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Maynard calls for more empowerment 
in dealing with crime

By Loshaun Dixon

The Opposition St. 
Kitts-Nevis Labour 
Party has called for 
the empowerment of 
young people in efforts 
to deal with the crime 
situation in St. Kitts 
and Nevis

Labour Parliamentarian 
the Hon. Konris 
Maynard said he be-
lieves the authorities 
are not engaged enough 
with young people or 
those predisposed to 
commit such crime.

He said during the last 
Labour Administration 
there was an intentional 
effort to engage youth 
understand them and 
give them an opportu-
nity to see a positive 
future.

“A number of youth 
feel there is no em-
powerment for youth 
and nowhere for them 
to go, they feel left out 
and left to their own 
devices,” Maynard 
explained. “This is 
compounded by a 
shrinking economy, 
in such situations we 
should never excuse 
such behaviour. When 

someone is financially 
squeezed, we see an 
increased in robberies. 
If the economy is doing 
well and people have 
money you see robber-
ies decreasing.”

Maynard said clear 
leadership is necessary. 

“When we point to 
crime, leaders have to 
show they care. A num-
ber of groups are doing 

meaningful things. In 
our constituency we 
encourage young men 
and women to stay 
away from becoming 
involved in crime.”

Maynard slammed 
the government, say-
ing that there is no 
push from to solve the 
problem. 

“We have not had a 
national address from 

the Prime Minister 
in months regarding 
crime,” Maynard said.

Maynard highlighted 
their plans if they are 
returned to office.

“We have to get back 
to basics... We cannot 
look at just putting a 
bandage or a plaster 
on a serious issue. The 
government boasts 
about spending a lot of 
money in the Ministry 
of National Security, 
the most in history, but 
that has resulted in the 
largest incidence of 
crime in history.

“It’s not sufficient to 
throw money at the is-
sue. It is about getting 
back to the communi-
ties, going back to the 
start. We can’t do this 

with our young men 
when they are 19 and 
18 and have already 
been developed…
we have to start much 
sooner,” Maynard said.

He called for all stake-
holders to become 
involved and address 
the issue.  “It will not 
be helpful when a 
government is trying 
to do something has 
an opposition who is 
out there bad talking 
everything the govern-
ment is doing for po-
litical gain. A long time 
ago we said such issues 
cannot be solved by 
one entity or one part 
of society alone. It will 
require a unified effort 
by the government, the 
opposition, civil soci-
ety, families, church 
and schools. Success 
requires an all=in 
approach.”

The Labour Party has 
also called for the gov-
ernment to involve the 
opposition more in the 
crime fighting efforts.

Recently, Prime 
Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security, the Hon. Dr. 
Timothy Harris asked 
Opposition Leader, 
Dr. Denzil Douglas, to 
be more responsible 
with his rhetoric, ref-
erencing an occasion 
in which Dr. Douglas, 
openly professed to be 
a master of incitement 
during a meeting in 
Cayon. Maynard chal-
lenged the genuine-
ness of Dr. Douglas’ 
concerns for address-
ing the crime situation 

in St. Kitts and Nevis.

“A stone’s throw from 
where Denzil Douglas 
occasionally lives in 
St. Paul’s is the St. 
Paul’s Police Station,” 
Maynard pointed out. 
“Denzil Douglas al-
lowed the St. Paul’s 
Police Station to go 
the dogs…unfit for 
performance. We had 
to close it down to 
save the lives of the 
police officers there.” 

P r i m e 
Minister Harris dis-
closed that his Team 
Unity-led administra-
tion has undoubtedly 
spared no expense in 
its attempt to preserve 
the safety and secu-
rity of the citizens, 
residents and visi-
tors to the twin island 
Federation.

“Every area of en-
gagement—transpor-
tation, science and 
technology, a forensic 
lab, vehicles, protec-
tive armour for law 
e n f o r c e m e n t — w e 
have always pro-
vided that support. 
The support has been 
tangible where we 
put our money where 
our mouths are and it 
has been legislative 
in which the Attorney 
General has brought 
the requisite legisla-
tion to the Parliament 
for debate and pas-
sage, and we have to 
ensure then that having 
done all of these things 
the country is placed in 
a better position than it 
ever has been,”
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Cayon Community Development 
to boost local economy

By Loshaun Dixon

The Cayon Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Association, a new orga-
nization formed earlier 
this month aims to boost 
the town of Cayon and 
wants to bring a hotel to 
the area.

Founder Rawlinson Isaac 
said they started the orga-
nization to help to change 
the Cayon community. 

“We put that together 
here because we realise 
people have a way of 
falling asleep in com-
munities. We decided we 
have to change Cayon.

“We decided to put a 
structure and an organi-
zation in place where we 
can communicate with 
our people.” The goals of 
the Cayon Community 

D e v e l o p m e n t 
Association are to im-
prove the social and 
economic well-being 
of residents in the com-
munity, alleviate pov-
erty and provide health 
and education services. 
The plan will harness 
the talents and skills of 
the community while 

widening and deepening 
trust at the community 
level and bring about so-
cial change. 

Isaac said they hope to 
rename streets, schools, 
parks and buildings in 
Cayon after stalwarts 
who worked hard to de-
velop the community. He 

added, they also want to 
bring some economic 
activities to Cayon.

“We are promoting the 
development of a ma-
jor hotel,” Isaac said. 
“We are saying Cayon 
is large enough to have 
a hotel here and we not 
going to Frigate Bay to 

work anymore.

“I am not making any 
promises, but we are 
talking seriously to 
some people.”

Isaac explained their 
goal is to highlight 
community heroes. “We 
want to create a Cayon 
Heroes Hall of Fame,” 
Isaac said. “We realize 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
only politicians are 
made heroes. A lot of 
other people did a lot 
of hard work and are 
not being recognized as 
heroes.

“In our Hall of Fame all 
of those hard workers in 
Cayon, who have done 
so much for us, will find 
themselves in there,” 
Isaac explained. “We 
also intend to put out a 
newsletter to keep the 
community abreast of 

what is happening there. 

Isaac declared that 
Sept. 17 will be cel-
ebrated annually as 
Cayon Community 
Development Day.

Isaac also indicated 
they hope to have a 
membership for the 
organization. 

“Every working in-
dividual in Cayon, 
18-and-over could be-
come a member and 
would pay $100 per 
year.

“We did our calcula-
tions; we can raise over 
$200,000 if we get that 
running.”

The organization would 
be headed by Lennox 
Liburd who was de-
clared the Mayor of 
Cayon.

Labour Parliamentarian the Hon. Konris Maynard
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EDITORIAL
Taiwan Is our friend

Today,St. Kitts and Nevis expected to  address the United Nations and as it has 
done for many years and call for the UN to recognize Taiwan as a separate entity 
from The People’s Republic of China.

There are many reasons St. Kitts and Nevis will support the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) as a member of the United Nations and several UN-sponsored 
organizations.

The reasons are common sense, over a period of almost five decades; Taiwan 
has faced threats and efforts by its neighbours to take it over. Not only has it 
survived, it has thrived as a democracy, while its communist neighbour Beijing 
has failed.

In 1983, when St. Kitts and Nevis gained independence, The Republic of China 
(Taiwan) was the first nation to recognise our independence. Over 35 years, 
Taiwan has been our faithful friend and a loyal ally.

There is only one reason Taiwan has not already been admitted to the UN, poli-
tics. The Republic of China was formerly a member of the UN, but in 1971, 
politics became involved when Taiwan lost its seat. That year, the UN chose 
to recognize the People’s Republic of China and in its all-knowing wisdom, 
decided there can only be one China in the world and it is run by the government 
in Beijing!

This whole situation is like two neighbours squabbling, but the stakes are much 
higher. This has been a political issue since 1947.

According to Wikipedia;

“The national economy of Taiwan (officially known as Republic of China), is 
the 7th largest economy in Asia, and is included in the advanced economies 
group [11] by the International Monetary Fund and gauged in the high-income 
economies group by the World Bank,[12] and ranked 15th [13] in the world 
by the Global Competitiveness Report of World Economic Forum, has a devel-
oped capitalist economy that ranks as the 22nd-largest in the world by purchas-
ing power parity (PPP), ranks as 18th in the world by gross domestic product 
(GDP) at purchasing power parity per capita (person), and 24th in nominal 
GDP of investment and foreign trade by the Republic of China(Taiwan) gov-
ernment, commonly referred to as Taiwan. As of 2018, telecommunication, fi-
nancial services and utility services are three highest individuals paid sectors in 
Taiwan.[14] The economy of Taiwan ranks the highest in Asia for 2015 Global 
Entrepreneurship Index (GEI) for specific strengths.[15] Most large govern-
ment-owned banks and industrial firms have been privatized, and now family 
owned businesses are the streamlined economic factors in Taiwan.”

How can anyone NOT realize that Taiwan is not only a democracy, but has 
succeeded because despite the roadblocks thrown up by much larger foes its 
morality and humanity have carried it through unscathed.

