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Dr. Crawford continues to 
call for reinstatement

By Loshuan Dixon

Dr. Dail Crawford, 
who was barred from 
working at the Joseph 
N France General 
Hospital, is again calling 
for reinstatement eight 
months after winning 
his court case against 
the Public Service 
Commission and after 
he scored another court 
victory at the ending of 
August.

Dr. Crawford’s recent 
triumph was against the 
Medical Chief of Staff 
and Medical Board, who 
took away his hospital 
privileges without due 
process. “I won the judi-
cial review so I now can 
take them to court,” Dr. 
Crawford said.

He explained to The 
Observer, “This is 

different from the case 
with the Public Service 
Commission, which I 
won for my reinstatement 
at the hospital, because 
the government is my 
employer. The Medical 
Board and medical chief 
are not my employer. 
This judgement is to take 
them to court to deal with 
my hospital privileges.”

Dr. Crawford noted, how-
ever that he is still needs 
to hear from the Public 
Service Commission and 
the government regard-
ing the initial judgement 
that called for his rein-
statement. “Through my 
lawyer I wrote the public 
service commission in 
February and they said 
they would get back to 
me at the end of February, 
I have not heard anything 
since from them or gov-
ernment officials.”

He said his next action 
is to tell the public about 
the matter and that he is 
open to returning to court 
to secure justice. 

“I am trying to use the 
media to sensitize people, 
so they can know what is 

happening and if there is 
no resolution, I’ll have to 
speak to my lawyers on 
the best way to proceed, 
go back to court or they 
will have to advise me on 
the best way forward.”

Dr. Crawford said this 
entire scenario has af-
fected his patients, who 
are not given a doctor of 
their choice when they 
are at the hospital.

“I’m a surgeon, I can’t 
operate and patients can-
not get a doctor of their 
choice,” Dr. Crawford 
explained. “My patients 
are suffering every day 
because they are not be-
ing able to access a doc-
tor they want to work 
with them at the hospital.

“It has affected me 
socially, emotionally 
and financially and my 
reputation and charac-
ter has been adversely 
affected.”

He called for a resolu-
tion to the matter. 

“I want a resolution 
to the situation. I just 
want them to know if a 

judgement is given by 
the court they must hon-
our it.” Dr. Crawford 
said he has not been told 
why he was suspended.

“I was suspended. I 
asked for a written re-
sponse to say why I was 
suspended, after almost 
four years,” he said. 
“I never got a written 
response to say why I 
was suspended. People 
are speculating all kind 
of things but I cannot 
come to the public and 
say why I was been 
suspended... 

“There is nothing writ-
ten to say what I was 
suspended for. In the 
medical field all doctors 
have errors, all doctors 
have mistakes. Why 
some doctor’s mistakes 
are highlighted more 
than others and where is 
the level playing field.”

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Timothy Harris was 
asked to comment on 
the matter on radio ear-
lier this week.

Dr. Harris responded, 
“This is a matter, as I 
understand it, which is 
before the court. It is 
not proper for me to en-
gage in the merits of the 
particular case. I would 
want Dr. Crawford, as I 
would  every citizen, to 
have their justice.

“I have tremendous re-
spect for Dr. Crawford. 
He is someone I know 
personally and have had 
very good relationships 
with. Whatever can be 
done to achieve desira-
ble goals, I am sure that 
no hindrance will be put 
in his way.”

Dr. Crawford reiter-
ated however, the 
last judgement has to 
deal with the Medical 
Board and the medical 
chief of staff, does not 
have any bearing on 
the first judgement and 
should not hinder his 
reinstatement.

Dr. Dail Crawford
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US Embassy in Barbados 
announces interview 

visa waivers
As part of the United 
States Government’s con-
tinuing efforts to improve 
customer service and 
streamline the visa pro-
cess, the U.S. Embassy 
announced the implemen-
tation of interview visa 
waivers in Barbados for 
qualified applicants wish-
ing to renew their U.S. 
visas, effective Sept. 10.

Saint Kitts and Nevis 
passport holders, with the 
exception of beneficiaries 
of the citizen by invest-
ment programs, may 
qualify for a visa renewal 
interview waiver if their 
previous visa expired 
within the past twelve 
months and they are ap-
plying for the same visa 
category as their previous 
visa.

The applicant must 
be physically pres-
ent in Saint Kitts and 
Nevis or within the con-
sular district of the U.S. 
Embassy in Bridgetown, 
Barbados[1] to avail 
themselves of this option. 
Additionally, the previous 
U.S. visa must be in the 
applicant’s possession, 
and the applicant must 
have submitted a 10-fin-
gerprint scan in conjunc-
tion with the previous 
visa application. Students 
who wish to renew their 
visas, and who satisfy the 
aforementioned require-
ments may qualify for 

interview waiver if they 
are applying to continue 
attendance at the same in-
stitution, or will continue 
the same major course of 
study at a different institu-
tion. Applicants seeking 
to renew work-related 
visas who are returning 
to work for the same 
employer/company as 
annotated on the previ-
ous visa may also qualify. 
Applicants under the age 
of 14 and over 79 will 
continue to qualify for 
interview waiver in most 
visa classifications.

Applicants who acquired 
Saint Kitts and Nevis citi-
zenship via an economic 
citizenship program and 
all third country nation-
als will still be required 
to schedule visa inter-
views for visa renewals. 
Eligibility for interview 
waiver does not automati-
cally entitle applicants to 
a waiver of the interview 
requirement. Meeting the 
general qualifications for 
visa renewal interview 
waiver does not guaran-
tee that an applicant will 
not be requested to pres-
ent him or herself in per-
son for an interview at the 
Embassy.

For general informa-
tion, please see the 
Nonimmigrant Visa sec-
tion of the Embassy’s 
website https://
bb.usembassy.gov/visas/

nonimmigrant-visas/, or 
to begin the process to de-
termine if you qualify for 
interview waiver, please 
see https://ais.usvisa-info.
com/en-bb/niv. There will 
be further expansion of 
interview waivers in U.S. 
Embassy Bridgetown’s 
consular district in the 
coming weeks.

Prime Minister’s 
statement“This is a piv-
otal moment for diplo-
macy, as it is indicative 
of the much-improved 
relationship and good-
will between the United 
States and the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
under my Team Unity 
Government,” Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis and Minister of 
National Security Dr. 
the Honourable Timothy 
Harris commented about 
the new regulations.

 “From very early on, we 
have held regular high-
level meetings with the 
United States Ambassador 
to Barbados and the 
Eastern Caribbean, Hon. 
Linda Taglialatela, as well 
as engaged in proactive 
diplomatic efforts that 
have resulted, inter alia, 
in the reinstatement in 
2016 of the Government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis’ 
Diplomatic Week – an 
event that I inaugurated 
and celebrated back in 
2007 and 2008 as Minister 

of Foreign Affairs. “My 
Government has also 
expanded our diplomatic 
footprint by establishing 
more diplomatic relations 
and visa-free arrange-
ments around the world, 
including in Africa, Asia 
and Europe – an ongoing 
undertaking ably led by 
Foreign Affairs Minister 
the Hon. Premier Mark 
Brantley.”

Prime Minister Harris also 
noted that, “This new state 
of affairs is a far cry from 
the dark days when, under 
the Denzil Douglas-led 
regime, the Government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
was increasingly isolated 
from its traditional al-
lies due to ill-advised 
actions, such as granting 
St. Kitts and Nevis pass-
ports with their country 
of origin concealed, and 
diplomatic imbroglios, 
such as the U.S. Treasury 
Department’s Financial 
Crimes Enforcement 
Network’s (FinCEN’s) 
advisory of May 20, 2014 
and the Canadian govern-
ment’s revocation of the 
visa-free status of citizens 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
effective November 22, 
2014.”

The statement said, 
“The fallout from these 
diplomatic imbroglios 
prompted the Douglas 
administration to issue 
an urgent passport recall 

in December 2014. Two 
months later, the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
voted for a Team Unity 
Government to right 
the wrongs of Denzil 
Douglas’ regime.”

“The announcement by 
the United States is tan-
gible evidence of the res-
toration of good relations 

between the United 
States and St. Kitts and 
Nevis. My Team Unity 
Government will con-
tinue to provide the type 
of leadership that our in-
ternational allies can trust 
and that brings benefits 
to the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis,” the Prime 
Minister concluded.

Barbados US Logo

Prime Minister Dr. the Honourable Timothy Harris 
described the new regulations as ‘a pivotal moment for 

diplomacy
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Sidewalks are 
made for walking, 
roads for driving

The vendors are being moved from the streets in Charlestown. Finally.

This is not the first attempt.  There have several previous removals, some by 
former administrations, and some done by owners of roadside properties.  

The truth is that it was becoming a nuisance. With increased vehicular traffic, 
pedestrians were being forced into the street by these vendors, many of whom 
may be unlicensed to sell. Everything is being sold, from raw to cooked food 
to clothing to books, to textiles.

 It is not a good thing to be selling cooked food on heavily trafficked streets as 
the food may have absorbed the fumes and dust coming from the street; and it 
certainly is not good to be offering food without proper hand-washing facility.   
This is not to say that good food-handling techniques are not being followed, 
rather that the ambience is not the best.

The Public Market is a good place to relocate sellers to; but the market itself 
needs work. Are there sufficient electrical outlets, and in the right places? Are 
there sufficient hand-washing facilities? Are there sufficient toilets? Is the lone 
“marketkeeper” enough staff to elevate the cleanliness of the market?  Where 
do the sellers of food for human consumption display their health certificates? 
Where is the trying-on room for those who sell clothing?  In fact, where is the 
business licence and VAT certificate of these sellers to be displayed?

