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Cabinet again 
explores 

regenerative 
medicine

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Cabinet has announced 
that it received a brief-
ing from a bioethi-
cist on regenerative 
medicine.

In 2016, controversy 
arose when questions 
were raised about a 
regenerative medicine 
project taking place at 
the JNF Hospital and 
was described by some 
as a stem-cell project.

At the time, Prime 
Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris. indicated that 
there was no stem-cell 
project taking place 
and those who propa-
gated the story had 
ill intentions and the 
project is part of the 
government’s thrust 
to establish itself as 
a medical tourism 
destination.

The government also 
denied bypassing then-
Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Patrick Martin in 
approving the project.

In the most recent 
Post-Cabinet Briefing, 
Director General of 
the SKNIS Lesroy 
Williams disclosed 
that the matter was 
once again before the 
cabinet.

He said, “On Oct.8, 
the Cabinet received a 
presentation by a team 
from the Ministry of 
Health led by a bio-
ethicist who has been 
engaged to assist the 
Federation in deter-
mining the way for-
ward in regenerative 
medicine.

Williams explained 
that the spin-off for 

the country in medi-
cal tourism could be 
substantial, but the 
government is ensur-
ing that all the moral 
and ethical issues are 
being addressed.

“Regenerative medi-
cine seeks to replace 
tissue or organs that 
have been damaged 
by disease, trauma 
or congenital is-
sues, versus the cur-
rent clinical strategy 
that focuses primar-
ily on treating the 
symptoms. The tools 
used to realize these 
outcomes are tissue 
engineering, cellular 
therapy, medical de-
vices and artificial 
organs.”

“He noted that com-
binations of these ap-
proaches can amplify 
the natural healing 
process in the places 
it is needed most or 
take over the func-
tion of a permanently 
damaged organ. 

“Regenerative medi-
cine is a relatively 
new field that brings 
together experts in 
biology, chemistry, 
computer science, 
engineering, genet-
ics, medicine, robot-
ics and other fields 
to find solutions to 
some of the most 
challenging medical 
problems faced by 
humankind.”

In 2016, Prime 
Minister Harris said 
he was persuaded 
the country and its 
people will benefit 
from a well-orga-
nized programme for 
regenerative medi-
cine. He said it will 
bring a new range of 
skill sets and a range 
of support systems 

and institutions to St. 
Kitts and Nevis while 
also bringing people 
of high net worth to 
the country.

“This will translate 
into more jobs, high-
er incomes and eco-
nomic opportunity to 
all the people of the 
Federation,” Dr. the 
Honourable Prime 
Minster Harris said. 
“At the same time it 
will let this country 
contribute to global 
demand for such 
medical services. 
Indeed, we are mak-
ing contributions to 
the finest facilities 
that are here doing 
high-quality research 
in Parkinson’s 
Disease, in repro-
ductive systems and 
other ailments.”

Participation in the 
regenerative medi-
cine market offers a 
special opportunity 
for young people to 
partake in science at 
work. As such, the 
government took into 
account the high level 
of non-communica-
ble diseases (NCDs) 
in the region and the 
realistic probability 
of offering therapies 
at affordable cost in 
St Kitts and Nevis, 

to assist citizens and 
residents alike who 
struggle every day 
with diabetes, hyper-
tension, spinal cord 

injuries, stroke, just 
to name a few.

Medical tourism re-
fers to the travel of 

people to another 
country for the pur-
pose of obtaining 
medical treatment in 
that country.

Caribbean women have high obesity 
rates, increased NCD risk

Caribbean women have 
higher obesity rates 
and a high risk of 
developing non-com-
municable diseases 
(NCDs), according 
to studies conducted 
by the Pan American 
Health Organization 
(PAHO) and the 
Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO). 

Being obese, places 
an individual at a high 
risk for developing 
NCDs, such as hyper-
tension, diabetes, can-
cer and cardiovascular 
diseases, later in life. 
Non-communicab le 
diseases and childhood 
obesity1 are priority 
health and economic 
issues for health offi-
cials worldwide.

“Studies have re-
vealed that women in 

the Caribbean have 
higher rates of obe-
sity in terms of Body 
Mass Index (BMI) 
compared to men. 
They also have higher 
rates of abdominal 
obesity and are likely 
to be three times more 
obese than men,” said 
Dr. Virginia Asin-
Oostburg, Caribbean 
Public Health Agency 
(CARPHA) Director 
for Surveillance, 
Disease Prevention 
and Control in ob-
servance of World 
Obesity Day.

Obesity is a serious, 
chronic disease that 
can have a negative 
effect on our health. In 
a recent report, PAHO 
and FAO stated, “obe-
sity and overweight 
are on the rise through-
out the Caribbean and 

Latin America and are 
particularly prevalent 
among women and 
children.

Realising that a whole 
of society approach is 
necessary to reduce 
the burden of obe-
sity and diet-related 
NCDs, CARPHA 
continues to support 
its member states and 
other regional organi-
zations in their efforts 
to minimize the im-
pact of obesity in the 
Caribbean. 

Several initiatives are 
being spearheaded by 
CARPHA to address 
overweight and obesi-
ty in the Region. These 
include improving 
food and nutrition sur-
veillance systems, and 
the implementation of 
activities associated 

with its Childhood 
Obesity Action Plan. 

Dr Oostburg further 
stated “We recently 
unveiled our 6-point 
policy package for 
healthier food envi-
ronments during a 
CARICOM event at 
the United Nations 
High Level Meeting on 
Non-Communicable 
Diseases (NCDs). This 
initiative, which is 
aligned with the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO) targets for 
NCDs, includes man-
datory food labelling, 
nutritional standards 
and guidelines for 
schools, and reduction 
in the marketing of 
unhealthy foods.”

The theme for World 
Obesity Day 2018 was 
“End Weight Stigma”. 
On Oct. 11, CARPHA 
joined its member 
States and the rest 
of the world to raise 
awareness about this 
chronic disease, and 
the diseases associat-
ed with it. The lack of 
knowledge and aware-
ness of weight stigma 
can have a negative 
effect on individuals 
and lead to anxiety, 
depression, low self-
esteem and suicide, 
thus undermining 
overall health. 

In this regard, 
CARPHA urged gov-
ernments, community 
leaders, healthcare 
professionals and 
individuals to work 
together to create 
an environment that 
supports a healthy 
lifestyle. CARPHA 
encourages persons to 
follow a healthy eat-
ing plan, increase their 
physical activity by 
exercising daily, even 
if it’s moderately, 
monitor weight regu-
larly and lastly, be 
consistent. 

Following these mea-
sures would go a long 
way in reducing the 

rate of obesity in the 
Caribbean. 

Focusing on weight 
stigma

This year, World 
Obesity Day, focused 
on weight stigma, one 
of the last socially 
accepted forms of 
discrimination. 

There is consistent 
evidence of weight 
discrimination at 
every stage of em-
ployment including; 
career counselling, 
interviews and hir-
ing processes, salary 
disparities, fewer pro-
motions, harsher dis-
ciplinary actions and 
more dismissals.

Furthermore, the 
school environment is 
renowned for teasing, 
bullying and weight 
are the primary rea-
sons for victimisation. 

Greater awareness of 
the multiple sources 
of weight stigma pro-
vides a greater under-
standing of how to 
avoid it.

It is recommended that 
all places of work:

• Implement policies 
that protect employ-
ees; employers; stu-
dents and clients with 
respect irrespective of 
their weight.

• Take steps to raise 
awareness about 
and prevent weight 
discrimination.

Reducing the risk of 
obesity requires gov-
ernments to take an 
integrated approach 
across different sec-
tors, which should 
incorporate:

• Implementation of 
policies which address 
obesogenic food envi-
ronments, improving 
the availability and ac-
cess to nutritious food 
and reducing exposure 

to marketing of less 
healthy options.

• Introduction of poli-
cies and town planning 
protocols which im-
prove urban environ-
ments, ensuring they 
are walkable, have 
green space and are 
conducive to more ac-
tivity as part of people’s 
daily lives.

• Consideration of 
health in all policies, to 
ensure action is taken 
in all relevant sectors 
from health, to educa-
tion, to media and cul-
ture, to development 
and social services.

Health care providers 
to acknowledge the en-
vironmental factors that 
cause obesity, which 
will improve support 
and efficacy during di-
agnosis and treatment.

A positive, supportive 
narrative between cli-
nicians and their pa-
tients will increase the 
effectiveness of care. 
The following steps 
will help ensure HCPs 
are providing the best, 
non-stigmatising care 
to their patients:

• Research has shown 
that language such 
as ‘high BMI’ and 
‘weight’ are preferred 
to words like ‘obese’ 
and ‘morbidly obese’. 
In addition, it has been 
recommended that ask-
ing your patient which 
terms they prefer is an 
effective option.

• People-first language 
that puts the patient 
before the medical con-
dition and avoids cat-
egorising patients by 
their medical condition. 
For example, ‘you have 
obesity’ as opposed to 
‘you are obese’

• Patients with obe-
sity should be treated 
with the same level 
of respect and empa-
thy as their slimmer 
counterparts.
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Dr. Harris’ ‘shuttle diplomacy’ 
helps UWI recover money

By Loshaun Dixon

The Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
the Hon. Dr. Timothy 
Harris has helped the 
University of the West 
Indies (UWI) collect 
millions of dollars owed 
to the learning institu-
tion by other regional 

governments.