Taiwan cares about others and part of its approach is to support its friends. For 
instance, almost on a monthly basis, our pages announce Taiwan has sent experts 
to assist with or provide funding for a medium size or large project.

Although Taiwan is recognized as a small country (23.5 million people), it holds 
the Fourth largest foreign exchange reserve in the world.

In many ways, Taiwan is one of the most successful societies in the world—and 
a respectful one. They declared their independence from the mainland and then 
over the years have worked their way up to being very successful in their rela-
tionships with other countries. At the same time their morals did not waver and 
they stood up for their friends—now is the time for St. Kitts and Nevis to stand 
up for them.

Taiwan is a democracy, unlike mainland China which is a dictatorship and is still 
recognized as a communist country

One of the key reasons we need to support and push for the UN to admit Taiwan 
is that we have been long-time friends and that friendship has grown more-and-
more as we have gotten to know each other, we are partners who have the same 
goals and hopes for the future.

Tucker Clarke given lessons on recycling
By Loshaun Dixon

Tucker Clarke Primary 
students received a les-
son in recycling and 
changing environmental 
habits from Diamond 
International and the 
St. Kitts Sustainable 
Destination Council.

The initiative follows 
Diamond International’s 
campaign to clean the 
beach in New Guinea. 
According to General 
Manager Noama Omry 
Amir it was important 
to teach the students the 
importance of recycling.

“This is very important, 
especially in schools,” 
Ms. Amir said. “The stu-
dents are attentive and 
they want to know.

She added, “Together we 
can do it. If we all do it 
together and everybody 
is doing, it makes a much 
better place to live envi-
ronmentally.” Ms. Amir 

also noted they were to 
return to New Guinea to 
clean the beach again to 
mount signs and place 
garbage bins. “It is our 

second month of social 
service,” she said. 

“We are going to 
repeat the beach 

clean-up.” Diannille 
Taylor-Williams, head of 
the St. Kitts Sustainable 
Destination Council, 
said the visit was a 

follow-up to their plas-
tic-free July campaign 
that celebrated its sec-
ond anniversary this 
year.

“We are hoping this 
could lead to a plas-
tic-free St. Kitts and 
Nevis. We have part-
nered with Diamond 
International where 
part of their mandate 
is to use community 
service to give back to 
the community. They 
came on board with 
us for the plastic-free 
July and want to con-
tinue because they like 
the idea.”

She is targeting a 
younger audience to 
ensure they can try to 
change the culture in 
St. Kitts and Nevis as 
it relates to plastics.

“Someone from the 
St. Kitts Sea Turtle 
Monitoring Network 
spoke about recycling 
and the five Rs, but 

before that we told the 
school to ask students 
bring some items so 
we can separate them 
and introduce a waste-
separation programme 
to give them an idea 
about how it works.

“By doing this the 
children are becom-
ing our ambassadors. 
The youth are very 
good messengers and 
will take the message 
home. We might not 
be able to catch the 
adults going about 
their busy lives but all 
adults are impacted by 
children.”

She noted these ac-
tivities are just part of 
the beginning for her 
campaign.

“For 2019, we will 
ramp up our activities; 
it is not going to be 
plastic-free July only, 
but plastic free St. 
Kitts and Nevis.”



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 28th, 2018 The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 28th, 2018LOCAL NEWS LOCAL NEWSPage:6 Page:7

Master of Education degree 
programme introduced

A Master of Education Degree Programme has 
been launched by the Ministry of Education in col-
laboration with the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College 
(CFBC) under the auspices of the University of the 
West Indies (UWI), which according to Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Education, the 
Honourable Shawn Richards, marks the expansion 
of the academic programme offerings at CFBC.

“Today as we celebrate the expansion of higher ed-
ucation in St. Kitts and Nevis, we do so with a firm 
appreciation of what students who will matriculate 
stand to gain through the proposed model of study,” 
Minister Richards said. “We will see our students 
remain at home here at St. Kitts and Nevis, while 
acquiring a master’s degree through the University 
of the West Indies.

“The minister indicated the programme is unique 
as students not only have the benefit of earning a 
master’s degree from UWI, but also have the ad-
ditional benefit of face-to-face instruction at a local 
institution,” Richards explained. “All this is at a 
substantially reduced cost “thus making the dream 
of advanced study more accessible to ordinary 

citizens.”

Students enrolled in the master’s programme will 
have opportunities to pursue Education Leadership; 
Language and Literacy Education; and School 
Counselling study programmes. These three areas 
have been identified regionally and locally as areas 
for growth and development within the education 
sector. According to Minister Richards, they will 
improve the quality of learning and instruction 
within schools in St. Kitts and Nevis.

“Within the Ministry of Education, we view the 
provision of access to quality education as a cor-
nerstone of personal and national development,” 
said the minister, adding that “the strengthening 
of a varied, relevant and comprehensive education 
system, which meets societal needs is a primary 
policy goal within the education sector policy plan 
2017 to 2021.”

The Minister said that the Ministry of Education 
will continue to support educational initiatives 
such as these, which will ensure that citizens are af-
forded greater access to continuing education well 

into adulthood.

The programme is being offered at US $8,500 of 
which the Ministry of Education is contributing US 
$4,000 per student.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education, the 
Honourable Shawn Richards

Police, Customs marchers 
take top parade honours

Top honours went to 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
(RSCNPF) recruits and 
the Customs and Excise 
Department for dis-
playing discipline and 
uniformity during the 
35th Independence Day 
Parade at the Warner 
Park Cricket Stadium 
on Sept. 19.

The parade, one of 
the most highly an-
ticipated events on St. 
Kitts and Nevis’ an-
nual Independence 
calendar of activities, 
saw the largest turnout 
of armed and unarmed 
units march in front of 
a huge and appreciative 
crowd. 

At the end of the mar-
vellous display by 
all units on parade, 
Prime Minister, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, announced the 
young RSCNPF re-
cruits from Platoon No. 
6 were the Best Armed 
Body on display during 
the parade, while the 
Customs and Excise 
Department was rec-
ognized as the Best 
Unarmed Body.

The parade included 
armed units of the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force, 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Defence Force, Coast 
Guard and Cadet Corps 
and the unarmed units 
from the Customs and 
Excise Department, 
Girl Guides and 
Brownies, the Boy’s 
Brigade, Pathfinders 
and the Explorers Youth 
Clubs. While making 
his annual Toast to the 
Nation at the Defence 
Force Headquarters 
at Camp Springfield, 
Prime Minister Harris 
congratulated all the 
participating units on 
“what has been de-
scribed as one of the 
best parades we have 
had since Independence 
1983.”

“I want to commend 

the excellence and the 
precision which were 
displayed this morn-
ing [September 19] by 
armed bodies and un-
armed bodies. Today 
has been a wonderful 
day, and the spirit of 
nation building lives 
on,” said Dr. Harris.

The prime minister 
continued, “I want to 
commend all the young 
persons who took 
part in the parade, in 
particular, the largest 
body which was the 
Explorers group at-
tached to the Ministry 
of National Security. 
I gather there were 
some 300 strong and 
we commend them. We 
look to the future with 
hope; we look to the 
future knowing that 
the future must be bet-
ter than the past.”

Also on display at the 
Independence cer-
emony parade this 
year were the Honour 
Guards from the 
Taiwan Arm Forces.

Prime Minister Harris 
extended special ap-
preciation to what 
he described as “the 
largest representation 
of visiting dignitar-
ies” for St. Kitts and 
Nevis Independence 
celebrations.

Police Commandant 
Proud

Inspector Eldrin 
D i c k e n s o n , 
Commandant of 
the Police Training 
Complex, said he was 
extremely proud, of 
the efforts of the re-
cruits of Course 42, 
who practiced three 
times per day for the 
past five weeks.

“I felt good,” he said, 
recounting the an-
nouncement after the 
parade. “I spoke to 
them and I told them I 
felt happy and I hope 
that they understand 
what the hard work 

pays off for.”

Their performance is 
even more impressive, 
given that the other 
armed platoons on pa-
rade were made up of 
soldiers from the St. 
Kitts-Nevis Defence 
Force, the Coast 
Guard Unit, and the 
RSCNPF. The deci-
sion by Commissioner 
of Police, Ian Queeley, 
to have a third platoon 
of officers during the 
35th annual parade 
marked the fourth 
time that police re-
cruits were featured 
at an Independence 
parade. The last time 
was Course 37, who 
participated in 2010.

Several of the 23 re-
cruits that were on 
parade are no strang-
ers to marching in 
public. On Aug. 3, a 
contingent of recruits 
paraded through the 
streets with young 
participants from the 
2nd Annual Ministry 
of National Security/
RSCNPF Explorers 
Group Annual Summer 
Camp.

Inspector Dickenson 
said that earning the 
title of Best Armed 
Unit at the 35thInde-
pendence Day Parade 
will help to improve 
the confidence of the 
members of Course 
42.