Fresh and cooked food should not be together. Nor should clothing and cooked 
food be in the same space. Maybe it is time for an upper floor, but one dedi-
cated to the selling of cooked food.  Will BBQ’s be allowed?

Some vendors may argue that they pay taxes just like the rest of us who choose 
not to sell.  True, but they are enjoying greater usage out of the road than the 
rest of us.  Sympathisers will also argue that these poor people are only trying 
to make ends meet. True, again, but many of these vendors are full blown busi-
nesses, enjoying low overheads; and thus attracting other vendors. The playing 
field needs to be levelled.

At the same time, we encourage and celebrate entrepreneurship and initiative.  
But we also support the rule of law.  And while we agree that street vending 
can be an attraction, in recent times it has become a danger to pedestrians in 
Charlestown.

Sidewalks are made for walking and roads are made for driving. Likewise, 
markets are made for selling.
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Statues unveiled, five National 
Heroes honoured at Heroes’ Park

Life-like statues of five St. Kitts 
and Nevis National Heroes will be 
unveiled Sept. 17 at the National 
Heroes’ Park during the annual 
ceremony that pays tribute to the 
foremost nation builders of the twin-
island Federation. It is the first time 
that all five national heroes will be 
found in one place dedicated to them, 
making the moment a historic one.

The park is now a hive-of-activity 
as work crews are mounting tents, 
tending to the lawn, preparing the 
Welcome Centre, and completing 
other tasks in preparation for the 
ceremony that will be attended by 
family members and friends of the 
late Right Excellencies Sir Robert L. 
Bradshaw, Sir C. A. Paul Southwell, 
Sir Joseph N. France and Sir Simeon 
Daniel, as-well-as the Right Excellent 
and Right Honourable Sir Kennedy A. 

Simmonds, the only living National 
Hero. Also in attendance will be 
Governor General, His Excellency Sir 
S. W. Tapley Seaton, Prime Minister, 
Dr. the Honourable Timothy Harris, 
members of Parliament, members of 
the diplomatic corps, and other digni-
taries, invited guests, students, and the 
general public.

The ceremony will feature a Guard 
of Honour from the St. Kitts-Nevis 
Defence Force and the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis Police Force. 
Permanent Secretary in the Office of 
the Prime Minister, Osbert DeSuza, 
said the profiles of each National Hero 
will be read at the ceremony and the 
statues unveiled. He said it will be a 
special occasion. 

“I want to take this opportunity to 
invite the general public to be a part 

of this ceremony on National Heroes 
Day,” DeSuza said. 

“It is a one of; we will unveil the stat-
ues of the five National Heroes and it 
is only going to happen once so ev-
eryone should be there to be a part of 
history.” 

Seating will be available for the large 
number of persons expected at the cer-
emony. In addition to mounting the 
statues, construction of the Welcome 
Centre is essentially complete. It 
features an exhibition wing where 
information on and pictures of the 
five prominent figures will be on 
display. Offices for staff are hosted 
in the centre’s administration wing. 
Restroom facilities are being built.

DeSuza said the atmosphere at the 
facility has been greatly enhanced 

and everyone will be in for a treat on 
Monday.

“The ambience and the physical 
appearance of the park have being 
enhanced from the last National 
Heroes Day,” DeSuza indicated. 

“I think everyone will be impressed 
with the layout of the parade square, 
the fact that we have been able, 
over the past year, to have quite a 
bit of ornamental plants growing in 
the park and its [a] totally different 
physical appearance to what we had 
in 2016 and 2017.”

Sunday, Sept. 16, is National 
Heroes Day in St. Kitts and Nevis. 
However, because that day falls on 
a Sunday, the public observances 
will occur on the following day – 
Monday, Sept. 17.

A section of the National Heroes Park.Entrance to National Heroes Park.
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Water interruptions to last 
until water levels rise

By Monique Washington

Various communities in 
Nevis have experienced 
water interruptions that 
will continue until wa-
ter levels begin rise, 
according to the Nevis 
Water Department.

The island has experi-
enced dry to minimal 
rainfall over the past 
few months. Most of 
the island’s water is 
pumped from various 
area wells.

On Sept. 9, the Nevis 
Water Department is-
sued a notice indicating 
that communities such 
as Victoria Road, Brown 
Hill, Cherry Gardens, 
Prospect, Bath Village, 
Ramsbury, Charlestown 
and Gingerland will 
experience water inter-
ruptions every day from 

9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

While the time of the 
outages appears to fit 

schedules of working 
residents, who may be 
away during that time, 
businesses that operate 

during such time have 
been affected.

The notice sates that 

“this exercise will com-
mence this evening, 
Sept. 9. Please note 
that these interrup-
tions will be ongoing 
until the water levels 
have risen. The Water 
Department apologizes 
for any inconvenience 
these interruptions may 
cause.”

In 2014, then Junior 
Minister in the Ministry 
of Communications 
and Works, Physical 
Planning and Public 
Utilities on Nevis Hon. 
Troy Liburd announced 
that significant progress 
had been made with the 
Water Enhancement 
Project on Nevis.

On completion, the $ 
30 million Caribbean 
Development Bank-
funded project would 
enhance the capac-
ity of the Nevis Water 

Department’s storage 
and distribution system.

Phase 1 of the Water 
Enhancement Project 
commenced at the 
Spring Hill site on July 
6, 2012, with prepara-
tory work for the con-
struction of a 500,000 
gallon reservoir. It was 
the first of four reser-
voirs to be constructed 
under the project with 
the others at Maddens, 
Stoney Hill and Morgan 
Estate. Also included in 
the project was the con-
struction of two pump-
ing stations, one each at 
Fothergills and Camps. 
There were project sites 
at Spring Hill, Camps, 
Fothergills and Stoney 
Hill.

Consumers are fre-
quently reminded to be 
conservative in their 
water usage.
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New school year begins; Parents, 
teachers, students excited

Parents, students and 
teachers around the 
Federation were filled 
with excitement last 
week as they entered the 
classrooms for the first 
day of the 2018/2019 
academic year. 

As the Ministry of 
Education continues to 
foster the development 
of the nation’s youth, 
this year is poised to be a 
year of excellence. Last 
week, teachers were en-
gaged in a professional 
learning environment, 
while strengthening 
their classroom delivery 
techniques and leader-
ship skills at Teachers’ 
Summer Training 
Workshops. 

The annual workshop is 
a strong foundation to 
begin to prepare for the 
academic year ahead 
and is lauded for its ef-
ficiency and productive-
ness. It was a festive 

morning at the Verchild’s 
High School as teachers 
lined up along the corri-
dors and greeted parents 
and students with warm 
hugs and courteous 
smiles. Most of the stu-
dents looked eager and 

ready to return to the 
classrooms and reunite 
with their peers.

The Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Education, Hon. Shawn 
Richards visited the 

Verchild’s High School 
to issue congratulatory 
remarks to the students 
and staff, having at-
tained the best results for 
the 2018 sitting of the 
Caribbean Secondary 
E x a m i n a t i o n s 

Certificate. He also 
urged the students to 
show commitment to 
their school by becom-
ing actively involved, 
so they could build 
a school they can be 
proud to be a part of.  

“Students, you are here 
to receive an education, 
for no other purpose 
but to receive an edu-
cation,” he continued, 
“come to school, dress 
appropriately, listen to 
the teachers and do your 
best.”

Lonzo Wilkinson and 
Ms. Eisha Williams 
were promoted to princi-
pal and deputy principal 
respectively and come 
with a wealth of expe-
rience. Former prin-
cipal, Roger Woodley 
has been promoted to 
the post of Education 
Officer in the Ministry 
of Education and will 
now be located to the 
Stanford Building.

He bade farewell to the 
students at the morn-
ing’s assembly. Wishing 
them and the staff where 
he served for over 25 
years the very best in all 
their future endeavours.

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Hon. Shawn Richards, During an outdoor assembly students 
are welcomed back to classes.

Month-long Independence 
35 activities slated 

An assortment of ac-
tivities to celebrate the 
35th anniversary of 
Independence of St. Kitts 
and Nevis kick off this 
week.

Wakely Daniel, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Premier’s Ministry, 
indicates rhe theme for 
this year’s indepen-
dence is “Love, Service, 
Patriotism and Pride, 
Independence 35.”

“We have a packed 
schedule and invite and 
encourage everyone to 
celebrate with us,” Daniel 
said. “Come out. Attend 
the events. Have a grand 
time. It’s your indepen-
dence. It’s your nation-
hood, 35 years.

“I know 35 years, when 
compared to some 

countries, might be still 
young but for us it is a 
mark. It is a milestone. It 
is a seminal moment and 
we want to invite every-
one to come out and cel-
ebrate with us,” he said.

Today, the Department 
of Youth and Sports in 
collaboration with the 
Premier’s Ministry and 
the Ministry of Education 
will stage a 10K run from 
Charlestown to Cotton 
Ground and back. 

Sept. 15, the Nevis 
Cultural Development 
Foundation (NCDF) 
will host a Pan and 
Masquerade Exhibition at 
the Cultural Complex.

Sept. 16, National Heroes 
Day, the Department of 
Youth and Sports will 
stage a regional and 

international Drag Race 
at the St. James’ Raceway 
and the day will climax 
with a free National 
Heroes Day Concert at 
the Cultural Village.

Daniel said the concert 
is an effort to engender 
national pride and pa-
trons are asked to wear 
the national colours. The 
concert will feature world 
renowned reggae bands 
Steep Pulse and Third 
World.

