence, owing 
to its strict parameters 
around vetting a poten-
tial applicant, which 
includes collaborating 
with international part-
ners and non-govern-
mental organisations to 
perform thorough on-
the-ground and online 

checks of the applicant.

“An integral part of 
my job is to uphold 
the Platinum Brand,” 
Khan explained. “My 
job is to ensure there is 
consistency in the way 
that our programme is 
marketed and managed 
by our agents and other 
service advisers. 

“This includes seeking 
assurance that they do 
not promote products 
which the Government 
has not sanctioned as 
this may inadvertently 
cause confusion in the 
market. Spending time 
with marketing agents 
around the world there-
fore is time well spent.”

Looking to the future, 
Khan said the CBI 
Unit will continue to 
innovate and develop 
new programmes that 
are consistent with the 
Platinum Brand and 
which add value. He 
referred to the new, 
permanent citizenship 
option in the form of 
the Sustainable Growth 
Fund (SGF) is an ex-
ample of this policy.

“The SGF marks a 
significant maturation 
in the citizenship by 
investment market, as 
the scope of the SGF 
is closely aligned to 
the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals set 
by the United Nations to 
be achieved by 2030,” 
Khan explained. “What 
we do therefore as a 
country with our CBI is 
closely aligned to inter-
national standards.”

A presentation about the CBI Programme is given by CEO of the CIB Investment Unit 
Les Khan



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday November 30th, 2018 The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday November 30th, 2018LOCAL NEWS LOCAL NEWSPage:12 Page:13

Grammy award-winner’s 
visit will promote Nevis 

as a destination
By Monique Washington 

The Stage is set at the 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Centre for Grammy 
award-winning art-
ist Joss Stone’s 

performance, which 
is a part of her ‘Total 
World Tour.’ 

Stone has embarked 
on her most audacious 
project to date - The 
Total World Tour - in 

which she attempts 
to perform in more 
than 200 countries, 
with over 150 coun-
tries complete so far. 
Stone reached out 
to the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 

for the administration 
to collaborate with her 
to make Nevis one of 
her stops. 

Executive Director 
of the Culturama 
Secretariat on Nevis, 

Antonio “Abonaty” 
Liburd noted that 
Stone’s visit will pro-
mote Nevis as a tour-
isms product.  

“The NIA is pleased 
to partner with Joss in 
this effort because we 
feel that it will bring 
some awareness to 
Nevis and the tourism 
product that we offer 
here on Nevis,” Liburd 
said.

Liburd pointed out that 
Stone has millions of 
social media followers, 
so everything that she 
posts about Nevis will 
be seen by the masses.

“By posting clips of 
the island, the concert, 
the island tour and the 
charity, we are confi-
dent that her visit will 
promote Nevis and 
promote the genre of 
music that we have on 
Nevis,” Liburd said. 
“This will promote the 
island as a tourist des-
tination, especially to 
persons in the United 
Kingdom.” 

Stone arrived on the 

island on Wednesday. 
Besides her concert 
on Friday evening the 
performer is scheduled 
to visit a local charity, 
take an island tour and 
shoot a music video 
with the local artist.

Stone will perform 
free of charge to-
night at 8 p.m. at 
the Michael Herald 
Sutton Auditorium at 
the Nevis Performing 
Arts Centre (NEPAC). 
Liburd said members 
of the public planning 
to attend the show 
will not be allowed 
entry without a ticket 
to avoid an overflow 
of patrons at the audi-
torium. A total of 400 
tickets will be avail-
able at the Cultural 
Secretariat or at the 
Box Office at NEPAC. 
Patrons should be seat-
ed by 7:45 p.m. and the 
doors to the auditorium 
will be closed at 8:05 
p.m. Filming and pho-
tography of the event 
will not be allowed.

Stone’s next stop on 
her tour will be Brazil 
on Dec. 5.

Businessman’s daughter, Deputy 
Leader’s cousin shot dead 

By Monique Washington

Daughter of business-
man Myron Jeffers’ 
and Deputy Premier 
of Nevis Hon Alexis 
Jeffers’ cousin, Kishana 
Jeffers lost her life on 
Nov. 22 near Dallas, 
Texas, after what 

appears to be months 
of verbal and physical 
abuse.

Jeffers, her brother and 
sister were partially 
raised on Nevis. They 
visited the island on 
many occasions and 
were well-know by 
many local people. 

According to reports 
from Texas news sourc-
es, on Thanksgiving 
Day, Jeffers and her 
three children were at 
her small apartment in 
Texas. Darryl Stegall, a 
32-year-old truck driv-
er, her alleged ex hus-
band knocked on her 
front door. When the 

knock was unanswered, 
Stegall proceeded to 
kick it down. After en-
tering the apartment 
he opened fire with a 
pistol, shooting Jeffers 
as her three children 
watched. A volley of 
bullets struck her in 
the face, ending her 
life. Stegall then turned 

the gun on himself. He 
survived for three days 
before according to re-
ports, “succumbing to 
self-inflicted gunshot 
wounds.”

According to The 
Dallas News online 
Jeffers recently called 
the police to address al-
tercations she was hav-
ing with Stegall.

In June, Jeffers told the 
police she let Stegall 
into the apartment, but 
asked him to leave af-
ter he called her “a ho,” 
poured a glass of wa-
ter on the floor and lit 
a cigarette beneath the 
smoke alarm.

“When she grabbed her 
phone to call police, 
he wrestled her to the 
floor hitting her in the 
face and fled when the 
911 operator answered. 
When police arrived, 
Stegall was gone and 
Jeffers had visible in-
juries to her arms and 
face,” reports state. 

Jeffers declined to 

make a written state-
ment that night when a 
detective followed up 
with her.

According to 
N B C D F W . c o m , 
“Jeffer’s friends said 
she previously men-
tioned problems she 
had with Stegall, in-
cluding physical and 
verbal abuse.

Thompson said in re-
cent months Jeffers 
had tried to free herself 
from Stegall but was 
still trying to com-
pletely break free. 

Lewisville Police said 
Jeffers called officers 
five times in recent 
months about incidents 
with Stegall, but in 
most cases declined to 
file a police report.”

Jeffers’ father was un-
available for comment.

According to friends of 
the family, the couple’s 
children, ages 7, 9 and 
10, are staying with 
Jeffers’ mother.

Kishana Jeffers lost her life near Dallas, Texas on Nov. 22.

Grammy award-winning artist Joss Stone’s
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Vacancy

Smart Electronics is 
seeking one cellphone/ 
laptop technician with 
8 years experiencs. 
Must be bilingual. 
Call 466 4271

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  R

Vacancy

Fresh Prince Looking 
For Bender Specialize 
in Re- Bar Bending
Contact : 6649317

Vacancy

Octagon
Needs Kitchen 
Assistant
Contact: 469-0673

Vacancy
House Keeper
Contact :669-2212

Vacancy
Juana Boutique 
Needs 1 Seller
Contact: 6656682

Vacancy

Clayponn 
Construction 
Needs a Cleaner 
Contact: 765 9831

Vacancy

Shara Beauty Salon 
Needs 1 Styler & 
Barber Contact: 
6658610

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Sunil Gehani Now residing in # 8 
Calypso Frigate Bay in the town or 
Village of St.kitts do hereby give you 
notice  That it is my intention to apply 
on 16th Day of November 2018 next 
to the District Magistrate 

At Charlestown for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my Premises 
in Former Funky  Monkey Building 
Street in Nelson Spring Road

Dated this 16th  day of November, 
2018.

Signed: Sunil Gehani

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Verlyn David Now residing at 
Marion’s Avenue Street in the town or  

Village of St. Paul’s Parish do hereby 
give you notice That it is my inten-
tion to apply on  November 15th 
2018 next to the District Magistrate 
At Charlestown for a Retail 
Liquor Licence In respect of my

Premises in Charlestown 
Street in Happy Hill Drive

Dated this 11/15/18 day 
of Nov 15, 2018

Signed: VDavid

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Dornette Huggins Now residing 
in St Georges Street  in the town 
or Village of Rawlins Gingerland 
do hereby give you notice

That it is my intention to apply 
on 23rd November 2018 Day of 
November 2018  next to the District 
Magistrate  At Charlestown for a 
Liquor Licence in respect of my 

Premises in St Georges Street  
in Rawlins Gingerland

Dated this 23rd day ofNovember 2018.

Signed: Donette Huggins

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Sophia M Rowe Now residing in 
Pinney’s Street in the town or

 Village of Charlestown do hereby give 
you notice That it is my intention to 
apply on Liquor Licence

Day of November next to the District 
Magistrate At Charlestown for a 
Snack & Bar Licence in respect of 
my Premises in Chapel Street in 
Charlestown

Dated this 12th  day of November, 
2018.

Signed: Sophia Rowe

Vacancy                   

Best Deal Construction

One Labourer

Contact :663-6865

Vacancy

Elroy’s Maintenance 
Maintenance Worker 
Contact: 667-3725

Vacancy

Looking For 
International 
Experience In House 
Keeper/Assistant 
Minimun of 5 
Years Experience

Contact: 
817-776-5334

Vacancy

Position: Chef

Company 
Name: Buddha bar

Requirement: man-
age a restaurant, 
have a knowledge of 
spices, a person can 
speak Hindi as well.