“I think that the perfor-
mance will have them 
do even better. They 
are doing very well in 
class right now but I 
believe that those who 
are still below can still 
make a better effort in 
reaching further with 
their grades to be able 
to be successful to the 
end of the course,” 
the Commandant of 
the Police Training 
Complex stated.

The men and women 
are expected to gradu-
ate in December 2018.

Prime Minister Harris inspects Platoon No. 6 of the Royal St. Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force

PM Harris inspects the Customs and Excise Department marching unit

Prime Minister Harris applauds Explorers Youth Clubs participants

Chief Justice calls on governments to 
financially support Supreme Court

By Loshaun Dixon

Chief Justice of the 
Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Courts 
(ECSC) Dame Janice 
Pereira has called upon 
leaders of member ter-
ritories to support the 
courts new initiatives to 
improve access to jus-
tice for people.

Justice Pereira be-
moaned the lack of 
proper court facilities, 
stating that problem 
was as old as the court 
itself. 

“Over the years, I and 
Chief Justices before 
me have spoken out and 
pleaded for the urgent 
need for government 
to give priority to and 
provide adequate court 
facilities.”

She continued, “Fifty-
one years since the 
establishment of this 
court, little has been 
done. Court rooms are 

housed in ill-suited 
buildings which pose 
security and health 
risks for court users and 
occupiers.”

Justice Pereira said 
that courtroom closures 
due to hurricanes are 

understandable but it is 
unacceptable that court 
users and occupiers 
have been consistently 
placed in harm’s way.

“This year we have ex-
perienced the closure of 
criminal court sittings 

in St. Lucia for security 
reasons and the closure 
of all court houses in 
Grenada for health rea-
sons. These failures 
pose a real threat to ac-
cess to justice and deliv-
ery of justice.

She urged all heads of 
member states to pri-
oritise the construction 
of Halls of Justice and 
make them a reality. 

“The people of this re-
gion must be interested 
in having these matters 
addressed. The courts 
are there to serve you 
and you must become 
engaged in the changes 
you wish to see.”

She indicated that the 
financial status of the 
court is also worrying.

“The budgetary alloca-
tion in any of the mem-
ber state and territories 
is less than three per-
cent…yet the financial 
position of the court 
year after year remains 

of great concern.

“I am unable to stay 
silent about it. This 
court does not have the 
benefit of a trust fund 
arrangement which at 
least serves as a buffer 
between judiciary and 
the executive which 
holds the power of the 
purse.”

Justice Pereira added 
that each year the court 
must seek approval for 
its operation and is con-
stantly faced with the 
failure of some states 
to honour their financial 
obligations. “Arrears 
continue to mount with 
respect to monies due 
to the court. Currently 
the arrogate of arrears 
and contribution due 
to the court is just over 
$22 million. These short 
comings pose real risks 
to the administration of 
justice as it affects the 
courts ability to plan 
and implement pro-
grammes or to employ 
resources vital to bring 

about reform and keep 
the court functioning as 
it should.” She said this 
condition undermines 
access to justice and 
the delivery of justice. 
“The current financial 
arrangement and the 
lack of insulation, feeds 
the perception held by 
many that he who pays 
the piper calls the tune.” 

The Chief Justice said 
there is a real risk of the 
exertion of influence 
over the judiciary.

“It does nothing to dis-
pel the perception or 
lend true meaning to 
separation of powers 
and to protect against 
what can be an irresist-
ible temptation. It is 
time that proper finan-
cial arrangements are 
put in place for the full 
and effective operations 
of this court.”

She called for the re-
moval of the notions 
held by many across our 
region.

Chief Justice of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Courts 
(ECSC) Dame Janice Pereira
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Illegal Nevis dumping sites need 
cleaned, cleared, cameras installed 

By Monique Washington

Major steps to stop il-
legal dumping on Nevis 
are being taken by 
the Nevis Solid Waste 
Management Authority 
(NSWM) in collabora-
tion with the Ministry 
of Health.

Bath Village, 
Gingerland and other 
parts of the island now 
have illegal dump-
ing sites. On Monday, 
NSWM Manager 
Andrew Hendrickson 
visited a dump site next 
to Delta Petroleum, 
which is in close prox-
imity to the island’s 
landfill.

“We have had an on-
going fiasco here in 
which individuals 
have been coming and 

dumping refuse includ-
ing cars white goods, 
trash, domestic waste 
and whatever they 
have,” Hendrickson 
said. “They come 
and dump trash right 

here by the land-fill. 
That is usually done 
during closed hours, 
or on weekends.” 
Hendrickson previous-
ly noted, “There is only 
one designated area 

for dumping of refuse 
of any kind and that 
is our sanitary landfill 
at Long Point at Low 
Ground. There are no 
other legal designated 
areas for dumping on 

the island anywhere 
else. To dump at the 
landfill the cost is $70 
per ton (1,000 lbs). 

“Most of the items they 
are illegally dumping 
are metals and at the 
landfill we take metal 
free-of-charge, so 
there is no excuse to 
be doing illegal dump-
ing,” he said.

Hendrickson said on 
Sept. 22 he met with 
Environmental Health 
Officer Havier Ottley 
and Junior Minister 
of Health Hon Hazel 
Brandy Williams and 
they went to the ille-
gal dumping site. They 
firm resolution to clear 
and clean the area. 

The cleaned site will 
have security cam-
eras installed to deter 

dumping and cameras 
will detection anyone 
who comes there to 
dump anything. He 
added that other illegal 
dumping sites will also 
be cleaned, cleared and 
have cameras installed.

“If we can prevent 
people from dumping 
it is just as effective as 
catching someone in 
the act and penalizing 
them,” Hendrickson 
said. 

 “My message to the 
general public is I 
encourage you to 
do the right thing,” 
Hendrickson conclud-
ed. “We need to stop 
littering; we need to 
stop illegal dumping... 
Illegal dumping needs 
to stop because there is 
no justification for it.” 

NSWM Manager Andrew Hendrickson
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As stalwarts exit, can 
Sazam helm the NRP?

By Monique Washington

As the stalwarts of the 
Nevis Reformation Party 
retire from the political 
arena, can the party, with 
new candidates led by 
Sazam Hull win the next 
Nevis Island Assembly 
election?

The Nevis Reformation 
Party has added a new 
young candidate to its 
team who says he is 
ready for the political 
arena when another NRP 
veteran candidate bows 
out of politics.

The Observer confirmed 
on Wednesdaythat 
35-year-old Bjorn 
Hanley will be the new 
candidate for the Nevis 
Reformation Party, 
Nevis 10 (District 3 
Gingerland). Hanley’s 
mother Patsy Hanley 
was the NRP candidate 
for two local elections. 
She however was never 
able to claim the Nevis 
10 seat.

Hanley was nominated 

during a Constituency 
10 group meeting held 
last weekend. He was 
unchallenged as the next 
candidate for the party. 
Hanley will replace for-
mer NRP Nevis 10 can-
didate Korey Tyson.

The Observer asked 
Hanley if he is ready to 

enter the political arena 
and he said he is.

On Sept. 27, The 
Observer confirmed that 
veteran candidate for 
NRP Nevis 9 (District 2 
St Johns) Hensley Daniel, 
has bowed out of poli-
tics. He said he will not 
contest the next election 

as he is “finished” after 
18 years in politics and 
will no longer be a NRP 
candidate. He said that 
all the new candidates 
will be introduced during 
the party’s convention. 
Daniel will be replaced 
by Sazam Hull.

On Aug. 14, Hull, of 

Brown Hill (St. John’s) 
resident announced that 
he will be contending 
for the leadership of the 
NRP.

“If I put my name up for 
leader that means that the 
people amongst the party 
or around the party said 
this is the most suitable 

person,” Hull said.

The Observer attempted 
to contact NRP candidate 
Robelto Hector (St Pauls) 
to ask if he will run in the 
next election but he was 
not available. An attempt 
was also made to con-
tact Virgil Browne NRP 
candidate (St. James) to 
ask if he will run in the 
next election but he was 
unavailable. 

 For more than three de-
cades there have only 
been two political partie-
son Nevis, the Concerned 
Citizens Movement (rul-
ing party) and the Nevis 
Reformation Party. In 
December of last year, 
the leader of the NRP 
and soul seat holder Hon 
Joseph Parry announced 
that he will be stepping 
down as leader.

At present the NRP Party 
has not determined who 
will be its new leader, but 
that will be determined 
during the party conven-
tion slated for Oct. 21.

CSS takes first round in Independence 
Debating Competition 

By Monique Washington 

The Charlestown Secondary 
School is on its way to 
the Independence Inter-
High school Debating 
Competition finals after they 
defeated the Gingerland 
Secondary School in the 
first-round on Sept. 22. 
The competition is being 
hosted by the Social Policy 
and Sustainable Human 
Development Unit and the 
Department of Youth, both 
under the Ministry of Social 
Development.

