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 “I am happy that this part  

of the process has  

been completed.

LOCAL NewS

Former Supervisor of Elections Wingrove George

George  loses 

appeal;  DPP 

ready  for 

next  step

By Staff Reporter

Former acting Supervisor 
of Elections, Wingrove 
George, has lost his ap-
peal seeking leave to ap-
ply for judicial review, 
and the Director of Public 
Prosecutions (DPP) 
Valston Graham is now 
seeking to take the matter 
to the High Court.

George was the acting 
Supervisor of Elections 
when elections were held 
in St. Christopher and 
Nevis on 16th February 
2015, and had abruptly 
ended the announcement 
of results after it was 
believed the incumbent 
St. Kitts-Nevis Labour 
Party had lost office. 
It was alleged that Mr. 
George, whilst acting as 
Supervisor of Elections, 
failed to carry out his 
duty to ensure that the 
results of the election for 
constituency number 4 
and constituency number 
6 were announced in a 
timely manner.

In 2017, he was arrested 
and charged with two of-
fences of misconduct in 
public office. The charges 

related to the said 2015 
elections. He applied to 
the High Court for leave 
to apply for judicial re-
view of the decisions of 
the Director of Public 
Prosecutions in prefer-
ring the charges against 
him, and the magistrate in 
issuing a warrant for his 
arrest. 

The application for leave 
to apply for judicial re-
view was refused and the 
learned judge awarded 
costs to the respondents to 
be assessed if not agreed 
within 21 days. George 
then appealed to the Court 
of Appeal. 

His arguments were three-
fold: contending that as 
the charges related to of-
fences alleged to have 
been committed during 
the election time and in 
the course of an election, 
the peculiar and exclusive 
nature of the election ju-
risdiction meant that the 

charges could only have 
been brought pursuant to 
the election jurisdiction of 
the court; 

or, alternatively, pursuant 
to the National Assembly 
Elections Act and there-
fore by way of an election 
petition, the charges could 
not be brought under the 

common law jurisdiction 
of the court as the com-
mon law was not incor-
porated into the election 
jurisdiction and the court 
cannot expand the elec-
tion jurisdiction to include 
common law offences 
and the trial judge should 
have allowed leave to 
file an action for judicial 
review, as it would have 
been appropriate in the 
circumstances to resolve 
an issue of law and there-
by save time and expense 
by determining that there 
was no realistic prospect 
of success of the charges, 
since Mr. George had no 

duty to announce the re-
sults of elections in the 
media and there was no 
evidence before the court 
of any directive from the 
Electoral Commission for 
him to do so.

The Appeal Court in a 
judgement released July 
30, dismissed the appeal 

in part, allowing the ap-
peal in relation to cost 
in the court below; and 
making an order that each 
party bear its own cost in 
the appeal.

“The election jurisdiction 
is a very limited jurisdic-
tion which relates to the 
validity of the election of 
members of Parliament/
the National Assembly. 
The principles which ap-
ply to the election juris-
diction do not apply to 
every matter or conduct 
related to an election. 
While the charges against 
Mr. George are related to 

conduct during an elec-
tion of members to the 
National Assembly, they 
do not, in any way, have 
the potential to affect the 
validity of the election 
of those members. The 
proceedings brought by 
the DPP do not therefore 
engage the election juris-
diction of the court and 
accordingly the principles 
applicable to the election 
jurisdiction do not apply.”

The applicability of the 
common law offence of 
misconduct in public of-
fice to St. Christopher 
and Nevis has not been 
expressly repealed by 
the Elections Act or any 
other Act of Parliament, 
and that “the charges for 
the offence of misconduct 
in public office could be 
brought pursuant to the 
common law, and the 
learned judge was open 
to find that the proposed 
judicial review action had 
no arguable ground with 
a reasonable prospect of 
success.”

It further added that it 
would be appropriate for 
the matter to be resolved 
by way of judicial review. 

“However, in his 

application for leave, Mr. 
George first had to satisfy 
the court that his argument 
on the applicability of the 
Elections Act and the 
election jurisdiction and 
the resultant alleged inva-
lidity of the charges had 
a reasonable prospect of 
success, which he failed 
to do. Further, whether 
Mr. George breached 
any duties, if such duties 
existed, is an evidentiary 
matter to be determined in 
the criminal court and the 
judicial review process 
is not appropriate to deal 
with such matters as there 
are alternative remedies.”

DPP Graham in an invit-
ed comment to this pub-
lication said that he will 
move rapidly to take the 
matter to the next stage.

 “I am happy that this part 
of the process has been 
completed. Mr. George 
exercised his right to 
challenge the decision 
to prosecute him, even if 
I think it was hopeless it 
was still his right. I will 
now move with haste in 
taking this matter to the 
High Court, as much time 
has elapsed.”
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By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis, Mark 
Brantley, has made it 
clear that though funds 
had been allocated to-
wards some capital proj-
ects, it does not mean that 
the government has the 
money in hand, though 
some monies were grant-
ed by the Sugar Industry 
Diversification Fund 
(SIDF).

The multimillion-dollar 
Alexandra Hospital proj-
ect has “slowed down” 
due to the economic 
slowdown caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic

Speaking at his monthly 
press conference Brantley 
said that the EC$20 
million dollars for the 
Alexandra Hospital ex-
pansion project was never 
money in hand.

“When we say funds 
are allocated it does not 
mean that the funds are 
sitting down in a draw 
waiting for that project. 
So just because we say 
that $20 million dollars 
is allocated this year for 
the hospital, if things 
go wrong - as they have 
gone horribly wrong with 
COVID-19 - we may not 

be able to meet that target, 
because we are funding a 
lot of these projects from 
revenue,” he said.

During the ground break-
ing of the Hospital Project 
in 2017, it was revealed 
that the project is being 
funded by a EC$4.5 mil-
lion grant by the Sugar 
Industry Diversification 
Fund, EC$4.5 million 
loan from the SIDF, other 
investors and the Nevis 
Island Administration. 
The project will be in 
two phases, with the first 
phase scheduled to take a 
year.

The expansion is to in-
clude Physiotherapy 
Wing, the Pediatric 
Isolation Wing and the 
Laboratory Wing, a state-
of-the-art operating the-
atre, expanded diagnostic 
capacity in the form of 
a new laboratory, and 
radiology departments 
with cat-scan services 
and specific lab areas 
for cytology, histology - 
which is useful in cancer 
diagnoses, a newly con-
structed dialysis unit and 
additional private ward 
facilities also form part of 
this project.

Clive Evelyn and Edrick 

Pemberton are the build-
ing contractors, electri-
cians Glen Byron and 
Davion Frasier, plumb-
ers Noel Williams and 
Wilcent Grant, Air con-
ditioning contractors 
Gaspree and the Finished 
Touched.
In addressing the 
Observer, Brantley con-
tinued by noting that cap-
ital projects are funded 
from proceeds that the 
government gets. 

“So it is not a question as 
to whether money was 
allocated. Some of these 
capital projects we had to 
put them on hold or slow 
down,” he said.  

Government projects that 
have been put on hold 
or slowed down are the 
Oualie Pier second phases 
and the Newcastle Police 
Station.

The Premier had previ-
ously announced that the 
government will forego 
some capital projects and 
focus resources on agri-
culture to ensure greater 
food security.

Brantley: 

   Allocation 

     of funds 

     doesn’t mean 

      money in hand
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The Christena Memoriam 

EDItorIAl

eDITORIAL

Perhaps it was the absence of Culturama this year.  Perhaps 

it was the special edition of the Nevis House of Assembly, in 

which all former and current heads of government took part.  Or 

perhaps it was the year was very poignant.

In the House sitting, while the other leaders talked around the 

issues, it was Joseph Parry who made us sit up and listen, and 

in so doing, almost brought us to tears!  He explained, as never 

before, the impact of the sinking of the ferry on the economy 

and society of Nevis (and on St Kitts  and perhaps Anguilla too) 

– and the pshyche of Nevisians.

Many of the survivors recounted their stories of survival; almost 

each one had a variation from the other. Ossie chronicled his and 

it is perhaps the best known, with the definitive text to date is 
that recorded by Whitman Browne.   We have no doubt that they 

are all true stories, but perhaps the full truth of the disaster may 

lie in all of the stories combined, as well as the accounts of the 

responders and the provenance of the boat itself. 

Like the Black Lives Matter movement in the USA, the 50th 

anniversary of the sinking of the MV Christena requires much 

introspection.  Such introspection must include the consideration 

that more citizens/nationals  perished in the Christena disaster 

than those citizens/nationals who died in the two world wars. 

That introspection must force us to ask why there is no memo-

rial to the disaster on St. Kitts and to advocate for one as a mat-

ter of urgency.