Contact: 
Bunty, 1869-763-9721

Vacancy

Looking For  a Driver 
and  Land Scaper has 
eight years experience 
Contact: 765-5063

For Rent

Apartment For Rent 
Ramsbury Site

Contact: 663-
2122/ 760-2308

Vacancy

Two Chef         
Contact: 665-7268

Vacancy

Supermarket Manager

Contact: 662-8146

Vacancy

Gaming  Cordinator

Contact: 665-2111

Vacancy

Qualified Project 
Manager

With over 10 years 
experience

Contact 663-6877

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

FULLY FURNISH 
ONE BEDROOM 
APARTMENT

PARADISE ESTATE

CONTACT: 

663-6296/ 760-0482

Vacancy 

CJ’s Electrical 
Services is seeking 
(1) one Secretary

Contact: 
1-869-662-9353

Vacancy 

Wanted Mechanic, 
Welder And Truck 
Driver At A&A Heavy 
Equipment Rentals

Contact: 661-2977

Vacancy

Hair + .Com African 
Fashion Designer

Contact: 469-2174

Vacancy 

3 Bedrooms, 2 
Bathrooms, Hot & Cold 
Water, Fully Furnish,

Call:469-5723 664-
3077 665-1025

Vacancy

Sales Manager:- 
Working Hours 9am 
- 5pm must be able to 
work on Sundyas when 
ship in port. Must be 
experienced in Sales.

Apply to:- Sippt LTD. 
T/A Diamond Island

Unit 10, Building #2, 
Port Zante, Basseterre 

St. Kitts

Email Diamond.
Island@yahoo.com

Job opportunity 

We at the Coffee Shop 
are hiring Barista with 
minimum 2 years 
experience in mak-
ing different types of 
coffee and smoothies 
Must be friendly, 
honest and trustworthy 
with a high standard of 
customer service skills 
, knowledge and asset.

Contact: Yacht Club 
Coffee Shop
 Port Zante, St.Kitts 

Tel: 466 9993 
/ 660 1808

House For Rent

Three Bedroom 
Colquhoun 
Estate Nevis

Contact :664-4298

Beauty Inside 
Out (Boutique 
Salon & Spa)

Requirement: 
Experienced Male - 
Female Candidates 
(Beauticians, Nail 
Technicians, Facials, 
Eyelash Extensions, 
Make Up Artists, micro 
Blading, skin care, 
Threading, Manicure/
Pedicure, Waxing, 
Spa therapists).

Contact: dimple@
beautyinsideout.salon

VACANCY

Bananas is looking for a General Manager.  
Qualifications must include:

Prior experience in a similar F&B position

Strong knowledge of excel, POS systems, and social media marketing

Ability to provide a minimum of 3 character/employment references

Strong leaderships skills & customer service excellence

To apply, please email your resume to gilliansmithlowe@gmail.com
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Innovative events 
planned during 

Sugar Mas 47
By Loshaun Dixon

National Carnival dubbed 
Sugar Mas 47 opened last 
Friday in Basseterre sig-
nalling the start of Sugar 
Mas 47.

“In 2015, the Carnival 
Committee was installed 
by the Hon Shawn 
Richards,” Chairman of 
the National Carnival 
Committee Noah Mills 
said. “It seems as if it was 
just yesterday when we 
rolled out Sugar Mas 44 
and here we are ushering 
in Sugar Mas 47,”

Mills thanked Carnival 
stakeholders who make 
the festivities possible ev-
ery year.

“This would not have 
been possible without 
several partnerships, do-
nations and contributions 
from stakeholders,” Mills 
said. “We are talking 
about bands, calypso-
nians, soca artistes, GQ 
participants, Swimsuit 
and national participants, 
talented teen contestants, 
the junior calypsonians, 
the persons who compete 
in jouvert, parade troupes, 
public works, SKELEC 
and Solid Waste.”

Acting Minister of 
Culture Eugene Hamilton 
declared Carnival Open 
and gave a brief history of 
Carnival in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

“Today, we are celebrat-
ing the Sugar Mas 47...
notwithstanding the many 
years of transforma-
tions that decades would 
have lent to carnival,” 
Hamilton said. “Under 
Minister Richards’ vision 
this National Carnival 
Committee headed by 
Noah Mills, which was 
installed in 2015, con-
tinues to introduce many 
innovations, all aimed 
at further augmenting 
the overall quality of the 
Carnival.” He said the 

innovation continues 
this year with planned 
activities. 

“This year, the Carnival 
calendar includes a Sugar 
Mas Olympics, that is in-
novation,” Hamilton said. 
“There will also be a BBQ 
competition and Carnival 
Museum. We continue to 
see innovation that will 
allow visitors and nation-
als to reminisce as they 
look and listen to memo-
ries of the Carnivals of 
yesteryear.”

Hamilton said budgets 
and financial reports are 
now being prepared to 
provide the government 
with a clearer snapshot of 
what the Carnival costs 
and the benefits. “Against 
this backdrop, we will 
further assess the benefits 
of Carnival,” Hamilton 
said. “The ministry under 
which Carnival falls will 
engage the University of 
the West Indies (UWI) to 
conduct an impact study 
to understanding the 
Carnival’s real contribu-
tion to the economy.”

Hamilton said UWI’s as-
sessment will determine 
in dollar terms how much 
money is being spent the 
Carnival is adding to the 
economy.

“You need a study to tell 
you how it’s impacting 
people coming into the 
country and the revenues 
that government gains,” 

Hamilton explained. “The 
financial statements for 
Sugar Mas 44 have been 
completed. The report for 
Sugar Mas 45 is being 
prepared; and it is expect-
ed that the financial report 
for Sugar Mas 46 will be 
ready by March 2019.

“To all stakeholders in-
cluding vendors, service 
suppliers, spectators, 
revellers the Carnival 
Committee and Ministry 
want to say thank you for 
contributing to our cul-
tural heritage and being 
part of what will become 
our Carnival legacy in the 
future.”

Hamilton also called for 
safety during Sugar Mas 
47.

“I encourage everyone to 
be alert, vigilant and care-
ful,” Hamilton said. “We 
do not want any unintend-
ed incidents or accidents 
that cause harm to anyone 
or any group. We want a 
carnival that is incident-
free and accident-free.”

During the opening cer-
emony, pageant partici-
pants were introduced to 
the audience and received 
their sashes from the 
sponsors.

Following the cer-
emony female calyp-
sonians participated in 
the Female Calypso 
Bacchanal, won by Ms. 
Independent.

Republic Financial acquires 
Scotiabank’s operations

Republic Financial 
Holdings Limited 
(RFHL) has entered into 
an agreement to acquire 
Scotiabank’s St. Kitts 
and Nevis banking op-
erations. The agreement 
also includes Guyana, 
St. Maarten and the 
Eastern Caribbean 
territories, including 
Anguilla, Antigua and 
Barbuda, Dominica, 
Grenada, St. Lucia, 
and St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. 

The purchase price is 
US $123 million, which 
represents US $25 mil-
lion consideration for 
total shareholding of 
Scotiabank Anguilla 
Limited; and a premium 
of US $98 million over 
net asset value for op-
erations in the remain-
ing eight countries. This 
price does not include 
any amounts required to 
capitalise the branches 
post-closing. The agree-
ment, executed on Nov. 
27 signalled the com-
mencement of a trans-
action that is subject to 
all regulatory and other 
customary approvals 
and conditions.

In making the an-
nouncement, Ronald F 
deC. Harford, Chairman 
of RFHL, said “This 
acquisition represents 
another major milestone 
for the Republic Group.  
As we grow and acquire 
significant positions in 
our existing markets, 
it is important that we 
continue to broaden 
our footprint, region-
ally and internationally. 
This agreement, which 
is subject to all regula-
tory approvals, affords 
us the opportunity to 
reach more clients in the 
Eastern Caribbean and 
Guyana, two markets 
we are familiar with, 
and build new relation-
ships in St. Maarten. 

“We are confident that 
our expanded presence 
or entrance in those mar-
kets will redound to the 
benefit of Scotiabank’s 

clients and employees 
as well as Republic’s 
existing stakeholders. 
I would like to thank 
Scotiabank for the con-
fidence expressed in 
our ability to look after 
their valuable clients, 
and we are pleased that 
all impacted employees 
of Scotiabank in the 9 
countries will join the 
Republic Group.”

The Republic Group’s 
total asset base as at 
September 30, 2018 
stood at US $10.5 bil-
lion, with equity at US 
$1.5 billion and profits 
attributable to share-
holders for the year end-
ed September 30, 2018 
of US $198 million. 

This acquisition will in-
crease the Group’s asset 
size by approximately 
US $2.5 billion and will 
be accretive to the earn-
ings of the Group by ap-
proximately US $ 0.20 
per share. Citigroup 
Global Markets Inc. is 
advising RFHL on this 
transaction.

“Scotiabank is proud to 
work with the Republic 
Group – a leader in 
financial services in 
the Caribbean who 
is well positioned to 
invest and grow the 
business, and to pro-
vide customers across 
the region with lead-
ing financial solutions 
that meet their needs,” 
said Ignacio (Nacho) 
Deschamps, Group 
Head, International 

Banking at Scotiabank.