He said the “One Nevis 
One Federation One Love 
Concert” will also pay 
tribute son to Nevisian 
Steve “Grizzly” Nisbett 
of blessed memory, who 
passed away recently and 
was the original drummer 
of Third World.

Sept 17, Life-like statues 

of five St. Kitts and Nevis 
National Heroes will be 
unveiled at the National 
Heroes’ Park. The annual 
ceremony pays tribute 
to the foremost nation 
builders of the twin-island 
Federation.

Sept. 18 is set aside for 
Nevis Day. It will high-
light all things Nevisian 
including local food and 
cultural wear. On that day, 
persons are also encour-
aged to use the hashtag 
#NevisNice to showcase 
various aspects of the is-
land through photographs 
and videos on social 
media.

A photographic exhibi-
tion will be mounted at 
the Charlestown Gallery 
portraying Nevis’ par-
ticipation at the Leeds 
Carnival in the United 

Kingdom in 2017, a 
documentary will also be 
presented at NEPAC. The 
day will be brought to a 
close with the release of 
Chinese lanterns.

Sept. 19, Independence 
Day, will be the 
I n d e p e n d e n c e 
Ceremonial Parade and 

Awards Ceremony at the 
Elquemedo T. Willett 
Park from 8 a.m.

Sept. 29, the Department 
of Youth and Sports will 
host a Youth Debating 
Competition on the 
Independence 35 theme. 
It is scheduled to be 
held at NEPAC.

Wakely Daniel, Permanent Secretary in the Premier’s 
Ministry.
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NCD action plan being developed 
to combat serious health risks

A new non-communi-
cable disease (NCD) 
action plan to help 
combat the prevalence 
of these maladies in 
the Federation is be-
ing developed by the 
Ministry of Health. The 
plan is currently being 
edited and then will go 
before the Cabinet for 
approval, according to 
Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Hazel Laws.

“This new action plan is 
going to provide us the 
roadmap to guide our 
activities and interven-
tions as we move for-
ward,” Dr. Laws said. 
“The plan is from 2018 
to 2022. It’s a number 
of interventions that 
are going to help to 
decrease the burden of 
NCDs

“One such policy that 
the ministry is pres-
ently working on is its 
tobacco policy,” Dr. 
Laws explained. “There 
is a World Health 
Organization (WHO) 

framework convention 
on tobacco control. It is 
really an international 
treaty to which the 
Federation has signed 
on to and part of our ob-
ligation as a Federation 
is really to develop a 

tobacco policy.”

Dr. Law said several 
questions have arisen 
while designing the pol-
icy including whether 
smoking tobacco will be 
allowed in public places 
and implementing taxes 

that may result in de-
creasing the demand for 
tobacco. 

“With this policy, we 
are collaborating with 
the Attorney General in 
developing an appro-
priate tobacco policy 

for the Federation,” the 
chief medical officer 
said.

The tobacco industry 
is currently marketing 
more electronic nico-
tine delivery systems 
to appeal to young 

people, according to Dr. 
Marissa Carty, NCDs 
Programme Coordinator 
in the Health Promotion 
and Advocacy Unit at 
the Ministry of Health.

“Young people tend to 
go to these as opposed 
to the cigarettes,” Dr. 
Carty said. “Research on 
electronic cigarettes has 
not been extensive, but 
some research shows 
that these products can 
be used as a gateway to 
either smoking tobacco 
or marijuana.

“These are some of 
the things we have to 
look at when it comes 
to developing even our 
tobacco policy and es-
pecially if we want to 
safeguard our young 
people,” Dr. Carty said.   
Dr. Hazel Laws Chief 
Medical Officer (left) 
and Dr. Marissa Carty, 
NCDs Programme 
Coordinator in the 
Health Promotion and 
Advocacy Unit at the 
Ministry of Health.

Dr. Hazel Laws Chief Medical Officer (left) and Dr. Marissa Carty, NCDs Programme Coordinator in the Health Pro-
motion and Advocacy Unit at the Ministry of Health.

Bus Stop Poles to be installed in 
Charlestown to decrease congestion 

By Monique Washington 

In an effort to reduce 
traffic congestion in 
Charlestown, the Nevis 
Bus Association, in 
collaboration with the 
Transport Board, will 
initiate a bus stop pole 
project in the next cou-
ple of days.

The Observer spoke 
with Nevis Bus 
Association Vice 
President Davron 
“Gunjii” Maynard, 
who pointed out that 
Nevis Bus Association 
executives and the 
Transport Board re-
cently met to discuss 
how to reduce conges-
tion in Charlestown. 

The Transport Board 
is comprised of mem-
bers of the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force and the 
Nevis Division Traffic 
Department.

“In dealing with the bus 
stop pole project the 
subject of Charlestown 
traffic was discussed. 
Having bus stop poles 
will eliminate traffic 
congestion and is good 
for road and traffic 
safety,” Maynard said. 

Last year, the ‘Adopt-
a-Stop Project was 
launched in which 
groups or individuals 
can fund a bus-stop 
in various villages. 
Several bus-stops were 

erected in various vil-
lages around the island.

Maynard said bus driv-
ers were already in-
formed on how to use 
of the bus poles and 
they can be ticketed 
if they do not com-
ply with the bus stop 
poles.. 

Maynard said currently 
there are some existing 
bus stops, so they de-
cided to put add some 
additional locations. 

The location of the 
new bus stop poles will 
span from Charlestown 
to SL Horsefords IGA 
at the round-about 
and from Charlestown 
to the entrance of 

Sunshine’s Pinneys.  
The stops will be lo-
cated adjacent the Old 
Kingdom Hall build-
ing, adjacent to the 
Sea Spawn Building, 
bottom of Cradock 
road, opposite Scotia 
Bank, Superfoods 
Supermarket, entrance 
the Villa gate, and 
adjacent to the Girls’ 
Guide Building .

Maynard said bus poles 
will be erected in the 
next couple of days. 
Public Works has been 
given the task of erect-
ing them. A message 
will be broadcasted on 
radio stations to notify 
the public about how 
to use the bus poles.
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Minister of Education to implement 
new school policy goals

By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of Education 
the Honourable Shawn 
Richards has an-
nounced  they  plan 
to  implement new  
policy goals un-
der the Ministry of 
Education’s 2017-
20121 sector plan 
while  the new school 
year in its infancy.

The plan has three 
major policy goals or 
areas to improve equi-
table access to and par-
ticipation in education 
at all levels, strength-
ening the quality and 
relevance of educa-
tion, improve learning 
outcomes and enhance 
governance planning 
and management to 
improve efficiency and 
effectiveness through-
out the sector.

The minister said to 
improve equitable ac-
cess to and participa-
tion in education at all 
levels, they are com-
mitted in their mission 
quest to improve chil-
dren’s access to and 
participation in educa-
tion from early child-
hood to the end of the 
secondary level. 

“Schools will continue 
to train early child-
hood practitioners and 
increase monitoring 
and evaluation of early 
childhood centres,” 
Richards explained. 
“This will ensure their 
compliance with local 
standards during this 
school year. We will 
take more steps to help 
ensure there is univer-
sal early childhood 
development.”

Richards added that 
during recently con-
cluded annual summer 
workshops, educators 
and teachers in public 
and private centres re-
ceived first aid training 
and looked at dietary 
problems among stu-
dents.  “At the primary 

level to eliminate di-
etary deficiencies as 
factors that impact 
student’s participa-
tion in the education, 
we continue to review 
the school’s meals 
feeding program,” the 
minister said. “Our 
goal is to improve the 
nutritional content of 
all meals served. We 
are embarking on a 
four-week rotation of 
the menu attempting 
to include more soups, 
vegetables and fruit 
drinks, while reducing 
the amount of rice and 
processed foods, espe-
cially tinned foods.”

Richards explained 
a collaborative plan 
in which schools use 
local foods, fish and 
meat would provide 
students with more 
nourishing lunch 
plates.

“This action will be in 
necessary as part of our 
response to eliminate 
obesity and non-com-
municable diseases 
among our students,” 
Richards explained. 

In strengthening the 
quality and relevance 
of education at all lev-
els, Richards explained 
by improve learning 

outcome goals they are 
ensuring more teenag-
ers have access to and 
participate meaning-
fully in secondary edu-
cation through the full 
five years.  

“This position was fur-
ther reinforced when 
secondary school man-
agement teams were 
engaged on strategies 
that can be pursued 
at the school level to 
keep more students in 
school through form 
five.  Furthermore, dur-
ing the summer work-
shops in both St. Kitts 
and Nevis, sessions 
were held for school 
managers on how to 
develop data-driven 
school improvement 
plans that are linked 
to the education-sector 
plan.

“There will be follow-
up sessions throughout 
the year to support the 
monitoring and report-
ing of school improve-
ment plans” Richards 
said.

He added that he is 
pleased to share the 
new way that the 
Ministry of Education 
has been pursuing 
equity of access to 
quality education for 

students with special 
needs.

“The thrust to estab-
lish quality teaching 
and learning standards 
continues in this 
area where a consul-
tancy will begin in 
November to enhance 
the national curricu-
lum and assessment.”

Richards pointed out  
changes to the 2018 
test of standards in 
which  tests will only 
administered this year 
at grades four and six. 

“This approach aligns 
with the ministry’s 
thrust to implement 
key stage assessments 
every other year in 
primary school, be-
ginning with kinder-
garten,” Richards 
said. “Further support 
will be given through-
out the school year 
to strengthen school 
and classroom level 
assessments for all 
grades and especially 
those not taking the 
test of standards. 