It is not by accident that there are two memorials dedicated to 

the event in Nevis; most of the travelers on that fateful voyage 

– and thus most of those who perished and those who survived 

– were from Nevis.  It was also a deliberate and noteworthy act 

that the current Premier, Hon Mark Brantley, announced the ad-

ditional initiatives of a maritime scholarship, a swimming fund 

and a research foundation. 

The Observer Newspaper joins with people everywhere in 
recognizing the struggles of nationals everywhere and in com-

memorating the lives that were affected by this tragedy.  We take 

comfort in the resilience of our people who have risen to the 

task of nation building.

We have come a long, long way.  May God continue to bless us 

all.
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Dr. laws explains rationale 

for curfew
By Loshaun Dixon

Although there is only one 
active case of COVID-19 
in St. Kitts and Nevis, a 
rationale is being given 
as to why there is still 

a nightly curfew in the 
federation.

Having successfully 
fought the first major 
wave of COVID-19, the 
federation started the 

process of getting back to 
normal since May, but the 
nightly curfew has yet to 
be repealed. Many in the 
public had questioned the 
reason for the curfew if 
there was control over the 

virus.

The curfew starts at 12:00 
am and ends at 4:59 
am, each day, but Chief 
Medical Officer Dr. Hazel 
Laws is giving the reason 
behind the curfew despite 
officials having the virus 
under control in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

Dr. Laws said the non-
pharmaceutical mea-
sures proven to contain 
COVID-19 include the 
wearing of the face mask, 
hand hygiene, appropri-
ate sanitization, cleaning 
commonly high touch sur-
faces, physical distancing 
and social distancing. She 
however indicated that 
the COVID-19 taskforce 
notes that compliance 
at present has reduced 
amongst the public and it 
is regrettable.

She explained why the 
nightly curfew was 
important.

“The Emergency Powers 
Regulations states that at 
present the curfew starts at 
midnight and goes to 4:59 
am each day. The curfew 
helps to enforce physi-
cal distancing and social 
distancing. Ultimately the 
curfew helps to limit the 
transmission of the virus.  

Dr. Laws gave an ex-
ample of how the curfew 

helps to limit the spread-
ing of the virus.

“Let us say I am on the 
strip, and I am exposed 
to someone who has the 
virus and I may have 
contracted it. If I am al-
lowed to stay on the strip 
until 5:00 am, the risk of 
me transmitting it or pass-
ing on the virus to others 
I am interacting with is 
increased. However, if I 
head home by midnight, 
the fact that I am home 
reduces the risk of my 
transmitting the virus.

 “The curfew helps us to 
reduce the transmission 
of the virus to a large 
number of persons.”

On Sunday, however, 
the Prime Minister an-
nounced that they may be 
reducing the night curfew 
by next weekend, as part 
of plans to further reopen 
the Federation.

“We are contemplating 
for next weekend we 
shall go down to 2:00 am. 
At least you will have a 
bit more time, because 
we know how time can 
fly, and some people re-
ally enjoy late dinners, 
and so we want you to go 
out, enjoy yourself, but 
at the same time mini-
mize the risks by wearing 
your masks, sanitize your 
hands, and do all those 

things, because you see 
now that the response to 
Covid-19 is really com-
mon sense.”

Prime Minister Harris 
made the announcement 
when he addressed wor-
shippers at the Temple in 
Dieppe Bay, where he had 
led leadership and mem-
bership of the Peoples 
Labour Party (PLP) for 
praise and worship. 

Dr. Harris implored the 
congregation to “Protect 
yourselves” as St. Kitts 
and Nevis along with the 
rest of the world continue 
to grapple with the virus.

 “Put on the mask, the 
cloth, for as long as you 
can. I know it can be dif-
ficult – sometimes you 
feel like it is stifling you. 
You take it off a little bit, 
some people will talk, but 
you are preserving your 
life. But for as long as you 
can, you endure it. You 
are only really required to 
do it when you go out in 
public. At home you are 
okay, and that is to protect 
you and to protect others 
around you by the wear-
ing of the mask, and the 
insistence on sanitisation.

“And I want to remind us, 
even though we have been 
blessed and favoured, not 
to take the pandemic for 
granted – it is still there.” 

 “For rENt” 
 

OFFICe / STORe SPACe

LOweR COLLeGe STReeT

GROUND FLOOR

GOOD SeCURITY

465 2183/465 2506

BUSINeSS HOURS  

PeTeR COURY / DAVID COURY & CO LTD
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By Loshaun Dixon

A young man in St. Kitts 
and Nevis has taken up 
the challenge to ensure 
the legacy of fife mu-
sic remains alive in the 
Federation.

In times past, during 
Christmas, carnival and 
Culturama, fife music 
would go along with the 
popular big drum. One 
of the greatest fifers from 
the Federation was Nevis’ 
David Freeman, who is 
credited with being the 
maestro of the fife.
Twenty-four-year old 
Giving Isaac, from 
College Street Ghaut in 
Basseterre, is taking the 
challenge of wanting to 
keep the fife tradition 
alive.

Isaac is currently fife in-
structor at the Traditional 
Music Workshop, where 
he teaches the students to 
play and make the fife out 
of PVC pipes.

He said he learnt to play 
the instrument from a Mr. 
Pollock from Saddlers. 
who also taught him how 
to make the fife at the 

first Traditional Music 
Workshop.

“I have been to the first 
workshop Zack ever had 
in 2007, and was one of 
the first. Over the years I 
elevated; I had my own 
band and we used to go 
around and play for mon-
ey. I also play the fife for 
Huggins masquerade dur-
ing carnival times and 
when they play out.”

Isaac admitted that the 
fife is no longer one of 
the more popular instru-
ments, but was positive 
on being able to impart his 
knowledge on a younger 
generation.

“Over the years with the 
fife, a lot of young people 
look down on it. I had 
other friends who went to 
the workshop in 2007 and 
didn’t keep it up. The fife 
is a very important tool. 
This fife, we cannot let 
it die out. We had great 
fifers, and right now I am 
in charge and it will not 
die out.”

He said he also teaches 
the children how to make 
the fife, but takes precau-
tions so they don’t get 

burnt.

“I don’t want them to 
get burnt and go home 
injured, so I have to take 
precautions with what I 
am doing. I will bore the 
holes and let them sand it 
and put in their own cork 
and tune it.”

As to what inspires him 
to step up to this chal-
lenge, he credits the work 
of his father, guitarist 
Joaf Payne. “My father 
is the famous guitarist 
Joaf Payne who played in 
many bands, and he told 
me that respect takes you 
around the world. I am 
just trying to do the same 
thing and keep up that 
positive energy.”

This programme is a one-
month workshop and 
is in its 14th year. This 
year it started on Monday 
27th July and will end 
Saturday 22nd August. 
It is hosted by Cultural 
Preservationist Winston 
‘Zack’ Nisbett at his 
H i s to r i ca l /Cu l tu ra l 
Library and Museum in 
Buckley’s Estate. About 
one dozen students are at-
tending the workshop.

LOCAL NewS

Giving Isaac

Young man 

aiming to keep

 fife traditions  
alive
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By Loshaun Dixon

With the prevention of 
COVID-19 still in the 
national forefront, Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO) 
Dr. Hazel Laws, is sound-
ing a warning that another 
disease can become prev-
alent if precautions are 
not taken 

Dr. Laws has advised that 
dengue can become a 
new worry, as recent con-
ditions have led to more 
mosquito presence.

The CMO said that pre-
vention of dengue should 
now also be a priority 
of the nation - to avoid 
an outbreak during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Over the past week we 
have noted an increase 
in rainfall, and with rain 
comes mosquitoes. There 
has been an increase in 
the number of mosqui-
toes circulating, and we 
need to be very aware of 
the need of us preventing 
dengue.”

She said the season for 
mosquito breeding is 
now.

“We are already in a 
COVID-19 pandemic 

that is unprecedented, and 
we really do not want to 
add a dengue outbreak 
to that. This is the season 
with the highest circula-
tion of dengue.”

Dr. Laws explained that 
dengue was an illness 
caused by a virus that is 
spread through the bite of 
an infected Aedes species 
mosquito.

“The mosquitoes that 
spread dengue usually 
bite during the day and 
night, and also spread two 
other diseases in Zika and 
Chikungunya.”

 The CMO also reminded 
of some ways to prevent 
dengue by preventing the 
possibility of mosquitoes 
breeding.

“We need to protect our 
babies and children and 
make sure they are prop-
erly attired.”

She said there is also a re-
sponsibility to stop mos-
quitoes from laying eggs.

“We need to be wise and 
be diligent, in removing 
standing water where 
mosquitoes could lay 
eggs.”

Dr. Laws gave recom-
mendations on the most 
effective ways to stop the 
insects from breeding.

