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Pier not spoiled say Liburd

Two cruise ships birthed at the second cruise pier on Monday

Second Cruise Pier
welcomes first ships

By Loshaun Dixon

For the first time four
cruise ships have berthed
at Port Zante, thanks
to the second pier now
in operation following
months of delays and
speculation.
The Celebrity Summit
and
the
Seabourn
Odyssey became the first
ships to make a call on
the second cruise pier that
just completed construction debunking claims
that the project had
gone bad. They joined
Anthem of the Seas and
Britannia, berthed at the
older neighbouring pier.
Minister
of
Public
Infrastructure
and
Transportation
Ian
Liburd said that four
ships being docked
alongside at Port Zante
is a historic moment
and was proud to finally
make it a reality.
He said, “The captain
of the The Celebrity

Summit
(Ioannis
Kasimatis),one of the
largest ships afloat today
said it was better than
the other pier. When he
spoke to the wind direction the configuration of
the pier…”

that started construction
in May 2018. “I want to
compliment and com-

has been a phenomenal
growth in cruise tourism
in St. Kitts and Nevis.

“The captain of the The
Celebrity Summit one
Liburd addressing allegations surrounding
of the largest ships
the pier leveled by the
Opposition said, “the
pier is ripe, the pier is afloat today said it was
not spoiled”
Prime Minister Dr. better than the other
Timothy Harris, speaking at a short ceremony pier. When he spoke to
to honour the arrival of
the first cruise ships,
said the well-wishers the wind direction the
of St. Kitts and Nevis
would be pleased by the
configuration of the
historic docking of the
two vessels. “What it
pier…”
symbolizes, and what,
in the end, this means
for the expansion of the
tourism and cruise tourism in the country.”

He hailed his two cabinet colleagues who were
able to deliver on the pier

mend the Ministry of
Tourism for the fantastic
work and to hail my colleague minister, Lindsay
Grant, for providing
strong leadership to what

“I

want to commend the
Minister
of
Public
Infrastructure,
Ian
‘Patches’ Liburd, who
presided over it as
Minister Works related

to the significant investment by local entities in
the development of our
tourism plant.”
Liburd also noted that
the pier was only phase
one of the project and
the second phase will
involve the construction
of a reception area and
other spaces for vendors
and taxis. “There is a
misperception that once
the pier was constructed
everything is done. But
in fact this project has
two phases, the construction of the pier and the
other is the upland development. “So in the near
future you will see a reception facility and you
will see other amenities
here.”
The pier was scheduled to be completed on
September 23 but due
to the passage of tropical storms in that same

month that resulted in
damages to equipment
meant the project was delayed. In late November
Liburd noted their had
been apprehensions over
the pier after engineers
for the St. Christopher
Air and Sea Port
Authority
(SCASPA)
had highlighted some
areas of concern that
needed to be addressed.
Last week in his budget presentation former
Prime Minister and
Leader of the Opposition
Denzil Douglas critiqued the governments
handling of the pier. “I
would like the honourable member to tell us
when is the date for the
opening of the new pier.”
He said the government
was laying the blame
for the delays at the feet
of the contractors. “The
responsibility for the
opening of the new pier
must be placed squarely
at the feet of the minister
of public works.”
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New Queen Crowned at Miss
Phenomenal Pageant 2019

Best Swimwear winner

Kadeena Saunders being crowned Miss Phenomenal 2019

By Petra Mc Sheene

Kadeena Saunders is
Miss Phenomenal 2019
after a night of glitz,
glamour and talent from
a group of women vying
for the title.
Yet Kadeena’s introductory speech spotlighting
the phenomenal woman
of her choice, Vickeish
Pickering of the Mc
Knight community, may
have been the key element in her win with 142
points for that segment.
“My phenomenal icon is
humble but a force to be
reckoned with. A woman
who has contributed immensely to the art of pageantry, the vibrancy of
our culture, our tourism
industry and so much
more. Now that’s phenomenally phenomenal.”