Dr. Harris, UWI alumni 
has been an emissary 
for the university to ne-
gotiate strategies with 
other governments to 
settle the funds owed to 
the University. 

According to UWI’s 
Vice Chancellor Sir 

Hilary Beckles who was 
speaking at a Friday 
news conference at the 
Cave Hill Campus, said 
the choice of Prime 
Minister Harris to nego-
tiate settlement with re-
gional leaders had been 
fruitful.

“In the last four months, 
Prime Minister Harris 

has spoken to all the 
prime ministers. He 
has put in place a sys-
tem where his office is 
engaging all of them to 
speak about how to get 
these receivables made 
available to The UWI.

He said that Dr. Harris’ 
work has already led to 
some countries paying 

significant sums to the 
university.

“So far he has made 
significant strides,” Sir 
Hilary said. “A num-
ber of countries, espe-
cially in the Eastern 
Caribbean, paid signifi-
cant blocks of revenue 
to us as a result of his 
shuttle diplomacy.”

Sir Hilary les disclosed 
that due to financial 
troubles experienced 
by Barbados the money 
owed to the univer-
sity will be treated as 
a national debt, while 
the Prime Minister of 
Trinidad and Tobago Dr. 
Keith Rowley signed 
an agreement with the 
university to transfer a 
brand new state-of-the-
art public hospital in 
Couva, East Trinidad as 
a performing asset.

He also noted that Dr. 
Rowley was a strong 
voice in recouping 
the funds owed to the 
school.

“In fact, in that meeting, 
Prime Minister Rowley 
is one person who 
said, ’we have to make 
good… our financial re-
lations with the UWI’. 
He returned to Trinidad, 

he wrote a cheque, 
gave us some cash,” Sir 
Hilary said. .

Sir Hilary highlighted 
what has been in place 
for other regional 
governments. 

“We are in a position at 
this moment where gov-
ernment by government 
. . . [is] working through 
either a cash injection to 
pare down receivables 
or there are negotiations 
around assets, primarily 
land and other perform-
ing assets. So we are in 
a better position today 
than we were a year 
ago or two years ago… 
and clearly, the govern-
ments have answered to 
our call.”

He added that regional 
leaders are responding 
to the call to pay the 
debt with Antigua and 
Barbuda committing to 
a cheque every month 
for the next six months.

“The cheque came in on 
time from Antigua and 
Barbuda,” Sir Hilary 
said. “Let me tell you, 
the prime ministers are 
responding. We are cel-
ebrating those who can. 
There is a sense now of 
commitment.”
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Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis the Hon. Dr. Timo-
thy Harris

Crime & 
Criminality

There is no question that violent crime is a huge problem in St Kitts & Nevis, just 
like the rest of the world. There is also no question that law enforcement officials 
cannot solve these crimes nor prevent them by themselves. They need help and they 
need community support.

Help has been supplied by the enlistment of army personnel and now with members 
of the Regional Security Services. These are definitely steps in the right direction.

Another positive step is the discovery and removal of so many fire-arms from soci-
ety, although we have not been re-assured that they are properly disposed of and not 
being recycled.  After all, things have gone missing from the police station before. 
We would like to see more community support, but at the same time, we must accept 
that the whistleblowing public will require public protection, some of it long term.  
Fighting crime will not be cheap.

We also need family members to recognize resident evil.  Too many of these bad 
boys and girls are being described as “good” people even in the face of the horrific 
violence that they have committed.

As we come together to combat crime, dissonant voices do not help; nor does nega-
tive publicity.  If visiting journalists go in search of crime, they will find it.   Hot spots 
do exist, not only here, but all over the world. In a recent newspaper article coming 
out of the UK, the write recognized spots within London that are hotspots, but there 
was no “warning” attached to the article, nor was there any label as with the one that 
was recently published about us.  Such double standards suggest ulterior motives on 
the part of the writers.

It does not help when public figures do not lead by example either. The behavior of 
members of the National Assembly leaves much to be desired.  The Premier is right. 
We must resist being defined by negative labels.  There are so many more good 
people than there are bad ones, so it is unfair to paint all of us with the same broad 
brush.    We would have preferred to also hear him report that the cameras are able to 
capture footage, and the authorities are using the latest facial recognition technology 
to unmask the perpetrators.  Sadly, we haven’t yet reached that stage.

However, that the politicians have converted criminality to a blame game isn’t funny, 
it never was. We don’t care under which government it has become greater…or 
lesser. What we need is leadership – both government and opposition, Church, state 
and community, to unite against crime and criminality.  Together, the Observer be-
lieves we can.

Is that too much to ask? 
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Hospital 
building 

construction 
halted until 

asbestos 
removed 

By Monique Washington 

While construction 
work on the New Castle 
Police Station and the 
reconstruction of the 
Nevis Treasury is pro-
gressing, the Alexandra 
Hospital expansion has 
been halted, waiting the 
removal of asbestos in 
an old building on the 
property.

Construction of the new 
$3.7 million Newcastle 
Police Station began 

in January with Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) funding. The 
15,312 square foot po-
lice station project is 
scheduled to be com-
pleted by July 2019. 
The two-storey multi-
purpose building will 
house male and female 
officers from the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force 
and the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Fire and Rescue 
Services. It will be out-
fitted with the necessary 
amenities to support the 

officers who will be sta-
tioned there.

The reconstruction of 
the Treasury Building 
is also on schedule. 
The project began in 
October 2017 and will 
cost an estimated EC $8 
million.

During the Oct. 4 sit-
ting of the Nevis Island 
Assembly, Junior 
Minister of Health Hon. 
Hazel Brandy-Williams 
said the multi-million 
dollar hospital exten-

sion project, being 
built by two contrac-
tors, is going accord-
ing to plan. She added 
that the Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
(CCM)-led NIA is satis-
fied with the work that 
has been done, based 
on the report given by 
Construction Manager 
Billy Claxton.”

The $19 million 
Alexandra Hospital 
expansion project 
broke ground in 2017. 
The project is jointly 

funded by the Sugar 
Industry Diversification 
Fund (SIDF) and N. 
Construction began 
in May 2018. The first 
phase of the project is 
$12 million, with a $7 
million grant from the 
SIDF. The second phase 
is estimated to cost $7 
million.

Brandy-Williams noted 
that Edrick Pemberton 
of Wedge Construction 
is responsible for 
the construction of 
the Physiotherapy 

Wing, the Paediatric 
Isolation Wing and the 
Laboratory Wing. His 
contract with variation 
is $7.2 million.

The other contrac-
tor, Clive Evelyn of 
Evelyn’s Construction, 
is responsible for the 
Operating Theatre and 
the Radiology Wing. 
His contract with varia-
tion is $9.1million.

On Oct. 17 The 
Observer asked 
Brandy-Williams why 

no work taking place at 
the hospital construc-
tion site. She said there 
were two reasons, one 
was the workers were 
given a week off after 
they worked the en-
tire week during the 
Hero’s Day holiday and 
Independence Day holi-
day. The second reason 
was in order for work 
at the hospital to com-
mence smoothly, the old 
Maintenance Building 
must be removed. She 

said that asbestos was 
discovered in the build-
ing. Specialists have 
been hired to remove 
the cancer-causing 
material.

Mrs. Brandy-Williams 
indicated that Wedge 
Construction’s work on 
the Paediatrics Wing 
footing and founda-
tion walls are 100 per-
cent completed. The 
Laboratory wing foot-
ing and foundation walls 

are 50 percent complet-
ed. The Physiotherapy 
Wing footing and 
foundation walls are 90 
percent completed and 
the associated corridor 
footing and foundation 
walls are 40 percent 
completed.

She estimates that the 
work will continue 
until the early days of 
November.

Junior Minister of Health Hon. Hazel Brandy-Williams addresses the NIA National Assembly

A view of the Alexandra Hospital expansion project

‘One Caribbean Latin Fiesta’ 
features crafts, concert, dancing, 

promote Caribbean oneness 
By Loshaun Dixon

Caribbean oneness and link-
ages through culture will be 
celebrated during the ninth 
annual ‘Latin Fiesta’ in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

The festival opened on Oct. 
11 and will run until Nov. 
4, will have numerous ac-
tivities including a movie 
night, art exhibition and the 
Latin Fiesta concert featur-
ing El Alfa, Son Divas and 
Romain Virgo.

Chairman of the Latin 
Festival Committee, Jose 
Rosa said each year there 
have been many experienc-
es that improve the festival.

Rosa said each year they 
choose a different theme 
to celebrate and this year’s 
theme is ‘One Caribbean’ to 
celebrate the common link-
ages of Caribbean people.

“It does not matter the lan-
guage we speak throughout 
the Caribbean, we have 
common roots with our 
African heritage,” Rosa 
said. “It is meaningful that 
we have been able to do that 
over the last nine years.”

He also hailed the people of 
St. Kitts and Nevis for ac-
cepting the festival and be-
coming part of its activities. 