“We are recommend-
ing that at least once per 
week you need to care-
fully empty and scrub all 
those containers that hold 
water – tyres, buckets, 
planters, toys...be mind-
ful and take care of your 
pools, bird baths, flower 
pots and trash containers. 
Use screens on your win-
dows and doors, and use 
regular insect sprays to 
control mosquitoes.”

She urged caution, and re-
iterated that the pandemic 
will make another disease 
outbreak difficult. 
“Let’s be careful and pre-
vent dengue in the context 
of COVID-19.”

Dengue fever is a mos-
quito-borne tropical 
disease caused by the 
dengue virus. Symptoms 
typically begin three to 
fourteen days after infec-
tion. These may include 
a high fever, headache, 
vomiting, muscle and 
joint pains, and a charac-
teristic skin rash.

LOCAL NewS

Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Hazel Laws

CMo  warns  about  

dengue  as  

rainfall

increases
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By Petra Mc Sheene

The St. Christopher 
National Trust last 
Saturday (August 1) 
opened an exhibition to 
commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the MV 
Christena disaster.

In her opening remarks, 
Executive Director of the 
St. Christopher National 
Trust, Rhyllis Percival 
said that in 2018, the 
Trust was given the chal-
lenge by its President, 
Schneidman Warner, of 
mounting an exhibition 
on the Christena Disaster, 
and the challenge was ac-
cepted and completed. 

Percival informed the au-
dience that the exhibition 
will be on display for a 
few months, as they want 
everyone to come and see 
it, as well as take the op-
portunity to donate to the 
Trust. 
Percival took time to ex-
press thanks to Othniel 
Heyliger for building the 
centrepiece, as well as to 
Joseph Herbert and his 
team who constructed 
a replica of the MV 

Christena. 

Trust President Warner 
spoke passionately about 
the fact that there was 
nothing to commemo-
rate the memory of 230 
Kittitians and Nevisians 
who lost their lives on 
August 1, 1970, but there 
is an obelisk commemo-
rating 26 men who died 
defending the King of 
England and his empire 
in World Wars I and II. 

“We have nothing on 
St. Kitts commemorat-
ing 230 Kittitians and 
Nevisians who died that 
day through a combina-
tion of fate, negligence 
and incompetence. 
Regardless of why those 
people died, they deserve 
to be remembered and 
honoured,” Warner stated 
about the victims of the 
disaster.

He further pointed out the 
fact that there is no teach-
ing in the schools about 
what happened on August 
1, 1970, and that there is 
nothing being done about 
the ordinary men and 
women, boys and girls 
who died that day. 

“Let this be our emanci-
pation from this blight on 
our memories. We must 
do something about it. If 
you go to the Springfield 
Cemetery, there is no in-
dication that many people 
have been dumped into a 
mass grave.”

A moment of silence 
was observed at 4:10pm, 
the approximate time at 
which the Christena sank, 
and the names of survi-
vors and victims were 
read aloud. 

Popular radio personality, 
Junie Liburd, informed 
the audience that at the 
time of the disaster, he 
was in Antigua and when 
he got the call, he was 
asked to come straight 
back home. Liburd said 
that upon arriving at the 
pier, there were bodies 
already there, and others 
were being brought in. He 
stated that it was ghastly, 
and there was a lot of fear 
and anxiety. 

Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris described 
the disaster as the worst 
to ever hit our country, 
and the worst maritime 

disaster to hit the Eastern 
Caribbean in modern 
times.  He stated that the 
casualty figures repre-
sented mothers, fathers, 
daughters, sons, brothers 
and sisters, cousins and 
friends who played a cen-
tral role in their family’s 
economic security and 
emotional stability. 

Many of the persons 
who were on-board that 
day included Nevisians 
who were going home 
after a week of working 
in St. Kitts, along with 
Kittitians who were trav-
elling to Nevis to lime 
and watch horse racing 
and other activities in the 
company of friends and 
family. 

Prime Minister Harris 
said that the nation owes 
a debt of gratitude to the 
heroes who spared many 
others from becoming 
orphaned on August 1, 
1970. 

“Some of the heroes in-
clude Frank Matthew 
Tyson, the captain’s first 
mate; Dolcita Brown who 
used a bag of breadfruits 
to help Edna Brown 

survive; Rupert Wade 
and Earl Parris who were 
travelling in a fishing boat 
and were able to rescue 
the first passengers who 
fell overboard. Rupert 
Wade summoned the Sea 
Hunter whose first mate 
Winston Skeete was still 
on-board docking the 
boat for the night.” 

Prime Minister Harris 
further stated that the 
survivors were taken to 
the Alexandria Hospital 
in Nevis where some 
were discharged and 
some were admitted. Dr. 
Kennedy Simmonds was 
the young medical doctor 
to treat the first survivors, 
and the doctor that took 
over that day was the late 
Dr. Cuthbert Sebastian. 
Thirteen years later, Dr. 
Simmonds would be 
sworn in as the first Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, and is now the na-
tion’s only living National 
Hero. Twenty-six years 
later, Dr. Sebastian would 
be sworn in as Governor 
General. 

“Neither Dr. Simmonds 
nor Dr. Sebastian knew 
what the future would 

bring.  One of the les-
sons therefore is that 
each of us must do the 
best we can, whatever the 
circumstances.”

Prime Minister Harris 
endorsed the mounting 
of the Christena Disaster 
Exhibition and made a 
commitment that in the 
next budget, $25,000 
would be set aside for the 
next exhibition and will 
continue to do so each 
year. He also pledged 
that the Team Unity gov-
ernment will properly 
establish an appropriate 
memorial in honour 
of those who perished. 
Harris further pledged 
$2M EC dollars towards 
the restoration of the 
National Trust building.

“We have always been 
supportive of this trust 
and museum, and we will 
continue to do so, for we 
appreciate the invaluable 
work that it is doing and 
can do in ensuring our 
people find hope and in-
spiration through the lives 
of others.” 

National  trust  Mounts  
Christena  Exhibition
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Concerns  

over CoVID-19  

impact on private 

Early  Childhood 

entities

By Monique Washington

Concerns have been 
raised by the Premier 
of Nevis, Hon. Mark 
Brantley, on the impact 
that regulations linked to 
COVID-19 will have on 
privately-owned Early 
Childhood establish-
ments, as it relates to 
reopening.

All Schools, Pre-schools 
and Nurseries were 
closed in March due to the 
pandemic. In July, Early 
Childhood Development 
Centres on Nevis had 
been given the green 
light to reopen. However, 
they must first be certi-
fied compliant with new 
COVID-19 protocols.

The new protocols in-
clude physical distancing 
and temperature screen-
ing. Physical distanc-
ing requirement dictates 
that 31 square feet per 
child for pre-schoolers 
and 40 square feet per 
infant must be observed 
indoors. Arrival and de-
parture screening proto-
cols stipulate mandatory 
temperature checks upon 
arrival for staff and chil-
dren, and sanitization sta-
tions. Supervisors must 
keep a written schedule 
for sanitizing frequently 
touched surfaces such as 
tables, chairs, cots and 
toys, and floors must be 
mopped three times daily.

Brantley said that he was 
particularly concerned 
about the private sector 
early childhood centres, 
because while the gov-
ernment has the ability to 
maneuver in a particular 
way, the private entities 
do not. 

“Because they charge per 
child, per month as the 
case may be, if suddenly 
they are told that they had 
30 children and now they 
can only have 15, then 
their revenue stream is cut 
significantly, their ability 
to stay open is impacted. 

“I propose to meet with 
them and see what we 
can do to assist those 
from the early childhood 
centres, and see whether 
or not we have any space 
available to assist them, 
because they are provid-
ing a critical service. But 
we do recognize that the 
new requirements would 
generate some hardship 
for them,” he said.

The Observer spoke with 
Nursery and Pre-school 
owner Naomi Douglas, 
who agreed that the pri-
vate institutions will be 
impacted financially.
“The biggest impact will 
be financial. If you have 
less children then you 
have less money or you 
will have to increase your 
fees. At the same time, 
there are all the things 

that you have to buy. You 
have to get the infrared 
thermometer. One costs 
$200. You would need 
more cleaning stuff, be-
cause you have to clean 
more often,” she said.

She noted that the number 
of children she normally 
was allowed to provide 
for has been cut in half, 
and because of this, there 
will be less staff. She add-
ed that in order to reopen, 
one will have to reapply 
to offer the services, then 
they have to be  inspected 
as to how the setup will 
be, and then the task force 
will come and see if you 
are ready.

Brantley said that that 
they are aware of the 
concerns, and with the 
current social distancing 
requirements, the space 
that was used before will 
no longer be available, 
“so everybody has been 
affected”.