The competition was held at 
the Nevis Performing Arts 
Theatre (NEPAC). Both 
schools debated on ‘The 

over-reliance on fossil fuels 
represents the greatest threat 
to the sustainable develop-
ment of the Caribbean.’ 
At the end of the night 
Charlestown Secondary, 
represented by Briandra 
Liburd and Mikkel Maloney, 
amassed 584 points, while 
the Gingerland Secondary 
School, represented by 
Ajuma Liburd and Najade 
Liburd, scored 541. Briandra 
was awarded best speaker 
for the debate.

The Charlestown Secondary 
school will now face the 
Nevis Sixth Form College 
on Sept. 29 at NEPAC. The 
topic will be “The sustain-
able economic growth of 
Nevis will be best attained 

via its Federal union with 
St. Kitts than a separate path 
to Independence.”

The debate topics fo-
cus on the Sustainable 
Development Goals and 
the 35th celebration of the 
Federation’s Independence. 
Both topics chosen for the 
debate deal with the devel-
opment trajectory of St Kitts 
and Nevis. The Sustainable 
Development Goals are a 
collection of 17 global goals 
set by the United Nations 
Development Programme. 
The formal name for the 
SDGs is: “Transforming our 
World: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.”

Director of the Social Policy 

and Sustainable Human 
Development Unit Alstead 
Pemberton noted during the 
opening of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 
are a shared agenda de-
signed to achieve economic 
prosperity, social justice and 
environmental protection. 

“While we all may agree that 
the subject of sustainable 
development is not anything 
new, it is clear with the 2030 
global agenda greater em-
phasis is now being placed 
on mainstreaming these 
SDGs into a national de-
velopment framework,” he 
said.

Pemberton explained one of 
their concerns is awareness 

of the SDGs and noted that 
they will be working with 
stakeholder to sensitize the 
public.

“However even with this 
new thrust, the issue of 
awareness still remains 
a cause for concerns,” 
Pemberton said. The Social 
Policy and Sustainable 
Human Development Unit 
seeks to bridge this gap by 
initiating ongoing sensitiza-
tion activities and programs 
with and for the general 
public. By collaborating 
with key stakeholders in all 
sectors since sustainable de-
velopment is a cross cutting 
subject.”

Sazam Hull
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Eight-week National Clean-Up 
Campaign begins today

An eight-week National 
Clean-Up Campaign 
organized by the Solid 
Waste Management 
Corp. (WMC) will be 
launched today, accord-
ing to Minister of Health, 
the Honourable Eugene 
Hamilton.

The goal of the campaign 
is to remove accumu-
lated trash and debris. It 
will cover all communi-
ties throughout the island 
of St. Kitts commenc-
ing from Sandy Point to 
Central Basseterre.

The Solid Waste 
Management Corp. 
board of directors spear-
headed the campaign by 
lifting the cost to dispose 
of derelict vehicles and 
parts at the landfill site 
from Oct. 1 to Dec. 31.

The minister said the 

objectives of the National 
Clean-Up Campaign 
are to create a cleaner 
environment for public 
health, build stronger 
community relations, in-
stil greater national and 

community spirit, and 
maintain beautiful spaces 
in public facilities.

“I take this opportu-
nity to applaud the 
board of directors and 

management of the Solid 
Waste Management 
Corporation for their 
leadership in spearhead-
ing this important cam-
paign that will derive 
great benefits to our peo-
ple and for our nation,” 
Minister Hamilton said.

“All of this effort, ties 
in beautifully with our 
independence theme for 
this year, which is Love, 
Service, Patriotism and 
Pride--Independence 
35,” he noted.

“As we celebrate the 
achievements of our na-
tion’s independence, 
I am reminded of the 
opening words of our 
National Anthem, which 
simply state, “O Land 
of Beauty,” the minister 
said. “Any visitor and 
certainly any resident of 
this country would have 

no doubt, that our two 
islands of paradise are 
indeed blessed with the 
finest qualities of natural 
beauty.” 

Hamilton suggested resi-
dents should take pride 
in keeping the country 
clean. He voiced con-
cerns about the clean-
liness of Basseterre, 
surrounding communi-
ties and public spaces 
around the island and 
attributed the problem to 
illegal dumping or trash 
and garbage.

The minister explained 
there have been reports of 

increased illegal dump-
ing on empty lands and 
in ghauts that ultimately 
create challenges in times 
of flooding.

“Over the years, we 
have all seen how our 
towns, villages and our 
own residential spaces, 
suffered from indiscrim-
inate dumping and ac-
cumulation of garbage,” 
Hamilton concluded. 
“As individuals, with-
out thinking and with-
out care, we have been 
known to deposit litter 
on our streets resulting 
in our drains becoming 
clogged.”

Minister of Health, the Honourable Eugene Hamilton

New home owners express 
gratitude to NHLDC

By Monique Washington 

New home owners at 
the recently opened 
Cedar View Housing 
Development have ex-
pressed how pleased 
they are with their 
homes built by the 
Nevis Housing and 
Land Development 
C o o p e r a t i o n 
(NHLDC). 

NHLDC secured an EC 
$10 millionloan from 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Social Security Board 
for housing develop-
ment throughout the 
island of Nevis.

The Cedar View 
Housing Development 
at Maddens Estate sits 
on5.93 acres and con-
sists of 31 lots, inclu-
sive of a common area. 
The lot sizes within the 
housing development 
range from a total of 

5,000 square feet to 
6,226 square feet

The Cedar View Hosing 
Development officially 
opened on Sept. 20. 
Two home owners 
gave brief testimoni-
als on their experience 
thus far living in the 
housing development. 

Kenrick Liverpool, the 
first resident to move 
into the housing de-
velopmentsaid the area 

was ideal for building-
homes as the view and 
the Atlantic breeze are 
beautiful. He also said 
he isvery satisfied with 
the quality of construc-
tion products used.

“I was particular pleased 
by the Nevis Housing 
and Land Development 
Cooperation, the staff 
there,” Liverpool said. 
“The communication 
was excellent.All the 
fitting and faucets and 

other items they bought 
was high quality. I am 
pleased, very pleased. I 
am particularly pleased 
with the house.”

He expressed his grati-
tude to the Chairman 
of NHLDC HonAlexis 
Jeffers for the “courtesy 
that was extended to 
me, personally. I want to 
thank him,” he said

Another new home-
owner, Kimoye Wyatt 

said her dream was 
her dream to become a 
home owner before her 
35th birthday. She said 
that she appliedfor a 
home from NHLDC and 
days before her birthday 
she was approved. “I ap-
plied to the NHLDCand 
to my surpriselater 
that year in December 
(2016) I received my 
housing acceptance let-
terfrom the department.”

Wyatt said the process 

involved a lot of paper-
work. She too expressed 
her gratitude to Hon 
Jeffers. 

“Sometimes I 
would have to call out to 
him [Jeffers] for certain 
thing because I was a 
little worried about the 
house and he always 
gave me comfortable 
answers,” she said.

Wyatt encouraged other 
aspiring home owners 
to apply andbecome a 
home owner.

The NHLDC col-
laborated with Nevis 
Cooperative Credit 
Union, in an effort to 
improve efficiency and 
effectiveness in manag-
ing the mortgage portfo-
lio for these houses. The 
loans from the Nevis 
Cooperative Credit 
Union are subjected 
to specified terms and 
conditions.

Kenrick LiverpoolKimoye Wyatt
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VACANCY Comforto Airco
looking for experience Accountant
3 years in business plus software

please send email:
comfortairco@yahoo.com

Square Duty Free
Contact: Bunty 1869-763-9721

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

Vida Liquor & Tobacco
Contact: Prem:1869-760-5355

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Arabic Restaurant located in
Buckleys looking for 2 Chefs with
experience in doing Meditaranean

Food. Please call:765-2946

PLACE HOLDER FOR YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADVERT

Cook  Needed
At  Jamakie's Restuarant

Telephone: 660-9257

Waitress Needed
Contact Number: 1-869-662-5550

Joiner Needed
At Angles Wood Work Shop

Telephone: 763-4808/668-0633

Flamingo Construction
Services is seeking one Carpenter with
5 years experience. Contact 668-8081

Cleaner  Wanted 
Full Time

Tel: 869-662-5550
AA Tech Services

One Office Worker
Telephone: 668-4367

Cashier Needed
At Tasty Jamaican

Telephone# 660-6196

Cashier Needed
At Royal Palms

Telephone# 660-6196

Two Cashier Needed
At  Teddies Bar

Telephone# 660-6196

Mechanic  Wanted
Must have :

5 years experience, with
small medium engines

(both gasoline & diesel)

Application should be
made to Carib Scoots &

Bike Rental

Tel: 662-8047

Oualie Beach

Needed Machine Operator
Telephone: 869-469-8026

Needed Two Labours, Two Cleaners
Slims Construction & Electrical Plumbing

Telephone :663-5518

N E E D E D
Kitchen  Helper

Telephone: 469-1007/669-3988

A L E X  B A R B E R  S H O P
One Experienced Cashier

Call: 765-7092

JOHNNY CONSTRUCTION
One Experienced Carpenter

Call: 763-7682

2 Storeroom Attendants needed at
Best Buy Supermarket

Applicants can fill out forms at the Branch
Office located in Charlestown

Driver’s License would be an asset

Using your phone while
driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance
on someone else’s

life, Drive with some
concern.