Harford explained 
that RFHL’s focus on 
seeking out expansion 
opportunities in the 
Caribbean is a testament 
to the Group’s confi-
dence in and commit-
ment to the Caribbean 
region. He added, “We 
have a proven track re-
cord of adding value to 
the markets we enter, 
and we look forward 
to partnering with the 
teams in these ter-
ritories to deliver ex-
cellence in customer 
satisfaction, employee 
engagement and social 
responsibility.”

Republic Bank Limited 
(RBL) originally 
called Colonial Bank 
was formed in 1837. 
Colonial Bank was the 
first commercial bank 
in Trinidad and Tobago 
and the company 
evolved with the chang-
ing social and economic 
landscape. In the 1970’s 
with the demand for 
localization, the major-
ity of ownership passed 
into local hands and in 
1981 the Bank changed 
its name to Republic 
Bank Limited.

Today, RBL is one of 
the largest and most 
profitable banks in 
the English speak-
ing Caribbean with 15 
subsidiaries and over 
4,000 employees in 
Trinidad and Tobago, 
Grenada, Barbados and 
Guyana. In 2013, RBL 

became the first bank 
in the English speaking 
Caribbean to become 
a major stakeholder on 
the African continent 
through its acquisition 

of a 40 percent stake in 
HFC Bank (Ghana) and 
in 2015 this stake was 
increased to 57 percent.

For the financial year 

ending September 30, 
2016, the Group’s to-
tal assets stood at TTD 
66.86 billion and profit 
was TTD 946 billion.

Ronald F deC. Harford, Chairman of Republic Financial 
Holdings Limited

Scotiabank’s St. Kitts and Nevis office
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KN0260001 SAV 2600000000075457 JAMES ESDAILLE
KN0260001 CHQ 2600000000202874 NELMA WARNER GREENAWAY
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000014016 ERNEST FLEMMING
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000092459 ALPHONSO BARTLETTE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000116412 FRANKLIN BRAND
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000097302 ANDREW FRANCE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000072137 JOSEPH POWELL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000117109 LAUGHTON ARTHURTON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000002247 ROSALIND NANTON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000120363 CAMELLA R BROWNE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000107391 CLASSICAL FITNESS CENTRE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000112058 RUSTON TAYLOR
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000126043 ALEX CARTER
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000120468 ISHMAEL HANLEY
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000117338 SYLVANIE THOMPSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000114126 JOYAH J SUTTON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000120568 SHIRLETA JEFFERS-BRANDY
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000000473 EDNA HENDRICKSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000120649 GEORGE MAYNARD
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000900156 ANTHONY GUMBS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000113758 CHARLESTOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000109308 MURIEL EMMENTINE THOMPSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000106158 BERNADETTE SELKRIDGE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000018267 MARJORIE BYRON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000069376 DANIEL ‘DEC’D DORE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000117257 LESLIE HANLEY
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000087781 ASHLEY NISBETT
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000117702 KIRTLEY FLEMING
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000098918 ROSETTA MORTON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000094613 HESKETH WILLIAMS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000109017 LAUGHTON HUGGINS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000124628 OSBERT SMITH
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000111062 TREVOR SIMMONDS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000115262 DWIGHT MC LACHLAN
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000051868 VERDIS BROWNE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000805404 RAKESH GROVER
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000064471 CLARISTINE CARR
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000112719 EUGENE MORTON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000121475 AGENCY AND BROKERAGE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000125257 RAMDEO SHEOPRASHAD
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000068938 JOSEPH BROOKES
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000125128 MERVELLE HULL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000098295 CLARESTINE HUGGINS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000126884 GEORGETTER MAYNARD
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000108797 ULEENE JEFFERS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000099585 WAYNE BARTLETTE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000022318 MARRIS RICHARDSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000055421 BETHEL CHURCH
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000059125 GEORGIANA FLEMMING
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000131446 CHERISE RICHARDSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000801433 FERDY WILLIAMS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000503025 ANELL LIBURD-FARRELL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000080892 NIXON WILKINSON

TRANSIT ACCOUNT TYPE ACCOUNT NBR NAME

RBTT BANK SKN LIMITED ABANDONED PROPERTY 
AS AT 31 OCTOBER 2018

In accordance with the Banking Act, No 1 of 2015 we hereby publish hereunder the names of account holders of the RBTT Bank SKN Limted  
with unclaimed balances for over 15 years. Unclaimed amounts will be transferred to the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank if no claim is 

made within thirty (30) days of this notice. Any claims should be made to the RBTT Bank SKN Limited, Chapel Street Charlestown, Nevis.

KN0260001 SAV 2600000000117273 JOSEPH CLAXTON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000801557 KHAMAL OSMAR MOHAMMED
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000110805 MOSES TYSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000120185 TROY DOUGLAS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000900277 MALTIN MOVING
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000105968 JOSEPH N CORNELIUS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000069279 MERLYN BROWNE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000080574 CHRISTINA STAPLETON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000099348 CONROY BROWNE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000109618 ALBANY JEFFERS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000110236 GERTRUDE DAVID
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000107308 JULIET DANIEL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000117052 ESUA THOMPSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000073047 ELMA PARRIS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000048417 MELFORD ARCHIBALD
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000116889 PAUL HECTOR
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000113348 ROSETHA CLAXTON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000114495 BEVERICK LIBURD
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000061437 JOHN CHESLEY ABBOTT
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000502638 THOMAS B CONWAY
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000802634 MARY E THOMPSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000801735 EVERETTE CLARKE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000081805 BURNET WILLIAMS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000076526 HARY WILLIAMS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000115278 INGRID BISSETTE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000116366 VALENTINA MARTIN
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000036974 KATHERINE TAYLOR
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000044314 YREANA FLACK
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000111868 CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000802197 ELENITA DE-SHATLO
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000047108 ST JOHNS CHOIR
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000095245 RODNEY POWELL
KN0260001 CHQ 2600000000201584 JERRY WHISLER
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000115138 PEARL YOUNG
KN0260001 CHQ 2600000000200928 ESTATE OF EDWARD BONSALL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000066997 PAULA PARRIS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000070657 ARNOLD SMITHEN
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000032944 BERNARD SAMUEL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000502843 JOHN MITCHELL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000090693 OMEL NISBETT
KN0260001 CHQ 2600000000201169 MALVON HERBERT
KN0260001 CHQ 2600000000202588 AGENCY AND BROKERAGE
KN0260001 CHQ 2600000000700408 CONSOLIDATED MEDICAL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000503157 TEK NET INC
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000073233 PRISCILLA POWELL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000050209 CALVIN CLIFTON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000102397 OWEN HOBSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000119225 WILLIAM DANIEL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000503149 MOUNTAIN VIEW FILMS INC
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000097175 VANCE MULCARE
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000124873 EDWARD BROOKES
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000064226 DAISY HENDRICKSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000060271 PATRICK BRANDY
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000060007 WINGROVE PERKINS
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000800399 MURIEL EMMENTINE THOMPSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000803681 JAMES A LIBURD
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000072636 SPENCER HOWELL
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000089757 JOHN WARD
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000900784 VIOLET CARMEN TYSON
KN0260001 SAV 2600000000805323 ALEXIS CARTER

TRANSIT ACCOUNT TYPE ACCOUNT NBR NAME
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PDA: Nevis will own Geothermal No 
Foreign company will own it

By Monique Washington 

The People’s 
Democratic Alliance 
(PDA), the new Non- 
Political Party in Nevis 
plans to own geother-
mal in Nevis instead of 
buying it from a foreign 
entity.

The Concerned 
Citizens-led Nevis 
Island Administration, 
along with the sole elec-
tricity supplier the Nevis 
Electricity Company 
Limited (Nevlec) and 
Nevis Renewable 
Energy International 
(NREI), signed a Power 
Purchase Agreement. 
The agreement provides 
for geothermal resourc-
es on Nevis to supply 25 
years of domestic base-
load renewable energy 
supply. The first phase 
of the project will see 
9 megawatts of power 
that is immediately ex-
pandable to meet the 
ongoing power needs 
of the island and capa-
ble of exporting 40-50 
megawatts of additional 
power to neighboring 
islands.

Glenvile Herbert, a 
PDA-member, not-
ed they will be re-
questing from the 

government a copy of 
the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 
between the NIA, 
Nevlec and NREI.

“The geothermal issue 
in this country, we have 
been looking at it,” 
Herbert said. “We have 
had one or two consul-
tants looking at this. We 
intend to ask for a MOU 
from the government on 
the contract between the 
NIA and the NREI. We 
want them to disclose 
the MOU and that will 
tell us the terms of the 
contract.”

Herbert said the PDA 
will seek to change the 
terms of the contract 
“and if there is an is-
sue with it we plan to 
go for a judicial review 
on the matter. We don’t 
know if it was an act of 
Parliament, but from 
our knowledge and 
standpoint it was not.”

 “We think that we can 
own geothermal in this 
country” through their 
People’s Investment 
Program (PIP). 

“We intend to use the 
PIP capitalization fund 
to raise money to do 
Phase Two in this coun-
try.” Herbert said.”“If 

we can get our people 
into the PIP they can, 
for the rest of their lives 
receive some sort of 
dividends back on their 
investment.”