Brantley noted that when 
it comes to the Public 
Schools, “the technical 
people have already come 
up with some number, 
and what they are say-
ing is that some places 
can still hold the same 
number. Some can hold 
a few more, because they 
are not fully utilized, but 
the majority will actually 
have to hold less. We are 
even now looking for 
new space,” he said. 
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Dillion Whyte’s killers 

still on the loose

By Petra Mc Sheene”

Dillion Whyte’s killers 
still on the loose

By Monique Washington 

The assailants who 
shot and killed 24-year-
old Dillion Whyte on 

Tuesday night are still 
on the loose. Whyte had 
recently moved to Nevis 
from St Kitts. 

According to a Police 
Press Release, “at about 8 
p.m. on August 4 at Stuart 
Williams Drive, Whyte 
was sitting outside in a 

yard when unknown as-
sailants shot him about 
his body. He was pro-
nounced dead at the scene 
by the District Medical 

Doctor. The Crime Scene 
Department processed 
the scene and items of 
evidential value were 
collected”.

Whyte is the second ho-
micide recorded in Nevis 
this year. The first was 
Jevon Brandy, whose 
body was found lying 

along the roadside in 
Nugent Heights in March. 
His death was ruled a ho-
micide, as apparent gun-
shot marks were seen on 

the body.

Whyte’s death takes the 
homicide tally in the 
Federation to seven - Five 

in St Kitts and two in 
Nevis 

The Police are making 
an appeal to anyone who 

might have any informa-
tion in relation to this in-
cident to call the Violent 
Crimes Unit (Nevis) at 
469-5269, 668-0636 

or their nearest Police 
Station. Investigations 
into the matter are 
ongoing.

the Police are making an appeal to anyone who might 

have any information in relation to this incident to call 

the Violent Crimes Unit (Nevis) at 469-5269, 668-0636 or 

their nearest Police Station. Investigations into the mat-

ter are ongoing.

LOCAL NewS
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Ground 

breaking  

done  for new  

tVEt  wing   

in  Nevis 
Federal Education minister Hon Jonel Powell and NIA Junior Minister 

Hon Troy Liburd breaking ground at site for TVET wing in Nevis

LOCAL NewS

By Monique Washington

The ground has officially 
been broken, signaling 
the commencement of 
construction for an US$8 
million Technical and 
Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) 
wing at the Gingerland 
Secondary School.

The groundbreaking 
ceremony was held on 
Thursday (August 6) at 
the site for the new wing.  

Federal Minister of 
Education Jonel Powell 
said that the TVET project 
is designed to bring about 
further positive changes 
to the educational land-
scape in the federation.

“This project will result in 
revolutionizing the way 
we think of education 
here in St Kitts and Nevis. 
No longer can we think of 
education in the tradition-
al sense of being success-
ful in CXC examinations. 
At this junction of our 
national development, it 
must become second na-
ture for all of our people 
to develop a skill, or tal-
ent, or an ability, or the 
capacity that will make 
us capable of just sitting 
CXC examinations,” he 
said.

Powell pointed out that 
the TVET project is an ini-
tiative of the Government 
of St Kitts and Nevis. The 
project, he said, is funded 
jointly by the Caribbean 
Development Bank, the 
Government of St Kitts 
and Nevis and the Nevis 
Island Administration, to 
the tune of US$8 million.

“The project resides 
within the Ministry of 
Education, with the 
TVET Secretariat as the 
execution agency for this 
project. This project is 
destined for greatness,” 
he said. 

Powell said that the 
TVET programme will 
help citizens not only gain 
a skill and become mar-
ketable, but also become 
self-employable.

 “The TVET project is de-
signed so that programme 
in our schools and in our 
colleges are fit for the 
purposes of our present 
and future generation of 
students. It therefore be-
comes our mandate to en-
sure that our new national 
curriculum, that is being 
written, is fit for purpose 
by being responsive and 
relevant to the new, com-
petitive global economy,” 
he said. 

According to Darius 
Cumberbatch, Consultant 
from FDL Consultants 
out of St. Lucia, designers  
of the new TVET wing, 
they are committed to 
moving this project along. 
He highlighted what the 
new building will feature.

“The building is a two-
storey reinforced concrete 
structure. On the ground 
floor we will be building 
the technology room, one 
general classroom, wash-
room and storage room. 
The first floor will be the 
technical drawing class-
room, and electronic and 
technical room.” 

He also noted that the 
building is designed to 
withstand earthquakes 
and hurricanes, and will 
also be fully accessible 
for physically challenged 
users. 

Cumberbatch said that 
FDL will oversee the con-
struction of their design. 

“We recognize our re-
sponsibility is to facili-
tate the realization of a 
successful project of the 
highest quality standard 
and within budget,” he 
said.  
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By Petra Mc Sheene

Speaking on ‘Policing 
with you’ Thursday, 
Sgt. Trevon Richards, 
Sgt. Constance Rogers, 
head of the Special 
Victims Unit and Senior 
Investigator WPC Patrice 
Dore, focused on shar-
ing their knowledge and 
advice about issues of do-
mestic violence. 

Sgt. Rogers informed 
the public that because 
of the trauma associated 
with domestic violence, 
a broad definition was 
given to the term. 

“Domestic violence under 
the Domestic Violence 
Act is any conduct that 
results in physical, sexual 
and psychological suffer-
ing, threats of violence, 
coercion, deprivation of 
liberty, molestation, in-
timidation. Regardless of 

the nature or offence of 
the crime, these actions 
are against the law. They 
pose a serious threat to the 
health and safety of the 
victim,” Rogers informed 
the public.

Rogers also stated that 
these actions pose a seri-
ous breach of order and 
peace and will not be 
tolerated. The Special 
Victims Unit will en-
sure that reports of this 
nature are properly in-
vestigated with due sensi-
tivity, common sense and 
professionalism. 

Rogers pointed out the 
different forms of domes-
tic abuse, and was asked 
who can be perpetrators 
of domestic violence. He 
explained that domestic 
violence acts can be done 
by persons living in the 
same household, personal 
relationships, separated 

spouses and family mem-
bers, just to name a few. 
He further noted that 
some signs of domestic 
violence include isolation 
and hiding of bruises by 
long sleeves and shades 
being worn by the victim. 

When asked about some 
challenges that are faced 
when investigating do-
mestic violence cases, 
WPC Dore responded 
that when reports are 
made in the heat of the 
moment, there is a dif-
ficulty in following up 
with taking the matter to 
court. Dore further stated 
that some people, espe-
cially men, do not report 
incidents of domestic vio-
lence because of shame 
and stigma. 

“Another reason why 
people do not report 
cases is because of self-
blame. Persons are also 

reluctant on reporting 
cases because of fear of 
the abuser.” 

People were allowed to 
call in to the radio pro-
gramme and ask ques-
tions, to which the guests 
of the show responded. 
One particular caller 
asked the question as 
to whether a wife can 
be raped by a husband, 
to which Sgt. Rogers 

responded that according 
to the law, a wife cannot 
be raped by her husband, 
unless in the case of the 
husband aiding and abet-
ting persons to rape his 
wife. 

In her closing remarks, 
Sgt. Rogers stated that if 
one is in an abusive rela-
tionship, they must first 

recognize that they are a 
victim, accept that they 
not to blame, and seek 
help and support. 

Domestic Violence cases 
have seen an increase 
since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 
the federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and approxi-
mately 6-8 cases have 
been reported since the 
first lockdown in April.

LOCAL NewS

Police  Discuss  

Domestic  

Violence
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Steps to Christ          

Chapter 11—The Privilege of Prayer

Ellen G. White Writings

Through nature and 
revelation, through His 
providence, and by the 
influence of His Spirit, 
God speaks to us. But 
these are not enough; we 
need also to pour out our 
hearts to Him. In order 
to have spiritual life and 
energy, we must have 
actual relationship with 
our heavenly Father. Our 
minds may be drawn out 
toward Him; we may 
meditate upon His works, 
His mercies, His bless-
ings; but this is not, in the 
fullest sense, commun-
ing with Him. In order to 
commune with God, we 
must have something to 
say to Him concerning 
our actual life. 

Prayer is the opening of 
the heart to God as to a 
friend. Not that it is nec-
essary in order to make 
known to God what we 
are, but in order to enable 
us to receive Him. Prayer 
does not bring God down 
to us, but brings us up to 
Him. 

When Jesus was upon 
the earth, He taught His 
disciples how to pray. He 
directed them to present 
their daily needs before 
God, and to cast all their 
care upon Him. And the 
assurance He gave them 
that their petitions should 
be heard, is assurance 
also to us. 

Jesus Himself, while 
He dwelt among men, 
was often in prayer. 
Our Saviour identified 
Himself with our needs 
and weakness, in that He 
became a suppliant, a pe-
titioner, seeking from His 
Father fresh supplies of 
strength, that He might 
come forth braced for 
duty and trial. He is our 
example in all things. 