Vacancy

Fresh Prince Looking 
For Bender Specialize 
in Re- Bar Bending

Contact : 6649317
Vacancy
Cleaner Contact: 664-
1103 or 663-2158

Vacancy
Jobsite Supervisor 
Must have Five 
Years Experience  In  
Carpentry & Masonary 
Telephone: 763-5547

Vacancy

H & H Farm Sale 
Clerk &Eviscerator 
Contact: 669-2696

Vacancy
Caribbean Pool 
Services Eighteen 
to Forty Five Years 
Old - Pool Technician 
469-9420 / 660-7879

Vacancy
R.S.J Enterprise
Sale Clerk, Cashier 
& Technician
P O Box 638, Nevis

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Clayton B. Jeffers
Now residing in Craddock Road street 
in the town or Village of Craddock 
Road Nevis do  hereby give you notice 
That it is my intention to apply on 
23rd Day of October, 2017 next to the 
District Magistrate 
At Charlestown for a Liquor License 
in respect of my Premises in Craddock 
Road  Street in Gingerland
Dated this 23rd  day of October, 2017.
Signed: Clayton B. Jeffers

Vacancy                   
Horse shoer 
Contact:Nevis 
Equestrian Centre
662-8118

Vacancy                   
Best Deal Construction
One Labourer
Contact :663-6865

Vacancy                   
Mahadeo Prasad
One Gardener
Contact:766-0428

Vacancy                   
seeking a shutter 
installation and ser-
vice technician. 
Call 763 5547

Vacancy
Elroy’s Maintenance 
Maintenance Worker 
Contact: 667-3725

Vacancy
F&B Associates 
with knowledge 
of International 
Cuisine Sous Chef
Contact : 763-0090 
Must Have Ten 
Years Experience

Vacancy
Spotless Car Wash 
Needs One Employee 
Contact: 764-
9822/ 661-9822

Vacancy
Assistant Manager 
Contact: 667-1988 
Email:-nayjahmuzic@
gmail.com

Vacancy
Looking For  a Driver 
and  Land Scaper has 
eight years experience 
Contact: 765-5063

For Rent
Apartment For Rent 
Ramsbury Site
Contact: 663-
2122/ 760-2308

Vacancy
Two Chef         
Contact: 665-7268

Vacancy
1-Sales Person 
& 1-Cashier
667-9122

Vacancy
Driver Operator 
Contact:664-9261

Needed One Taylor
at Manufacturers-
General Two years 
Experience
Contact :764-0006
Contact: 765-7092

FOR SALE
One Outboard 
Motor 40 Hp 
Yamaya Engine 
Contact: 665-2395

Vacancy 
CJ’s Electrical 
Services is seeking 
(1) one Secretary
Contact: 
1-869-662-9353

Vacancy 
R.S.J Enterprise Sale 
Clerk, Cashier, Baker 
& Technician P O 
Box 638, Nevis

Vacancy at KALIMATA INC 
Building # 14 , unit 101 
warehouse supervisor 1
Store supervisor 2
Please send your CV to 
hareshsadarangani@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Hair + .Com African 
Fashion Designer
Contact: 469-2174

Looking For Qualified Person Trained 
In Sugar Hair Removal. Must Have 3 
To 5 Years Experienceand Be Willing 
To Work Part Time Hours Preferably 
1 To 8 Pm. Must Be Certified In This 
Technique And Please Include A 
Resume To socalhair@yahoo.com.

Vacancy 
1 Warehouse super-
visor and 1 Store 
supervisor Please 
call me at 765 2262

Looking For A Driver With-Valid 
Cpr To Run And Manage A Tour 
Company Must Be Avaialble On 
All Cruise Ship Days. Salary To Be 
Discussed In Person. Must Submitt 
Resume To socalhair@yahoo.com.

Smart Electronics Vacancy 
Manager/Sales Associates 
Minimum 10 years Expeirience 
10 years in Managing and sales 
Please Call 466 4271

Vacancy 
Souvenir Clothing Supervisor
Working hours - 9am - 5 pm
Must be able to work on Sundays
When ship in port
Apply to:- I LOVE STKITTS
BLDG, 24 STORE #4 
PORT ZANTE
BASSETERRE, STKITTS
EMAIL :-skbinfo@yahoo.com
Contact: 665-7268

© 2018 Subway IP Inc. Subway® is a registered trademark of Subway IP Inc.

JOIN
THE WINNING TEAM

#52 Rosalino Street
Woodbrook, Port Of Spain, Trinidad W.I.
Phone: 868-622-5831 or 868-622-6354 or 
868-628-5970 
Fax: 868-628-9241
Email: DAOffice@subwaytrinidad.com

CONTACT US TODAY:
Business Development Agent
Territories 887, 799, 667

An investment opportunity to work within a proven 
business model with an affordable capital investment, 
simple operaaons, flexible floor plans, naaonal and local 
support, naaonal and regional adverasing, a two-week 
training program, ongoing learning for our owners and 
their staff, store development assistance, design support; 
lease negoaaaons, construcaon guidance and much, much 
momore.
SUBWAY® is looking for Franchisees who possess an 
entrepreneurial spirit, are commiied, and have the 
financial and business resources to open and manage 
mullple restaurants in St Kiis by following SUBWAY® 
guidelines and requirements.

THE SAND BAR THAT ALMOST 
SPARKED A WAR

TRAVEL: By Eric Mackenzie Lamb

About fifteen years ago, I was pilot-
ing one of our aircraft from Puerto 
Rico to Trinidad after a routine 
maintenance inspection. In order 
to save both time and fuel, and be-
cause the Piper Aztec possessed two 
engines, I decided that, rather than 
follow the island chain, the route 
I’d take would follow a straight line 
trajectory over the open sea. It was 
late March and the weather was ex-
cellent, with blue skies all around 
and hardly a cloud to be seen. With 
luck, I thought to myself, I might 
even be able to spot a couple of mi-
grating whales. This was the time of 
year.

Little did I know that I’d come upon 
something far more unexpected.

About an hour and a half after 

taking off from San Juan, I saw 
something unusual on the horizon. 
At first, I thought it had to be an 
optical illusion. Could there really 
be a tiny speck of land out here, 
literally in the middle of nowhere? 
Or was it just a reflection of sun-
light over a dark patch of water? 
I glanced at the aeronautical chart 
again. It showed nothing except 
open sea in every direction. No 
islands, no rocks, just water.  But 

there was definitely something out 
there. Overcome by curiosity, I 
started a gradual descent to get a 
closer look. 

And there it was. 

But one could hardly call it an is-
land. A tiny sand bar would have 
been a more apt description. 

The biggest surprise, however, 
turned out to be a Texas tower, 
along with a  boat docked beneath 
its platform. A man made structure 
straddling the waves by only a cou-
ple of feet? And, even more puz-
zling, in an area well known for its 
hurricanes?  Why would anyone be 
so crazy as to build something like 
this in such a place? Must be a sea-
sonal fishing station, I told myself; 
that was the only logical explana-
tion I could think of. I turned back 
on track, started climbing, and con-
tinued my flight.

While making a low circling turn, I 
managed to capture this image from 
the cockpit.

It was  about two weeks later, af-

ter I’d returned Nevis, that I fi-
nally learned the true story behind 
that mysterious sighting, thanks to 
my friend Captain Arthur Anslyn. 
(Better known as Brother, bless his 
memory).

“From everything you’ve described, 
what you saw was Isla de Aves,” he 

said. 

“Isla de Aves? Never heard of it.”

“Most people haven’t”,  Brother 
explained. “ That means Bird 
Island in English. And it belongs to 
Venezuela.”

I looked at him in disbelief. 
“Venezuela?” I showed him the 
picture I’d taken on the fly by. “Are 
you sure?”

“Absolutely, Eric”, he assured me. 
“I know, I’ve been there. And that 
tower you saw isn’t a seasonal fish-
ing station. It’s a military naval sta-
tion named Simon Bolivar.”

I listened in fascination as Brother 
went on to describe some of Bird 
Island’s unusual history. Here are 
just a few of the little known facts I 
learned from him and from my own 
subsequent research.

According to early historic records 
(although never proven) Isla de 
Aves was reportedly discovered by 

Spanish sailor and explorer Avaro 
Sanza in 1584.  Its geographic loca-
tion places it 140 nautical miles due 
west of Dominica, and just over 99 
miles southwest of Montserrat. The 
irony here is that, although consid-
ered part of Venezuela, Bird Island 
is much further away from its moth-
er country, which lies 340 miles to 

CONT’D ON PAGE 17



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 28th, 2018 The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 28th, 2018LOCAL NEWS LOCAL NEWSPage:16 Page:17

Hon Brantley calls 
technology misuse a 

threat to society 
Technology has many benefits but the misuse of 
technology with cyber-bullying and anonymous 
social media profiles can be very detrimental, 
Hon Mark Bratley, Premier of Nevis told the au-
dience at the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS) Bar Association’s Gala during the 
15th Regional Law Conference in St. Kitts.