Saunders said in her
speech.
“She is dazzling in the
most vivid hues of innovation and creativity. Vickiesh holds dear
to our heart the gift of
craftsmanship where she
possesses the ability to
use her hands, mind and
thoughts to artistically
create, design and construct jewellery. “
She once again wowed
the audience when she
came out in her performing talent speaking emotionally about women
losing themselves to society and relationships,
but urged the audience
to be the best versions
of themselves that they
could possibly be. She
was also judged the
winner of that segment
which helped to propel

her to the overall title.
Shecoma Greene-Henry
was judged to be the first
runner up and Lonya
Small was judged second runner up. The other
contestants of the show
were Juricia Powell and
Monique Washington did
not place.
The other judged segments were won by Mrs.
Shecoma Greene-Henry
for best swimsuit, Lonya
Small was adjudged best
evening wear with a
sparkling yellow gown.
Monique
Washington
won best interview.
The non-judged segments included Miss
Congeniality which was
won by Washington who
also won Miss Amity in
a tie breaker decided by
the Miss Phenomenal

Best Evening wear winner
2018. Lonya Small won
the non-judged segment
of Miss Photogenic.

a swimsuit and an evening wear for the two
segments.

Even though rain threatened the show, it was
deemed to be a success
by the organisers. Some
of the side show performances included a
dance routine by Divine
Conquerors and modelling by the GUCCI
Models. The emcee of
the night, Cuttoe, decided that he will not be
outdone by the ladies and
took part in the entertainment when he donned

The Miss Phenomenal
pageant was created to
highlight unsung women
in different communities and also for women
to showcase their ‘phenomenal’ talent. The
‘phenomenal’ women
highlighted in the speeches of the contestants
were Toni FrederickArmstrong for her role
as a media personality,

the late Kimberly Ward
for being an entrepreneur
and a top make-up artist, Jonelle O’Loughlin
for her role as a teacher
and a pageantry coach,
Mrs. Maricia Claxton
of Precious Creations
Designs and Vickiesh
Pickering for her contributions to pageantry.
Miss Buela Davis was
awarded with a trophy
for being one of the Miss
Phenomenal
Show’s
strongest supporters.
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Section 58
In last week’s edition of this newspaper, Robelto Hector, Leader of the Nevis Reformation Party bemoaned the voicelessness of his party in Opposition. It is uncertain whether
he was commenting on the absence of the lone NRP representative or an issue with his
party where the leader is not represented in the House of Assembly. He referenced Section 58 of the Constitution to bolster his argument.

NewS

First PM launches
autobiography

Reproduced below is the section of the Constitution that Mr. Hector referred to.
Leader of the Opposition:- There shall (except at times when no Representative is eligible
for appointment) be a Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly who shall be
appointed by the Governor-General.
Whenever there is occasion for the appointment of a Leader of the Opposition the
Governor-General shall appoint the Representative who appears to him or her most likely
to command the support of a majority of the Representatives who do not support the
Government: or, if no Representative appears to him or her to command such support, the
Representative who appears to him or her to command the support of the largest single
group of Representatives who do not support the Government: Provided that no Representative shall be eligible for appointment unless it appears to the Governor-General that
that Representative commands the support of at least one other Representative.
If occasion arises to appoint a Leader of the Opposition during the period between a dissolution of Parliament and the day on which the ensuing election of Representatives is
held, an appointment may be made as if Parliament had not been dissolved.
The office of Leader of the Opposition shall become vacant (a) if he or she ceases to be
a member of the National Assembly otherwise than by reason of a dissolution of Parliament; (b) if, when the Assembly first meets after a dissolution of Parliament, he or she
is not then a Representative; (c) if, by virtue of section 31(4), he or she is required to
cease to perform his or her functions as a member of the Assembly; or (d) if he or she is
removed from office by the Governor-General under subsection (5).
If it appears to the Governor-General that the Leader of the Opposition is no longer able
to command the support of a majority of the Representatives who do not support the
Government or (if no Representative appears to him or her to be able to command such
support) the support of the largest single group of Representatives who do not support the
Government, he or she shall remove the Leader of the Opposition from office.
The powers of the Governor-General under this section shall be exercised by him or her
in his or her own deliberate judgment.
Mr Brantley’s response to the critique of Mr Hector was priceless: the only way to ensure
a seat in parliament is to win it.
One wonders if Hector considered the possibility that Mr Parry now supports the government after all that his party has done to him.
Politics, after all, makes strange bedfellows!