“At the secondary lev-
el, work is also being 
done to build capacity 
in conducting assess-
ments in the class-
room and at Ministry 

of Education levels. “

Richards added that 
a classroom assess-
ment training program 
was held during the 
summer workshops 
for secondary school 
teachers and cur-
riculum officers in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

The Education 
Minister said greater 
attention was given 
to science technology 
engineering and math 
stem during the last 
academic year. This 
resulted in almost all 
of the primary schools 
holding intriguing 
STEM. 

Richards said the 
Ministry of Education 
is committed to creat-
ing competent and rel-
evant students.

“This will continue 
to be the focus of 
schools now required 
to function within the 
effective framework,” 
Richards explained. 
“This emphasizes 
ensuring that every 
child, in every class-
room, has access to 
quality and engaging 
instruction in a physi-
cally and emotionally 
safe environment that 

is responsive to their 
needs.”

Speaking of enhanc-
ing governance plan-
ning and management, 
Richards said knowl-
edge management for 
decision-making will 
be key.

“We are giving 
schools more re-
sources to make this 
a reality, for example 
to support improved 
data management at 
the school level and 
facilitate data.”

Richards disclosed 
that the Ministry of 
Education will be the 
first in the OECS to 
produce such digital 
education statistics. 
“I also want to pub-
licly express gratitude 
for all the private and 
public partnerships 
that have enabled 
us to do great things 
in the Ministry of 
Education. We will 
continue to support 
education from early 
childhood through 
to post-secondary 
education and for this 
we are truly grateful 
Christophe Harbour.”

Richards thanked 
Christophe Harbour 
for outfitting early 
childhood centres 
with fire extinguish-
ers and smoke detec-
tors; and the Ross 
University School of 
Veterinary Medicine, 
which assisted with 
the upgrade of com-
puter labs in several 
primary schools.

“We applaud the mag-
nanimous support that 
contributed to our 
success during the 
last academic year,” 
Richards concluded. 
“We welcome more 
support and partner-
ship with education 
because we know 
when you invest in 
education you touch 
the entire nation.

Minister of Education the Honourable Shawn Richards
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Government 
moves to end 

outdated concept 
of debtor’s prison

Ending the outdated 
concept of debtor’s 
prison, or as Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris-led Team Unity 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, describes 
it, “the criminalization 
of poverty,” has to be 
has to be reviewed and 
brought to an end.

Debtor’s prison refers 
to the incarceration of 
individuals for their 
failure to pay a debt.

While wrapping up the 
debate on the Credit 
Reporting Bill, 2018, in 
the National Assembly 
Sept. 6, Prime Minister 
Harris stated, “My 
Government is of the 
view that that system 
has to be reviewed. At 
our last meeting of the 
Cabinet, we invited the 
Attorney General to get 
his legal department 
to look at the matter of 
debtor’s jail with a view 
of bringing an end to 
it, or some of the most 
punitive aspects of it 
because…in the appli-
cation of that outdated 
concept of debtor’s jail 
we end up criminalizing 
poverty.”

Prime Minister Harris 
further stressed that the 
concept of debtor’s pris-
on, which found its way 
to the Caribbean region 

through colonization, 
had been proven to be 
antiquated and flawed.

“If a person is thrown 
into prison, that person 
cannot earn to repay the 
debts, which continues 
to accumulate. And 
we are saying to have 
people going to jail in 
those circumstances…
would not be what we 
would want to be part of 
a modern St. Kitts and 
Nevis,” the prime min-
ister added.

Prime Minister Harris 
cited the 2011 case of 
popular calypsonian 
Cecil “rock-a-fella” 
Rock, who was incar-
cerated for one week in 
St. Kitts for failing to 
pay $24,000 (EC) to the 
St Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 
National Bank, as a 
means of reinforcing his 
argument.

Rock was later quoted in 
a December, 2011 news 
article on SKNVibes.
com as saying, “I am 
one who believes that 
nobody should go to jail 
for debt. 

There should be some 
kind of arrangement 
made that people can 
pay, because, for in-
stance, you put some-
body in jail for a month 
or a week, that is doing 

the person more harm.”

Prime Minister Harris 
said, “The Rock case 
illustrates the need for 
the Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis to con-
sider, as we did at our 
last Cabinet, enacting 
legislation that properly 
sets out under what spe-
cific circumstances the 
Government will allow 
a debtor to be lawfully 
imprisoned. These cir-
cumstances may include 
breach of various fraud-
ulent offences, breach 
of fiduciary duties, theft 
and family law and sup-
port child maintenance 
breaches.”

Dr. Harris noted that 
several Caribbean ju-
risdictions, including 
Trinidad and Tobago, 
Barbados and the 
Bahamas, have imple-
mented Debtor’s Acts 
that essentially prevent 
an individual from be-
ing incarcerated for fail-
ing to pay a debt.

“And that is what we 
want to bring here—
once we have done the 
consultations with the 
business community—
no longer would an in-
dividual be incarcerated 
for failing to pay a debt, 
save in very specific cir-
cumstances,” concluded 
Prime Minister Harris.
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Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce proposes urgent 
programme to solve crime

Alarm over growth in 
the increasing level of 
crime in the Federation 
has motivated the 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce (CIC) 
to propose the estab-
lishment of a small, but 
high-powered commit-
tee to recommend an 
urgent programme of 
solutions and actions. 
The committee would 
be made up of nominees 
of the political parties, 
civil society and youth.

The CIC is convening 
a meeting of more than 
40 key organizations 
in the community to 
nominate civil society 
representatives to serve 
on a crime-prevention 
committee and de-
cide its framework. 

The meeting titled, 
“Chamber on Crime – 
More than Talk,” will be 
held Sept. 24 from 4:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m.

“For over a decade 
violent crime has been 
a major threat to the 
peace, stability and se-
curity of our country 
and to the economy,” 
the statement said. “The 
gun and gang culture has 
grown alarmingly. The 
murder rate has been 
consistently high and 
the number and daring 
manner of robberies of 

businesses is growing. 

The chamber’s state-
ment said, “The prob-
lem has reached a new 
and dangerous level 
with the murder of two 
police officers, which 
has elevated it to a di-
rect attack on the law 
and on society by mis-
guided young people 
with guns. 

“Society through the se-
curity forces must in the 
immediate term aggres-
sively and powerfully 
repel this attack and 

root out its perpetrators 
with all the lawful force 
required. 

“However law enforce-
ment alone will not erad-
icate the problem in the 
long term. Strong action 
involving the entire so-
ciety is badly needed to 
address the deep rooted 
causes. Among the ma-
jor causes are negative 
attitudes and anti-social 
behaviors resulting in a 
culture which has failed 
our young people, dis-
connected them from 
society and fueled the 

rise of the gang culture. 

“These attitudes and 
behaviors include poor 
parenting and a lack 
of trust in law enforce-
ment. The political 
tribalism which has 
pervaded our coun-
try for over 50 years 
without relief has also 
contributed to the prob-
lem. Crime has become 
another source of the 
blame game between 
politicians.

“If this culture persists 
the problem will not be 

solved by more spend-
ing on law enforcement. 
Law enforcement must 
play its critical role to 
repel the attack on so-
ciety with all necessary 
force but the society 
must at the same time 
pursue the long term 
solutions and persuade 
our people that our so-
ciety can be much better 
than it currently is. 

“To this end the 
Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce propos-
es the establishment of a 
small but high-powered 
committee involving 
nominees of the politi-
cal parties, civil society 
and our youth to recom-
mend as a matter of ur-
gency a programme of 
solutions and action.”
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Spectrum Services Centre, where parents 
with autistic children can turn for help

Parents suspecting their 
children show symp-
toms of autism now 
have somewhere to go 
and someone to turn to 
with the Sept. 4 opening 
of the St. Kitts Spectrum 
Services Centre located 
at the Industrial Site 
Pre-School.

The centre will deliver 
screenings, early diag-
nostic services and on-
going care to children 
diagnosed with autism. 

The centre’s opening is 
the culmination of four 
years of autism therapy 
development led by St. 
Kitts-based autism ad-
vocate Ms. Mauricer 
Marshall, Florida-
based Certified Autism 
Specialist Dr. Sheryl 
Rosin, and the Ministry 
of Education. St. Kitts 
Spectrum Services is 
the first of its kind to 
open in the Eastern 
Caribbean.

For more than four 
years, Dr. Rosin has been 
conducting workshops 
and free clinic screen-
ings for families in St. 
Kitts and Nevis with 
autistic children. She 
said there is definitely a 
need for having this ser-
vice in Federation and 
the centre will surely 
serve the nation’s youth 
effectively.

“Our aim is to provide 
assessment and inter-
vention, resources and 
services that each child 
can perform to their full 
potential,” Dr. Rosin 
explained.

“I have diagnosed 58 
children on island, dem-
onstrating the vast need 
for the centre and hope-
fully an expansion into 
a large-scale childhood 
rehabilitation centre, 
where children with de-
velopmental disorders 
outside of autism can 
also get assistance,” Dr. 
Rosyn explained.

“Autism is the fastest 
growing developmental 

disability in the world 
with a prevalence of 1 
in 59. It affects 1 per-
cent of the world, and 
St. Kitts and Nevis are 
no different,” said Dr. 
Rosin. “I identified 58 
cases on Island, but 
believe there are many 
more. The opening of 
this Centre will change 
the landscape of dis-
ability in St. Kitts and 
Nevis and provide op-
portunities for children 
and families to receive 
the quality and effective 
services they deserve.”