Hon Brantley presented the keynote speech 
on, “The Tech Revolution: A Threat to the 
Core Values of Civil Society and of the Legal 
Profession?”

“I am confident that all of you here appre-
hend what the term “cyber-bullying” means 
or at the very least have heard of it before,” 
Brantley said. “That this new concept even ex-
ists is evidence of technology’s emergent role 
in achieving the irretrievable breakdown of the 
marriage between ourselves and the virtues which 
have been the bedrock of our communities.

“In February of this year, a British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) article indicated that almost 
half of 1,089 young persons questioned for a 
Safety Net survey “had experienced threatening 
or nasty social media messages, emails or texts.” 

Brantley referred to several other examples say-
ing, “A quick search on the World Wide Web 
reveals numerous other reports with figures are 
just as dismal. 

“In a prior article by the same news agency in 
which research from anti-bullying charity Ditch 
the Label was referenced, it was noted that out 
of 10,000 persons between ages 12 to 20, one-in-
three said they lived in fear of cyber-bullying…”

Psychologist Susan Swearer, co-founder of the 
Bullying Research Network in the US in an article 
addressing the issue of cyberbullying said that, 
“People are more likely to write horrible things 
when they think they’re being anonymous.”

“This sentiment clarifies precisely why social 
media sites such as Facebook and Instagram, 
Tumblr and Twitter,” Brantley explained, “with 
the plethora of ways they allow anonymity to be 
achieved, are ideal breeding grounds for cyber-
bullies and are being employed to flagrantly dis-
regard values like kindness and a firm rejection 
of promulgating hatred for others. 

“What is worse is that the deficit of kindness un-
veiled via the internet is not the sole province 
of strangers with devious intentions targeting 
others for their own amusement. Increasingly, we 
have seen an intensification of situations where 
estranged couples use the internet to humiliate 
their former partners following a breakup.

Past examples of cyber-bullying

“In 2014, a young lady who appeared in court 
as Jane Doe, sued her ex-boyfriend for distribut-
ing on social media websites eight explicit images 

she had sent to him via social media while they 
were dating,” Brantley said.

“Earlier this year, the court returned a verdict in 
her favour and she was awarded US $6.4 mil-
lion. Jane Doe’s attorney, as cited by the New 
York Times article covering the story, said, ‘We 
expect that this judgment will send a clear mes-
sage that victims of revenge porn suffer serious 
injuries that are worthy of redress, and hope that 
it helps deter future harms.’

“Closer to home, in Trinidad and 
Tobago, in the case of Therese Ho vs Lendl 
Simmons (yes that Lendl Simmons of West Indies 
cricket fame), an action was brought for breach 
of confidence, after nude pictures of the Claimant 
sent to the Defendant via WhatsApp for his private 
use while the two were a couple, were shared by 
the Defendant with other individuals without the 
permission of the Claimant.

“The Court found the defendant to have breached 
the Claimant’s confidentiality and was motivated 
by a desire to cause her upset, embarrassment 
and distress,” Brantley said.

“Finally, right here in St. Kitts and Nevis, in 
context not on all fours with the two previously 
cited cases but in which the principle was simi-
lar, there has been a movement towards remedies 
where breaches occur on social media plat-
forms,” he pointed out.

Brantley said, “In Jovil Williams, Jason Campbell 
and the Attorney General of St. Christopher and 
Nevis and Chief of Police, a claim was pursued 
for breach of constitutional rights when there had 
been misuse of private information where Police 
Officers who had obtained sexually explicit vid-
eo through an illegal search of an individual’s 
mobile phone, shared the said video via social 
media. 

“Ultimately, the Government was held vi-
cariously liable for the acts of those Police 
Officers and damages were awarded in the 
significant sum of EC $500,094.00 dollars 
collectively.”

According to Brantley, “the aforementioned cas-
es and comparable situations that may never see 
the light of a court room are demonstrative of 
how technology is being abused and in so doing 
how we disregard values such as kindness, care 
and respect for others.

Degradation of core values

“Beyond cyber-bullying and revenge, pornogra-
phy with their common denominator of personal 
attacks, the tech revolution is also a catalyst for 
the degradation of the core values of civil society 
from a political perspective. 

“As a politician, I am all too aware of how tech-
nology has expanded the reach of those who 

wish to disseminate false information, or “fake 
news” to further their political agenda,” Brantley 
said. “The problem of disseminating informa-
tion without first having verified its accuracy is 
quite common in St. Kitts and Nevis, regardless 
of whether the motive is noble or mischievous. 

“Just days ago, I was told that a blogger with a 
significant social media following posted a sta-
tus which read, “Tim giving 9 percent raise for 
Independence and a Double Salary for X-mas!” 
“Tim”, by the way, is the Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, the Honourable Dr. Timothy 
Harris.

Brantley said technology has had both positive 
and negative roles in the legal profession.

“Whilst the tech revolution looms over us like 
the sword of Damocles, we must face it head 
on and embrace the coming changes. As every 
revolution takes place there are those who stand 
idly by and let the revolution swallow them to 
their peril. Conversely, there are those who hold 
onto it and craft the revolution to their own suc-
cesses. We must choose – to be dinosaurs or to be 
dragon slayers.”

the south.

As was common practice during the early co-
lonial period, it didn’t take long for conflicting 
claims of sovereignty over Isla de Aves to emerge 
from Britain, Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, 
even from some other countries. Considering the 
fact that Bird island has a length of only 1,230 
feet, a width of 160 feet, and a maximum eleva-
tion of 13 feet (and that’s at low tide), one has to 
ask why anyone would even bother to go through 
the motions in the first place.  But that’s the way 
things were done during that inglorious grab 
-whatever-you-can era. Everything had to do 
with power and influence. As far as those foreign 
powers were concerned, even the tiniest crumb 
could add to to the size of a big cake.

Nevertheless, such factors did little to dissuade 
anyone from making a landfall and profiting 
from Bird Island’s unique isolation. During the 
17th, 18th, and 19th centuries, inhabitants of 
Saba and St Eustatius, as well as Dominica and 
Guadeloupe, would make regular visits to collect 
turtle and bird eggs. 

Then, in 1854, an American sea captain realized 
that Bird Island offered the potential of some-
thing far more lucrative than mere eggs: guano.  ( 
For those who may not be familiar with the term, 
guano consists of the accumulated excrement of 
sea birds, a mixture of which holds high contents 
of nitrogen, phosphates, and potassium.  In pre-
industrial  times, guano was in high demand as 
an agricultural fertilizer, as well as an ingredient 
in gunpowder). 

In almost no time, the process of guano extrac-
tion-mostly by Americans and Dutch nation-
als of St Maarten-had become a major industry 
on Bird Island. But it also served to fan the 
flames of anger and discontent between other 
rival  powers claiming sovereignty. A number of 
confrontations ensued, including the arrival of 
two Venezuelan gunships in an effort to evict the 
American guano collectors. But, as things turned 
out, to no avail. As soon as the Venezuelan navy 
had departed, the yanquis were back.

And so were the egg collectors.

Meanwhile, in a concerted effort to resolve these 
continuous territorial disputes once and for all, 
the major powers finally agreed to accept a ruling 
by Queen Isabella of Spain as to the sovereignty 
of Isla de Aves. In 1865-perhaps not surprising-
ly- she decided in favor of Venezuela.

But little was to change over the next 150 years. 
Although Bird Island’s guano deposits had long 
been exhausted, egg collecting expeditions re-
mained a frequent occurrence. Which, as could 
be expected, only served to reignite tensions be-
tween Venezuela and some its Caribbean neigh-
bors. A major sticking point was Venezuela’s 
claim that Isla de Aves was an island, which 
would give it an exclusive maritime zone of 
200 miles in all directions. However, under a 
ruling by the United Nations Law of the Sea 

Convention, Aves was classified as a rock, not an 
island, which, as a result, only entitled Venezuela 
to a maritime zone of 10 miles. Not surprisingly, 
this was bitterly contested by the Venezuelan 
government, a simmering dispute which remains 
in place even to this day.

A major step in reducing tensions between 
Venezuela and its Caricom neighbors finally took 
place in 2006, when Dominica’s Prime Minister 
at the time, Roosevelt Skerrit, met President 
Hugo Chavez in Caracas. The end result of that 
meeting consisted of an agreement by Dominica 
that it would no longer contest Venezuela’s 
claim of sovereignty over Bird Island. In return, 
the government of Venezuela agreed to invest 
around 29 million US dollars into improving 
Dominica’s own infrastructure, including badly 
needed roads, drainage, and housing, as well 
as providing petroleum-based products from 
Venezuela’s state owned supplier at the lowest 
possible cost. All in all, it turned out to be a win-
win resolution for both countries.