“This year is probably the 
most mixed festival that we 
have,” Rosa explained. “We 
have an exciting line-up of 
artists this year and there 

is something everyone. We 
want to ensure that everyone 
is pleased with the event.” 

Rosa added that the festival 
goal is to add another di-
mension to SKN culture.

“We add a different dimen-
sion to the culture of St. 
Kitts and Nevis. Many peo-
ple in St. Kitts and Nevis 
wouldn’t ordinarily have an 
opportunity to see the group 
we are bringing. They have 
an opportunity to see what 
other cultures offer.”

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Culture the Hon. 
Shawn Richards spoke at 
the opening. She \ said the 
Latin Festival is proof that 
the Latin Community in St. 

Kitts and Nevis understands 
the benefits of coming to-
gether in unity.

“The concept of unity is 
especially important to our 
brothers and sisters of Latin 
American descent. We have 
seen attempts within our so-
ciety to malign, belittle and 
disrespect individuals based 
on the language they speak 
or where they are from.”

Richards continued, “It is 
sometimes amazing to fail 
to realize that we are all 
ripped from the same moth-
er, brother, sister and friend 
and sold as commodities on 
different rocks to different 
masters. Notwithstanding 
the violent and often abu-
sive origins at the begin-
ning of our history in the 
Caribbean, we do have a 

common origin which al-
lows us to come together 
as one and celebrate as one. 
We are one.”

He noted that, “Being one, 
the Caribbean does not 
mean the territories are 
identical, it means that we 
can embrace each other’s 
identity and find within it 
commonalities that makes 
us unified.”

Diannille Taylor-Williams, 
Assistant Secretary in 
the Ministry of Tourism 

described the festival as 
the biggest and most excit-
ing Latin-based event in the 
Eastern Caribbean.

“Therefore the Ministry of 
Tourism is extremely proud 
to be associated with this 
event for so many of the rea-
sons that have been listed by 
the speakers who have gone 
before me. On St Kitts, we 
have prioritized sustain-
ability of the tourism sector, 
and many persons might ask 
sustainability what does that 
have to do with the Latin 

Fiesta? Sustainability is 
not just about environmen-
tal protection, but it is also 
about protecting, nurturing 
and celebrating our culture 
and our heritage.

“More important, we as a 
people can learn about and 
enjoy our unique history 
and connect with one an-
other,” Taylor-Williams ex-
plained. “Whether we want 
to admit it or not, we have 
been influenced by our Latin 
American neighbours.”

Spanish-speaking community members show off their crafts.(Photos from Spanish Community Facebook page)

Revellers dance to Latin Music during fiesta’s opening

Chairman of the Latin Festival Committee, Jose Rosa
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Centenarians honoured Hon 
Evelyn: ‘They are role models’

By Monique Washington 

Four centenarians on 
Nevis, which includes 
the oldest person in the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, were hon-
oured this week as part 
of the Senior Month 
activities and have been 
praised as role models 

in Nevis.

The activity was held 
on Tuesday Oct. 16 at 
the Flamboyant Nursing 
Home. The Minister of 
Social Development, 
Hon Eric Evelyn, Junior 
Minister of Health, 
Hon Hazel Brandy-
Williams, families, 

friends and nurses at-
tended. The theme for 
the ‘Seniors Month’ cel-
ebration is “Celebrating 
Older Human Rights 
Champions” is in line 
with the guiding prin-
ciple of the Secretary 
General of “Leaving 
No One Behind.”  Of 
four centenarians on 

the island, two reside 
at the Flamboyant 
Nursing Home and two 
reside at their homes 
in Gingerland. All four 
centenarians are from 
St George, Gingerland. 
Honored at the ceremo-
ny were 106 year-old 
Celina Martin Powell 
who is the oldest person 

in the Federation; Mary 
Browne, 101, 
from River Path in 
Gingerland; Eileen 
Smithen, 101, from 
Zion in Gingerland; 
and Artemisia 
“Ettie” Jeffers, 101, 
from Hickmans in 
Gingerland. 

Delivering remarks at 
the event, Hon Evelyn 
said that the four hon-
ored centenarians are 
role models and trail-
blazers in Nevisian 
society. 

“They are our heroes 
because reaching to the 
age of 100 is no easy 
feat. We know what it 
was like in those days 
growing up and be-
ing able to reach this 
milestone and still bat-
ting and batting well., 
It says much about our 
centenarians. As we cel-
ebrate our centenarians 
we must celebrate them 
because of the fact they 
would have blazed the 
trial for us,” the minister 

said. Evelyn noted that 
the centenarians in-
stilled a number of val-
ues in the generations 
that followed them.

“They would have tried 
to inculcate in us val-
ues. The value of going 
to church, the value of 
hard work, the value of 
eating properly, the val-
ue of love and the value 
of being a great family 
person. And extending 
that family love to one 
another,” he said

The minister also laud-
ed the family members 
of the centenarians and 
recognized them for 
their commitment as 
Nevis’ pioneers.

“I also want to thank 
family members and 
caretakers. Those that 
have been making that 
journey with them, that 
have been so committed 
to them and who have 
been assisting them 
on this journey,” he 
concluded. 

President of FSC calls on “everyone” to 
be part of long-term approach on crime

By Monique Washington 

A memorial service was 
held on Oct. 17 at the 
Charlestown Methodist 
Church for slain 17 year-
old Philo Wallace and 
everyone who has died 
from violence in the 
Federation since 2000.

FSC collaborated with 
the Nevis Christian 
Council to host the me-
morial service at the 
Charlestown Methodist 
Church.

During the ceremo-
ny, President of The 
Foundation for Social 
Concerns (FSC) Ruth 
Powell called on every 
one to support a long-
term approach to reduce 
and solve crime in the 
twin-island Federation

 “FSC’s intention is to 

initiate and facilitate 
programs that prevent 
crime and social injus-
tice in order to make 
the Federation free from 

crime and create a safe 
and fair environment for 
all,” Powell explained. 
She said FSC intends 
to keep with the United 

Nations Sustainable 
Development Goal 
number 16 as coincid-
ing with the group’s 
purpose: “To promote 
peaceful and inclusive 
societies for sustainable 
development, provide 
access to justice for all 
and build effective, ac-
countable and inclusive 
institutions at all levels.”

Wallace was shot by an 
off-duty member of the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
Constable Zaviel Jeffers 
at Enrique’s Bar in 
October 2015. It is al-
leged that an altercation 
between Wallace and an 
off-duty police officer 
ensued. While in the 
nightclub, the officer al-
legedly shot Wallace in 
the chest. Wallace ran 
toward the exit and col-
lapsed. He was rushed to 
the Alexandra hospital 

where he later suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

Later, a coroner’s in-
quest was conducted on 
the incident in January 
2017. Jurors met every 
Thursday and Friday 
until March 10, 2017. 
The inquest called more 
than two dozen witness-
es to testify. Magistrate 
Yasmine Clarke gave 
her summation of the 
inquest to a five-mem-
ber jury, which deliber-
ated for two hours and 
rendered, 4-1, a justifi-
able homicide verdict 
in favour of Constable 
Jeffers. The final say, 
however came down to 
the Director of Public 
Prosecution Alston M. 
Graham who advised 
the Commissioner of 
Police Ian Queeley to 
charge Jeffers.

Powell said that the 

night’s event was to 
remember 70 persons 
from Nevis and 283 
from St. Kitts, who 
have lost their lives to 
violence. 

“These were busi-
ness persons, women 
in abusive domestic 
situations, innocent by-
standers, even children, 
and yes, some were in-
volved in crime. There 
are also those who have 
gone missing and are 
presumed dead,” she 
said.

Powell told the listening 
crowd to forgive, not for 
the sake of the perpetra-
tors, but “for our own 
sake” and try to find so-
lutions to the problem. 

“Each and every one of 
us needs to be part of 
the solution,” Powell 
concluded.

The Minister of Social Development, Hon Eric Evelyn

Ruth Powell, President of The Foundation for Social 
Concerns
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FRENCH RELICS IN BASSETERRE
By D.L. Degazon-Hobson, PhD

Each Caribbean island has its spe-
cial character and history. St Kitts, 
for example, was occupied by the 
French for 90 years. This article 
looks for relics of the French who 
named the federation’s capital town. 
It finds an overlooked remain of the 
French, which serves as a reminder 
of the reliance of the European set-
tlers on the knowledge of the indig-
enous Carib/Kalinago peoples.

“The town of Basseterre”.  I thought 
it a peculiarity of my very precise 
mother to speak of her birthplace as 
“the town of Basseterre” rather than 
Basseterre - until I did some read-
ing and examined historic maps. 
Of course!  Her terminology was a 
200+year old survival of the French 
settlement. 

Prior to 1713, ‘Basseterre’ com-
prised one quarter of the land of 
St Christopher. It was rather like 
a province.  Its main settlement 
was “the town”. The Knights of 
Malta governed the quarter under 
a joint venture arrangement with 
the French Crown, until taken over 
by the King. The British finally ex-
pelled the French in 1713 under the 
Treaty of Utrecht.