There is no cure for 
Autism, but many evi-
dence-based practices 
can be used to change 
the course of a child’s 
life and help them to 
reach their full potential. 
A Christophe Harbour 
employee and parent of 
an autistic child brought 
the need for local ser-
vices to the Christophe 
Harbour Foundation.

“After talking with Dr. 
Rosin, I was surprised 
to learn how much there 
was still to do to develop 
autism programs here 
in St. Kitts and Nevis,” 
said Katherine Verano, 
Christophe Harbour 
Foundation board 
member and marketing 
chair. “The Christophe 
Harbour Foundation 
is a long-term part-
ner with the Ministry 
of Education and Dr. 
Rosin in growing 

autism awareness in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.”

“Born from the passion 
of a few key individuals 
to connect people with 
a purpose of helping 
others so that children 
with autism could have 
the much needed assis-
tance they deserve from 
trained individuals in 
the community. 

Dr. Sheryl Rosin stated 
during her remarks, 
while thanking her in-
spiration for the centre, 
Mathieu Marshall and 
his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Verral Marshall. 
“With autism being one 
percent of the world’s 
population it’s the fast-
est growing develop-
mental disorder in the 
world, and St. Kitts and 
Nevis is not protected 
from this disorder.”

Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of 
Education, Vincent 
Hodge said this service 
will be beneficial to all 
the families affected 
by the developmental 
disorder.

“The Ministry of 
Education is excited 
about this project reach-
ing this point. We are 
eternally grateful and 
indebted to Dr. Sheryl 
Rosin for her relentless 
pursuit in ensuring that 
this project happens,” 
the permanent secretary 

said. “Our families 
don’t have to leave St. 
Kitts and go abroad to 
receive the treatment 
for autism, they are go-
ing to receive treatment 
right here.”

US Air Force flew in 
supplies

On Aug. 30, to assist the 
project, the US Embassy 
in Barbados through 
United States Agency 
for International 
Development (USAID) 
and the US Air Force 
delivered supplies and 
materials to St. Kitts. 

They flew in several 
palettes of furniture, 
autism therapy toys and 
assessment tools from 
the Charleston Air Force 
Base in South Carolina. 
The flight was arranged 
by the Christophe 
Harbour Foundation in 
partnership with Source 
Relief Inc.

Minister of State within 
the Ministry of Health, 
Hon. Wendy Phipps 
echoed sentiments on 

behalf of her ministry.

Illnesses can happen to 
anybody

“In life in St. Kitts and 
Nevis and the rest of the 
world, it is about adopt-
ing a spirit of tolerance 
and inclusiveness, es-
pecially with persons 
who we deem as being 
different,” Hon. Wendy 
Phipps said, while con-
gratulating the Ministry 
of Education and all 
stakeholders for play-
ing an instrumental role 
in the opening of the 
centre. 

“The message we 
(Ministry of Health) 
would like to send to 
the general public is 
that illnesses, disorders 
and diseases can happen 
to anybody. We owe 
it to our citizens, col-
leagues and residents to 
put things in place that 
recognize differences 
and appreciate the di-
versity in differences. 
Look towards the solu-
tions that we can bring.” 
Minister of Education, 

Hon. Shawn Richards, 
addressed the audience 
and also thanked all 
who played a part in 
ensuring that the centre 
was established.

“It is no accident that the 
Ministry of Education 
has embraced the expan-
sion of special education 
services to provide ser-
vices for children with au-
tism,” Minister Richards 
said. “The autism project 
is one that demonstrates 
the power of partnership. 
My Ministry continues 
to provide financial re-
sources to ensure the 
development of this 
worthwhile initiative, 
designed to support the 
social, emotional and 
educational wellbeing 
of this category of our 
student population with 
special needs.”

“There is no doubt in 
our minds that the open-
ing of this facility is a 
significant one, an event 
that will change the edu-
cational landscape of our 

A group photo of everyone attending the grand opening of the Spectrum Services 
Center.
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VACANCY Comforto Airco
looking for experience Accountant
3 years in business plus software

please send email:
comfortairco@yahoo.com

Square Duty Free
Contact: Bunty 1869-763-9721

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

Vida Liquor & Tobacco
Contact: Prem:1869-760-5355

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Arabic Restaurant located in
Buckleys looking for 2 Chefs with
experience in doing Meditaranean

Food. Please call:765-2946

PLACE HOLDER FOR YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADVERT

Cook  Needed
At  Jamakie's Restuarant

Telephone: 660-9257

Waitress Needed
Contact Number: 1-869-662-5550

Joiner Needed
At Angles Wood Work Shop

Telephone: 763-4808/668-0633

Flamingo Construction
Services is seeking one Carpenter with
5 years experience. Contact 668-8081

Cleaner  Wanted 
Full Time

Tel: 869-662-5550
AA Tech Services

One Office Worker
Telephone: 668-4367

Cashier Needed
At Tasty Jamaican

Telephone# 660-6196

Cashier Needed
At Royal Palms

Telephone# 660-6196

Two Cashier Needed
At  Teddies Bar

Telephone# 660-6196

Mechanic  Wanted
Must have :

5 years experience, with
small medium engines

(both gasoline & diesel)

Application should be
made to Carib Scoots &

Bike Rental

Tel: 662-8047

Oualie Beach

Needed Machine Operator
Telephone: 869-469-8026

Needed Two Labours, Two Cleaners
Slims Construction & Electrical Plumbing

Telephone :663-5518

N E E D E D
Kitchen  Helper

Telephone: 469-1007/669-3988

A L E X  B A R B E R  S H O P
One Experienced Cashier

Call: 765-7092

JOHNNY CONSTRUCTION
One Experienced Carpenter

Call: 763-7682

2 Storeroom Attendants needed at
Best Buy Supermarket

Applicants can fill out forms at the Branch
Office located in Charlestown

Driver’s License would be an asset

Using your phone while
driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance
on someone else’s

life, Drive with some
concern.

Vacancy

Fresh Prince Looking 
For Bender Specialize 
in Re- Bar Bending

Contact : 6649317
Vacancy
seeking a carpenter/
welder. call 763 5547

Vacancy
Jobsite Supervisor 
Must have Five 
Years Experience  In  
Carpentry & Masonary 
Telephone: 763-5547

Vacancy
H & H Farm Sale 
Clerk &Eviscerator 
Contact: 669-2696

Vacancy
Caribbean Pool 
Services Eighteen 
to Forty Five Years 
Old - Pool Technician 
469-9420 / 660-7879

Vacancy
Sales Representative

Must be able to 
speak fluent English 
& Spanish Working 
Hours 9am - 5 pm 
Must be able to work 
on Weekends when 
ship in port Apply: 
Big Sales Stores, Fort 
Street, Basseterre 
St.KittsEmail: big-
sale68@hotmail.com 
Contact : 661-1797

Vacancy
R.S.J Enterprise
Sale Clerk, Cashier 
& Technician
P O Box 638, Nevis

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Bhumika P. Roa Now residing in 
Round Hill, up Rumor’s Road Street 
in the town or 
Village of New Castle do hereby give 
you notice That it is my intention to 
apply on  30th August 
Day of August, 2018 next to the 
District Magistrate At Charlestown  
for a Liquor Licence in respect of 
my Premises in New Castle Street in 
Mount Nevis Hotel
Dated this 24th day of August, 2018.
Signed: BPRao

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Carmen Griffrin -Carey Now re-
siding in Brazier’s  Estate Street in 
the town or Village of Hamilton  do 
hereby give you notice 
That it is my intention to apply on 
28th Day of September next to the 
District Magistrate At Charlestown 
for a  Liquor Licence in respect of my 
Premises in Government Rd  Street in 
Charlestown 

Dated this 21st day of August .
Signed: CGriffrin

Vacancy                   
Horse shoer 
Contact:Nevis 
Equestrian Centre
662-8118

Vacancy                   
Best Deal Construction
One Labourer
Contact :663-6865

Vacancy                   
Mahadeo Prasad
One Gardener
Contact:766-0428

Vacancy                   
seeking a shutter 
installation and ser-
vice technician. 
Call 763 5547

Vacancy
Elroy’s Maintenance 
Maintenance Worker 
Contact: 667-3725

Wanted
Professional Dentist Is 
Looking For Babysitter/ 
Housekeeper With 2 
Years Of Experience, 
Must Speak English And 
Spanish. 869-760- 1665.

Vacancy
F&B Associates 
with knowledge 
of International 
Cuisine Sous Chef
Contact : 763-0090 
Must Have Ten 
Years Experience

Vacancy
Spotless Car Wash 
Needs One Employee 
Contact: 764-
9822/ 661-9822

Needed One Taylor
at Manufacturers-
General Two years 
Experience
Contact :764-0006
Contact: 765-7092

FOR SALE
One Outboard 
Motor 40 Hp 
Yamaya Engine 
Contact: 665-2395

Vacancy 
CJ’s Electrical 
Services is seeking 
(1) one Secretary
Contact: 
1-869-662-9353

Vacancy 
R.S.J Enterprise Sale 
Clerk, Cashier, Baker 
& Technician P O 
Box 638, Nevis

Vacancy at KALIMATA INC 
Building # 14 , unit 101 
warehouse supervisor 1
Store supervisor 2
Please send your CV to 
hareshsadarangani@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Hair + .Com African 
Fashion Designer
Contact: 469-2174

Looking For Qualified Person Trained 
In Sugar Hair Removal. Must Have 3 
To 5 Years Experienceand Be Willing 
To Work Part Time Hours Preferably 
1 To 8 Pm. Must Be Certified In This 
Technique And Please Include A 
Resume To socalhair@yahoo.com.