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief: Kenneth Williams
St. Kitts
POB 657, Lower Market Street
Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I.
Tel.: (869) 466-4994
Fax: (869) 466-4995
Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn

Nevis
#1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive
Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.
Tel.: (869) 469-5907
Fax: (869) 469-5891
Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com
Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summarise or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters addressed to The Observer or its staff are intended for publication unless otherwise stated. Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked

By Loshaun Dixon

The autobiography of the
Federation’s first prime
minister and its only living National Hero Dr.
Sir Kennedy Alphonse
Simmonds was launched
this week with two public events.
According
to
Dr.
Simmonds the book
highlights his life as
boy growing up in
Basseterre, his years in
primary and secondary
school, before heading
to university to qualify
as a medical doctor in
the early 1960s.
The book, which was
completed in early
November this year, is
titled, “The Making of a
National Hero”. It prominently features many
signal and life changing events in the life of
Doctor Simmonds, including his tenure as the
country’s last premier
and first prime minister.
“It also adequately captures the journey to
political independence,
the struggles of the
Nevisian and Anguillan
people and the two

commissions of enquiry
that were launched by
the incoming Labour
Administration after the
1995 General Elections,”
a public relations statement said.
The book also details
information to its readers about the formation
of the People’s Action

Kitts and Nevis from
1980-1995 and was
named the fifth National
Hero in 2015
The book is currently
available online via
Amazon and can be
purchased in the United
States and other countries where there is a
Barnes & Noble Book
Store. A Kindle version is
equally available to those
preferring to ready a soft
copy. In the Federation,
books will be sold at
all major book stores,
including
Harpers,
Laws Book Store and
the St. Christopher
Heritage Trust, while in
Charlestown, copies will
be on sale at Triple M
One Stop Book Store.

Sir Kennedy Simmonds served
as leader of St.
Kitts and Nevis
from 1980-1995
and was named
the fifth National
ceremonies were
Hero in 2015 Two
hosted St. Kitts and
Movement,
(PAM),
the sinking of the MV
Christena and the formation of the 1980 coalition
government
between
PAM and the Nevis
Reformation Party.
Sir Kennedy Simmonds
served as leader of St.

Nevis this week to celebrate the official launch,
attended by local dignitaries and civic leaders. The events were at
the Methodist Church
Hall, (Old Boys School),
located on Victoria
Road, on Thursday, and
the following day in
Nevis, at the St. Paul’s
Anglican Church Hall, in
Charlestown..
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Brantley
discloses
contact over
Gatwick matter
By Loshaun Dixon

Federation Minister of
Foreign Affairs Mark
Brantley has disclosed
the government has received correspondence,
from officials in the
United Kingdom regarding the matter involving
former Prime Minister
Dr. Denzil Douglas at
Gatwick airport where a
large sum of cash was allegedly confiscated from
him.
Brantley said the government had formally
received the information
while speaking in the
National Assembly. He
also gave further details
into the incident and
said on November 16,
a passenger travelling
outbound from Gatwick
to Dubai on Emirates
EK010 was detained
with a large amounts of
cash. “The passenger did
not declare the cash except for what he said was
less than $20,000 in his
jacket pocket, while his
travel companion said he
had $3000.
‘The border officer when
he checked the carry on
found a bundle of notes
in white and brown envelopes in the passenger’s
luggage . Brantley said
another officer searched
a black trolley and found
“five bank wrapped bundles of cash each $1000.”
According to Brantley the
total amount of cash was
$78,000USD, £3000UK
and $2000EC. He said
he was concerned, as

Minister of Foreign, after
hearing of the matter. “I
am feeling like a janitor,
having to go around the
world and clean up other
people’s mess. They
said that the money, was
seized under the provisions of the Proceeds of
Crime Act 2002.”
He said that Dr. Douglas
was told decision on
whether or not to release the cash would be
made November 19 at
the Crawley Magistrates
Court. There he was told

Assembly shouting it
was a made up story by
a social media personality and was heard in cross
talk demanding Brantley
to present the correspondence to the speaker.
The story came to light
following an article in
the Mail on Sunday that
said he was temporarily detained because of
$92,000 of undeclared
cash found in his airline
carry on luggage.
A UK law enforcement
source said: ‘He told
them it was for political

“i am feeling like a
janitor, having to go
around the world and clean
up other people’s mess.
They said that the money,
was seized under the
provisions of the Proceeds
of Crime act 2002.”
in order to get back the
money he has to show
where it came from.“You
have to justify the origins
so that they are satisfied
it is not the Proceeds of
Crime.”
Brantley noted the court
ordered that the money
be seized for up to six
months. This has been
verified by the court.
Dr. Douglas continues to
deny the story and could
be heard in the National

campaigning but could
not explain where it came
from and where it was really going.’ They added:
‘He was pulled up by
Border Force and he declared he had a little bit of
cash on him.
Anti-money laundering
rules state anyone leaving
the UK to travel to a nonEU country must declare
any sum above $11,000
(£8,400). He apparently
hadn’t done this.