My curiosity has led to a quest for 
relics of that period - when the elite 
of the French Caribbean colonies 
inhabited the Basseterre quarter - 
whether archives, documents, place 
names or buildings. 

Up to 1713, a series of detailed trea-
ties between French and English 
inhabitants had sought to keep the 
antagonistic peoples from each oth-
er’s throats - until hostilities broke 

out once again.  The treaties delin-
eated boundaries, common roads, 
access to the salt pans on the pen-
insula and decided on peace when 
their sovereigns were warring in 
Europe, among a list of other issues. 
Copies of these documents can be 
viewed on microfilm at the National 
Archives of St Kitts.

Regrettably, stone and brick walls 
uncovered in the historic town are 
deemed ‘French’ then demolished 
before being either investigated or 
recorded.  It has also been suggested 
that the intricate wooden balustrades 
and fretwork of the town’s older 
buildings are testimony of the French 
period. This despite fretwork being 
an 1800s fashion, and, the mechani-
cal fretsaw, called a scroll saw, used 
to create much of this work, being a 

development of the 1860s.

There is substantiation for the re-
mains, or part thereof, of the De 
Poincy chateau at Fountain dating 
from the 1640s.  The tower house 
may have collapsed and landslides 
occurred in the devastating 1690 
earthquake; however, the foundation 
walls and layout so closely resemble 
images of the site from the 1660s 
and Maltese castles of the period that 
– despite the naysayers – these rel-
ics corroborate the records about the 
Knight of Malta who imported la-
bour to construct his residence. The 
images indicate that bricks were pro-
duced on site and, due to the French-
Carib friendship, we know that lime 
could be brought from Dominica.

My first new find is on the slopes of 

Basseterre, overlooking the town, 
where the stone basement of the 
former estate house, Pensez Y 
Bien house, has “round ends”.   
From Caribbean archives we 
learned that in the 1600s – follow-
ing the Carib practice - English 
settlers built houses with “round 
ends” to deflect storm winds.  The 
evidence at Pensez Y Bien is that, 
despite the rivalries, the French 
also built houses with “round 
ends”.  Archival materials suggest 
that this practice died out with new 
technology in the early 1700s. 

This relic of the French lay hidden 
beneath the much expanded and 
transformed mansion of Shadwell 
- until the present owners started 
to rehabilitate the former Fleming 
estate house.  Probably damaged 
by earthquake in 1690, only 3 
round ends remain. The stone-
work reveals that the basement 
was repaired and later extended 
upwards. In the early 1700s, a 
masonry ground floor was erected 
over the basement; in the 1800s, 
an elaborate wooden extension 
enclosed the masonry building; 
later in that century further works 
created the familiar silhouette of 
the Shadwell Great House.  In the 
20th century, further modernisa-
tion took place.

What a cogent reminder of our 
history!  The elegant edifice of 
Shadwell Great House records 
one particular aspect of our na-
tion’s history: the interaction of 
the three peoples recognized as 
occupying the island.  What other 
gems of our past can we locate be-
fore the dreaded bulldozers leave 
us a people without evidence of 
our history?

ENDNOTES
  English settlers held two quarters of St Christopher. The French settled the others. The boundaries of Basseterre ran from the mouth of the Frontier River, northwards over Olivees Mountain and along the Cayon 
River from its source to the sea. The salt pans on the peninsula were common property. (Dyde 2005)
  (Dyde 2005) Page 47.
  Recent research revealed that several affluent settlers erected tower houses in the Leeward islands during the 1600s. This directly followed the European practice of erecting tower houses in insecure border lands. 
For example, in Ireland, Scotland and even on the African coast. (Hobson 2007)
  (Matthew and Esq 1726)
  (George Gillard 1707/8)
  The term ‘round ends’ is found in documents dating from the 1600s and early 1700s. Instead of the end walls of buildings being at right angles to the other walls, they were semi-circular or a close approximation.  
Some houses had one, others had two round ends. This is evident in images of the period, survey and military documents.
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 Partial Elevation of Shadwell Great House circa 1990. (St Kitts Heritage Society)

MUA student fighting for her life
Overseas investigators step in

By Monique Washington

The cause of the fiery 
explosion that burnt 
twoUniversity of the 
Americas (MUA) 
Medical students over 
90 percent of their bod-
ies is still unknown, 
while family members 
of one of the victims are 
asking for help.

 Sometime after 8:30 
p.m. on Oct. 3, a loud 
explosion was heard 
as far as New Castle, 
about two miles away 
from the incident. Two 
female students, both in 
their fifth semester, were 
caught in a fiery inferno. 
Students on the scene 
claimed that before the 
incident, one student 
was studying, while the 
other was cooking at a 
student apartment com-
plex at Potworks Estate. 
It is unclear ifthey were 
roommates.

After the explosion, 
fellow students rushed 
both victims to the 
Alexandra Hospital. 
The Observer arrived 
on the scene ahead 
ofambulance services 
and fire and recuse 

services. The fire was 
extinguished by the fire 
services. Neighboring 
apartments received 
major smoke damage.

Early the next morn-
ing one of the students 
was flown to a hospital 

in the USA. Days later 
the second student was 
flown out.

The apartment com-
plex is one of many 
apartment complexes 
whereMUA students 
reside. At the time, 

persons suspected that 
the cause of the fire 
involved some form 
of gas.

On Wednesday, The 
Observer questioned 
Chief Fire Officer 
Everett Ogarro who 

said the cause of 
the fire has not been 
determined.“The file 
has been handed over 
to the police,” Ogarro 
said. “I can say that 
they have brought in 
some overseas inves-
tigators to determine 
the cause of the fire. 
We have to allow the 
investigators to do 
their investigations.” 

Premier of Nevis Hon 
Mark Brantleysaid 
during the sitting 
of the NIA that the 
public should beas-
suredthat “they will 
continue to work 
closely with the au-
thorities and with the 
Medical University 
of the Americas, to 
ensure that the safety 
and security of their 
students continues to 
be preserved.”

According to a news 
broadcast from KRON 
in San Francisco, 
U S A , G a y a n e 
Balasanyan, a 31-year-
old MUA student, is 
fighting for her life 
after 90-percent of 
her body was burned 
in an accident. The 
broadcastsays that 

Balasanyan was air-
lifted to a Miami hos-
pital where her mother 
and friends have been 
at her side ever since. 

Her cousin, Ashot 
Baghdayan told that 
mediathat “She’s 
[Balasanyan] a single 
mother. They are with 
her in the hospital. It 
is just something that 
you shouldn’t have 
to see or witness. It’s 
just very scarring,” he 
said.

“She’s the most amaz-
ing caring person I ever 
met,”her best friend 
Anna Avanesyan 
said. “She’s also very 
strong; her biggest 
dream is to help peo-
ple. That’s the main 
reason she decided 
to pursue a medical 
career.”

The family has set 
up a GoFundMe me 
page to help assist 
in medical expenses 
as Balasanyan does 
not have any medical 
insurance. 

The condition of the 
other student is not 
known.

Gayane Balasanyan

More murders fewer convictions
By Monique Washington

Homicides figures re-
leased by the Royal 
St Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force 
last month document 
351 murders exclud-
ing two recent homi-
cides, taking place in 
18 years.

The list named 351 
victims, begin-
ning with Alphonso 
Mulley of St. Kitts, 
who was killed on 
January 16, 2000; and 
ending with Shakeem 
Norford of St Kitts, 
who was killed on 
September 25, 2018. 

The list does not in-
clude the recent ho-
micide victims John 
Gumbs and Elroy 
‘Stanny’ Williams. 

Two-hundred-eighty-
three of the homicides 
occurred in St. Kitts, 
while 70 occurred in 
Nevis. The list does 
not include missing 
persons or persons 
whose autopsy re-
sults came back with 
the cause of death 
undetermined.

With a population of 
fewer than 60,000 
people, in the past 
three years, less 
than a combined five 

murder convictions 
were handed down 
in the twin -islands 
and more than100 il-
legal firearms were 
removed from the 
streets in three years. 
As of April 2018, the 
inmate population at 
Her Majesty’s Prison 
in St. Kitts was 204 
inmates, 196 males 
and eight females.

During a memorial 
service for the 353 
homicide victims on 
Wednesday, President 
of the Foundation of 
Social Concerns Ruth 
Powell noted that the 
victims were busi-
nesspersons, women 

in abusive domestic 
situations, innocent 
bystanders, even 
children.

“There are also those 
who have gone miss-
ing and are presumed 
dead,” Powell said. 
“We are not here to-
night to judge any 
of these souls. They 
leave behind grieving 
families and friends. 
Let us all choose to 
forgive, not for the 
sake of the perpetra-
tors, but for our own 
sake so that we are 
able to move on with 
our lives and to try to 
find solutions to the 
problem. Each and 

every one of us needs 
to be part of the solu-
tion.” The Observer 
spoke with Powell 
on Thursday when 
she noted that certain 
things have changed 
on the island since sh-
emoved here six years 
ago. She said that it ap-
pears to her that peo-
plehave less respect 
for each other.

“When you’re walking 
down the street, fewer 
people address you,” 
she said. “Previously, 
everyone told every 
good morning or day, 
more children were do-
ing that. Now you say 
hello or good morning 

to someone and they 
don’t even answer.”