Land Close To Koi 
Resort And Residences
Along Koi Resort 
Main Road
One Quarter Acre 
869-664-2868

Vacancy 
1 Warehouse super-
visor and 1 Store 
supervisor Please 
call me at 765 2262

Looking For A Driver With-Valid 
Cpr To Run And Manage A Tour 
Company Must Be Avaialble On 
All Cruise Ship Days. Salary To Be 
Discussed In Person. Must Submitt 
Resume To socalhair@yahoo.com.

Smart Electronics Vacancy 
Manager/Sales Associates 
Minimum 10 years Expeirience 
10 years in Managing and sales 
Please Call 466 4271
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Illegal vendors abiding by police warning
Brantley: ‘All laws must be obeyed’

By Monique Washington

Illegal vendors in Nevis 
have been adhering to 
the warning issued by 
the police to stop sell-
ing their products on 
the streets, sidewalks, 
public squares and any 
other public areas in 
Charlestown.

Prior to the warning is-
sued in August, a num-
ber of people sat outside 
establishments, in the Dr 
Walwyn Square, on the 
sidewalk selling items 
that ranged for food 
items, underwear, and 
school items.

According to Section 
(3) of Chapter 8.01 of 
the Vending Prohibition 
Ordinance which pro-
hibits vending on the 
streets, sidewalks, pub-
lic squares and any other 
public areas in the is-
land’s capital. A stiff fine 

of $1,000 or a prison 
sentence of three moths 
may be imposed on per-
sons who break the law.

Since then Head of the 
Nevis Division of the 

Royal St Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
Lydon David said they 
have seen cooperation 
by all vendors.

“Vendors that I normally 

see on the road, I no lon-
ger see them there… I 
want to thank everyone 
who has cooperated with 
the police in terms of 
having received the let-
ter and they complied.”

In addition David adds 
the Traffic Department 
has noticed a much 
better flow of traffic in 
Charlestown.

The Observer spoke 
with one an older retired 
vendor who noted she 
had been vending in 
Charlestown to make a 
little money and to have 
something to do during 
the day. She said she 
was fine with the gov-
ernment’s position and 
if persons wanted any of 
her products they would 
know where to find her.

The Premier of Nevis 
Hon Mark Brantley 
said, “We will not al-
low Charlestown to 

degenerate or disinte-
grate. We have a regime 
in place for weekend 
vending and if you want 
permission to vend on 
the weekend you seek 
permission from the 
government.”

Brantley said food ven-
dors are normal on the 
weekend in Charlestown 
and the government will 
grant permission to ven-
dors who want to sell 
on weekends, but no 
vending should be done 
in Charlestown in the 
week.

Traditionally on Fridays 
and Saturdays the gov-
ernment has always al-
lowed some looseness, 
some flexibility. We 
have allowed the food 
vendors to sell on those 
days. 

Brantley pointed out that 
serious vendor can use 
the Charlestown Public 

Market to sell their 
products from Monday 
to Friday legally. 

“The cry is that poor 
people have to make a 
living,” Brantley said. 
“It is not for me or the 
government to stand in 
the way of anyone mak-
ing a living. But, if we 
are a society of laws, we 
are to respect the laws. 

“We are asking people 
to make a living within 
the confines of the laws. 
It seems to me like only 
guns and murders are 
crimes now, because 
people are quick to criti-
cize anything else the 
government or law en-
forcement engages in.” 

He said it appears as 
though members of the 
public are deciding what 
laws they can break and 
what laws we can abide 
by, “All laws must be 
obeyed.”

The Premier of Nevis Hon Mark Brantley
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country as it serves the many families 
who will receive treatment here,” as-
sured the Minister.

Key individuals that were also in at-
tendance were the Minister of Health et 
al, Hon. Eugene Hamilton; Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Education, 
William Hodge; Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of Health, Mrs. Delores 
Stapleton-Harris; Reverend Hilton 
Joseph; and Mrs. Josephine Claxton 
Richardson, Director of the Spectrum 
Services Centre.

The Ministry of Education, recognizing 
the invaluable contribution that many 
individuals and organizations made 
over the past four years would like to 
express its sincere thanks and appre-
ciation to the following individuals: 
Dr. Sheryl Rosin and family; Mr. and 
Mrs. Verral Marshall; Dr. Warren Ross 

and Michelle Peres of the University of 
Medicine and Health Sciences; Mr. 
John Zuliani of the Royal St. Kitts 
Hotel; Rotary Club of Liamigua St. 
Kitts; Paediatric Assistance League 
of St. Kitts (PALS); Christophe 
Habour Foundation; Source Relief; 
US Embassy in Barbados, through 
USAID; Cathleen McFarlance 
Foundation Inc.; Mickey’s Hope; and 
America Speech-Language Hearing 
Foundation. 

The new centre is a significant 
achievement for the Government 
and people of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
providing improved care for children 
with autism, ultimately resulting in 
less stress for their families and un-
derstanding and acceptance from 
the general public. The Ministry of 
Education hopes to continue joint 
partnerships from non-governmental 
organizations in the near future. 

Tropical Storm Isaac stalls 
work on Oualie Pier

By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Island 
Administration’s con-
struction on the pier at 
Oualie, which began 
weeks ago, has once 
again been halted due 
to Tropical Storm Isaac 
and other construction-
related delays.

The NIA pier was 
scheduled to be com-
pleted before the be-
ginning of Culturama 
44 but incomplete 
Environmental Impact 
Assessments also 
caused the construction 
delays. 

The EC $6 million 
project is financed by 
the Sugar Industry 
Diversification Fund 
(SIDF). The Minister 
in charge Hon. Alexis 
Jeffers indicated US 
$3.8 million was used 
to purchase the property 
and US $402,000 for 
construction of 200ft of 
the pier. An additional 
US $6,035 million will 

be used to construct the 
rest of the pier.

Jeffers announced this 
week the contractor 
halted construction of 
the pier to secure equip-
ment during the passage 
of Tropical Storm Isaac 
and also to return to the 
island with additional 
prefabricated material 
for the project.

“The contractors would 
have to go back to St. 
Maarten with this barge, 
because there they have 
the equipment to lift 
the slabs up to put on 
the barge, to come back 
… It’s also a means of 
getting them out for 
the impending storm 
so we don’t have any 
damage to the work 
they have done so far. 
They are going back to 
St. Maarten, get their 
additional piles, get the 
additional slabs and be 
back here in short order 
to continue the work,” 
Jeffers said.

Jeffers expressed 

satisfaction with the 
contractor, Secure 
Marine Construction 
and their product so far. 
The St. Maarten-based 
company won the bid 
from among three firms 
who submitted bids for 
the project.

When completed, the 
T-shaped pier will be 

300 feet long. The 
Minister said that pier 
will meet the long-term 
demands required by 
Oualie’s growing boat-
ing industry. 

“We think we are doing 
the right thing here, be-
cause we have seen an 
increase in the number 
of water taxis purchased 

or owned by Nevisians,” 
the minister said. There 
is robust business in that 
area for activities that 
take place between St. 
Kitts and Nevis or on 
both islands at different 
times.

“We are gearing up for 
what we feel will be 
an industry that almost 

every Nevisian will be 
proud of when it’s all 
said and done, because 
there is something in it 
for everyone. There is 
something in it for boat 
owners, local passen-
gers who will use it and 
visitors,” he said.

Spectrum Services Centre, where parents with 
autistic children can turn for help CONT’D

The US Air Force delivered several palettes of furniture, autism therapy toys and as-
sessment tools to St. Kitts from Charleston Air Force Base in South Carolina.

CONT’D ON PAGE 14
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Investigations into motorcyclist 
Tau Johnson’s death advancing

By Loshaun Dixon

The investigation into 
the death of Tau Johnson 
in July has advanced to 
the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, accord-
ing to Commissioner of 
Police Ian Queeley. 

Following Johnson’s 
death, police launched 
high-level investigations 
into the matter after 
Johnson’s motorcycle 
collided with a vehicle 
during a police chase.

Addressing the status of 
the investigation at a re-
cent police press confer-
ence, Queeley said that 
the matter has advanced 
to the Director of Public 
Prosecution (DPP).

“The investigation in 
the Tau Johnson case 
is well advanced,” the 

commissioner said. 
“The file was submitted 
to the Director of Public 

Prosecutions to be re-
turned with his advice.  
“That advice was acted 

upon and the file is now 
back with the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, so 
we are awaiting further 
advice.” 

According to the po-
lice in a release on 
the day in question, 
preliminary investiga-
tions have revealed that 
20-year-old Tau Johnson 
of Buckely’s Housing 
Project was riding a 
motorcycle when Police 
Officers on patrol at-
tempted to stop him in 
the vicinity of College 
Street Ghuat. The 
Officers got out of their 
vehicle and signalled for 
him to stop and he did 
not. They returned to 
their vehicle and chased 
after him. 

The police indicated 
Johnson continued to 
flee from the officers 
in pursuit, and ran a 

red light at Baker’s 
Corner. While driving 
along Wellington Road, 
Johnson attempted to 
manoeuvre between 
vehicles, lost control of 
the motorcycle and fell. 
Johnson was transported 
to the J.N.F. Hospital via 
the Emergency Medical 
Service, where he was 
later pronounced dead. 

Several individuals 
claimed the motorcyclist 
was struck by a police 
vehicle that resulted in 
the accident, but accord-
ing to the police inves-
tigations thus far have 
conducted the Police ve-
hicle maintained a safe 
distance behind Johnson 
while in pursuit. 

“At no point in time 
did the Police vehicle 
come into contact with 
Johnson or the motor-
cycle he was riding,” the 

police statement said.