He is a brother in our 
infirmities, “in all points 
tempted like as we are;” 
but as the sinless one His 
nature recoiled from evil; 
He endured struggles 
and torture of soul in a 
world of sin. His human-
ity made prayer a neces-
sity and a privilege. He 
found comfort and joy 
in communion with His 
Father. And if the Saviour 
of men, the Son of God, 
felt the need of prayer, 
how much more should 
feeble, sinful mortals feel 
the necessity of fervent, 
constant prayer. 

Our heavenly Father 
waits to bestow upon us 
the fullness of His bless-
ing. It is our privilege to 
drink largely at the foun-
tain of boundless love. 
What a wonder it is that 
we pray so little! God is 
ready and willing to hear 
the sincere prayer of the 
humblest of His children, 
and yet there is much 
manifest reluctance on 
our part to make known 
our wants to God. What 
can the angels of heaven 
think of poor helpless hu-
man beings, who are sub-
ject to temptation, when 
God’s heart of infinite 
love yearns toward them, 
ready to give them more 
than they can ask or think, 
and yet they pray so little 
and have so little faith? 
The angels love to bow 
before God; they love to 
be near Him. They regard 
communion with God as 
their highest joy; and yet 
the children of earth, who 
need so much the help 
that God only can give, 
seem satisfied to walk 
without the light of His 
Spirit, the companion-
ship of His presence. 

The darkness of the evil 
one encloses those who 
neglect to pray. The 
whispered temptations of 

the enemy entice them to 
sin; and it is all because 
they do not make use of 
the privileges that God 
has given them in the 
divine appointment of 
prayer. Why should the 
sons and daughters of 
God be reluctant to pray, 
when prayer is the key in 
the hand of faith to un-
lock heaven’s storehouse, 
where are treasured the 
boundless resources of 
Omnipotence? Without 
unceasing prayer and 
diligent watching we are 
in danger of growing 
careless and of deviating 
from the right path. The 
adversary seeks continu-
ally to obstruct the way 
to the mercy seat, that we 
may not by earnest sup-
plication and faith obtain 
grace and power to resist 
temptation. 

There are certain condi-
tions upon which we may 
expect that God will hear 
and answer our prayers. 
One of the first of these 
is that we feel our need 
of help from Him. He has 
promised, “I will pour 
water upon him that is 
thirsty, and floods upon 
the dry ground.” Isaiah 
44:3. Those who hunger 
and thirst after righteous-
ness, who long after God, 
may be sure that they will 
be filled. The heart must 
be open to the Spirit’s 
influence, or God’s bless-
ing cannot be received. 

Our great need is itself 
an argument and pleads 
most eloquently in our 
behalf. But the Lord is 
to be sought unto to do 
these things for us. He 
says, “Ask, and it shall be 
given you.” And “He that 
spared not His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give 
us all things?” Matthew 
7:7; Romans 8:32. 
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If we regard iniquity in 
our hearts, if we cling 
to any known sin, the 
Lord will not hear us; 
but the prayer of the 
penitent, contrite soul is 
always accepted. When 
all known wrongs are 
righted, we may believe 
that God will answer our 
petitions. Our own merit 
will never commend us 
to the favor of God; it is 
the worthiness of Jesus 
that will save us, His 
blood that will cleanse 
us; yet we have a work to 
do in complying with the 
conditions of acceptance. 

Another element of pre-
vailing prayer is faith. 
“He that cometh to God 
must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder 
of them that diligently 
seek Him.” Hebrews 
11:6. Jesus said to His 
disciples, “What things 
soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, believe that ye re-
ceive them, and ye shall 
have them.” Mark 11:24. 
Do we take Him at His 
word? 

The assurance is broad 
and unlimited, and He is 
faithful who has prom-
ised. When we do not re-
ceive the very things we 
asked for, at the time we 
ask, we are still to believe 
that the Lord hears and 
that He will answer our 
prayers. We are so err-
ing and short-sighted that 
we sometimes ask for 
things that would not be 
a blessing to us, and our 
heavenly Father in love 
answers our prayers by 
giving us that which will 
be for our highest good—
that which we ourselves 
would desire if with vi-
sion divinely enlightened 
we could see all things 
as they really are. When 
our prayers seem not 
to be answered, we are 
to cling to the promise; 
for the time of answer-
ing will surely come, 
and we shall receive the 
blessing we need most. 
But to claim that prayer 
will always be answered 
in the very way and for 
the particular thing that 
we desire, is presump-
tion. God is too wise 

to err, and too good to 
withhold any good thing 
from them that walk up-
rightly. Then do not fear 
to trust Him, even though 
you do not see the im-
mediate answer to your 
prayers. Rely upon His 
sure promise, “Ask, and 
it shall be given you.” 

If we take counsel with 
our doubts and fears, or 
try to solve everything 
that we cannot see clear-
ly, before we have faith, 
perplexities will only in-
crease and deepen. But if 
we come to God, feeling 
helpless and dependent, 
as we really are, and in 
humble, trusting faith 
make known our wants 
to Him whose knowledge 
is infinite, who sees ev-
erything in creation, and 
who governs everything 
by His will and word, 
He can and will attend to 
our cry, and will let light 
shine into our hearts. 
Through sincere prayer 
we are brought into con-
nection with the mind of 
the Infinite. We may have 
no remarkable evidence 
at the time that the face 
of our Redeemer is bend-
ing over us in compas-
sion and love, but this is 
even so. We may not feel 
His visible touch, but His 
hand is upon us in love 
and pitying tenderness. 

When we come to ask 
mercy and blessing 
from God we should 
have a spirit of love and 
forgiveness in our own 
hearts. How can we pray, 
“Forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors,” 
and yet indulge an unfor-
giving spirit? Matthew 
6:12. If we expect our 
own prayers to be heard 
we must forgive others 
in the same manner and 
to the same extent as we 
hope to be forgiven. 

Perseverance in prayer 
has been made a condi-
tion of receiving. We 
must pray always if we 
would grow in faith and 
experience. We are to 

be “instant in prayer,” to 
“continue in prayer, and 
watch in the same with 
thanksgiving.” Romans 
12:12; Colossians 4:2. 
Peter exhorts believers to 
be “sober, and watch unto 
prayer.” 1 Peter 4:7. Paul 
directs, “In everything 
by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiv-
ing let your requests be 
made known unto God.” 
Philippians 4:6. “But 
ye, beloved,” says Jude, 
“praying in the Holy 
Ghost, keep yourselves 
in the love of God.” Jude 
20, 21. Unceasing prayer 
is the unbroken union of 
the soul with God, so that 
life from God flows into 
our life; and from our 
life, purity and holiness 
flow back to God. 
There is necessity for dil-
igence in prayer; let noth-
ing hinder you. Make 
every effort to keep open 
the communion between 
Jesus and your own soul. 
Seek every opportunity 
to go where prayer is 
wont to be made. Those 
who are really seeking 
for communion with God 
will be seen in the prayer 
meeting, faithful to do 
their duty and earnest and 
anxious to reap all the 
benefits they can gain. 
They will improve every 
opportunity of placing 
themselves where they 
can receive the rays of 
light from heaven. 

We should pray in the 
family circle, and above 
all we must not neglect 
secret prayer, for this is 
the life of the soul. It is 
impossible for the soul 
to flourish while prayer 
is neglected. Family or 
public prayer alone is 
not sufficient. In solitude 
let the soul be laid open 
to the inspecting eye of 
God. Secret prayer is 
to be heard only by the 
prayer-hearing God. No 
curious ear is to receive 
the burden of such peti-
tions. In secret prayer 
the soul is free from sur-
rounding influences, free 
from excitement. Calmly, 
yet fervently, will it reach 
out after God. Sweet 
and abiding will be the 
influence emanating 
from Him who seeth in 

secret, whose ear is open 
to hear the prayer arising 
from the heart. By calm, 
simple faith the soul 
holds communion with 
God and gathers to itself 
rays of divine light to 
strengthen and sustain it 
in the conflict with Satan. 
God is our tower of 
strength. 

Pray in your closet, and 
as you go about your 
daily labor let your heart 
be often uplifted to God. 
It was thus that Enoch 
walked with God. These 
silent prayers rise like 
precious incense be-
fore the throne of grace. 
Satan cannot overcome 
him whose heart is thus 
stayed upon God. 

There is no time or place 
in which it is inappropri-
ate to offer up a petition 
to God. There is nothing 
that can prevent us from 
lifting up our hearts in the 
spirit of earnest prayer. In 

the crowds of the street, 
in the midst of a business 
engagement, we may 
send up a petition to God 
and plead for divine guid-
ance, as did Nehemiah 

Jesus said, “Ye shall ask 
in My name: and I say 
not unto you, that I will 
pray the Father for you: 
for the Father Himself 
loveth

Our God is a tender, mer-
ciful Father. His service 
should not be looked 
upon as a heart-sadden-
ing, distressing exercise. 
It should be a pleasure 
to worship the Lord and 
to take part in His work. 
God would not have His 
children, for whom so 
great salvation has been 
provided, act as if He 
were a hard, exacting 
taskmaster. He is their 
best friend; and when 
they worship Him, He 
expects to be with them, 
to bless and comfort 
them, filling their hearts 
with joy and love. The 
Lord desires His children 

to take comfort in His 
service and to find more 
pleasure thags. 