She noted that people-
should “respect each 
other more and respect 
value in every human 
being.”

In addition to people-
showing more respect, 
Powell said justice is 
“intrinsically part of 
the solution and needs 
to apply equally to all, 
men and women, rich 
and poor, the high and 
the low.”

“No one from the 
Prime Minister on 
down should be above 
the law,” Powell said.
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Hamilton updates Federation on 
national clean-up progress

By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of Health and 
Environment the Hon. 
Eugene Hamilton has 
updated the Federation 
on efforts for a national 
clean-up of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

In September, on a 
national broadcast, 
Hamilton emphasized 
that it was necessary to 
do a national clean-up of 
the Federation.

“I was calling upon citi-
zens and residents alike 
to exercise and show 
that they have some pa-
triotism to this country 
and that they will exhibit 
some pride,” Hamilton 
explained.

Hamilton said the clean-
up is intended to ensure 

that bins, old refrigera-
tors and beds, which are 
dumped on the roadside 
and on lands near homes, 
are taken from there to 
the solid waste site.

“We have had some dis-
eases chikungunya and 
zika are borne by mos-
quitoes and when we 
dump indiscriminately 
in areas where water can 
be collected in those ar-
ticles or utensils...they 
help to breed mosquitoes 
which creates a health 
risk...I am sure you know 
how much damage that 
they can do.”

He said It is an eight-
week programme and it 
has been going very well.

“ I understand most of the 
communities have been 
encouraged by it and that 
was the idea to get people 

engaged in it ,” Hamilton 
said.

He also spoke of an am-
nesty period for individu-
als to drop off derelict 
items at the dumpsite.

“Between October and 
December there will be 
an amnesty period for 
anyone with old derelict 
vehicles when they can 
take them to the dump 
site and they will not be 
charged.

“It is an amnesty period 
that I hope people will be 
proactive about and take 
the responsibility to en-
sure that their old vehicles 
are taken to the dump 
site.” 

The minister said that 
after December the full 
extent of the law will be 
used against the owners 

of derelict vehicles.

“When December ends 
I will ask those Public 
Health officials to pay at-
tention to provisions the 
act provides and penal-
ties for those persons who 

have derelict vehicles,” 
Hamilton said. “They 
will receive notice to re-
move those vehicles and 
if they are not moved 
the government will take 
the responsibility to have 
them moved and apply 

the provisions of the law.”

“We do not want to en-
courage persons with ve-
hicles all over the place 
because they too collect 
water that can breed 
mosquitoes.”

Minister Eugene Hamilton with Cayon residents and SWMC National Cleanup Cam-
paign team members

Team-member helps deposit garbage into dumpster. Minister Eugene Hamilton greets someone driving by

Caribbean 
ministers pledge 

to make water 
climate resilient

Improving water qual-
ity by making it more 
climate resilient and 
sustainable in the 
Federation and other 
Caribbean nations 
was discussed dur-
ing the 14th Annual 
High Level Forum for 
Caribbean Ministers of 
Water held here Oct. 9 
and 10.

The meeting was host-
ed by the Caribbean 
Water and Waste 
Water Association 
(CWWA), at its 27th 
Annual Conference 
and Exhibition.

Water ministers from 
the Caribbean, includ-
ing Hon. Ian “Patches” 

Liburd, Minister re-
sponsible for Water in 
St. Kitts; Hon. Spencer 
Brand, Minister re-
sponsible for Water 
Services in the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA); and other water 
officials, pledged to 
continue to work with 
regional and interna-
tional partners.

According to Brand, 
the purpose of the 
meetings was to pro-
mote climate resil-
ience, innovation and 
partnership, while ad-
dressing the issues of 
water and waste water 
as resources in sustain-
able development. The 
forum was attended 

by key partners who 
continue to work with 
CWWA to elevate wa-
ter and waste water is-
sues onto the political 
and regional agenda. 
Their goal is to bring 
attention to the topic 
to the Inter-American 
Development Bank 
(IDB), the Caribbean 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Bank (CDB), UN 
Environment, the 
Pan American 
Health Organization 
(PAHO), the 
Caribbean Community 
( C A R I C O M ) 
Secretariat and other 
indigenous regional 
agencies.

Brand expressed 

satisfaction that the 
objectives of the meet-
ing were met.

“I believe the three 
objectives of the fo-
rum were achieved 
which were first, to 
bring together minis-
ters, technocrats and 
development part-
ners, in a high level 
political and policy 
forum to review and 
provide endorsement 
and support for the 
Regional Strategic 
Action Pan (RSAP) 

for Governance and 
Building Climate 
Resilience in the 
Water Sector in the 
Caribbean.

“Second, to discuss 
and agree on an im-
plementation strategy 
and roadmap of the 
RSAP with various 
donor and develop-
ment partners as well 
as financing options; 
and third, to share 
updated information 
and tools on aspects 
of water development 

in the Caribbean,” he 
said.

The minister was ac-
companied at the 
forum by Dr. Ernie 
Stapleton, Permanent 
Secretary in the 
Ministry of Water 
Services, who served 
as a presenter.

While in Jamaica, 
Brand and Stapleton 
held discussions with 
service providers in 
the water sector.

Water officials, (left to right) Hon. Karl Samuda, Minister without portfolio in the Ministry 
of Economic Growth and Job Creation in Jamaica; Hon. Spencer Brand, Minister re-
sponsible for Water Services in the Nevis Island Administration; and Hon. Ian “Patch-

es” Liburd, Minister responsible for Water in St. Kitts. (File Photo)
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Vacancy
Smart electronics
Managing director 
20 years experience
Ability to complete 
day to day activities & 
manage sales team.
Call 466 4271

C M Y K
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VACANCY Comforto Airco
looking for experience Accountant
3 years in business plus software

please send email:
comfortairco@yahoo.com

Square Duty Free
Contact: Bunty 1869-763-9721

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

Vida Liquor & Tobacco
Contact: Prem:1869-760-5355

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Arabic Restaurant located in
Buckleys looking for 2 Chefs with
experience in doing Meditaranean

Food. Please call:765-2946

PLACE HOLDER FOR YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADVERT

Cook  Needed
At  Jamakie's Restuarant

Telephone: 660-9257

Waitress Needed
Contact Number: 1-869-662-5550

Joiner Needed
At Angles Wood Work Shop

Telephone: 763-4808/668-0633

Flamingo Construction
Services is seeking one Carpenter with
5 years experience. Contact 668-8081

Cleaner  Wanted 
Full Time

Tel: 869-662-5550
AA Tech Services

One Office Worker
Telephone: 668-4367

Cashier Needed
At Tasty Jamaican

Telephone# 660-6196

Cashier Needed
At Royal Palms

Telephone# 660-6196

Two Cashier Needed
At  Teddies Bar

Telephone# 660-6196

Mechanic  Wanted
Must have :

5 years experience, with
small medium engines

(both gasoline & diesel)

Application should be
made to Carib Scoots &

Bike Rental

Tel: 662-8047

Oualie Beach

Needed Machine Operator
Telephone: 869-469-8026

Needed Two Labours, Two Cleaners
Slims Construction & Electrical Plumbing

Telephone :663-5518

N E E D E D
Kitchen  Helper

Telephone: 469-1007/669-3988

A L E X  B A R B E R  S H O P
One Experienced Cashier

Call: 765-7092

JOHNNY CONSTRUCTION
One Experienced Carpenter

Call: 763-7682

2 Storeroom Attendants needed at
Best Buy Supermarket

Applicants can fill out forms at the Branch
Office located in Charlestown

Driver’s License would be an asset

Using your phone while
driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance
on someone else’s

life, Drive with some
concern.

Vacancy

Fresh Prince Looking 
For Bender Specialize 
in Re- Bar Bending

Contact : 6649317

Vacancy
Cleaner Contact: 664-
1103 or 663-2158

Vacancy
David Lee Snacket
NeedsTwo Chef
Contact: 665-7268

Vacancy

H & H Farm Sale 
Clerk &Eviscerator 
Contact: 669-2696

Vacancy
Clayponn 
Construction 
Needs a Cleaner 
Contact: 765 9831

Vacancy

Guilty Pleasures 
Seeking 
BartenderContact: 
664-1103 or 668-3198

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Hyacinth Jeffers & Maureen Jeffers
Now residing in Cotton Ground 
Street in the town or Village of 
Nevis do hereby give you notice 
That it is my intention to apply on 9th
At Charlestown for a Beer Licence 
in respect of my Premises in Cotton 
Street  in ST,Thomas Parish

Dated this 9th day of October 2018.
Signed: Hyacinth Jeffers 
& Maureen Jeffers

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Jacqueline Gonzaley Now residing 
in Fountain Village ST. James Parish 
Nevis do hereby give you notice 
That it is my intention to apply on 
6th At Charlestown for a Retail 
Liquor Licence in respect of my 
Premises in Nelson Spring  
in Cotton Ground