File photo of Minister of Foreign Affairs Mark Brantley
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Students receive training during
Christmas Job attachment program
Overwhelming response to successful Christ job attachment program

Students that participated with PS John Hanley at closing ceremony at the Red Cross building on Monday
By Monique Washington

Thirty students from the
three secondary schools
in Nevis were exposed to
one week of employment
during the Ministry of
Tourism ‘Learn and Earn
Christmas Job attachment programme,’ from
December 09 to 13.
The programme now
in its fifth year has had
its largest number of
participants.
The Observer spoke with
Permanent Secretary of
the Ministry of Tourism
in Nevis John Hanley,
who noted that this year,
they received an “overwhelming” response towards the programme. As
he explained, “We were
looking to have about 20ish, but the response was
so overwhelming that we
decided to do 30. The
programme accommodates students from third
form to sixth form from
all three high schools
in Nevis. The emphasis on the program is on

learning. ”
Hanley said the program
is a week long and participants are paid a stipend.
He added that “some of
the employers were so
impressed they decided
to keep some of the students n longer.”
Hanley said throughout
the years the programme
has benefited students
that have been a part of
the initiative. “Generally,
what we have found is
that it has galvanized the
students to work in the
industry. Students that
would have been on it
would have gone on to
work in the tourism sector
as chefs and or other professions in the industry.”
When questioned as to
how students were chosen, Hanley revealed
that the recommendations were handed down
from the teachers and

Guidance Counsellors of
the schools.
He added that some of
the students are recommended from the lower
stream. “Some school put
an emphasis on the lower
stream because sometimes theses students are
over looked. In schools a
lot of emphasis is placed
on the academics; sometimes the technical skills
aspect is overlooked. The
programme gives an opportunity for students
not necessarily academically inclined. They get a
chance in an industry .”
Businesses that the students were attached to
were Lime Beach Bar,
Hermitage Inn, Sunshine
Bar and Grill, Nevis
Craft House, Ministry of
Tourism, Nevis Tourism
Authority and Nisbett’s
Plantation.
Hanley thanked the businesses that facilitated the
students and noted that
the “business sector was
very accommodating.
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another year ends,

Wyndham Grand
still not here

Wyndham still ongoing
By Monique Washington

A year after an agreement was signed between the Nevis Island
Administration (NIA)
and Northern Pointe
Development Ltd, for
the construction of a proposed Wyndham Grand
resort at Long Haul Bay
on Nevis, the parties are
still in negotiations with
no work done on the
project.
At the time in December
2018, the Premier of
Nevis Mark Brantley said
the signing was important because it “moved it
off the table and onto the
ground at Potworks.”
“So that is why we are
investing. We are willing

to be flexible in terms of
various concessions that
have been sought but
the objective really is to
get the project moving,”
Brantley said.
Yet earlier this year
Brantley noted his frustration with developers
who had not produced
any notable work. He
said the Government
assisted the developers
in many ways and the
Government did all that
they could do.
“My position is and has
been very clear to them
and the same blunt way
I am speaking I speak
to them in this fashion.
As investors, you must
come in and do what
you said you will do .

The government will facilitate, the government
will grant concessions
and we have done that.”

Director for Northern
Point
Development,
who said that negotiations are still ongoing.

to get started fairly soon.
.A number of discussions
are on going.”

“What we are planning is
not a little dog house, 150
room units and several
villas and condominiums.
It takes a while to get
everyone on board.
The Observer spoke with
Morrice Tyrell, the local

“Negotiations are going
on and we are hoping

Tyrell pointed out that
the project is large and

it will take some time to
execute. “What we are
planning is not a little dog
house, 150 room units
and several villas and
condominiums. It takes a
while to get everyone on
board. Insurance companies, licenses, all kind of
things. That’s where we
are.”
The Northern Point
Development planned is
a five star, 150 room, 900
square feet room hotel
resort on 13.5 acres of
land in Potworks, Nevis.
In 2016 the first set of
public consultations were
held as it relates to the
development. And the
US$160,000,000 project
was initially scheduled to
make its grand opening
sometime in 2020.
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NCDs SKN’s biggest killer
Poses biggest challenge
to Healthcare