Since then, Venezuela has made significant 
moves to consolidate its presence on Bird Island. 
It established the Simon Bolivar Naval Station 
(the same structure I saw during my flight) in 
1978. Its residents consist of a handful of both 
military personnel and scientists whose pres-
ence is determined on a rotational basis-hardly 
surprising, considering the area’s extreme isola-
tion. And according to unconfirmed reports, for 
the fortunate few who can afford it, the base is 
sometimes even used as a venue for weddings 
and baptisms.

Another fascinating aspect of Bird Island has to 
be the potential of still undiscovered shipwrecks 
around its shores, including Spanish galleons 
and, more likely than not, their precious cargos 
en route from the New World to Spain. One can 
only hope that, one day in the not too distant fu-
ture, the Venezuelan government will agree to 
designate Bird Island as a national maritime rec-
reational park, one which would welcome divers 
and snorkelers of all nationalities.

But with Venezuela’s present economic crisis, 
such a project, like Bird Island itself, still re-
mains only a small dot on the horizon.

THE SAND BAR THAT ALMOST 
SPARKED A WAR CONT’D

Hon Mark Bratley, Premier of Nevis

CONT’D FROM PAGE 14

Farmers 
sensitizes on 
proper usage 
of pesticides

By Monique Washington 

A wide range of 
farmers across the 
Federation have been 
taught this past week 
about the proper 
use and storage of 
pesticides.

Sept. 24 to 28 the 
Department of 
Agriculture held its 
Pesticide Awareness 
Week under the theme 
“Increase Food Safety, 
Reduce Dependency 
on Pesticide--Adapt 
Integrated Pest 
Management,”

As part of the week’s 
activities a work-
shop was held on 
Wednesday at the Red 
Cross Building in 
Charlestown. Estate 
managers, small- and 
large-scale farm-
ers and field workers 
were in attendance 
at the Department of 
Agriculture.

Speaking with The 
Observer on Thursday 
Quarantine Officer 
Quincy Bart noted 
the importance of 
proper use and stor-
age of pesticides. He 
said before anyone 
orders chemicals on-
line, they need to visit 
to the Department of 
Agriculture and fill 
out one or two forms, 
a licensing form and/
or a registration form.

“The license form in-
dicates that the pes-
ticide that you want 
to order is already 
approved,” Bart said. 
“So you come to the 
department and you 
fill out your form. 
There is also a $50 
application fee. After 
you are approved the 
license is valid for six 

months.” 

“If you want to import 
a pesticide that is not 
registered in St Kitts 
and Nevis, you will 
have to fill out a pesti-
cide registration form. 
There is a $50 fee for 
that,” he added.

Bart noted that illegal-
ly imported pesticides 
will be confiscated. 

Bart said, “We often 
see a problem with 
farmers not knowing 
the proper usage of 
pesticides.”

“We invited estate 
managers, home farm-
ers, large-scale farmers 
and people who work 
in the field for agricul-
ture to teach them how 
to properly use and 
manage pesticides.”

In addition, backyard 
gardeners were given 
instruction and shown 
how to make home-
made pesticides that 
will not pose a prob-
lem to their household 
or their neighbours.

Bart said that 
Pesticides Week is an 
effort by the Pesticide 
Board in St .Kitts to 
teach proper pesticide 
use. He noted that the 
Pesticide Board con-
trols all pesticides that 
come into the country. 

“The board consists 
of experts in various 
agriculture divisions 
and the landscaping 
sector. They judge to 
see what chemical are 
safe to bring into the 
country. They look at 
the composition, the in 
earth materials and the 
active ingredients, and 
how they will it affect 
human health and the 
environment,” he said.
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Unstoppable 
Force! St. 

Kitts Cricket 
wins again!

By Loshaun Dixon

For the third straight 
year the St. Kitts na-
tional cricket team is 
the Champion of the 
Leeward Islands 50-
over competition after 
they went undefeated in 
the entire competition 
for the second straight 
year.

They defeated Nevis, 
Montserrat, Anguilla, 
and Antigua and had a 
no-result game versus 
St. Martin in a rain-out 
game. The team needed 
a win in their final game 
against fellow Leeward 
Island Powerhouse 
Antigua and Barbuda to 
build an insurmountable 
points total and retain 
their title.

Although the St. Kitts 
team looked comfort-
able for most of the game 
on the back of 98 from 
Akeem Saunders and 
45 from Mikyle Louis a 
flurry of wickets late on 
gave Antigua hope but 
St. Kitts captain Jacques 
Taylor showed his clini-
cal touch to secure the 
victory.

The team returned from 
Montserrat Wednesday 
and celebrated with a 
victory parade through 
Basseterre showcasing 
the trophy culminating 
at Warner Park.

In an interview with The 
Observer, Head Coach 
of the St. Kitts team 
Steve Liburd thought 
the team performed ex-
ceptionally well to de-
fend their title. 

He hailed the players 
for their commitment 
and said some of them 
are good enough to play 
professionally for the 

Patriots.

“It all goes down to 
the players, ´he said. “I 
think they are all dedi-
cated, committed and 
determined to prove to 
everyone that they are 
good enough to play 
for the Patriots. I said 
to them go out there and 
do yourself proud and 
put your name in the hat 
for the Patriots.

“They were hungry 
for it and went out and 
did what they had to 
do. Their success is 
down to hard work and 
dedication.”

When asked how far 
this side can go, Liburd 
responded “the sky is 
the limit.” “The guys 
are young the oldest 
player is the captain and 
he just turned 30, so he 
has another five or six 
years in him,” the coach 
said. “We have some 
players in their mid-20s 
and then we blooded 
some younger guys so 
they can mix and mingle 
with the group. It could 
be five, six maybe ten.”

Liburd, who captained 
the Leeward Islands 
during his playing ca-
reer, noted that this vic-
tory was one the best 
achievements he has had 
as player and a coach.

“It’s up there,” he said. 
“This one is a bit more 
special than the last 
two, because we had the 
toughest schedule. All 
the other teams had two 
days off and we played 
five games in six days. 
We showed what we can 
do and it ranks up there 
with my accomplish-
ments in cricket.

Captain Jacques Taylor 
said he was pleased with 
the effort of the team and 

was happy to see them 
enjoy themselves with a 
victory celebration.

He added that the third 
straight victory in the 
Championships was one 
of the best achievements 
he has had in his career.

He indicated he was 
never worried during 
that final game. A win 
was needed but he was 
never worried as he has 
been in that position on 
numerous occasions.

President of the St. Kitts 
Cricket Association 
Dennis Phillip put the 
team’s success down to 
work that was put in be-
hind the scenes.

“Most of it has to do 
with constantly play-
ing, training and coach-
ing,” Phillip explained. 
“Based on what cricket 
used to be a very im-
portant aspect is coach-
ing and correction 
of player’s mistakes 
and bad practices. We 
implemented a lot of 
that and we continue to 
grow from strength to 
strength.”

Phillip said the three 
championships were not 
a surprise to him.

“I saw from the outside 
that something was lack-
ing. I was given the op-
portunity to implement 
them but we still a ways 
to go.”

We now have a large 
contingent of young 
players coming into 
cricket at the grass roots 
level and kiddy cricket 
and now we are going to 
implement programmes 

to get them to the higher 
level.

Acting Prime Minister 
and Minister of Sports 
the Hon. Shawn 
Richards praised 
the team for their 
performance.

“You went to Montserrat 
and you played well and 
indeed it’s not just the 
Cricket Association that 
is proud of the job you 
have done, but certainly 
I am sure that all of the 
people in St. Kitts and 

Nevis and especially the 
cricket-loving fans are 
proud of the excellent 
job that you have done.”

Richards encouraged 
the players to keep up 
the momentum and not 
to become complacent.

“Now isn’t the time to 
stop practicing. Now 
is the time to improve 
upon your skills and 
to take your skills fur-
ther than the Leeward 
Islands, further than the 
shores of St. Kitts and 

Nevis, but to the entire 
West Indies and to the 
world.

“I encourage you to con-
tinue to practice here is 
St. Kitts and Nevis,” he 
said. “We expect to see 
the community leagues; 
we expect to see the na-
tional league in place 
because there really 
isn’t much sense in go-
ing overseas and doing 
well but here at the lo-
cal level you don’t see 
the development of the 
game.” 

Call to action for 
November Youth 

Service Days

Youth groups, indi-
viduals, and organiza-
tions are encouraged 
to be more active this 
November as the island 
celebrates Youth Month 
2018. 

Acting Director of the 
Department of Youth 
Empowerment, Pierre 
Liburd encourages 
youth groups to reg-
ister or update their 
registration by Oct. 
1. He said registered 
groups may have their 
projects included in the 
official Youth Month 
Calendar of Activities 
in November.