Premier Hon Mark 
Brantley announced last 
week that the develop-
ers had difficulty rais-
ing the money for the 
production stage (Phase 
Two). He added that in 
recent months NREI has 
brought in Blackrock 
Securities, “which they 
say will provide some 

equity financing and 
The Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation 
(OPIC), an arm of the 
United States govern-
ment, a self-sustaining 
agency that helps 
American businesses 
invest in emerging 
markets.”

“The second phase is a 
critical phase,” Herbert 
said. “They (NIA) have 
not been able to pull it 
off. Why is it so critical? 
It is hard to raise mon-
ey to do it. Once you 

have discovered steam, 
you have to go down 
with huge chunks of 
pipes and move a huge 
amount of steam up to 
move turbines. That is 
the stage where you are 
not sure if you can get 
that. That is where the 
difficulty comes in get-
ting money.”

Herbert pointed out that 
not only are you sell-
ing geothermal, you 
are selling geothermal 
sludge and geothermal 
metallic’s they find 

down there can be sold 
to international brokers 
and that is where the 
real money is. He noted 
that they are looking at 
the Iceland model of 
their geothermal project 
that has proven to be 
very successful there. 

Herbert was adamant 
about Nevis owning 
its own geothermal be-
cause “we will not stand 
by and watch the major 
investment in this coun-
try be given away.”

Geothermal site in Nevis.

‘Christmas Cultural Hop’ to 
bring cultural spirit to Nevis

Villagers in Nevis 
will have a chance on 
Dec. 1 to participate 
in the first ‘Christmas 
Cultural Hop,’ orga-
nized by the Nevis 
Cultural Development 
Foundation (NCDF).

According to NCDF 
Chief Executive Officer 
Jerome Rawlins, 
the Christmas cultural 
event will entail per-
formances in a variety 
of categories including 

dance, masquerades, 
steel pan, and clowns, 
in an effort to engender 
the Christmas cultural 
spirit which existed in 
years gone by.

“This is something that 
has been missing in 
Nevis for a number of 
years and so the NCDF 
is trying to revive 
that culture, to revive 
that Christmas spirit 
in Nevis,” Rawlins ex-
plained. ““I would like 

to invite the people of 
the various villages to 
come on out and lend 
your support. Support 
the young persons. 
Support the school 
children who will be 
performing. Support 
those who are bringing 
the Christmas spirit to 
you, just like the old 
days when you had 
the masquerades going 
through the villages.”

The NCDF team will 

leave their Pinney’s 
Estate office and stop 
at villages to per-
form. The first will be 
at Jessups, followed 
by Cotton Ground, 
Newcastle, Camps, 
Brick Kiln, Butlers, 
top of Zion, Hanley’s 
Road, Church Ground 
and Bath Village. 
The Christmas Cultural 
Hop will culminate at 
the War Memorial in 
Charlestown.

Jerome Rawlins, Chief Executive Officer of the Nevis 
Cultural Development Foundation invites everyone to 

participate in the ‘Christmas Cultural Hop.’

Antoine Galloway 
in stable condition 
following shooting 

incident 
By Loshaun Dixon

Antoine Galloway a 23-
year old resident of Mad 
House Alley, Newtown 
is in stable condition 
after being attacked and 
shot by an armed as-
sailant in George Street 
Newtown in Basseterre.

According to a 

communiqué by the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
Galloway was walking 
along George Street 
when a lone gunman 
approached him and 
opened fired. Galloway 
was shot several times 
about the body and was 
seriously injured. 

He was rushed to 

the hospital by the 
Emergency Medical 
Service where he un-
derwent emergency 
surgery. Galloway is 
currently listed as being 
in a stable condition.

Members of the Crime 
Scene Unit visited and 
processed the scene 
and items of evidential 
value were taken into 

Police custody.  The 
RSCNPF also indicated 
that one person has been 
taken into Police cus-
tody following a shoot-
ing incident at George 
Street, Newtown on 
Wednesday, Nov. 28 
in which a young man 

was seriously injured. 
The person in custody 
is assisting with the 
investigation.

The Police are making 
an appeal to anyone 
who might have any 
information in relation 

to this incident to call 
the Violent Crimes Unit 
(VCU) at 467-1887, 
467-1888, or 662-3468 
or their nearest Police 
Station. Investigations 
into the matter are 
ongoing.

One Charged in attempted murder
Kyrhon Philip of John 
England Village, St. 
Peters has been charged 
with the offence of 

Attempted Murder of 
Ian Pemberton.

Thirty-two-year-old 

Pemberton was shot 
multiple times about 
the body on Nov. 8 in 
Lower Monkey Hill 

shortly after 1:00a.m.  
Reports indicated he 
was shot while in a 
building on the same 

premises where he op-
erates his car wash.

Philip was charged 

on Nov. 24. He was 
remanded to Her 
Majesty’s prison.
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RBC Royal Bank of Canada Abandoned Property 
as at 31st October, 2018

ACCOUNT TYPE TRANSIT ACCOUNT NBR NAME

Chequing 09395 500-800-8 EUGENE PARRY MADINA BRANTLEY
Current A/c 09395 100-091-8 PORTAL OPPORTUNITES INC
Current A/c 09395 100-158-5 LOGAN LIMITED
Current A/c 09395 100-178-3 MORANA OR CHRISTOPHE BORER VERA VUCELIC
Current A/c 09395 100-320-1 ST KITTS 4-H ORGANIZATION
Current A/c 09395 100-444-9 KENNETH CARLISLE WENT
Current A/c 09395 100-459-7 HIBISCUS LIMITED
Savings 09395 700-598-6 MARIA BRIDGEWATER
Savings 09395 702-244-5 IDITHA ROSETA PHILIP JOSEPH MATTHEW
Savings 09395 704-247-6 METHODIST YOUTH CHRISTIAN ACTION PROGRAMME
Savings 09395 704-323-5 MR KIRKLAND WALTERS
Savings 09395 704-501-6 JAMES JEFFERS CONRAD JEFFERS
Savings 09395 707-014-7 ALFRED AARON JEFFERS LOUVINA JEFFERS
Savings 09395 710-721-2 MARSHAW OR VINCENT OR MARIET BUCKLEY
Savings 09395 711-169-3 MRS LENNOTH JOSEPH OR MS. TJELDA JOSEPH
Savings 09395 713-385-3 MS. GWENDOLEYNE SAHELY OR MR NABIH SAHELI
Savings 09395 715-125-1 BARBARA ANN LAKE HELEN AUDAIN
Savings 09395 715-435-4 ROYAL BANK OF CANADA CASH COLL
Savings 09395 716-930-3 MORAVIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP COUNCIL
Savings 09395 716-977-4 THOZA THOMPSON & ELDJEAN
Savings 09395 717-420-4 HORACE HUTSON
Savings 09395 717-915-3 NIGEL STANLEY KATHLEEN STANLEY
Savings 09395 718-513-5 RIO RITA MATTEW
Savings 09395 729-780-7 CHRISTOPHER ELLIOTT D WALWYN R D E YEARWOOD
Savings 09395 751-420-1 MURIEL HELENA WELSH CARTY
Savings 09395 760-023-2 GORDON E DENVER
Savings 09395 760-083-6 VANESSA EMELDA POWELL
Savings 09395 760-423-4 AGATHA ESTHER PEMBERTON
Savings 09395 761-735-0 CLEO ACKINTOLA CHAKA HAMM
Savings 09395 761-923-2 WILLIAM NISBETT ZAHAYA NISBETT
Savings 09395 762-253-3 DYSON R WALTERS
Savings 09395 762-313-5 HAZEL MARGUERITE ALLEN
Savings 07887 730-744-0 GLORIA THOMPSON SHARON BALBOSA
Savings 07887 731-552-6 PATRICK E BURROUGHS
Savings 07887 731-657-3 SOCIETY FOR VETERINARY MEDICAL ETHICS
Savings 07887 780-176-4 MR CLIVE WOODLEY MRS MICHELLE WOODLEY
Savings 07887 780-267-1 ANTHONY NATHANIEL RAWLINS INGA TASSIA STANLEY

DRAFT NUMBER BENEFICIARY ORDERING CUSTOMERP

A05492 COMPTROLLER OF INLAND REVENUE RANDOLPH RILEY
522092 DENISIA FURLONGE RAPHAEL HERBERT
A00909 CHARLES WHITE 
538859 ST KITTS CALL CENTRE Return salary f/oTAJEH WARNER
A012123  
307567 
307573  
324717  
324733  
397531  
397581  
397582  
397598  
397596  
397597  
397633  
397836  
5492  
909  
522092  
538859  

In accordance with the Banking Act Sec 61(3), we publish hereunder the names of account holders of RBC Royal Bank of Canada with unclaimed 
balances for over 15 years. Unclaimed amounts will be transferred to the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank if no claim is made within thirty (30) days of 
this notice. Interested parties may inquire at their local RBC Royal Bank of Canada Branch, if their names appear on the abandoned Property Listing.

Development Bank, 
Keeth Arthurton 

rejuvenate 
Nevis cricket

Nevis was the first 
among the Leeward 
Islands to place a player 
on the senior West Indies 
Cricket team in 1972, 
opening floodgates that 
saw the it producing an-
other six cricketers who 
went on to wear the West 
Indies colours.