Many concerns have 
also been expressed 
about how Johnson was 
treated by emergency 
responders who reported 
to the scene. It was after 
they took Johnson to the 
hospital when he died.

 The police announced 
days after Johnson’s 
death that they were 
launching a high-level 
investigation into the 
matter, led by a former 
senior police officer. 
Health officials also 
disclosed their own in-
vestigation into the indi-
viduals who responded 
to the scene.

After Johnson’s death, 
hundreds of individu-
als protested outside the 
Basseterre Police station 
and the J.N.F. Hospital.

Tau Johnson
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Security Strategy Committee’s goal to 
formulate a crime-fighting strategy

By Loshaun Dixon

Former Minister of 
National Security and 
Attorney at Law Dwyer 
Astaphan will head a 
new National Security 
Strategy Formulation 
Committee (NSSFC) 
that will formulate a 
crime-fighting strategy 
for the government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

The committee is made 
up of Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB) 
Governor Timothy 
Antoine, Pastor Lincoln 
Hazel who was nomi-
nated by the Ministry of 
Ecclesiastical Affairs, 
Errol Wilkinson who 
was nominated by the 
Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce, Mrs. 
Michele de la Coudray-
Blake, Donald Cable, 
Joseph Liburd a 
former Assistant 
Commissioner of 
Police and Newrish 
Nital.

According to Attorney 
General Vincent Byron, 
who was standing in for 
the Minister of National 
Security and Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris, the government 
was concerned about 
crime from the moment 
they took office.

Byron explained, “The 
government determined 
there was a need for a 

holistic plan to address 
the crime situation and 
all other threats to the 
nation, being mind-
ful of other issues that 
were impacting the 
Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States 
(OECS), the wider 
Caribbean Region and 
globally.”

Safety, security key 
concerns

He said they made 
decided to establish 
a National Security 

Architecture that would 
provide the capacity 
and capability to en-
sure the safety, secu-
rity and stability of the 
Federation. The process 
to get the architecture 
began with the formu-
lation of a National 
Security Strategy 
Policy which essential-
ly is the guiding set of 
principles that speak to 
the methodologies to be 
adopted.

“In taking the deci-
sion to improve upon 

the existing secu-
rity architecture, the 
Cabinet approved 
the establishment of 
the National Security 
Strategy Formulation 
Committee, the 
(NSSFC) which has 
the responsibility of 
developing the strategy 
needed,” Byron said.

The Attorney General 
indicated that after 
much deliberation, the 
committee that has 
emerged and is com-
prised of persons drawn 
from civil society, “All 
of whom are outstand-
ing citizens and have 
been making solid 
contributions to our 
country.”

Byron said the policy 
will be the primary 
document of the na-
tion that speaks to its 
threat, realities and 
the methodology to be 
employed to combat 
crime.

“It demonstrates the po-
litical will, the vision, 
the direction, guid-
ance, capacities, and 
capabilities necessary 

to ensure the security, 
safety, and stability of 
the federation as well 
as its interests locally 
and overseas,” Byron 
explained.

Project to define, prior-
itize threat realities

He said the commit-
tee will be required to 
define and prioritize 
threat realities and rec-
ommend how each will 
be dealt with.

Crime responsibilities

“The agencies, depart-
ments, institutions and 
organizations with lead 
and supporting respon-
sibilities in order that 
there are appropriate 
responsibilities in deal-
ing with crime,” Byron 
said. 

“All other issues, natu-
ral and manmade disas-
ters, health pandemics, 
terrorism, corruption, 
money laundering, hu-
man trafficking, trans-
national organized 
crime, illegal arms and 
ammunition traffick-
ing, and cyber-crimes 

that form a threat to our 
federation.”

Head of the commis-
sion Dwyer Astaphan 
said it was a major 
assignment and they 
are humbled by being 
called upon to carry out 
the task.

“We don’t have a lot 
of time to carry out 
the work…they told us 
three months, we will 
try our best. We are go-
ing to work according 
to the book and are go-
ing to report everything 
through the ministry.”

He added that their work 
will be confidential.

“We won’t be engag-
ing the media going 
forward reporting pro-
gress,” Astaphan ex-
plained. “We do not 
have that mandate, nor 
should we. We are re-
porting to the Ministry 
of National Security 
and at the appropriate 
time after our tasks are 
completed, the Ministry 
will advise the public.”

Astaphan implored 
stakeholders to be co-
operative with their 
work. “We are here to 
find answers, but in or-
der to find answers you 
first have to identify the 
problem. We are on a 
problem solving mis-
sion on behalf of the 
people.”

He also urged individu-
als to conduct them-
selves with law and 
order. 

“If you want law and 
order in the country, 
be the law and order 
yourself,” Astaphan 
concluded. “We are not 
interested in having 
shallow, nice-sounding 
conversations with an-
ybody. We are here to 
do business and solve 
a national problem and 
we are 100 percent 
committed to doing 
so.”

Dwyer Astaphan
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CFBC graduate Wycliffe 
Clarke awarded 

scholarship, will train 
at Six Senses Zil Pasyon 

in Seychelles
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College 
(CFBC) Hospitality Division 
graduate Wycliffe Clarke has been 
awarded a scholarship from Range 
Developments and Six Senses 
Hotels Resorts Spas in St. Kitts.  
Clarke will have six months of on-
the-job training at the Six Senses 
Zil Pasyon in the Seychelles.

Clarke, an accomplished student 
in the CFBC Hospitality Division 
graduate received the award on 
from Minister of Tourism the 
Honourable Lindsay Grant. During 
the next six months, Clarke will 
continue his practical education at 
the Six Senses Zil Pasyon, one of 
the finest resorts in the world. 

“We wish this young man all the 
best with the advancement of his 
career and I am sure he will re-
turn to St Kitts enriched by the 
experience,” Range Developments 
founder Mohammed Asaria said. 
“We expect Wycliffe to share his 
experiences with his peers. 

“In this way, the island’s tourism in-
dustry will learn best practices from 
other leading resort destinations,” 
Asaria explained. “Hospitality 
training is a key component to a 
successful tourism industry. Six 
Senses Hotels Resorts Spas shares 
our ethos and appreciates its com-
mitment to St Kitts.” 

During the signing ceremony in 
February to launch the Six Senses 
St Kitts, Asaria, and President of 
Six Senses Hotels Resorts Spas 
Bernhard Bohnenberger, made a 
long-term commitment to hospital-
ity training in St Kitts. 

One of the key pledges made by 
Range Developments and Six 
Senses Hotels Resorts Spas to  
CFBC, was to award a hospitality 
scholarship one of the top-perform-
ing CFBC hospitality students. 

“Hospitality training is key to en-
suring St Kitts cements its position 
as the leading five-star tourism des-
tination in the Caribbean,” Asaria 
explained. “Six Senses Hotels 

Resort Spas’ senior management, 
including Mr. Bohnenberger, has 
been lecturing hospitality students 
every month via a video link. Mr 
Bohnenberger has a wealth of ex-
perience in the industry and is a 
member of the board of Lausanne 
Hospitality School (EHL). 

“At Six Senses Hotels Resorts Spas, 
we take great pride in bringing 
on=board hotel school interns and 
graduates and assign projects to stu-
dent groups from around the world” 
Asaria said. “We are thrilled to have 
agreed with Range Developments 
to include CFBC in the institutions 
we will closely cooperate with from 
now on. 

“This first scholarship and our regu-
lar lectures and interactions with the 
school are only the beginning,” he 
said. “We look forward to working 
very closely with CFBC in gearing 
up for the opening of Six Senses St. 
Kitts and its future.” 

Range Developments is the 

developer of the award-winning 
Park Hyatt St Kitts, Kempinski 
Dominica and Six Senses St Kitts, 
and is fully committed to tourism in 
the Eastern Caribbean.

Construction of  Six Senses St Kitts 
will begin in the coming weeks and 
project managers have already been 
appointed. 

“We are extremely pleased that 
Range Developments and Six 
Senses Hotels Resorts Spas have 
committed to this scholarship and 
to the development of hospitality 
training for our youths, who are the 
future of St. Kitts’ tourism indus-
try,” said Minister Grant. 

“This partnership will not only help 
one student; it benefits the entire 
destination as we strive to employ 
only the highest standards and best 
practices in hospitality to ensure 
that our target visitors continue to 
want to return to our shores and 
stay at the new Six Senses St. Kitts 
when it opens in 2021.”

Wycliffe Clarke displays his scholarship certificate to Minister of Tourism the 
Honourable Lindsay Grant.
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Taiwan Honour Guard to march 
in Independence parade

The Republic of China 
(Taiwan) is sending a 
28-member contingent 
of Honour Guards from 
the Taiwan Arm Forces 
to mark the anniversary 
of Independence of the 
twin-island Federation 
and the establishment 
of diplomatic ties be-
tween the two countries. 
During the Honour 

Guard’s Sept. 16 to 22 
stay in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, on Sept. 19 the 
contingent is scheduled 
to participate in the 35th 
Independence Military 
Parade.

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in St. Kitts and 
Nevis and the Embassy 
of the Republic of 

China in St. Kitts plan 
to take the contingent 
from Taiwan to Nevis 
on Sept. 20.

Honour Guard person-
nel are provided from 
the three service branch-
es of the Republic of 
China Armed Forces, 
the ROC Army, 
ROC Navy and the 

ROC Air Force. 

In Taipei, the guard 
is usually present at 
the Chiang Kai-shek 
Memorial Hall, the Sun 
Yat-sen Memorial 
Hall, and the National 
Revolutionary Martyrs’ 
Shrine. 