Dated this 10th day of October .
Signed: J Gonzalez

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Dellon Parris
Now residing in Stoney Grove Street  
in the town Charlestown do hereby 
give you notice  That it is my intention 
to apply on 16th 
Day of October, 2018  next to the 
District Magistrate At Charlestown 
for a Liquor Licence in respect of my 
Premises in Lower Prospect Estate  in 
Brown Hill
Dated this 16th day of October 2018.
Signed: Dellon Parris

Vacancy                   
Horse shoer 
Contact:Nevis 
Equestrian Centre
662-8118

Vacancy                   
Best Deal Construction
One Labourer
Contact :663-6865

Vacancy                   
Mahadeo Prasad
One Gardener
Contact:766-0428

Vacancy                   
seeking a shutter 
installation and ser-
vice technician. 
Call 763 5547

Vacancy
Elroy’s Maintenance 
Maintenance Worker 
Contact: 667-3725

Vacancy
F&B Associates 
with knowledge 
of International 
Cuisine Sous Chef
Contact : 763-0090 
Must Have Ten 
Years Experience

Vacancy
Spotless Car Wash 
Needs One Employee 
Contact: 764-
9822/ 661-9822

Vacancy
Assistant Manager 
Contact: 667-1988 
Email:-nayjahmuzic@
gmail.com

Vacancy
Looking For  a Driver 
and  Land Scaper has 
eight years experience 
Contact: 765-5063

For Rent
Apartment For Rent 
Ramsbury Site
Contact: 663-
2122/ 760-2308

Vacancy
Two Chef         
Contact: 665-7268

Vacancy
Hiar Stylist - 3 
years experience
669-9452

Vacancy
One Cashier 
needed 4657221

Needed One Taylor
at Manufacturers-
General Two years 
Experience
Contact :764-0006
Contact: 765-7092

FOR SALE
One Outboard 
Motor 40 Hp 
Yamaya Engine 
Contact: 665-2395

Vacancy 
CJ’s Electrical 
Services is seeking 
(1) one Secretary
Contact: 
1-869-662-9353

Vacancy 
R.S.J Enterprise Sale 
Clerk, Cashier, Baker 
& Technician P O 
Box 638, Nevis

Vacancy
Hair + .Com African 
Fashion Designer
Contact: 469-2174

DEALS OF
UP TO

PRE-XMAS
SPECIAL

OFFER

http://np.thestki ttsnevisobserver.com

T:  869-469-5907  
E :  o b s e r v e r n v @ g m a i l . c o m

Special  Rates
For  Al l  Services:
N e w s p a p e r  A d s ,
Pr i n t i n g  &  M o r e

DO YOU NEED A 
WORKER WITH EIGHT 
YEARS EXPERINCE
IN LANDSCAPING AND 
HAVE A DRIVERS LICENCE, 
LOOK NO FURTHER

Contact :765-5063

Vacancy 
1 Warehouse super-
visor and 1 Store 
supervisor Please 
call me at 765 2262

Vacancy
Sales Manager:- 
Working Hours 9am 
- 5pm must be able to 
work on Sundyas when 
ship in port. Must be 
experienced in Sales.
Apply to:- Sippt LTD. 
T/A Diamond Island
Unit 10, Building #2, 
Port Zante, Basseterre 
St. Kitts
Email Diamond.
Island@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Karma club, Frigate bay

Urgent need of a dj with knowledge 
of hollywood and bollywood music, 
also for managing the club. Please 
contact us on 1-869-667-8000

Vacancy 
Souvenir Clothing 
Supervisor
Working hours - 9am 
- 5 pm Must be able 
to work on Sundays 
When ship in port
Apply to:- I LOVE 
STKITTS 
BLDG, 24 STORE 
#4 PORT ZANTE
BASSETERRE, 
STKITTS
EMAIL :-skbinfo@
yahoo.com
Contact: 665-7268

House For Rent
Three Bedroom
Colquhoun Estate
Nevis
Contact :664-4298
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S A L ES A L E
p r e  c h r i s t m a s

u p  t o

h t t p : // n p.t h e s t k i t t s n e v i s o b s e r v e r . c o m

50%
OFF WITH EVERY 1000 PRINTS OR LESS

(CALENDERS & GREETING CARDS)

E N D  O F  Y E A R
p a c k a g e s

L I M I T E D
T I M E

O F F E R
T:  8 6 9 - 4 6 9  5 9 0 7 / 4 6 6 - 4 9 9 4
E :  o b s e r v e r n v @ g m a i l . c o m

20% Off 
Xmas Greetings

& Promo Ads 

35% Off 
Xmas Greetings

& Promo Ads 

+10 %- 15%
Greeting Card or 
Promo Ad Prints

of 1500 or Less 

Christmas Greetings
and Promotional
Advertisements

a s k  a b o u t  o u r

n e w  s e r v i c e
w i d e  f o r m at  p r i n t i n g

Petty says human toll of 
displacement of major concern

“The human toll of 
displacement has seen 
our early childhood 
centres and secondary 
schools accommodate 
several students from 
other hurricane im-
pacted islands, free of 
charge.” Permanent 
Secretary in the 
Ministry of National 
Security, Osmond 
Petty said on the Oct. 
13 observance of the 
International Day for 
Disaster Reduction on.

“Today, the 
International Day for 
Disaster Reduction is 
being commemorated 
both here in St. Kitts 
and Nevis and world-
wide, with a focus on 
Target C of the Sendai 
Framework” Petty 
said. He explained the 
Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015 

– 2030 was adopted 
on March 18, 2015 in 
Sendai, Japan at the 
Third United Nations 
World Conference 
on Disaster Risk 
Reduction.

Target C falls under the 
Framework aims to re-
duce economic losses 
from disasters, which 
uproot and displace 
millions of people 
annually around the 
world.

Petty explained stu-
dents came to St. Kitts 
and Nevis to live with 
their extended fam-
ily and family friends 
in the aftermath of 
Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria, so that they 
can continue their edu-
cation and personal 
development. The 
government has ex-
tended support of EC 

$2.5 million in cash 
and has also given in 
kind, to aid neighbour-
ing islands in their hur-
ricane recovery efforts, 
which will cost in the 
billions of dollars. 

“As we join the global 
community in observ-
ing International Day 
for Disaster Reduction 
2018, the Team Unity 
administration reiter-
ates its commitment 
to work to ensure the 
reduction of economic 
losses in the face of 
disasters,” Petty said. 
“We recognize that, in 
doing so, we will em-
power communities 
and families, protect 
lives and livelihoods.

“This gives our chil-
dren and their children 
stability, a sense of 
security and the very 
best future and country 

that they and all of 
us deserve,” he said. 
“As such, reducing 
economic losses from 
natural disasters is a 
very real developmen-
tal priority, which is 
rightfully on a pedestal 
today.”

Petty gave “Sobering 
facts that spell out 
why disaster reduction 
must be top of mind 
for governments the 
world over. An analy-
sis conducted by The 
World Bank and The 
Global Facility for 
Disaster Reduction 
and Recovery found 
that extreme natu-
ral disasters exact on 
the global economy 
a $520 billion loss in 
annual consumption. 
Moreover, the report 
found that such disas-
ters force an estimated 
26 million people into 
poverty each year.

“These stark facts hit 
us close to home last 
year in the aftermath 
of two Category Five 
Hurricanes,” Petty 
said. While Irma 
and Maria damaged 
some roofs and other 
structures here in the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, the two 
hurricanes devastated 
several neighbouring 
islands, resulting in 

losses equivalent to 
as much as 3.5 times 
countries’ Gross 
Domestic Products. 

“Following the cata-
strophic hurricanes in 
September 2017, we 
in the Caribbean lost 
more than $1 billion 
dollars in tourism rev-
enue, the Caribbean 
Tourism Organization 
has reported. What’s 
more, an analysis re-
leased by the World 
Travel & Tourism 
Council has found that 
the estimated 826,100 
visitors whom the 
Caribbean lost due 
to the 2017 hurricane 
season would have 
supported over 11,000 
jobs.”

Petty pointed out that 
hurricanes Irma and 
Maria also destroyed 
roads, bridges and 
public utility sys-
tems and resulted in 
substantial losses of 
crops, productive trees 
and livestock in the 
Caribbean. Housing 
and infrastructure were 
the most impacted sec-
tors across the region.

“Here in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, the government 
has been responding 
to the felt needs of the 
people by integrating 
disaster risk reduction 

(DRR),”Petty said. 
Rick-informed mea-
sures in new pro-
grammes and policies 
largely focused on 
building back better 
and increasing our 
country’s resilience.

Petty claimed this 
move to build climate 
resilience in St. Kitts 
and Nevis aligns with 
present regional initia-
tives, such as the OECS 
Commission’s Climate 
Change Adaptation 
and Sustainable Land 
Management Project 
and the effort being 
led by the Caribbean 
Development Bank 
(CDB) to harmonize 
a regional approach to 
both disaster resilience 
and the regulation of 
the building sector. 

These are just a few 
examples of where the 
government is design-
ing effective climate 
resilient actions and 
disaster risk reduction 
(DRR) strategies. 