West Indies Cricket 
team members were 
Elquemedo Willett 
(1972); Derick Parry 
(1978); Keeth Arthurton 
(1988); Stuart Williams 
(1994); Carl Tuckett 
(1998); Runako Morton 
(deceased) (2005); and 
Kieran Powell (2011).

While sister island St. 
Kitts is yet to place 
a player on the West 
Indies team, it is cur-
rently doing better than 
Nevis in terms of cricket 
growth. Nevis is lagging 
at the grassroots, while 
St. Kitts is doing well 
having this year won the 
Leeward Islands Cricket 
Tournament for the third 
time in a row. In the 
same competition this 
year, Nevis finished at 
the bottom.

This trend has raised 
concerns in the right 
quarters. Cricket in 
Nevis is a pale shadow 
of what it used to be. St. 
Kitts-based former West 
Indies middle order bats-
man, Nevisian Arthurton 
has feels something 
needs to be done in quick 
time. He is partnering 
with the Development 
Bank of St. Kitts and 
Nevis (DBSKN) to help 
reverse the downward 
trend.

Arthurton contacted 
the Ministry of Social 
Development in Nevis 
and offered to coach 
cricket on the island, a 
proposal that was read-
ily accepted. He has 

been running a training 
programme targeting 
21-year olds and under 
every Friday at the ETW 
Park in Charlestown.

“I did a proposal and 
I submitted it to the 
Ministry of Social 
Development like I nor-
mally do in St. Kitts,” 
Arthurton said. “I asked 
them if they can accom-
pany me to upgrade the 
practice facilities be-
cause the guys are com-
plaining so much about 
how inadequate the fa-
cility is and nobody is 
doing anything.”

He approached corporate 
citizens, among them 
the Development Bank 
of St. Kitts and Nevis. 
The bank’s Marketing 
Officer Ms. Vernitha 
Maynard assured him 
the Development Bank 
would be willing to part-
ner with him as he has 
conducted successful 
programmes in St. Kitts.

“I want to thank the 
Development Bank for 
contributing significant-
ly,” Arthurton said after 

he received the sponsor-
ship cheque from Nevis 
Branch Manager Ms. 
Hyacinth Pemberton.  
“That money is going to 
be used to upgrade the 
nets and facilities to in-
clude a shed or pavilion 
where players can put 
their gear and where we 
can have classroom ses-
sions,” Arthurton said. 
“It will also be used for 
preparing before we do 
physical activities and 
will serve as a shelter 
from the sun.”

Presently, Arthurton 
has about 25 Under-21 
players attending the 
sessions. He still makes 
time for Under-15 and 
Under-17. He hopes to 
unearth talent in Nevis 
as did in St. Kitts where 
he coached since 2002.

Among his notable 
players in St. Kitts, the 
name of right-handed 
batsman Akheam Fox 
stands out; Fox joined 
the Oxford Brookes 
University in England 
and was a member of the 
university’s prestigious 
Marylebone Cricket 

Club Universities 
Cricketing Centre of 
Excellence.

“Even though I am liv-
ing in St. Kitts, I think 
I owe it to Nevisians 
to put something back 
meaningful because I 
have put a lot back be-
fore,” Arthurton said. “I 
want to do this so that 
people could recognise 
that it could be done.”

Manager at the 
Nevis Branch of the 

Development Bank of 
St. Kitts and Nevis, Ms 
Hyacinth Pemberton, on 
presenting the sponsor-
ship cheque to Arthurton 
observed that the bank 
places a great premium 
in the overall develop-
ment of the country’s 
youth and hence the rea-
son it is partnering with 
Arthurton.

“If Nevis’ cricket is go-
ing back to where it used 
to be, there is not a better 
person than Arthurton 

to do the job,” Ms 
Pemberton observed. 
“He knows what it 
takes to be a great crick-
eter because he is one. 
Having offered to trans-
fer skills to the youth in 
Nevis, he should be ap-
plauded and given all the 
support he needs. We at 
the Development Bank 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
are proud to partner 
with him in this noble 
endeavour.”

Keeth Arthurton shows Ms. Hyacinth Pemberton an 
artistic impression of the new facility that will be put up 

at the Elquemedo T. Willett Park in Charlestown.

Former West Indies middle order batsman, Keeth Arthurton, receives Development 
Bank’s sponsorship cheque from Nevis Branch Manager Ms. Hyacinth Pemberton.
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CMYK

Christmas
MEGA SALE

ONLY AT

BUILDERS PARADISE

DISCOVER THE COMPLETE LINE OF HIGH QUALITY PAINTS 
AND COATINGS BY MASTER PAINTS AT 

BUILDERS PARADISE. 

Like FRESHCOAT, 
our 100% acrylic paint with excellent 

coverage available in over 
4,000 colors to choose from. 

Make Builders Paradise your go-to-store for 
unbeatable prices, quality paints and colors.

ChristmasChristmas is around the corner

StartyourChristmaswith
FRESHCOAT 

byMasterPaints

and so the countdown for painting your house begins.

 From the Supervisor of Election. 
Issue 75: Democracy and Elections. 

Elections and democracy should go 
together like a horse and carriage. 
But this isn’t always so. Let me 
explain. 

There are many academics who 
study political science, elections 
and democracy.   I was introduced to 
two such persons, Thomas Edward 
Flores and Irfan Nooruddin,  at 
the meeting in the Dominican 
Republic, where they were invited 
to present  their  book  “Elections 
in Hard Times: Building Stronger 
Economies in the 21st Century”

They introduced concepts such as 
contingent legitimacy, performance 
legitimacy and democratic-insti-
tutional legitimacy.  I also learned 
about competitive elections. 
Contingent legitimacy refers to the 
“honeymoon” period that comes 
with winning an election;   perfor-
mance legitimacy is the ability to 
generate goods and services for the 
public; and democratic -institution-
al legitimacy restrains the incum-
bent from subverting democratic 
rule. Heady stuff indeed!     

When a government has poor per-
formance legitimacy, it is minded 
to buy off voters with bribes and 
to suppress dissent.  This is where 

campaign financing and the con-
cept of limitations become impor-
tant.  Performance legitimacy is 
also linked to national resources; 
rich countries (as determined by 
per capita tax dollars) have higher 
performance legitimacy than poor 
countries’ and this has an impact on 
elections and electioneering.

Competitive election is easier to 
understand.  They are elections that 
determine a head of government, 
allows for an opposition featuring 
more than one party, and offers a 
choice of candidates on the ballot.

The authors posit that elections are 
on the increase, that they are freer 
and fairer but democracy is not on 
the increase and they presented data 
to support this hypothesis.

The authors showed that the elec-
tions were at a high point in the 
1940’s when 33% of sovereign 
countries held elections.  It dipped 
to about half of that in the mid 70’s, 
and increased again towards the 
mid 2000’s.  Competitive elections 
mirrored that pattern.

What is the significance of this?  
Well, too many recent elections 
in too many places have ended in 

acrimony and court wrangling.  The 
voice of the people doesn’t seem 
to be the voice of God anymore. 
Losing candidates refuse to accept 
results and challenge them in the 
Courts.  Motions of no confidence 
abound.  Political violence erupts, 
even within some Parliaments.  
Coup d’etats. Families divided.  
Aggressive talk shows with bla-
tantly political overtones.  Spin, lots 
of it.  Former prime ministers who 
behave as if they are still in office.  
Villification of electoral officials.  
And then a refusal, having gained 
office, to effect meaningful change.  
An unsettled country in perpetual 
campaign (read divisive) mode.  
These are some of the symptoms of 
a decline in democracy that the au-
thors reflected on, with appropriate 

examples.

In St Kitts & Nevis, since the advent 
of universal suffrage in 1953, the 
federation (or what’s left of it) have 
had at least 14 elections.  Nevis has 
probably had twice as many if you 
add the local and federal ones. Each 
one since 1993 has had challenges.  
In 1967 there was an attempted 
coup.  In 1993 there was political 
violence.  In 2012 the Courts de-
clared a seat vacant one year after it 
was ‘won’.   Three former heads of 
government have been the subject 
of investigations – two local com-
missions of enquiry and one to face 
questions about links with external 
political consultants.

The USA, that perceived bastion of 
democracy, is having more than its 
fair share of electoral challenges, 
but that should not be of any com-
fort to us in the Federation.

Meanwhile, the electoral office still 
aims at having one man, one vote 
in the right place and fairness to all.  
We are convinced that meaningful 
change and free and fair elections 
begin in the inter-polling phases 
with a clean voter registry.  That is 
what we are working towards.

Community Surveys to study 
strengthening coastal road infrastructure
A project, including a survey 
to evaluate the vulnerability 
of the coastal road network 
to climate change and geo-
physical hazards is being 
conducted by the St. Kitts 
and Nevis. The goal of this 
project is to develop a project 
to strengthen the resilience of 
coastal roads specifically in 
the communities of Fortlands/
Irishtown and New Guinea.

The project is entitled, 
“Strengthening Coastal Road 
Infrastructure Resilience to 
Geophysical and Climate 
Related Hazards in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.”

The project includes commu-
nity surveys that will assess 
the vulnerability of the tar-
geted communities to climate 

change and geophysical haz-
ards and their capacity to 
adapt.