In Taoyuan, Honour 

Guard members are at 
the Chiu Presidential 
Burial Place and the 
Daxi Presidential Burial 
Place.

The National Day 
Honour Guard Battalion 
is also made up of per-
sonnel of the honour 
guards companies of 
the aforementioned 

branches.

St. Kitts and Nevis and 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) established 
diplomatic relations in 
1983, making them mu-
tually the oldest diplo-
matic allies.
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Panayiotou 
gives SKN 
opening 

League of 
Nations win

By Loshaun Dixon

Late game heroics from 
Harry Panayiotou se-
cured three points for 
the St Kitts and Nevis 
National team to open 
their CONCACAF 
League of Nations 
Campaign on Sunday 
at the Warner Park 
Football Stadium in 
Basseterre.

Tishan Hanley stung 
the keepers palms in 
the early part of the first 
half, but for the most 

part they failed to im-
pressed in the first half 
and had trouble break-
ing down the Puerto 
Rican defence

The best chance of 
the half fell to Omari 
Sterling who rattled the 
cross bar from a direct 
free kick.

Puerto Rico also had a 
promising free-kick of 
their own that forced 
goalkeeper Julani 
Archibald into a finger-
tip save. The Sugar Boys 
improved in the second 

half and the Puerto 
Rican goalie saved shots 
from Kennedy Isles and 
foiled a Cruyff-like 
move from Romaine 
Sawyers. He could not 
however stop the shot 
from Panayiotou who 
received the ball from 
the right, to finish and 
send the near capacity 
crowd into a frenzy.

Following the game, 
Jacques Passy head 
coach of the St. Kitts 
and Nevis team ex-
pressed his gratitude at 

beating a strong Puerto 
Rican side. “I couldn’t 
be happier, because 
Puerto Rico had an 
amazing team,” he said. 
“They have a top team 
and St. Kitts and Nevis 
fans need to know they 
have a top team and they 
just beat a top team.” 

Speaking about the 
late goal, Passy said 
his team deserved it. 
“We trained during the 
week to play in a way 
where football is going 
to pay us,” Passy said, 

“and it paid us the way 
it should. Sometimes 
it takes from you and 
sometimes it give to you 
and we deserve this.”

He was asked if tactical 
changes were made that 
turned the team’s for-
tunes in the second.

“I asked Sawyers to get 
the ball much more…
we asked for aggressive-
ness and contact with 
the ball and we got it.” 
he answered. Passy said 
the win could impact 

the rest of the League of 
Nations Campaign.

“Monumental, it is not 
easy to describe,” he 
said. “When we play 
St. Marten we will go 
with a win, we are alive 
and as ready as ever to 
play our game, then go 
to Canada where it will 
be  a war.

St. Kitts and Nevis will 
face Saint Martin on 
Oct.14, Canada on Nov.  
18 and Suriname March 
23, 2019.
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From the Supervisor 
of Elections: Issue 67. 

Parties & Symbols
I was asked a question recently: 
what is a political party and why 
are symbols used to denote them?  I 
couldn’t properly answer, so I went 
to the National Assembly Election 
Act and to the legislation from a few 
Caribbean countries.

Our legislation doesn’t provide a di-
rect answer, rather it delves into the 
matter and says that the expression 
“political party” hereinafter appearing 
means any party, members of which 
contest an election. And, where can-
didates from the same political party 
contest an election the secretary of 
the party shall file with the Supervisor 
of Elections a certified joint statement 
made by such candidates according 
to a prescribed form.  Then it goes on 
to say that the same symbol shall be 
allotted to every candidate from the 
same political party.

I deduced from the above - and the 
fact that single candidates are always 
labelled “independent” - that a po-
litical party is a group of two or more 
persons who have come together to 
contest an election.  There does not 
appear to be any legal requirement 
imposed by the state.

In Jamaica, there are rules contained 
in the Representation of Peoples Act. 

To be recognised as a political party 
with the Electoral Commission, there 
must be a membership of 500 or 
more, all in good financial standing.  
The names of the executive must be 
documented, there must be a physi-
cal address and a Constitution.  The 
party, once registered, is eligible for 
public funding of no more than 40% 
of its own certified income; and such 
income could be from subscriptions, 
donations from individuals or organ-
isations and fundraising.  It must pro-
duce annual audited accounts within 
90 days of its financial year.  Each 
successfully registered party is issued 
with a certificate and the information 
is published and gazetted. There is a 
registration fee.

In Jamaica, a political party can be 
de-registered. If the information pre-
sented is subsequently found to be 
false and fraudulent, if it fails to sub-
mit its information annually, if illegal 
changes are made to the name, logo 
and colour of the party which can po-
tentially confuse the electorate, if its 
members are considered to be incit-
ing hatred and violence, if the party 
has been inactive for three consecu-
tive elections, then the party could be 
deregistered.  Members of the public 
can also object to the registration of 
the party in much the same way that 

electors here can object to the regis-
tration of another elector.

Antigua and Barbuda has campaign 
financing regulations with a financial 
penalty to parties which violate the 
regulations, but does not deregister 
the party.

The measure that I have seen that 
comes closest to party control is that 
which speaks to qualifications of a 
political candidate.  The person must 
be 21 years or older, be a national or 
a citizen by descent and is domiciled 
there at the date of his or her nomi-
nation for election or his or her ap-
pointment, as the case may be.  The 
disqualifying clauses are even clear-
er: (a) a deliberate foreign citizen; a 
minister of religion; an undischarged 
bankrupt, having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under 
any law; a certified insane person or 
a person otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law; or a 
prisoner on death row.

The second part of the question was 
about symbols and why are they 
used.  My guess is that symbols as-
sist in identification of candidates 
on a ballot paper especially where 
reading the names on the ballot is dif-
ficult.  But today some use them for 

merchandising. 

The law has reserved 16 symbols to be 
allotted to political parties. The order 
in which symbols are allotted corre-
sponds with the names of the political 
parties as if the names of such parties 
were arranged in alphabetical order 
excluding from such arrangement 
each of the words St. Kitts and Nevis. 
But, where a party contested the last 
general election or bye-election and 
had a specific symbol allotted to it 
for the purposes of that election or 
bye-election, if the party requests that 
the same symbol be allotted to it, the 
Supervisor of Elections shall allot the 
same symbol to the political party re-
questing it.

Here, we assign the symbol but in 
many of the jurisdictions, the party 
actually decides its symbol.  I got into 
a heated discussion with a friend who 
lives abroad who denigrated our con-
tinued usage of symbols. Yet through 
my education on elections and elec-
tioneering, I have come to the realisa-
tion that symbols are universal.  They 
are part of the mechanism for ensur-
ing that every voter gets one vote, in 
the right place to bring fairness to all.   

Knowing your symbol is critical. 

Inter-High School debating 
competition kicks off on Sept. 22

By Monique Washington 

Charlestown Secondary, 
Gingerland Secondary, 
and the Nevis Sixth 
Form College are set 
to compete in the first-
ever Independence 
Inter-High School de-
bating competition.

The debate is a col-
laborative venture 
between the Social 
Policy and Sustainable 
Development Unit 
and the Department 
of Youth, both under 
the Ministry of Social 
Development. The 

debate topics will fo-
cus on the Sustainable 
Development Goals 
and the 35th celebra-
tion of the Federation’s 
Independence.

The Sustainable 
Development Goals 
are a collection 
of 17 global goals 
set by the United 
Nations Development 
Programme. The for-
mal name for the SDGs 
is: “Transforming 
our World: the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.” The 
first debate will be 
Sept. 22 at the Nevis 

Performing Arts 
Center (NEPAC) 
beginning at 6 
p.m. Charlestown 
Secondary and 
Gingerland Secondary 
students will debate 
on “The over-reliance 
on fossil fuels rep-
resents the greatest 
threat to the sustaina-
ble development of the 
Caribbean.” The win-
ner will face the Nevis 
Sixth Form College on 
Sept. 29 and debate 
on “The sustainable 
economic growth of 
Nevis will be best at-
tained via its Federal 
union with St. Kitts 

than a separate path 
to Independence.” The 
Observer spoke with 
Senior Policy Officer 
at the Sustainable 
Development Unit, 
Anselm Caines on 
Wednesday, he noted 
that both topics cho-
sen for the debate deal 
with the development 
trajectory of St Kitts 
and Nevis. He said 
the topic gives a great 
opportunity to engage 
young people in debate 
and discussion; and to 
articulate ideas about 
how to address some 
of these critical issues 
and move forward. 

“We want to make 
them [students] more 
comfortable to express 
themselves and to en-
gage the audience and 
their peers on topical 
issues of discussion 
in a reasoned man-
ner,” Caines said. “We 
want to expose them 
to issues beyond strict 
academics. 

“We are now looking 
at a more global world 
where students have to 
be prepared to compete 
with persons locally, 
regionally and inter-
nationally. It behoves 
us to that extent to 

expose them as widely 
as possible to issues 
they will be confront-
ed with as they go out 
in that world. We are 
trying to groom global 
citizens.” 

Caines added, “We 
are now trying to get 
debates going again 
more consistently, es-
pecially at the high 
school level. This will 
broaden the horizon of 
our young people and 
ensure that not only do 
they have ideas, they 
are able to articulate 
those ideas.” 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 14th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:24 ADVERTISEMENT

CMYK
Printed and Published by The St. Kitts-Nevis Printing and Publishing Association, 1 Observer Plaza, #1 Observer Drive, Hamilton Estate, Nevis, Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis. Tel: 1(869)469-5907, Fax: 1(869)469-5891