The annual observance 
offers an opportunity to 

facilitate and celebrate 
the dreams, aspirations, 
talents and energies of 
young people between 
12- and 29-years of age. 
Some of the more popu-
lar activities organized 
by the Department of 
Youth Empowerment 
include a Youth March 
and Rally, High School 
Chef Competition, 
Island Bike Ride, and 
the 25 Most Remarkable 
Teens Awards.

While the dates for this 
year’s events have not 
yet been announced, 
Liburd said special at-
tention should be paid to 
Nov. 10 and 17, which 
are designated as Youth 
Service Days. On those 

days, persons, groups 
and organizations are 
strongly encouraged 
to carry out activities 
that benefit youth in the 
community or engage 
youth in their planning 
and execution.

Liburd said some exam-
ples of activities include 
beach clean-ups, com-
munity beautification 
initiatives, tree plant-
ings, presenting gift 
baskets to the elderly, 
graffiti removals, and 
painting murals. 

Some of the less com-
plicated projects can 
include cutting a senior 
citizen’s lawn, fixing a 
senior citizen’s gate or 
repairing a senior citi-
zen’s fence.

The acting director ex-
pressed high hopes that 
all youth, community 
residents, and organiza-
tions will prepare early 
to execute one or more 
initiatives. He added 
that the department 
will to partner with 
organizers to lend sup-
port where possible. 
Manpower will also be 
made available via the 
Volunteer Corps.

For more information 
visit the department 
located at the Cable 
Building on Cayon 
Street or telephone 467-
1393 or 662-6054.

Volunteer Corps members will be available to assist with projects.

Members of the Mol-Phil Explorers Group plant trees in 
their community

St. Kitts national cricket team
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Two Independence Day babies 
born Sept. 19 in JNF Hospital

Two babies were born 
on Sept. 19 and dur-
ing future years will be 
able to enjoy St. Kitts 
and Nevis Independence 
Days on their birthdays. 
Both babies were born 
at the Joseph Nathaniel 
France (JNF) General 
Hospital.

Anais Perez, a girl, 
was born at 5:07 a.m. 
to Alisha Perez and 
Jorge Perez; and later in 
the day, Dylan Abdiel 
Florian, a boy was 
born at 12:22 p.m. to 
Meydelin Moria and fa-
ther, Alexi Florian.

Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris joined both cou-
ples and their new-born 
babies at the Joseph N. 
France General Hospital 
to welcome their new 
family members.  
On Independence Day 

it is traditional for 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris to visit the 
Maternity Ward of the 
JNF Hospital to greet any 
baby born on that day 
and his or her parents.  

Dr. Harris was accompa-
nied by the Honourable 
Wendy Phipps, Minister 
of State within the 
Ministry of Health. They 
were escorted through 
the Maternity Ward by 
Nurse Manager, Danielle 

Christmas-Wiggins, to 
meet baby Perez. 

“In this the great day of 
our nation, we expect 
great things to come 
from her so I con-
gratulate the father and 

the mother and wish 
them well,” said Prime 
Minister Harris, as he 
presented the just few 
hours old baby to her 
father. 

Following custom, 

both babies will re-
ceive two presentations 
from the Office of the 
Prime Minister as part 
of the Independence 
celebrations

First Independence Day baby Anais Perez with (L-R) Alisha Perez, Hon. PM Harris, 
Jorge Perez, Hon. Wendy Phipps, and Nurse Danielle Christmas-Wiggins

Second baby, (Front Row L-R) Alexi Florian; Meydelin 
Moria; Back Row: Director of Health Institutions, Sonia 
Daly-Finley; Assistant Nurse Manager Sharon Bussue
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United adds mid-week Newark 
to St. Kitts non-stop flights

A significant increase 
in northeast US passen-
gers flying into St. Kitts 
and Nevis is expected 
after United Airlines 
announced it will soon 
add a second twice-
weekly, non-stop flight 
from its Newark Liberty 
International Airport 
hub into St. Kitts (SKB).

The seasonal flights 
will operates Jan. 9–
March 6, 2019, with 
a total of nine round-
trip, non-stop flights on 
Wednesdays to St. Kitts 
and Nevis. The addi-
tion of these flights will 
complement the car-
rier’s existing Saturday 
service.

“The addition of a mid-
week flight by United 
Airlines marks yet an-
other historic first for 
St. Kitts this year,” said 
Minister of Tourism, 

International Trade, 
Industry and Commerce 
Lindsay F.P. Grant.

“I could not be more 
pleased to welcome 
this additional service,” 
Grant said. “This in-
creases the available 
options for visitors and 
Diaspora to get to the 
island during the peak 
travel season from the 
New York metropolitan 
area, which is our pri-
mary source market for 
arrivals.”

Having a Wednesday 
flight adds more flex-
ibility for travellers’ 
vacation planning and 
provides increased ca-
pacity during the pe-
riod when demand is 
highest.

United first began 
serving St. Kitts in 
December 2015 and 

continues to oper-
ate non-stop Saturday 
flights from Newark.

This expansion of 
United’s fights comes 
after its 2016 introduc-
tion of Saturday service 
between the airline’s 
New York/Newark 
gateway airport, Liberty 
International Airport 
(EWR) and St. Kitts.

When United intro-
duced that service, 
Minister of Tourism and 
Minister of Aviation the 
Hon. Mark Brantley 
said, “We are extremely 
pleased that United 
Airlines has added to 
its roster of flights to St. 
Kitts and Nevis. This 
extension of United’s 
service will significant-
ly increase capacity into 
the Federation from the 
New York metro area, 
a primary market for 

visitors to St. Kitts and 
Nevis.”

At that time United 
began operating 50 
percent more flights be-
tween EWR and SKB.

United’s flights comple-
ment existing non-stop 
airlift into St. Kitts from 

North America, provid-
ing more convenient 
options for travel to St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

Newark Airport is also a 
major international hub 
to which flights arrive 
carrying tourists from 
Europe and Asia. The 
new schedule will make 

it easier for these inter-
national tourists to con-
nect in Newark to travel 
to St. Kitts and Nevis.

Upon landing in St. 
Kitts, travellers can 
make a seamless ant 
enjoyable transfer to 
take a 10-minute ferry 
to Nevis.

NHLDC planning new 
St James housing 

development

By Monique Washington 

With the official open-
ing of Nevis’ newest 
housing development, 
Cedar View Housing, 
the Nevis Housing and 
Land Development 
Cooperation (NHLDC) 
will be looking to ex-
pand existing housing 
development and cre-
ate a new one named 
University Heights in 
St. James.

On Sept. 20, NHLDC 
opened the 5.93acre 
housing development, 
which consist of 31 res-
idences subdivided in 
5,000 and 6,226 square 
foot lots in Maddens 
Village, St. James. 
NHLDC secured a $10 
million loan from the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Social 
Security. The cost of 
the homes range from 
$180,000- $314,000.

After the ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony, The 
Observer spoke with the 
Chairman of NHLCD 
Hon Alexis Jeffers, who 
noted the continuation 
of Cedar View Housing 
Development Phase 2 
will begin later this year, 
along with the ground-
breaking ceremony for 
University Heights

“We will have the 
ground-breaking cer-
emony for University 
Heights,” Jeffers said. 

“The roads are already 
being marked; the sur-
veys are being done to 
put in the roads and the 
lots are also being sub-
divided. By November 
we should be cutting 
roads and putting in 
electricity and water.”

University Height will 
be geared towards stu-
dents who return to the 
island after studying at a 
university.

Jeffers said private lands 
may be purchased to 
establish a housing de-
velopment in St. Pauls 
Charlestown.

“We are negotiating to 
purchase some private 
land in the Hamilton 
area to provide housing 
for persons in St. Pauls 
or Charlestown. Those 
lands will be a little bit 
more expensive than 
the price at which we 
would normally sell our 
governments-owned 
lands,” Jeffers said.

He added that in the near 
future. Cherry Garden 
will have an additional 
15 to 20 houses.

The Observer asked 
the chairman when the 
NHLDC will begin 
funding its own hous-
ing project instead of 
borrowing from lending 
agencies.

“The money that we 

secured from Social 
Security allows us to 
continue with a some-
what robust housing 
program throughout 
the all of next year and 
beyond,” Jeffers re-
sponded. “I believe that 
after this particular loan 
expires or is completely 
used up, we should have 
returns on a monthly 
basis. If we manage 
our resources properly, 
those will be savings 
that should accumulate 
over the years to come.” 

Jeffers explained that 
the application process 
to purchase a home 
from the NHLDC is 
easy. He noted that 
the NHLDC does not 
“stock pile” homes and 
that a house is built only 
when an applicant be-
comes successful.

“First step, come with 
the down payment, the 
application is passed 
on to Credit Union and 
then they go through the 
qualification process” 
he explained.

The NHLDC has built 
housing develop-
ments at Hardtimes, 
Prospect#1, Cherry 
Gardens, New River, 
Butlers, Eden Brown, 
Nisbet Settlement, 
Colquhouns Estate, 
Stoney Grove, Cotton 
Ground, Craddock 
Road and New River.
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