Representatives of the consul-
tancy firm CEAC Solutions 
Company Ltd., are being as-
sisted by Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College (CFBC) stu-
dents and representatives of 
the Public Works Department. 
They initiated community 
surveys Nov. 26 and they will 
end Dec. 7 in the Fortlands, 
McKnight, Irishtown, The 
Village, Half Way Tree, New 
Guinea and Sandy Point.

The government encourages 
citizens and residents of these 
communities to cooperate 
to ensure the successful com-
pletion of these important 
surveys.

Labour candidate Dr. Drew calls for 
healthcare delivery improvement

By Loshaun Dixon

Labour candidate for 
Constituency #8 Dr. 
Terrance Drew has 
called for improvement 
in healthcare delivery as 
the government moves 
to implement universal 
health insurance.

Dr. Drew said the health 
infrastructure must im-
prove to permit good uni-
versal health coverage.

“One [infrastructure] that 
truly serves you and your 
family … is good health-
care and good healthcare 
delivery, Dr. Drew said. 
“We want to attack the 
issue of human resource 
scarcity. We want well-
trained doctors and more 
nurses that are trained 
technicians.”

He added that ethics, 

integrity and oversight 
must be part of a univer-
sal healthcare system in 
St Kitts and Nevis.

“We need high integrity,” 
Dr. Drew explained. 
“When we have research 
projects they should be 

governed by good eth-
ics, integrity and over-
sight. All that is needed 
to make sure the travesty 
that occurred with stem 
cell and herpes will never 
happen again.”

Dr. Drew said after all of 

those are in place univer-
sal health coverage can 
be considered.

“After we have these, we 
can think about universal 
healthcare of which na-
tional health insurance 
is a part. National health 
insurance should not be 
a money-making scheme 
for anyone in politics or 
any minister.”

The Labour party candi-
date claimed that since 
2014 all the consultation 
had been done. In his 
opinion national health 
insurance should have 
already been delivered to 
the people of St Kitts and 
Nevis.

Dr. Drew identified a new 
Labour Administration 
plan for universal health 
insurance.

“A new Labour Party 

administration would 
implement a next genera-
tion universal health care 
system that does some of 
the following:

“All children low income 
families, the indigent and 
senior citizens will be 
covered because it is all 
about them. Non civil 
servants will be com-
pletely covered by their 
employers.

“The treatment for can-
cer, kidney failure and 
other similar maladies 
will be covered so we can 
save lives.”

Dr. Drew suggested there 
should be incentives for 
individuals who practice 
living healthy lifestyles.

“It is not all going to be 
about treatment of dis-
eases, because we will 
be able to believe that 

we can prevent diseases. 
Health promotion is go-
ing to be a fundamental 
part of this next genera-
tion universal health care 
plan.”

 “We want to prevent hy-
pertension, diabetes and 
other maladies so that we 
include in the package 
incentives for healthy 
lifestyle practices.”

Dr. Drew also stated that 
they would upgrade the 
hospital to better serve 
the people.

“We are going to produce 
a next generation hospi-
tal,” he said. The hospital 
that we have here in St. 
Kitts and Nevis it is a 
good hospital for the 
time that it has served, 
but improvements need 
to take place. In the 21st 
Century people deserve 
better.”
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16 Days of Activism Against Gender-
Based Violence campaign underway 

A campaign to increase 
awareness of gender-
based violence, prevent 
it whenever possible 
and advocate for relief 
and justice for victims 
has been announced 
by Minister of State 
with responsibility for 
Gender Affairs, the Hon 
Senator Wendy Phipps.

The theme 
“Orange the World: 
#HearMeToo” was se-
lected by UN Women 
for the 2018 obser-
vance of the “16 Days 
of Activism Against 
Gender-based Violence 
Campaign,” bet-
ter known as the “16 
Day Campaign.” Ms. 
Phipps said the 16 
Day Campaign began 
Nov. 25 and continues 
through Dec. 10, under 
the leadership of the 
Departments of Gender 
Affairs on both islands. 
The Minister provided 
some background to 
this special awareness 
campaign.

“The 16 Day 
Campaign is held 
between two major 
United Nations’ obser-
vances,” Ms. Phipps 
explained. “There is the 
Nov. 25, International 
Day for the Elimination 
of Violence Against 

Women; and the Dec. 
10, Human Rights 
Day. The campaign 
was a product of the 
first Women’s Global 
Leadership Institute 
held in 1991 and or-
ganised by the Rutgers 
U n i v e r s i t y - b a s e d 
Centre for Women’s 
Global Leadership.”

Ms. Phipps added 
that the annual obser-
vance of the 16 Day 
Campaign is meant to 
demonstrate solidar-
ity with survivors of 
domestic and gender-
based violence, their 
families, support agen-
cies and governmental 
bodies.

“This is an opportunity 

for united action by and 
on behalf of all people 
who are victims of 
gender-based violence, 
male or female,” Ms. 
Phipps said. “The goal 
is to bring an end to 
such interpersonal and 
anti-social practices. In 
essence these practices 
assault the dignity of 
the human person along 
gender lines. 

“For this reason, the 
2018 campaign is bring-
ing together related 
movements and activ-
ist groups, such as the 
“Me Too Movement,” 
calling for an end to the 
silence and stigma that 
have come to character-
ize gender-based vio-
lence over the years.”  

The Department of 
Gender Affairs on St. 
Kitts has planned pro-
grammes to observe 
the 16 Day Campaign, 
with the support of 
several agencies and 
special interest groups, 
such as the United 
Nations Educational, 
Scientific and 
Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO). Some of 
these activities are:

Nov. 27, 29, Distribution 
of Brochures and 
Posters depicting the 
commitment to end 
gender-based violence. 
Distribution in schools, 
health facilities, and 
government offices;

Nov. 28, 9:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m., Launch 
and Workshop re: the 
Domestic Violence 
Protocol; and Human 
Rights Presentation, 
Bird Rock Beach Hotel;

Nov. 29, 9:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m., Launch 
and Workshop re: 
Gender Policy Project,  
Bird Rock Beach Hotel. 
(Funded by UNESCO.

Nov. 30, ‘Flash Mob’ 
presentation by the of 
Washington Archibald 
and Basseterre 
High Schools drama 
clubs depicting acts 
of domestic violence 
that are common in 
our Nation. Three ar-
eas around Basseterre 
will be selected for 

the staging of the flash 
mobs. 

December 6, Workshop 
in collaboration with 
Spotlight Inc., a newly 
formed, local non- 
governmental organ-
isation that serves the 
youth community. The 
workshop is meant to 
educate the public on 
gender-based violence.

The Department of 
Gender Affairs wishes 
to remind the public 
that gender-based vio-
lence is not purely a 
case of women and 
girls being the only 
victims. Such violence 
has both female and 
male victims, although 
males are far less likely 
to (a) be abused; and 
(b) report cases of such 
crimes.

The Department of 
Gender Affairs en-
courages the general 
public to support the 
programmes being or-
ganised in observance 
of the 2018 16 Day 
Campaign, with a view 
to getting involved in 
the global mission of 
ending gender-based 
violence wherever it 
exists, starting with St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

Personal-use, not-for-resale items on 
Christmas Incentive Programme

The Christmas 
Incentive program, 
initiated last week by 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, is applicable to 
items intended for per-
sonal use only and not 
for resale, according 
to Deputy Financial 
Secretary, Calvin 
Edwards. 

The Christmas 
Incentive Programme 
is implemented during 

the Christmas and 
Carnival season. It 
provides duty conces-
sions for foodstuff, gift 
packages and passen-
ger allowances for the 
month of December.

The following conces-
sions will be granted: 
non-commercial im-
portation of foodstuff 
up to 400 lbs in weight 
will be free of duty 
and taxes; individuals 
are allowed to import 

non-commercial goods 
valued up to US 
$200 free of duty and 
taxes, and individuals 
travelling in December 
are eligible to duty 
and tax concessions on 
goods brought in up to 
a value US $200.

Edwards said the con-
cessions cater to online 
shoppers.

“As in previous years, 
individuals ordering 

items during after Dec. 
1 to 31will be exempt 
from duty and taxes 
on items with a value 
up to US $200,” said 
Edwards.

The duty-free allow-
ances announced by 
Prime Minister Harris 
complements the two 
discounted Value 
Added Tax (VAT) 
Rate Days planned for 
Friday, Dec. 14 and 
Thursday, Dec. 20.

World AIDS Day 2018 

Why you should get tested today
By Dr. César Núñez 
UNAIDS Latin America 
and Caribbean Regional 
Support Team Director

This is our 30th com-
memoration of World 
AIDS Day. Over the 
last three decades the 
global response to 
HIV has evolved from 
a place of desperation 
to one of hope. Today 
we have a formidable 
toolkit to prevent HIV 
infections and deaths. 

Babies of mothers liv-
ing with HIV can be 
born HIV free. HIV 
positive people can 
be treated so that the 
level of virus in their 
blood is undetectable 
and they are no longer 
infectious. HIV nega-
tive people can take 
medicines to prevent 

contracting the virus. 
All this was unimagi-
nable during the 1980s. 
In short, we now have 
the tools to end the 
AIDS epidemic.  Yet 

the pace of progress 
is not matching global 
ambition.

This year’s World 
AIDS Day theme 

points to a simple ac-
tion that ordinary peo-
ple can take to bring 
us closer to that goal: 
know your status.