We must gather about 
the cross. Christ and Him 
crucified should be the 
theme of contemplation, 
of conversation, and of 
our most joyful emotion. 
We should keep in our 
thoughts every blessing 
we receive from God, 
and when we realize His 
great love we should be 
willing to trust every-
thing to the hand that was 
nailed to the cross for us. 

The soul may ascend 
nearer heaven on the 
wings of praise. God is 
worshiped with song 
and music in the courts 
above, and as we ex-
press our gratitude we 
are approximating to the 
worship of the heavenly 
hosts. “Whoso offer
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ST. KITTS-NEVIS-ANGUILLA NATIONAL BANK GROUP OF COMPANIES 
HUMAN RESOURCES UNIT 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The Position: 
 

The Chief Internal Auditor will provide independent assurance to the Board of Directors 

on the effectiveness of operational controls in place.  He/she will establish and maintain 

relationships with key stakeholders throughout the company and will be responsible for 

effectively communicating at all stages of the internal audit process, ensuring that all 

expectations are met.  The Chief Internal Auditor will be responsible for setting the 

company’s internal audit strategy, developing leading practices and maintaining audit 

programs and advisory services across the company. 

 

Principal Duties and Responsibilities: 

• Establish policies and procedures to guide the Internal Audit activity. 

• Plan, direct, coordinate, verify and control the functions and activities of the Internal 

Audit Unit. 

• Ensure compliance with applicable laws, regulations, rules and guidelines. 

• Evaluate internal control systems, procedures, practices, governance processes and 

make recommendations. 

• Ensure that assets of the Company are safeguarded, and that information is timely 

and reliable. 

• Review the effectiveness of risk management policies. 

• Monitor the accuracy and completeness of all financial transactions, operations, 

functions, records and statements. 

• Report significant risk exposures, control issues and corporate governance issues to 

the Board of Directors and Senior Management.  

• Report on a regular basis to the Audit Committee of the Board of Directors and 

provide information on matters requested. 

• Provide guidance and counsel to Branches, Units, Divisions, and Departments 

regarding internal control matters. 

• Provide adequate supervision and mentoring for staff of the Internal Audit Unit. 

• Conduct investigations and produce reports on incidents of suspicious activities and 

violations of company policies and procedures.  

• Coordinate and liaise with the Company’s External Auditors to enhance the 

efficiency of the audit process.  

• Maintain a Quality Assurance process to assess actual performance against internal 

and external standards. 

 

Qualifications and Experience: 
Required:  

• Bachelor of Arts Degree with an emphasis in auditing and accounting. 

• Minimum of 10 years experience in auditing.  

• Minimum of 7 years experience in a Senior Management role.  
               

Ideal:  

• Masters Degree in a relevant financial or managerial discipline. 

• Professional designation or certification (ACCA, CIA, CPA, CA and/or CGA). 

 

 

Applications should be submitted, with a Cover Letter and detailed Curriculum Vitae, to HR@sknanb.com or by mail 

addressed to: Chief Human Resources Officer, PO Box 343, Central Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts no later than 18 August 

2020.  Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.  

  VACANCY 

  Chief Internal Auditor 

_______________________ 
 

Skills and Abilities: 
 

∙ Good presentation and 

oral and written 

communication skills. 

………………………… 

∙ Excellent team building 

and interpersonal skills. 

………………………… 

∙ Good analytical skills 

with the ability to analyze 

financial statements. 

………………………… 

∙ Excellent time 

management and 

organizational skills. 

………………………… 

∙ Strong leadership skills.  

………………………… 

∙ Detail and documentation 

oriented. 

………………………… 

∙ Strong negotiation and 

relationship building 

skills. 

………………………… 

∙ Excellent problem 

solving skills with the 

ability to escalate 

problems in a timely 

manner. 

………………………… 

∙ Self-starter with the 

ability to plan and 

prioritize workload for self 

and others. 

………………………… 

∙ Keen interest in 

honing/acquiring the skills 

required to support 

personal and professional 

growth. 
_______________________ 

•

                      
                              

          
 

ST. KITTS-NEVIS-ANGUILLA NATIONAL BANK GROUP OF COMPANIES 
HUMAN RESOURCES UNIT 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Position: 
 

The Branch Manager will be responsible for effectively managing the day-to-day 

activities of the Branch including administration, operations, lending, product sales, 

customer service, security and safety in accordance with the Bank's objectives.  He/She 

will be expected to increase the customer portfolio by providing a superior level of 

customer relations and promoting the sales and service culture (through coaching, 

guidance and staff motivation) while operating in a risk aware environment. 

 

Principal Duties and Responsibilities: 

• Lead, inspire and motivate the team of employees at the Branch to live the brand 

standards in their every interaction while creating an environment of mutual respect, 

co-operation and empowerment. 

• Conduct performance evaluations and ensure that the evaluations for the Branch are 

completed accurately and constructively.  

• Identify training needs and opportunities for Branch employees and prepare 

recommendations.  

• Conduct regular staff meetings to ensure that goals and objectives for the Branch are 

clearly communicated to Branch employees and provide guidance and leadership to 

enable staff to meet these goals and objectives.  

• Assist with the recruitment and selection process and the onboarding of new 

employees.  

• Improve the Branch’s market share (deposits, loans, assets) and customer loyalty by 

maintaining and developing positive relationships with existing and prospective 

customers through service excellence and dynamism. 

• Prepare and monitor the Branch’s annual budget.   

• Oversee the lending process, review loan applications and approve facilities within 

the delegated lending authority. 

• Ensure that all reports and returns required of the Branch are correctly, completely, 

and punctually prepared, and appropriately submitted. 

• Perform such other duties as may be assigned from time to time. 
 

Qualifications and Experience: 

• A Bachelors Degree in Accounting, Business Management, Banking and Finance or 

related field. 

• Certification in Banking and Finance or related field. 

• Minimum of 7 years experience in Retail Banking inclusive of lending. 

• Minimum of 5 years managerial experience. 

       

Applications should be submitted, with a Cover Letter and detailed Curriculum Vitae, to HR@sknanb.com or by mail 

addressed to: Chief Human Resources Officer, PO Box 343, Central Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts no later than 18 August 

2020.  Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.  

 

  VACANCY 

  Branch Manager (Nevis Branch) 

_______________________ 
 

Skills and Abilities: 
 

∙ Excellent numeracy and 

analytical skills.  

 ………………………… 

∙ Excellent oral and written 

communication skills. 

………………………… 

∙ Proven track record of 

success.  

………………………… 

∙ Good business acumen 

and detail oriented. 

………………………… 

∙ Working knowledge of 

risk and risk management.   

………………………… 

. Excellent time 

management and 

organizational skills. 

………………………… 

. Ability to work under 

pressure and meet tight 

deadlines. 

………………………… 

. Excellent team building, 

leadership and 

interpersonal skills. 
_______________________ 

•
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Dr. Drew said that there needs 

to be changes in the way  

elections are conducted.

LOCAL NewS

SKNlP petitions withdrawn 

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Labour Party has with-
drawn its election 
petitions.

The Party, on June 25th, 
filed petitions contesting 
six of the 11 constituen-
cies where its candidates 
were unsuccessful. It had 
alleged that the election 
was “fraudulent, with il-
legalities and bribery.”

The party said it was dis-
appointed that before evi-

dence could be laid before 
the court the matter was 
done.

“The June 5th General 
Election was neither free, 
fair or free from fear. It 
was not conducted on a 
level playing field. The 
Unity incumbent candi-
dates used and abused the 

cover of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the State 
of Emergency to gain an 
unfair advantage.”

Party Chairman and 
candidate, Dr. Terrance 
Drew, said that the party’s 
losing candidates would 
have filed a number of 
petitions with the success-
ful Geoffrey Hanley filing 
and counter petition. He 
said two weeks ago they 
had the first hearing and 
they were put off, because 
there were some prob-
lems filing with respect to 

some technical issues.

Dr. Drew however noted 
that the petitions eventu-
ally had to be withdrawn 
due to “legal technical 
issues”.

“They had nothing to do 
with the merit of the case. 
Those legal technical 

issues were the grounds 
on which the cases had to 
be withdrawn.”

He said it was unfortunate, 
and criticized that there 
were only three overseas 
observers that covered the 
entire election.

“The substance of the 
case is not in question. 
The legal technical is-
sues were such that they 
had to be withdrawn. It 
is unfortunate and painful 
that with all this evidence, 
technical issues would 
force you to withdraw 
petitions that would bring 
this government under the 
microscope”

He also declined to indi-
cate the issues that forced 
the withdrawal, noting 
that he did not want to 
misinform on the legal 
jargon, but promised an-
other party statement will 
be released.