Minister of health Wendy Phipps

By Loshaun Dixon

More than 80 % of
deaths in the Federation
are attributed to non
communicable diseases
(NCDs), according to St.
Kitts and Nevis Junior
Health Minister Senator
Wendy Phipps.
Phipps giving a presentation on the 2020 budget
noted that NCDs pose
the biggest threat to the
health sector than any
other.
As she explained, “The
issue of NCDs confronts
this country in a way that
no other illness or group
of illnesses confronted
us and this is barring all

of those poverty related
illnesses, under-development illnesses that would
have pervaded life in St
Kitts and Nevis going
back to the wartime era
and post wartime era.”
She
disclosed
that
83 % of deaths in the
Federation are attributed
to non communicable
diseases such as cancers,
diabetes, hypertension
and chronic kidney disease. The Health Minister
called the problem “a
formidable challenge.”
She also clarified that
83 % of the population is not suffering
from NCDs, a common
misconception.“I should

for the record, clear up a
misconception that hap-

people in this country are
suffering from NCDs.

More than 80 % of
deaths in the
Federation are
attributed to non
communicable
diseases (NCDs)
pens to be out there and
being spoken about …
that over 80 percent of

That couldn’t be further
from the truth.

We cannot confuse what
is a leading mortality rate
with a high prevalence
rate of any life threatening illness. It simply
means that 83 percent of
the persons who are dying are persons who are
suffering from NCDS
and would be very irresponsible leap of faith
to state that 83 percent of
the people in this country
is suffering from NCDs.”
Phipps however noted
that through the help of a
Kittitian living overseas
they were able to assist
in the fight against heart
issues in the Federation.
“We are grateful for
the support of our own

son of the soil Dr Frank
Laws who is a cardiologist in Denver Colorado,
who has been assisting
us with this project. It
comes in recognition
of the fact that we have
a number of patients
presenting with heart
attacks.
“We also have a number
of stroke patients and
even though the cardiac
catheterization unit is
primarily meant for cardiac patients, some of
the interventions can be
of help to stroke patients
given the commonality
of the illnesses being due
to the formation of blood
clots and it just differs as
to where they are.”
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a breath of fresh “air” pumped back into Vaia

Cape air returns to Nevis

By Monique Washington

After suspending its service from Nevis earlier
this year, Cape Air has
returned to the Vance
Amory
International
Airport to provide airlift
from the Nevis directly to
Puerto Rico.
The first flight returned to
Nevis late last week and
Deputy Premier of Nevis
Alexis Jeffers highlighted the importance of the
Cape Air flights to the
Nevisian Public. “People

Nevis,” he said.
Jeffers urged persons to
use the Vance Amory
International
Airport
(VAIA) and to utilize the
flights they have to offer.
“We all have to play our
part to make sure growth
comes to the island of
Nevis and it starts right
here at the Vance Amory
International Airport.
“We have been saying
things are slow here but
we are saying that something significant is hap-

“People have been looking
for a direct connection to
Nevis and as you travel
around and realise that it
is difficult to get here from
time to time. This of course
provides persons leaving
the US mainland a direct
flight into Nevis”
have been looking for
a direct connection to
Nevis and as you travel
around and realize that
it is difficult to get here
from time to time. This
of course provides people leaving the US main
land a direct flight into

pening here to bring life
here. I do believe that
people will enjoy landing
here,” Jeffers said .
The Cape Air flights return on the heels of the
Premier of Nevis Mark
Brantley
expressing

his dissatisfaction that
Nevisians are not using
the VAIA. He noted that
the airport had become
a “headache” to his administration as Nevisians
refuse to use the service
at VAIA and preferred to
fly out of St. Kitts Robert
Bradshaw International
Airport.
General Manager of the
Nevis Air and Seaport
Oral Brandy noted that
NASPA wanted to ensure
that they are trying to
provide the best quality
service that they can for
visitors and locals alike.
“We have spent some
money to make sure the
airport has a fresh look.
We want to encourage
people to use Cape Air
and the links that they
have to other destination,” Brandy said.
Katya Ruiz, Regional
Marketing Director for
Cape Air, said they were
happy to return and service the Vance Amory
airport once again. She
noted that persons can
book up till May.
“The idea is to keep
opening that booking
date…I am not sure we
have bookings in May of
2020, but for the next few
months we have plenty
of bookings already. So
we can say the advance
bookings for Nevis are
looking really healthy...”