HIV testing is a criti-
cal strategy for both 
prevention and treat-
ment. For people who 
test negative there is 
the occasion to assess 
their risks and devise 
a strategy to stay HIV 
free. For those who 
test positive there is 
an opportunity to start 
treatment, stay healthy 
and thrive. 

An estimated 77% 
of people living with 
HIV in Latin America 
and 73% of people 
living with HIV in the 
Caribbean knew their 
status in 2017. This 
means that roughly 
one of every four 
HIV positive people 
in our region are not 
aware. Knowledge is 
power. Knowing your 
status means you can 
take steps to protect 
yourself and others. 
People’s ignorance of 
their HIV status un-
doubtedly contributed 
to the 100,000 new 
infections in Latin 

America and 15,000 
new infections in the 
Caribbean last year. 

In 2017 29% of new-
ly diagnosed cases 
in Latin America 
and almost quarter 
of new diagnoses in 
the Caribbean were 
among people at an 
advanced stage of in-
fection. This is a par-
ticular risk factor for 
men who are less like-
ly to go to the clinic or 
visit a doctor unless 
they are gravely ill. It 
is in everybody’s in-
terest to build a culture 
in which regular HIV 
testing is expected and 
supported. This makes 
early diagnosis, effec-
tive treatment and pre-
vention possible.   

Just as there have 
been innovations in 
treatment, there have 
also been innovations 
in testing. Throughout 
our region there is free 
access to rapid HIV 
testing. It takes just 
minutes to learn your 
status. 

HIV self-tests are be-
coming more widely 
available. Brazil has 

led the way in terms of 
regulating this indus-
try and ensuring that 
people have the infor-
mation and resources 
they need to follow-up 
following a home test. 

Community organiza-
tions are using peer 
outreach to test the 
most marginalized 
and vulnerable popu-
lations. We encour-
age governments to 
do more to support 
these organizations in 
reaching the people 
who find it difficult to 
access public health-
care services.

Service providers are 
increasingly using a 
method called index 
testing which involves 
offering tests to the 
sexual partners, chil-
dren and other house-
hold members of 
people who have been 
diagnosed. 

Governments, health-
care systems, civil so-
ciety and development 
partners are all play-
ing their parts. You 
can play your part by 
getting tested.

Dr. César Núñez
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Gold Cup qualifying a 
significant SKNFA priority

By Loshaun Dixon

Qualifying for the 2019 
Confederation of North, 
Central American and 
Caribbean Association 
Football (CONCACAF) 
Gold Cup is a priority 
for the St. Kitts-Nevis 
Football Association 
(SKNFA) as it forms part 
of their mission to take 
football from the grass-
roots to the world stage.

SKNFA President 
Anthony Johnson 
said qualifying for the 
CONCACAF’s flagship 
tournament would be a 
significant milestone in 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

“Here in St. Kitts and 

Nevis qualifying for the 
Gold Cup is historic,” 
Johnson explained. “It is 
certainly part of our mis-
sion of taking football 
from the grassroots to the 
world stage.”

Johnson highlighted 
some of the benefits 
of qualifying for the 
competition.

“It would give us the op-
portunity to get added 
exposure for our players. 
A big part of our mission 
is to ensure that more of 
our players are playing 
professionally in vari-
ous countries around the 
world. It would provide 
an opportunity for some 
of our players to get into 
universities. “The Gold 

Cup provides that expo-
sure, but as a nation it 
gives us credibility to the 
extent we would be rec-
ognized as one of the top 
teams. It is a huge oppor-
tunity for us. It is some-
thing which we have 
as part of our objective 
and something we hope 
to achieve.” “On Nov. 
18, St. Kitts and Nevis 
had the opportunity to 
secure a shot at the Gold 
Cup with a victory over 
Canada in Warner Park, 
but we were downed 1-0. 
There is still a possibil-
ity for the Sugar Boyz to 
qualify for the Gold Cup. 
They will have to defeat 
Suriname in their final 
Nations League game in 
March.” The Gold Cup 
qualification system has 

been changed and teams 
are no longer divided 
into Central American 
and Caribbean zones. 
Among the 16 teams, 
six qualify directly after 
participating in the 2018 
FIFA World Cup quali-
fying Hexagonal, while 
the other 10 teams qual-
ify through the 2019–20 
CONCACAF Nations 
League qualifying.

St. Kitts and Nevis cur-
rently sit in eighth spot 
in the Nation’s League 
Standings. Head coach 
of the St. Kitts and Nevis 
team Jacques Passy said 
he is confident of quali-
fying for the Gold Cup 
following the defeat to 
Canada. “We will qualify 
to compete for the Gold 

Cup in March. I think 
the performance was 
good you can’t win every 
game. I am absolutely 
confident that we’ll qual-
ify in March, I am abso-
lutely confident.”

The CONCACAF Gold 
Cup is the main associa-
tion football competition 
of the men’s national 

football teams gov-
erned by CONCACAF. 
It determines the con-
tinental champion of 
North America, Central 
America and the 
Caribbean.

The Gold Cup competi-
tion takes place every 
two years.

Molineux/Cayon lock up top 
spot as semi-finals set

By Loshaun Dixon

M o l i n e a u x / C a y o n 
finished the round 
robin section of the 
Keeth Arthurton T20 
Tournament the top of the 
standings as they won a 
nail-biter against Sandy 
Point on Sunday. 

Molineaux/Cayon and 
Newtown, who also won, 
remain the only unde-
feated team as they sealed 
the top two spots heading 
into the semi finals next 
weekend

On Sunday morning 
Molineaux/Cayon nar-
rowly defeated Sandy 
Point to seal the top spot 
following a nine-run 
victory.

Molineaux/Cayon won 
the toss, elected to bat 

and started badly losing 
two early wickets and 
was 6 for 2.

They needed a 44 run 
stand by Larry Audain 
and Jacques Taylor to 
steady the innings after 
the early struggles.

After 18 over Molineaux/
Cayon found themselves 
at 102-5 needing a big 
push to finish strong in 
their innings. Taylor then 
smashed Shino Berridge 
for 28 in the penultimate 
over before he and his 
teammates smashed 17 
off the final over to post a 
competitive 147 off their 
20 overs.

Taylor smacked 80 not 
out off 43 deliveries.

In response, Sandy Point 
got out of the gates fast 
and was seemingly 

making light work of 
the target with Akeem 
Saunders going full blast 
at the top of the order.

Saunders along with 
Shino Berridge put on 
63 from seven overs, but 
when Berridge departed 
for 9 and Saunders for 
47 off 34 balls they strug-
gled to maintain their 

early momentum. The 
Molineaux/Cayon team 
were able to restrict Sandy 
Point as well as regularly 
taking wickets to frustrate 
Sandy Point in the middle 
overs. Shane Jeffers tried 
to pull Sandy Point back 
into contention scoring 
26 off 17 including some 
lusty shots in the penulti-
mate over to give his side 

a chance in the final over.  
Needing 16 from the final 
over Sandy Point could 
only manage seven, fall-
ing nine short.

In the second game on 
Sunday Newtown kept 
pace with Molineaux/
Cayon defeating Lions 
comfortably to lock up 
second place with a seven 

wicket win. Lions batting 
first, posted 147- 5 with 
Karim Warner provid-
ing the backbone of the 
innings with 39 from 41 
balls, he was supported 
by Tariq Newman 32 
from 19 balls.

In response, Newtown 
cruised to a seven wick-
et win on the back of 
Jeremiah Louis scoring 
81 from 55 balls. He 
was supported by Elsroy 
Powell who added 21 
from 16.

Molineaux/Cayon and 
Newton finished with 9 
points but a superior run 
rate gave Molineaux/
Cayon earning top spot.

In the semi-finals will 
see Sandy Point fac-
ing Molineaux/Cayon 
and Young Gunz versus 
Newtown United. Another dominant performance 

puts Rams Village Superstars 
on top performance

By Loshaun Dixon

Defending Champions 
Rams Village 
Superstars continue 
their winning run in the 
St. Kitts-Nevis Football 
Association (SKNFA) 
National Bank Premier 
League following an-
other dominant win 
thrashing Elco Ltd St. 
Peters 4-0 last Sunday 
at Warner Park.

The Superstars win 
follows their previous 
bashing of Mantab 5-0 
in their previous game 
before the international 
break, keeping on top of 
the standings.

Kimaree Rogers cel-
ebrated winning the 
Best Player in the 
Premier Division by 
scoring the first two 
goals in the 20th and 
27th minute, giving his 
side a 2-0 advantage at 

halftime. In the second 
half, Rogers’ teammate 
Joseph Wilkes matched 
his first-half effort by 
adding two of his own 
in the 55th and 59th 
minute to complete the 
route and secure a spot 
for his team in the Sugar 
Mas Cup.

Earlier on Sunday, 
last year’s finalist SOl 
Island Auto Conaree 
had to come from a goal 
down to earn a 1-1 draw 
against Premier League 
newcomers Old Road 
Jets. Old Road, the bet-
ter of the two sides in 
the first half, took the 
deserved lead through 
a penalty kick from 
Tiquanny Williams in 
the 30th minute.