Dr. Drew said that there 
needs to be changes in 
the way elections are 
conducted.

Labour Party candidates
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Young Gassano Barry owner of 
869 Express

LOCAL NewS

“People always need to travel.  

there are places in Nevis where a 

bus may not go. Some people prefer 

to drive alone with a trusted driver. 

People use Ubers for privacy.  

I can give that, and take them  

where they need to go.” 

By Monique 
Wash- ington

Twenty-three year-old 
Gassano Barry is now one 
of the youngest business 
owners on Nevis, and has 
indicated his intentions to 

expand the venture to St. 
Kitts very soon.

Barry is the owner of 
869 Uber Express, an 

entity which began less 
than eight weeks ago. 
He provides 24-hour 
transportation services to 
residents in Nevis, taking 
them to any destination 
they wish to go for an 

affordable fee. 

Speaking with the 
Observer, Barry said that 
starting a business at his 
age is “very spectacular”. 
He noted that the venture 
is teaching him a lot of 
life’s lessons.

“It forces me to be re-
sponsible. I do not want 
my business to go under. 
I have the faith and trust 
of a lot of people in my 
hands. It forces you to be 

more mature, because you 
are not only represent-
ing yourself, but you are 
representing your busi-
ness. When people see 
you, you want them to see 
your business and what 
it stands for. I consider 
owning my own business 
a great privilege,” he said.

He revealed how the 
idea of his business came 

about.

“I was at a function one 
night and I overheard a 
group of individuals talk-
ing and expressing con-
cerns on how they were 
going to get home. When 
I heard that, I spoke to 
some people, got some 
feedback, and decided to 
begin my venture. Then 
869 Express was born,” 
he said.

Barry said that starting 

his business was not that 
difficult, but he had to 
make a major financial 
investment.

“Getting started wasn’t 
that hard in terms of get-
ting the name and the 
business license. The 
hard part came when we 
had to come up with the 
money. Uniforms had 
to be bought, labels had 

to be made for the water 
bottles, and bottles of wa-
ter for the customers had 
to be bought. I also had 
to do renovation to my 
vehicle and had to get my 
website started.”   

He said that currently the 
business is only available 
for persons in Nevis, and 
added that as it grows, he 
plans on expanding to St 
Kitts, and also develop an 

app for the service.

“People always need to 
travel. There are places 
in Nevis where a bus may 
not go. Some people pre-
fer to drive alone with a 
trusted driver. People use 
Ubers for privacy. I can 
give that, and take them 
where they need to go.” 

Young Nevisian  

enhances  

transportation services 
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By Staff reporter

Thorne Flemming of 
Old Road has been ar-
rested and charged for 
the offence of Murder.

He is charged for 
the murder of Donte 
Samuel which occurred 
on June 2, 2020. He 
was remanded to Her 
Majesty’s Prison.

Flemming, for whom 
a wanted bulletin had 
been issued, turned 

himself in to the Police 
on Wednesday. He was 
accompanied by his 
lawyer. 

The fatal stabbing of the 
26-year-old Samuel oc-
curred on June 2, and 
Quezney Watson was 
also wounded that same 
day.

Police said that “close to 
4 p.m. on Tuesday (June 
2) an altercation between 
several people occurred 
in Old Road. During the 

incident, Samuel was 
stabbed in the chest and 
31-year-old Watson, 
also of Old Road, re-
ceived a wound to his 
left eye. They were 
both transported to the 
JNF Hospital in private 
vehicles”.

Samuel succumbed to 
his injuries and was 
pronounced dead upon 
arrival at the Hospital. 
Samuel was the sixth 
murder in St. Kitts and 
Nevis for the year.

ADVeRTISeMeNT

Flemming 

charged for old 

road Murder
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Amenities at the new Livingstone Sargeant Cricket Practice Facility

LOCAL NewS

 NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (August 5, 2020) 
- - The Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
has partnered with sev-
eral corporate entities 
in the construction of 
a new cricket practice 
facility, which has been 
named in honour of for-
mer Leeward Islands top 
order batsman Nevisian 
Livingstone Sargeant.

 The facility, locat-
ed at one end of the 
Elquemedo T. Willett 
Park in Charlestown, was 
commissioned on August 
4, 2020.

 Offering remarks 
at the ceremony, 
Hon. Eric Evelyn, 
Minister of Sports, 
Youth and Community 
Development in the NIA, 

commended former West 
Indies cricketer Nevisian 
Keith Arthurton for 
spearheading the venture.

 He also thanked the busi-
ness entities that helped 
to fund the project.

“I would like to thank 
our very own Mr. Keith 
Arthurton for conceiv-
ing and conceptualising 
the idea. He is truly pas-
sionate about the game 
of cricket, and he is one 
of those persons who al-
ways tries to give back 
to the island and the 
people of Nevis. This is 
a first class facility. Mr. 
Arthurton has been there 
through thick and thin to 
make sure we have a fa-
cility of this nature, and 
I know that it will get 
results.

“What we are seeing 
here today is the result 
of excellent partnership 
and collaboration and 
I encourage our corpo-
rate citizens to continue 
to support the sport of 
cricket as the island is 
filled with good raw tal-
ent that must be exploit-
ed,” he said.

Minister Evelyn admon-
ished all who would 
benefit and use the facil-
ity to take full advantage 
of it and to take care of 
it, highlighting that a lot 
of work, money and ef-
fort would have gone 
into making the facility a 
reality.

Project manager Keith 
Arthurton said the facil-
ity is a great achieve-
ment intended for the 

development of cricket 
on the island. It consists 
of three practice nets, 
professional grade sur-
face and a mini pavilion 
with adjoining seating.

Nevis has produced 
seven international 
cricketers over the years, 
many of whom mastered 
the game from playing 
cricket in the streets. 
Arthurton said with this 
professional training fa-
cility, there is no reason 
Nevis cannot continue to 
produce great cricketers.

“This facility is designed 
in a way for develop-
mental purposes. Here 
in Nevis we are naturally 

gifted when it comes to 
the sport. For some rea-
son the preparation is 
still that old, traditional 
way of coming in and 
knocking, or bowling, or 
fielding a few balls.
“We have to move to the 
more professional ap-
proach. Once we get to 
that stage, with the talent 
that we see around, there 
won’t be any doubt that 
we’ll be producing more 
cricketers,” he said.

Mr. Livingstone 
Sargeant, widely re-
garded as one of the best 
Nevisian batsmen who 
possessed great concen-
tration, grit and determi-
nation, was first selected 
to play for the Nevis na-
tional team at the age of 
15 years. Over his career 

he scored many centu-
ries, and even a double 
century.

He was unable to attend 
the ceremony and one of 
his sons, Tavo Sargeant 
read brief comments on 
his behalf, expressing 
his honour at the distinc-
tion of having the facil-
ity named after him. Mr. 
Sargeant encouraged 
youths in particular, to 
utilise the facility.

“A facility such as this 
is very vital if young 
cricketers are to improve 
their game. In my days 
I was not so fortunate to 
have anything close to 
this. You now have a real 
facility and I hope you 
make good use of it.”

New cricket practice facility 

named in honour of former

 Nevisian batsman 

livingstone Sargeant
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A school that said a 
student couldn’t attend 
classes if she didn’t cut 
her dreadlocks did not 
infringe on the child’s 
constitutional rights, 
the Supreme Court of 
Jamaica ruled Friday, re-
ports CNN.

The issue began in July 
2018 when Kensington 
Primary School asked the 
mother of a 5-year-old 
— identified as ZV since 
she’s a minor — to cut 
the child’s hair or her ac-
ceptance into the school 
would be withdrawn.

The mother refused to cut 
the hair. An injunction 

was issued that allowed 
the girl to attend school 
with dreadlocks until the 
ruling came out.

The school had an un-
written policy of “no 
braids, no beads, no 
locking of hair” because 
parents do not wash their 

children’s dreadlocked 
hair which leads to lice 
and “encourages insani-
tary conditions, such as 
mold,” according to the 
court judgment.

“The objective of creat-
ing a more controlled 
hygienic environment is 
important to the proper 
order and effective 

learning at the school” 
the ruling said.

The panel of judges fur-
ther said this does not 
affect the child’s right to 
education as she could 
always attend another 
school that supports her 
form of expression.

New Twist.
“There is no question 
as to the admittance of 
the child,” said the Rev. 
Alvin Bailey, chair-
man of the board of 
Kensington Primary 
School, located just out-
side Kingston. “From 
the outset, no decision 
was taken to bar the 
child from the school.”

Bailey’s announcement 
Tuesday caught the 
mother  by surprise.