Katya Ruiz, Regional Marketing Director for Cape Air, said they were happy
to return and service the Vance Amory airport once again.
She noted that persons can book up till May.
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Washghaut culvert paves
the way for safer roads

Drivers Urged to Drive Safely
Left to right: Matell Lee; Hon. Ian Liburd; Prime Minister Harris; Community representative Jennifer O’Loughlin; Hon. Eugene Hamilton cuts ribbon to open culvert to traffic
By Petra Mc Sheene

The culvert constructed at
Wash Ghaut in Cayon to
make traffic safer on the
island’s main road was
opened over the weekend.
The Ministry of Public
Infrastructure,
Urban
Development
and
Transport held an official
opening ceremony.
In
giving
remarks,
Director of Public Works,
Cromwell
Williams
spoke about the construction of the culvert.
“This culvert has been
constructed as part of the
overall upgrade of the
island’s main road. The
project was started with
a condition survey which
was undertaken by Adeb

Consultants.
Having
completed the survey,
the decision was made
by the government that
the condition of the road
necessitated immediate
and urgent intervention,”
Williams said,
He said the island’s main
road project is estimated
to be at $71 million dollars and the culvert had to
be constructed for safety
reasons. “Wash Ghaut
was of particular interest because of the danger
that we have seen and the
history behind the fears
of commuting this section of the road.”
In his remarks as representative for the constituency Eugene Hamilton
highlighted some of the
developments that he and

team unity government
has made in the Cayon
area. “In four and a half
years, we have refurbished a building at the
Cayon High School. We
also built a lab, fitting
20 tables for students to
do architectural designs.

earned a living.
Minister
of
Public
Infrastructure
and
Transport Ian Liburd said
the island main road rehabilitation project was
the main focus of the
government’s infrastruc-

“This project had to be
done for safety reasons.”
At the Cayon Primary
School, we removed the
asbestos roofing from the
school which has been
there since 1947. We set
about to do restoration of
the Spooner’s Ginnery
which has enormous
history attributed to that
particular edifice where
most of the people in this
community worked and

ture development. “As
we focus on improved
traffic management and
improved safety on our
roads. If you map the
process, you will recognize what we are doing
in areas where it is possible, we are widening
the roads and we are
considering pedestrian
access or sidewalks and

most importantly we are
getting storm drains.”
He said the culvert would
allow for the island main
road in the area to be
passable at all times as
opposed to times when
traffic was blocked in the
area after heavy rains.
“We are going to make
this area of the island
main road, passable at
all times. At a cost of just
under one million dollars we are improving
the safety of this aspect
of the road to and from
Cayon. The safety and
resilience is of maximum
importance to us and as
part of the island main
rad rehabilitation project,” Liburd said.
Prime Minister Timothy

Harris recalled times in
his youth when he was
a passenger on a bus and
having a fear of crossing over the ghaut. “I
remember as a young
boy going to town. Once
rain starts to fall, everybody is concerned about
Wash Ghaut. You would
have to stop somewhere
and wait in a long line of
vehicles. It has been like
that for as long as I could
remember and you wonder why no government
before us determined
that some permanent response had to come.”
He took the time to urge
bus drivers and others
to drive carefully as St.
Kitts now has what he
called “the best roads in
the world’ and the temptation will arise to speed.
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ASAP Glow Parade lights up
Basseterre
Tek Dat avenue also opens

By Petra Mc Sheene

It was the first street jam
of Sugar Mas 48 and
heavy rains on Monday
night wasn’t enough
to stop it. Hundreds of
revellers in St. Kitts and
Nevis flooded the flooding streets for the ‘ASAP
Glow Parade, ‘ dubbed
‘Futurism’ the first street
jam for Sugar Mas 48.
With live music provided
by AkaiiUSweet, Nu
Vybes Band, Rucas H. E
and TNO Sounds among
others the the event
started at the Fisheries
Complex where revellers
donned body paint and
powder and other decorative materials. They could
be seen wearing Glow
Parade T-shirts assorted
glow accessories that illuminated the streets.
Steel pan music entertained all. For example,
the parade also featured
Taiwanese revellers who
came out showcasing a
feature of their culture
with a traditional dragon
parading through the
crowd. Onlookers got a
treat when the parade arrived in the vicinity of the

Sand’s Complex, where a
series of fireworks were
ignited
The

jam

continued

Pino’ and ‘Hot Skull’
as well musical entertainment that included
Sweet Sister Sensia, DJ
Dangles, Deejay Flames