Petty said, in essence, 
the government is 
ensuring Resilience 
for All, which is the 
theme for the local 
observance of the 
International Day for 
Disaster Reduction 
here in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

Atiba Harris leads SKN 
thrashing of St. Martin

By Loshaun Dixon 

A hat trick from Atiba 
Harris, and braced from 
Harrison Panayiotou 
and Theo Warton and 
some ruthless finishing 
saw St. Kitts and Nevis 
Senior Men’s football 
team record a 10-nil 
thrashing of St. Martin 
in their second match-
up of the Concacaf 
Nations League 

The game was played 
in Anguilla with St. 
Martin still recover-
ing from hurricanes 
in 2017 and despite 
concerns about the 
pitch, they opened the 
scoring through Harris 
after only six minutes 
and the team seemed 
destined to put up a big 
score.

Harris then got his 

and the team’s second 
eight-minutes later, 
before Brice Noubou 
embarrassingly beat 
his own goalkeeper 
on 16 minutes to give 
SKN a commanding 
3-nil lead.

Panayiotou and Theo 
Warton joined the 
party with strikes of 
their own in the 26th 
and 30th minute re-
spectively. St. Martin 
had an opportunity to 
get one back, but their 
penalty was saved by 
Julani Archibald in 
the SKN goal. Omari 
Sterling then added 
fifth in the 38th minute.

St. Martin kept St. 
Kitts and Nevis quiet 
for almost the first 20 
minutes of the second 
half, but that trend was 
broken when Harris 
completed his hat trick 

in the 64th to break St. 
Martin’s resistance. 

Thirteen minutes later 
Kimaree Rogers got on 
the score sheet before 
late goals from Warton 
and Panayiotou put the 
gloss on their triumph 
to complete the 10-nil 
route.

Head Coach of the St. 
Kitts and Nevis team 
Jacques Passy congrat-
ulated the team on an 
amazing performance 
but complained about 
the pitch.

“In today’s football, a 
10-0 is remotely pos-
sible. In the pitch we 
played today? Almost 
impossible.

“My Kudos, 
Congratulations to all 
of the players, for an 
amazing performance. 

We were relentless. 
Our path is clear: Now 
it is time to not stop. 
I am proud of you 
SKN.”

The 33-year-old was 
relishing his moment 

of glory after complet-
ing his first career hat 
trick.

“My first career hat 
trick. It shows that 
anything is possible. 
I’m thankful for being 

a part of this group. I’ll 
cherish this moment.”

Next up for the St. 
Kitts and Nevis team 
is a home game versus 
Canada Nov. 18.

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of National Security, Osmond Petty
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Youths lead campaign to 
ban single-use plastic

By Monique Washington 

Youths on Nevis are 
leading the charge to 
ban single-use plastic 
items in St. Kitts and 
Nevis and launched 
their campaign this last 
week.

On Tuesday Oct. 16, 
several students from 
the various primary 
schools, public and 
private high schools, 
Sixth Form College and 
stakeholders, gather at 
the Nevis Historical and 
Conservation Society 
for a public discussion, 
presentation and the 
launch of a campaign to 
ban single-use plastic.

The Junior Minister 
of Health Hon Hazel 
Brandy-Williams was 
the guest at the func-
tion, at which she was 

presented with let-
ters from students’ 
pleading for the ban 
of single-use plastics. 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
were suggested on other 
alternatives which can 
be used. Hon Brandy-
Williams was also pre-
sented with data from 
Nevis on the September 
Ocean Conservancy 
Coastal Cleanup.

The minister acknowl-
edged that the cleanup 
data was alarming, with 
more than 5,000 pounds 
of trash collected on the 
Nevis coast in one day. 
The data also revealed 
that single-use plastic like 
plastic bottles, plastic caps 
and Styrofoam containers 
formed the largest per-
centage of trash collected.

Brandy-Williams noted it 
is important for the youths 
to lead the campaign.

“The students are now 
aware and they are mak-
ing the wider community 
aware of what they have 
discovered just by vol-
unteering in the cleanup 
campaign once per,” 
Brandy-Williams said. 

“I must commend those 
students who have taken 
that on.” 

She assured the youths 
that “your recommenda-
tions have not fallen on 
deaf ears. I will see how 
much I can do. I can ad-
vance this to my admin-
istration and even at a 
Federal level.”

The Observer spoke with 
the campaign Chair and 
Principal of the Nevis 
International Secondary 
School, Joy Napier who 
noted that the youths now 
know how dangerous the 
plastic problem is becom-
ing in St Kitts and Nevis, 
specifically in Nevis. 

“The students are peti-
tioning for a ban on sin-
gle-use plastic, like plastic 
bags, cups, water bottles 
and Styrofoam contain-
ers. They are proposing 
cheap alternatives that are 
just as easy, while being 
exactly the same, except 
they don’t damage the en-
vironment ,” Napier said.

She hopes the campaign 
will be short because the 
shorter it is the better it 

will be for the island. 

“Every day that this 
campaign runs is a day 
that plastic bags, and 
Styrofoam trays go into 
our ocean polluting our 
environment and harm-
ing us,” Napier explained. 
“When we catch and eat 
fish, they contain plastic. 
When we consider the 
rise in cancers and other 
diseases, we have to stop 
and think we are contrib-
uting to the problem.”

Napier agreed with the 
junior mister that the de-
cision to ban plastic must 
come from the federal 
level, but Nevis can push 
to have it implemented 
faster.

“This has to be a fed-
eral decision. The push 
can come from Nevis, 
we know on a federal 
scale Nevis is the one 
that can push for envi-
ronmental policies. We 
have the wind genera-
tors; we are pushing for 
a ‘Green Nevis.’ We be-
lieve the push can come 
from Nevis but it has to 
be a federal decision,” 
Napier concluded.

Hon Brandy-Williams handed the Nevis Coastal Clean-up report.

From the Supervisor of Elections. Issue 
69: International electoral events

As part of preparation to conduct 
our elections, I look-out for inter-
esting information about electoral 
matters whenever I travel. I do so to 
distill any lessons to be learnt and 
applied to our situation.  My atten-
tion was piqued by two such articles 
which are interesting enough, in my 
view, to share and to compare with 
our situation.

Firstly, in the borough of Kent, UK, 
boundary changes are being dis-
cussed. By 2022, the borough will 
lose 6 councilors compared to what 
it had in 1999, and so a re-district-
ing has become necessary. The loss 
of councilors is predicated on popu-
lation changes; and the population 
will be consulted about it. A web-
site was established to harness the 
views of the people.  The aim is to 
make the people-to-politician ratio 
more equal within each district. 

This is the second time within the 
past three years that I know of, 
that places within the UK have re-
districted, and both times, the ac-
tivity was generated by population 

dynamics.  But then the UK has a 
more complex system than ours; 
they have multiple senators at the 
borough level.  Here, we have a par-
liamentarian per constituency, and 
constituencies have historically been 
set along parish lines.

It is possible also that it is from 
this experience that the near equal 
clause within our Constitution has 
come about. The issue is that the 
UK appears to be quite clear that 

it is a population issue; while here, 
there seems to be some ambivalence 
on whether it is voting population 
(which is the data that the Electoral 
office keeps) or on the inhabitants 
(which is what the statistics bureau 
keeps).  And whereas the Electoral 
Office is required to publish its 
numbers each year, the Statistics 
Department is not required to do so.  
Besides, boundaries review is due 
not less than every two years and 
no more than every five years. Its 

reasonable, therefore, to use voting 
populations as the basis for bound-
aries reviews as this data would be 
more current. 

We are preparing for boundaries 
review, in that two members of the 
Commission have already been ap-
pointed, and we await the three 
persons who will complete the 
panel.  The Constitution calls for 
two representatives each from the 
Government side and the Opposition 
side, and a Chairman to be indepen-
dently appointed by the Governor 
General.

The second matter I read about was 
the cancellation of an election result 
for governors in a region in Russia.   
The results were cancelled after 
claims of vote-rigging triggered pro-
tests. The local electoral commission 
took the decision to do over the voting. 
 
The opposition candidate, 
Ischenko, accused the ruling 

Continued on page 21
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RSS Called in! Opposition not pleased
By Loshaun Dixon

The Regional Security 
System (RSS) has re-
turned to St. Kitts and 
Nevis to Aid with the 
Federation’s crime-fight-
ing effort but the move 
has drawn sharp criticism 
from members of the 
Opposition.

Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security the Hon. Dr. 
Timothy Harris an-
nounced on Saturday that 
RSS forces began arriv-
ing into the Federation 
on Oct. 10, and will assist 
their ongoing efforts to 
ensure citizen safety and 
security.

“RSS members are al-
ready deployed through-
out the communities with 
local National Security 
personnel, and their pres-
ence will help local law 
enforcement to expand 
the extent of their cov-
erage of the country,” 
the Minister of National 
Security said.

Dr. Harris said that by en-
gaging the RSS, the High 
Command of the Royal 
St. Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force and by ex-
tension the entire law 
enforcement body will 
benefit from the exper-
tise and manpower of the 
regional organization, of 
which St. Kitts and Nevis 
is a contributing member.