Old Road continued 
their good play for the 
remainder of the half 
and even had opportu-
nities to capitalize, but 
failed to do so. Early 

on in the second half 
Conaree leveled the 
game through Kadeem 
Lewis in the 49th 
minute.

The game then swung 
momentum towards 
Conaree who looked 
destined to break down 
the Old Road defense, 
but could not find a 
break through thanks 
to cynical finishing in 
the final third by their 
attackers.

Also on Sunday, a late 
goal from Javaughn 
Brookes gave S-Krave 
Newtown the spoils 
against Mantab to keep 
Newtown in second.

The game was domi-
nated by Newtown 
they struggled to find 
the back of the net de-
spite their strong dis-
play. Newly promoted 
Mantab was happy to 
soak up the pressure 

from Newtown and hit 
them on the break and 
were almost rewarded 
for their efforts on mul-
tiple occasions.

Newtown on the other 
hand was seemingly 
getting frustrated and 
Mantab’s resistance 
until Brookes latched 
on to a cross and put 
the ball in the back of 
the net with almost the 
last kick of the game in 

time added on.

On Saturday, in the 
Premier League a 
Shaquille Pringle 
header gave Flow 4g 
Cayon Rockets the 
1-0 victory over Fast 
Cash Saddlers. While 
HE Garden Hotspurs 
handed St. Paul’s their 
second straight defeat 
with a 2-1 victory.

Village Superstars 

remain top with 18 
points, second in 
Newton on 18, while 
third and fourth is oc-
cupied by St. Paul’s 
and Cayon respective-
ly on 14 points each to 
round up the top four. 
The top four teams at 
the end of round one 
qualify for the Sugar 
Mas Cup. Each team 
has one more fixture in 
round one.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday November 30th, 2018 The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday November 30th, 2018LOCAL NEWS LOCAL NEWSPage:30 Page:31

Workers encouraged to appreciate 
STEP, use it to build a better country

Workers on Skills 
Training Empowerment 
Programme’s (STEP) 
Community Clean-up 
Groups from Boyd’s, 
West Farm, Buckley’s, 
and West Basseterre ‘A’ 
and ‘B’ were asked on 
Nov. 22 to take advan-
tage of the programme 
to bring about a bet-
ter St. Kitts and Nevis 
by Prime Minister and 
Minister of People 
Empowerment, Dr the 
Hon Timothy Harris.

“We really want you 
to appreciate the op-
portunity you have 
here on the STEP and 
to take advantage of it, 
because frankly speak-
ing what if there were 
no STEP from tomor-
row?” Dr Harris asked. 
The Prime Minister 
was addressing work-
ers on Nov. 22 at the St. 
Johnston Community 
Centre where they had 
gathered for the second 
in a series of Soft Skills 
Training Programme 
workshops focusing on 
Conflict Resolution.

Prime Minister Harris 
observed that STEP 
workers have an op-
portunity to use the 
programme to improve 
their lot, advising them 
that if they were to 
leave the programme 
they could approach 
employers and cite the 
skills and quality work 
experience they on the 
programme.

The workers were ad-
vised to use their time 
on the STEP to develop 
and improve their skills 
to a higher level. Then if 
a better opportunity pre-
sented itself, they could 
leave knowing that they 
are better in their areas 
of skills and trades. 
Those skills would as-
sist them to earn bet-
ter incomes for their 
families.

“If you develop that 
mind-set we would 
want to work with 
you,” advised the Prime 

Minister. “There is no 
reason why you have 
to be with STEP for 
12 months. If after six 
months you are offered 
a better job, go take that 
job.

“I would welcome that 
change because that 
tells me that you have 
a mind-set where you 
appreciate opportuni-
ties are coming. I want 
you to seize those op-
portunities for a better 
life. The discipline that 
you developed here will 
help you on the next 
job.”

The Soft Skills Training 
Programme work-
shops were facilitated 
by International Social 
Skills Consultant 
and Crime Reduction 
Specialist, and President 
of Motiv-8 For Change 
International, Dr. Neals 
Chitan; and the former 
Director of Gender 
Affairs, Mrs. Ingrid 
Charles-Gumbs.

Present were Senator 
the Hon Akilah Byron-
Nisbett; Permanent 
Secretary in the Office 
of the Prime Minister 
with responsibil-
ity for STEP, Mr Osbert 
DeSuza; Director of 

STEP, Mr Wendell 
Wattley, who intro-
duced Prime Minister 
Harris to the STEP 
workers; Mr Emile 
Greene, STEP’s Quality 
Assurance Coordinator/
Consultant; Mr William 
Phillip, STEP Field 
Coordinator; and STEP 
Field Officers Ms 
Ercille French, and Mr 
Jason McKoy.

Prime Minister Harris 
told the STEP work-
ers it was important to 
have the discipline of 
respecting rules at the 
workplace, advising 
them if they were re-
quired at the workplace 
by 7:30 a.m., that it must 
be 7:30 a.m. He stressed 
that they not only need-
ed to know the rules but 
to respect them.

“We do not want a coun-
try in which people are 
getting paid and they 
are not producing,” said 
Dr Harris. “We do not 
want a country where 
laziness is encouraged 
and incentivised be-
cause laziness will not 
get us anywhere. It will 
always be our skills and 
industry, and willing-
ness to work and disci-
pline ourselves to hard 
work that will take us 

to the next stage of our 
development.”

On top of being dis-
ciplined workers, the 
Hon Prime Minister en-
couraged them to take 

pride in what they are 
doing because they are 
doing excellent work 
which many people 
are unaware of and he 
suggested that there 
was the need to create 

for the public a better 
impression of what is 
happening on the STEP 
programme, if the gov-
ernment was to justify 
having it and investing 
in it.

Prime Minister Harris, Senator Akilah Byron-Nisbett, PS Osbert DeSuza, with STEP officials and workers at the St. Johnston Community Centre 
pose for a group picture.

A cross-section of STEP Community Clean-up Groups workers attending the Soft 
Skills Training Programme workshop at the St. Johnston Community Centre.

One of the two Soft Skills Training Programme facilitators, Former Director of Gender 
Affairs Mrs Ingrid Charles-Gumbs

National State 
Scholar Khale 

Thomas has 
multiple awards

Khale Thomas, who 
has been announced as 
the 2018 National State 
Scholar has, at only 19 
years of age, not only 
received this prestigious 
award, but also has nu-
merous accolades under 
his belt.

While attending 
Verchilds High School 
(VHS), Thomas was 
in the school’s Honour 
Society, having re-
ceived numerous hon-
our roll and principal’s 
list awards.

In 2016, Thomas earned 
the best Caribbean 
Secondary Education 
Certificate (CSEC) 
results in his school. 
He attained 15 subject 
passes with 10 grade 
ones and five grade 
twos. He was also class 
valedictorian. 

Recently, Thomas was 
recognized as one of 
the 25 most remarkable 
teens. During the spe-
cial sitting of Parliament 
to honour the teens and 
his other achievements 
were mentioned.

Thomas received the 
Probyn Inniss Award for 
the best performance 
by a male student; the 
Bennett Spencer Award 
for Best Results at 
CSEC; the Dr. Joseph 
Halliday Academic 
Award for Best 
Performance at CSEC; 
and the Constituency 
Award for best per-
formance by a student 
from Constituency 
Four. Williams also re-
ceived the Dr. Charles 
Warner Special Award 
for Most Outstanding 
Award at CSEC; and the 
Chavez Hazel Award 
for the student who was 
the most consistent aca-
demically from first to 
fifth form. Thomas is 

the first student in VHS 
history to return a grade 
1 in CSEC Physics.

At the Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College (CFBC), 
Thomas earned a posi-
tion on the 2017 CAPE 
Regional Merit List as 
9th best performer in the 
region in Geography. In 
2017 and 2018, Thomas 
attained a total of eight 
grade ones and three 
grade twos at the CAPE 
level.

Thomas is also the re-
cipient of the Lesroy 
Williams Award to 
the Most Outstanding 
Student in Caribbean 
Advanced Proficiency 
Examinations (CAPE) 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Studies. The award 
has been given for 
the past two years. 
Lesroy Williams is for-
mer lecturer at CAPE 
Communication Studies 
at CFBC.

Caribbean Examination 
Council (CXC) has pro-
vided the Scholarship 
Rank Order Listing, 
based on candidates’ 
performance on the 
2017 and 2018 CAPE 
exams. Candidates are 

ranked by the high-
est number of Grade 1 
passes obtained in sev-
en qualifying units and 
then other criteria in the 
event of a tie.

The rank order is as 
follows:

1. Khale Thomas: 
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant 
College, Eight (8) Grade 
1 passes
2. Rol-J Williams: Nevis 
Sixth Form College, 
Eight (8) Grade 1 passes
3. Ronicia Liburd: 
Nevis Sixth Form 
College, Seven (7) 
Grade 1 passes

Thomas will receive 
a scholarship for un-
dergraduate studies for 
up to four years in the 
amount of USD $25,000 
per annum. The Runner-
up state scholar will re-
ceive a scholarship of 
similar duration but the 
amount granted is USD 
$14,000 per annum.

“Be phenomenal or be 
forgotten. Be legendary 
and leave a legacy”-Eric 
Thomas. These are the 
words that Thomas says 
he has lived by through-
out his academic career.

2018 National State Scholar Khale Thomas
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