It was the first street
jam of Sugar Mas 48
and heavy rains on
Monday night wasn’t
enough to stop it.
Hundreds of revellers
in St. Kitts and Nevis
flooded the flooding
streets
through the streets of
Basseterre and ended at
the 17 Degrees nightclub
with an after party.
On the same evening,
‘Tek Dat Avenue’ officially opened on Bank
Street featuring ‘5 Star

and Firehouse Sounds.
Tek Dat Avenue will
run through the course
of Sugar Mas 48 starting
from December 16 and
ends January 4. Musical
entertainment
nightly
will be provided by local entertainers and soca
bands in the Federation.
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Businessman- The economy
is failing

Chapter One Bookstore shuts down

Morrice Tyrell owner of Chapter One Bookstore
By Monique Washington

A local business man is distraught, after he was forced
to close a business he has been running for more than
a decade, claiming the Nevis economy has taken a
turn for the worst.
Morrice Tyrell, owner of Chapter One Bookstore in
Charlestown, officially closed the store in the Cotton
Ginnery Mall that has been serving the public for
many years this past November and moved his business to his home office.
Nevisians who frequented the store were able to purchase their books, religious literature, school supplies,
text books, magazine, newspapers and cookbooks
both locally written and international titles.
Speaking with the Observer, Tyrell said that he had noticed a great change in business, claiming Nevisians
have no money. “I had to move. People literally have
no money to spend. Things are bad.”
Tyrell said the Government should take some blame
as there is no attempt to stimulate the economy. “I
have been around business my whole professional
life. .There hasn’t been, to the best of my knowledge,
any attempts to stimulate the private sector or bring

any foreign investment .I’ve been in business all my
life and I recognize failures when I see failures.”
This year the island’s economy suffered with the closure of the Brown Hill Communications which laid
off 131 people and the temporary closure of the Four

There hasn’t been to
the best of my knowledge any attempts to
stimulate the private
sector or bring any
foreign investment
Seasons for four months.
During the 2020 NIA Budget address, Premier Mark
Brantley said that because of unfavorable changes
in the global landscape, it has made it increasingly
difficult for the movement of capital into developing countries like Nevis.“The inflow of foreign direct
capital through foreign investment is a necessity. My

administration held great expectations for several
foreign direct investment projects which should have
materialized in 2019.,” Brantley said
He named the Aman Hotel project, the Wynhdam
project and other developments the real estate and
hospitality sector and the long awaited geothermal
project .
Brantley said,“They should have been on track to deliver on their promise in 2019.”
He was hopeful that in 2020 the island will “see
growth in the local economy”
Tyrell pointed out, the Government needs to change
certain polices that works against the businessman
and find ways to stimulate the economy so persons
have more money to spend.
Tyrell said that he now works from his office, while
most of his unsold books and reading materials are
now for sale at another store. “I’m in my home office
where I don’t have to pay rent, electricity, phone bill
for the store any more. I kept my employees. It would
not be good to add to the unemployment worries,” he
said.
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Calypso Monarch
finalist announced
Two former monarchs
lead the way
By Loshaun Dixon

Two former calypso monarchs lead the quest to dethrone reigning monarch
Miss Independent as the
Senior Calypso Monarch
for Sugar Mas 48.
Sixteen calypsonians performed two songs each for
the judges at Warner Park
on Sunday evening. Three
males and four females
will advance and join Miss
Independent in the finals
to be staged December 29
at Warner Park.
Leading the pack was six
time calypso monarch
King Socrates rendering
his popular song ‘No More
Ratatat’ and his lesser
known ‘Hate them, Shun
Them, Fear Them.’ He was
able to amass 791 points
making him the favourite
to challenge the reigning
monarch in the finals
King Craig the monarch
of three years ago was in
second place with his tunes
‘Big Thief’ and ‘Perfect
2020’ finished with 777
points. While third went to
first runner up in last year’s
competition Queen Diva
with 771 points singing
‘Reparations’ and Not a
Wonderful World’ and former monarch King Astro
was fourth attaining 757
points with the songs ‘Baby
Sit’ and ‘De Chorus’.
The others who will compete in the finals are perennial finalists Queen Jackie
753 points Queen Brown
Sugar 748 points, and
Queenie G with 726 points.
Queen Kibi will have to
settle with being the alternate to substitute if any of
the finalist were to drop out.
Miss Independent in 2017
became the first female,
after 46 years of competition, to capture the senior