“St. Kitts and Nevis is a 
member of the RSS and 
financially contributes to 
support the functioning 
of this important regional 
security mechanism. 
That membership and 
financial contribution 
oblige the RSS to as-
sist the Federation when 
necessary. It is yet an-
other available security 
asset. My Government 
will not hesitate to utilize 
all assets at our disposal 
to further the peace and 
security of our country,” 
Dr. Harris said, while not-
ing, “the RSS will remain 
in St. Kitts and Nevis for 
as long as necessary until 
the security forces advise 
that their presence is no 
longer required.” The 

Opposition however is not 
on board with the agree-
ment. Opposition Leader 
former Prime Minister Dr. 
Denzil Douglas, wrote 
to voice his objection 
to the Chairman of the 
Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS), 
Prime Minister Dr. Ralph 
Gonsalves of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines.

In the letter, Dr. Douglas 
labelled the Prime 
Minister a dictator and 
claimed there are plans by 
the government to impris-
on Opposition supporters.

“We have learned through 
our intelligence that the 
next phase of Dr. Harris’ 
campaign of dictatorship 
will be the imprisonment 
of Opposition members 
and key Opposition 
supporters.” 

Prime Minister Harris 
slammed Dr. Douglas for 
the letter in recent radio 
interview, stating he finds 
it difficult to fathom why 
the Opposition Leader 
or any right-thinking 
resident or citizen would 
stand against the prospect 
of having an increased 
security presence in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

“Let’s assume that we 
were doing that, why is 
that a problem for him?” 
Dr. Harris asked. “Why is 
that not a good thing for 
the people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis to get the fullest 
possible support in terms 
of law and order in the 
country? Does he want 
mayhem in the country; 
does he want lawlessness 

to prevail in the country? 
Why is Denzil Douglas 
so angry that law enforce-
ment is being enhanced in 
St. Kitts and Nevis?” Dr. 
Harris asked.

Dr. Harris added that 
“Denzil Douglas is a 
bitter man at this point 
and he has no shame,” 
particularly because Dr. 
Douglas himself has re-
lied upon the services of 
the RSS in the past.

Prime Minister Harris, 
the Minister of National 
Security, stressed that in 
his opinion only criminals 
and those who harbour 
and support criminals 
will be concerned when 
law enforcement is being 
strengthened.

In a recent interview, Dr. 
Douglas asked why top 
police personnel were 
placed on leave and the 
RSS was called in?..

“He is distracting at-
tention from the severe 
criticism against him for 
manipulating the leader-
ship of the police force for 
political ends and having 
at the same time foreign 
regional troupes here in 
our country to help to 
suppress people’s protests 
and oppress citizens in ex-
ercising their rights here 
in St. Kitts and Nevis,” 
Dr. Douglas charged.

Dr. Douglas admitted that 
the RSS was deployed 
under his leadership after 
he requested their pres-
ence in the past.

“It was to support the 

police force in fighting 
crime., the people would 
have been informed at 
the appropriate time.” He 
said this time around, the 
deployment of the RSS 
in St. Kitts and Nevis has 
become problematic be-
cause of the way it is be-
ing done.

“We cannot have RSS 
forces on the ground for 
three days engaged in a 
number of activities and 
already sworn in as Police 
Constables and the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis not 
properly informed,” Drr. 
Douglas said. Addressing 
the letter he wrote to Dr. 

Gonsalves Dr. Douglas 
said he has no remorse for 
doing it. “I have no apolo-
gy whatsoever for asking 
OECS Chairman Ralph 
Dr. Gonsalves Prime 
Minister of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines to en-
sure that he understands 
and examines the motives 
and reasons given by Dr. 
Harris,” Dr. Douglas said. 
“He invited these forces 
into our country when he 
is sending on leave almost 
half of the Police Force 
High Command and has 
not sought to mobilise the 
Defence Force Reserves.

“We have no apology in 

the Opposition for asking 
all the heads of govern-
ment who are donating 
their forces to this con-
tingent of RSS officers 
to examine carefully and 
clearly the reasons being 
advanced by the Prime 
Minister before they 
send their troops into our 
country. 

This is the second time 
in two years the RSS has 
been called upon by PM 
Harris with the regional 
body after they had a 
stint in the Federation 
in 2016,” Dr. Douglas 
concluded.

party representative, Tarensko, of 
“stealing” his victory in the vote. 
Ishchenko seemed poised to become 
the next governor until the results 
suddenly changed overnight, allow-
ing Tarasenko to claim victory. 

Tarasenko accepted the annulment 
of the vote. “There have been too 
many complaints, everything has 
to be fair and decent (my empha-
sis). The cancellation of the vote 
result is fair,” he told Russian 
media. The Communist Party had 
earlier urged authorities to call 

the race for Ishchenko instead of 
re-running it. But, in Moscow, the 
electoral head welcomed the deci-
sion, saying: “There was no other 
way out in this situation”.  

The authorities said there were 
“serious violations” in the vote 
and referred to instances of bal-
lot-stuffing and bribes, but denied 
that it was rigged in favour of the 
Tarensko. Local authorities will 
set a new date for the vote. 

The item went on to note that while 
nearly every election in Russia 
is marred by claims of vote-rig-
ging, the opposition and ordinary 

Russians said ballot-stuffing dur-
ing the Far Eastern vote was es-
pecially brazen. According to the 
official results, Tarasenko won 
49.55 percent of the vote after a 
sudden surge, while Ishchenko re-
ceived 48.06 percent. That result 
came despite the losing candidate 
enjoying a five-point lead when 
more than 95 percent of votes 
were counted. 

Back home, the only way that an 
election official can impact a vote 
here, is in the event of a tie be-
tween candidates in the number 
of votes received.  The Returning 
Officer would then have a casting 

vote which he/she may exercise 
or pass to the National Assembly.  
Election results have been voided 
before, but the Court is the only 
body which can do so, and only 
after trial.  In the case reported, 
there was no Court case, the lo-
cal Electoral Official made the 
decision.

Do-overs are rare occurrences 
although one took place here in 
2013. I will do all in my power 
to ensure we do not have another.  
That is why we are committed 
to one man, one vote in the right 
place and fairness to all. 

From the Supervisor of Elections. Issue 
69: International electoral events CONT’D

Continued from page 19
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Federation signs ILO 
declaration to protect 

child workers
Children in St. Kitts 
and Nevis now have an 
added layer of protec-
tion from any exploita-
tion through work that 
deprives them of their 
childhood with the recent 
signing of the Declaration 
on the Establishment of 
the Regional Initiative: 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean Free of Child 
Labour. 

The ‘Declaration to 
Protect Children From 
Exploitation Through 
Work,’ was signed by 
Senior Minister and 
Minister of Labour, 
the Honourable 
Vance Amory, dur-
ing the 19th American 
Regional Meeting of 
the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) in 
Panama. According to 

the ILO, the term “child 
labour” is often defined as 
work that deprives chil-
dren of their childhood, 
their potential and their 
dignity, and that is harm-
ful to physical and mental 
development. 

The term refers to “work 
that is mentally, physi-
cally, socially or morally 
dangerous and harmful 
to children; and interferes 
with their schooling by: 
depriving them of the 
opportunity to attend 
school; obliging them to 
leave school prematurely; 
or requiring them to at-
tempt to combine school 
attendance with exces-
sively long and heavy 
work.” The organization 
expresses however, that 
“it is important to note 
that not all work done by 

children should be classi-
fied as child labour that is 
to be targeted for elimina-
tion. Children’s’ or ado-
lescent’s participation in 
work that does not affect 
their health and personal 
development or interfere 
with their schooling, is 
generally regarded as be-
ing something positive. 
This includes activities 
such as helping their par-
ents around the home, as-
sisting in a family business 
or earning pocket money 
outside school hours and 
during school holidays. 
These kinds of activities 
contribute to children’s 
development and to the 
welfare of their families; 
they provide them with 
skills and experience, and 
help to prepare them to be 
productive members of 
society during their adult 

life.”

It adds that “hundreds of 
millions of girls and boys 
throughout the world are 
engaged in work that de-
prives them of adequate 
education, health, lei-
sure and basic freedoms, 
violating their rights. 
Of these children, more 
than half are exposed to 
the worst forms of child 
labour such as work in 
hazardous environments, 
slavery, or other forms of 
forced labour, illicit ac-
tivities such as drug traf-
ficking and prostitution, 
as well as involvement 
in armed conflict.” The 
ILO launched the first 
World Day Against Child 
Labour in 2002 as a way 
to highlight the plight 
of these children. The 
day, which is observed 

on June 12, is intended 
to serve as a catalyst for 
the growing worldwide 
movement against child 
labour, reflected in the 
huge number of ratifica-
tions of ILO Convention 
No. 182 on the worst 
forms of child labour 
and ILO Convention No. 
138 on the minimum age 
for employment.

The World Day Against 
Child Labour provides an 

opportunity to gain further 
support of individual gov-
ernments and that of the 
ILO social partners, civil 
society and others, includ-
ing schools, youth and 
women’s groups, as well 
as the media in the cam-
paign against child labour 
In 2005, St. Kitts and 
Nevis ratified the ILO 
Child Conventions: the 
C182 Worst Form of 
Child Labour in 2000 and 
the C138 Minimum Age.

Senior Minister and Minister of Labour, the Honourable 
Vance Amory
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