“We just woke up to 
this news,” the child’s 
mother Sherine Virgo 
said. She said it was 
“good to know she has 
a place there,” but she 
and her husband weren’t 
sure they would send 
their daughter back there 
anyway.

New twist In Jamaica Dreadlock Case

“the objective of creating a 

more controlled hygienic 

environment is important 

to the proper order and 

effective learning at the 

school” the ruling said.
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It also outlines the specific 
steps which must be taken 

to make sure that the health 

crisis does not become a 

food crisis.

ADVeRTISeMeNT

The Caribbean 
Community wants to 
reduce its food import 
bill by at least 25% over 
the next five years. So 
says Mr. Joseph Cox, 
Assistant Secretary-
General Trade and 
Economic Integration 
at the CARICOM 
Secretariat.

The senior regional 
public servant recently 
says that the Covid- 19 
Pandemic has further 
highlighted the need to 
ensure affordable access 
to food and this has led 
to the development of the 

CARICOM Covid-19 
Response Agri-Food 
Plan or 25 in 5.

He stated the Plan has 
been specifically de-
signed to treat with 
effective access and 

the optimization of 
production.

It also outlines the 

specific steps which must 
be taken to make sure 
that the health crisis does 
not become a food crisis.

Mr. Cox was speaking 
at a recent webinar fa-
cilitated by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
(FAO). Key to the 
CARICOM Agri-Food 
Plan is that Member 
States ensuring the sup-
ply chain for critical 
products continues un-
interrupted, and look for 
opportunities to use local 
food products instead of 
imports.

Underpinning the 25 in 5 
strategy, is the Caribbean 

Community Agriculture 
Policy (CAP).  The major 
pillars of the CAP are:

Food and Nutrition 
Security;

Sustainable Development 
of Natural Resources;

A modern Agricultural 
Knowledge and 
Information System;

Rural Modernization and 
Youth Programs; and

Production and 
Trade Value Chains 
Development.

Caricom Says Grow Your own  

(Food, that Is).
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Police encourage general public to 

obey CoVID-19 regulations

LOCAL NewS

BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts — Superintendent 
of Police, Cromwell 
Henry, reminded the 
general public that the 
COVID-19 safety proto-
cols were implemented 
in St. Kitts and Nevis to 
keep them safe from the 
spread of the virus and 
encouraged them to ad-
here to the guidelines that 
are still in place.

“All COVID-19 pro-
tocols to prevent the 
spread of the disease 
are still in effect,” said 
Superintendent Henry. 

“The wearing of masks 
in public, social and 

physical distancing, hand 
sanitization and good 

sanitizing behaviour are 
still the only means to 

effectively combat this 
disease and to prevent 

its spread. He noted that 
enforcing the protocols 

is extremely important 
especially as St. Kitts and 

Nevis prepares to reopen 
its borders.

“It is necessary and very 
important that we contin-
ue to remind and enforce 
these restrictions as we 
prepare for the reopen-
ing of our borders,” said 
Henry. “While it may 
not seem necessary now 
given our COVID-19 
status to adhere to the 
protocols, things will 
significantly change once 
the borders are opened.”

Superintendent Henry 
said that everyone will 

have to adjust to the new 
normal, as life as we 
know it has changed.

“These are the practices 
that will keep us safe 
and we will do well if we 
adapt now, as life as we 
know it a year ago, will 
not be the same,” con-
cluded Henry. “We will 
have to adjust to a new 
normal. The very proto-
cols that we are enforc-
ing now are the protocols 
that will keep us safe and 
we advise residents to 
adapt and adjust and be 
guided accordingly.”

“It is necessary and very important 

that we continue to remind and en-

force these restrictions as we pre-

pare for the reopening  

of our borders,” said Henry. 
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that Bad Smell  

on My Beach

By Easton “Newcastle” 
Davy 

There is a very bad smell 
coming from my beach. I 
live on Nevis in the vil-
lage of Newcastle. Our 
main beach is Herbert’s 
Beach. Recently I have 
noticed a very bad smell 
coming from the area 
near the beach. 

It is a lovely beach and I 
like to visit it once a week, 
but recently the smell 
is so strong that I have 
not gone to the beach. It 
smells like rotten eggs 
or raw sewage…some-
times it smells like sulfur. 
Each week I think it will 
go away, but the smell 
comes back. It seems that 
it happens around this 
time of the year...

Each week I smell it, and 
lately I have decided to 
find out what the prob-
lem is. Since I am new 
living here, I decided to 
ask my neighbour. All 
she said was one word: 
Sargassum.

It smells, it’s slimy and 
it may prevent you from 
entering the water.

What is it? Sargassum 
is a brown foul-smelling 
seaweed that can be 
found throughout South 

Florida and Caribbean 
beaches. As part of the 
world’s largest macroal-
gal bloom, some experts 
feel it might be here to 
stay.

I pray that it is not here 
to stay. Perhaps it is a 
sign of the pollution 
mankind has done to the 
environment? 

Since 2011, there has 
been an explosive 
growth in the Atlantic 
Ocean, according to 
a study led by scientists 
at the University of South 
Florida-St. Petersburg. 
Now known as the Great 
Atlantic Sargassum Belt, 
the growth stretches from 
West Africa to the Gulf 
of Mexico. By using sat-
ellite imagery, there are 
now more than 20 mil-
lion metric tons.

Am I being selfish to want 
my personal beach to be 
clean and nice smelling? 
Is this a sign of the times? 
Something we Caribbean 
folks should get use to? 
What will tourists say 
when they visit us and 
they smell the beach. 
Will it make them leave 
bad reviews on travel 
websites? Should the 
government make this a 
priority that we clean the 
beaches of seaweed, to 

make our beautiful island 
more appealing? 

I sometimes wonder if I 
am being paranoid… Am 
I making a mountain out 
of a molehill?

In the region of the North 
Atlantic, Sargassum is 
commonly found in the 
Sargasso Sea. You can 
find smaller amounts 
throughout the ocean. 

When the amount of 
seaweed is kept under 
control, it is part of the 
ecosystem for species 
such as eels, sea turtles, 
crabs, fish, and ocean-
going birds.

But, out of control such as 
it is in the Great Atlantic 
Sargassum Belt, it is a 
problem for both animals 
and humans. Decaying 
sargassum will produce 
hydrogen sulfide, the 
gas that smells like rot-
ten eggs or sewage. For 

people on the beach or 
boaters with asthma, the 
smell can cause breath-
ing problems. My area in 
Newcastle has the smell 
of rotten eggs and some-
times smells like raw 
sewage… all because of 
this Sargassum.

Large quantities of 
Sargassum cause several 
other problems. For the 
professional fisherman, 

boats can be blocked 
from launching, as well 
as the Sargassum get-
ting tangled in propellers 
and nets. In their efforts 
to surface, sea turtles 
and dolphins may not be 
able to get through the 
thick entangled bloom. 
Further, the seaweed also 
traps for collecting flies, 
trash and whatever else 
washes up.

The cost for cleanup is 
staggering. In Miami-
Dade, it is estimated that 

removing the seaweed 
would cost between $35 
to $45 million a year. 
Unfortunately, they feel 
they have no other choice 
but to remove it to protect 
the tourism industry that 
spends nearly $30 billion 
a year. 

Here in Nevis, I know 
the government does 
not have that kind of 
money. Perhaps an initia-
tive to get locals to help 
with the clean-up efforts 
may be a good idea? In 
America, the strategy is 
to hire clean-up crews. 
This could be something 
to help our economy 
and put people back to 
work… and it will be 
good for our economy 
and our environment as 
well.

At the beginning of 
August, clean-up crews 
throughout South Florida 
have been targeting 
beaches with the biggest 
build-up of Sargassum. 
By using dump trucks and 
bulldozers, they scoop it 
up and haul it out of the 
sand to local landfills. 
The crews arrive early 
in the morning and try to 
be finished by 10:30 am 
before the beach visitors 
arrive. While the crews 
are working beach, ar-
eas look much like 

construction zones.

The blame for the prob-
lem comes from pol-
lution, rising ocean 
temperatures, amazon 
deforestation, increased 
agriculture and the use 
of fertilizers according 
to scientists. According 
to Steve Leatherman, 
as Florida International 
University professor, 
“…a lot of nutrients are 
now coming down the 
Amazon River, caus-
ing deforestation the 
sargassum seaweed to 
now blooming around 
the Caribbean. The Gulf 
Stream brings it to South 
Florida and then the 
winds blow it onshore.”

“The future is, we are 
going to have a lot more 
sargassum like we’ve 
never had it before,” 
Leatherman said.

I love the beach in my 
area and I know many 
visitors love it as well. 
The locals enjoy the 
beach and it is something 
we should seriously take 
care of. The environment 
is telling us something. 
We should pay attention.

(Information sourced 
from tropicmoonmedia.
com)

It smells, it’s slimy and it 

may prevent you from  

entering the water.
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