calypso monarch title and
repeated the feat in 2018.
She will be looking to go
three in a row.
The other semifinalist who
did not advance were King
Zarkie, Lady Destiny,
Genesis, d Awesome
Navigator, Lady b, Lil
Miss, Ayatollah and King
Hollywood.
The calypsonians performed original songs
and were judged on their
performance, lyrics and
music across various
subcategories.
Under Lyrics they were
given 40 points and categorised into four areas:
1. Expression of Theme,
which carries five points;
2. Word craft, which carries 15 points; and is
judged on
3. Creativity
Music is categorised into
the following areas:
1. Melody, which carries
15 points;
2. Arrangement, which
earns the contestant 10
points; and
3. Originality, which carries five points.
Performance is categorised into the following
areas:
1. Rendition, which carries 15 points and begs the
following questions:
2. Presentation, which carries 10 points and speaks
to:
3. Demonstration is the final aspect of Performance
and it earns the competitor
five points.

King Socrates
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Who will be crown
National Carnival
Junior Calypsonian?
Seven to attempt to dethrone Junior Calypso
King and Queen Monarchs
Reigning High School Monarch
By Monique Washington

The final seven competitors for both the
High
School
and
Primary School Junior
Calypso
competition
have been chosen to
come up against reigning Junior Calypso
Monarch Terron Webb
(Invincible) and Tianna
Warner (Sweet T ) on

This year the
event will be
paired with
the National
Carnival
Talented Teen
Competition
Sunday (Dec 22) at the
Sugar Mill.
This year the event
will be paired with
the National Carnival
Talented
Teen
Competition featuring

Shakira
Browne,
Shanika
Johnson,
Ashley
Desarene
Wilson,
Shai-Ann
Tyson, Quniecia Gilbert,
and Xyarra Wilson vying for the title.
National
Carnival
dubbed Sugar Mas 48 is
hosted from November
15 to January 4. It is
being held under the
theme, “ Why wait?
Lets Celebrate Sugar
Mas 48’
Moving on to do battle against reigning
Monarch Sweet T in
the Primary School are
Mighty D, Princess eliz, De all Mighty Child,
Princess Mani, Princess
Chrissy, Lega-Z and De
Herald.
Last Sunday (Dec 15)
Khalique Cabey (The
Kool kid),
Rejaun
Fyfield
(Erastus),
Ashkia Williams (Lady
Sunshine), De’jonique
Hattigan ( Princess Dee
Dee) were eliminated
after they performed in a
one round competition.

The event was held at
the Dr William Connor
Primary School.
The seven finalists will
also go up against reigning High school Junior
a calypso King Terron
(Invincible) Webb but
there names have not
yet been released.
This year the National
Carnival also made an
attempt to host a Junior
Soca Competition which
was scheduled to take
place December 19th
and to be paired with
the National Carnival
Best of the Rest. But, it
had to be cancelled due
to lack of entrants.
National
Carnival
Chairman Noah Mills
informed that despite
efforts to recruit an
acceptable
minimum
number of participants,
they were only able
to secure three for the
competition. But there
are plans to reintroduce
it next year and organize it earlier.
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St. Kitts and Nevis Participants Excel at rss Basic
Training Course

Local Police Officers
have successfully completed the Regional
Security System’s (RSS)
Basic Law Enforcement
Training Course with
two of them receiving
special awards.
The group consisted
of five (5) Officers
–
Jerel
Matthew,
Hillarine
Hercules,
Shyan Williams, Jamal
Edwards and Jermaine
Jacobs. Officer Edwards
was named the Most
Outstanding
Student
overall for the course and
also copped the award
for Best Male in Physical
Training. Best Female
in Physical Training
was awarded to Officer

Williams.
The course included
law enforcement personnel from Barbados,
Antigua and Barbuda,
St. Lucia, Dominica,
Grenada and St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.
It ran for twelve (12)
weeks and concluded
on December 06. The
first ten (10) weeks
were spent in Barbados
where the Officers covered topics such as First
Aid,
Communication,
Internal
Security,
Weapon Handling, Field
Craft, Map Reading
Tactics, Responding to
Disasters, Human Rights,
Prisoner
Handling,
Search and Rescue, as

well as Maritime Law
Enforcement. The remaining two (2) weeks
were spent in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines participating in a Jungle

Officer Jacobs described
the course as physically
and mentally demanding,
but added that it helped
to build self-discipline.

responsibility
for
Operations,
Adolph
Adams, commended the
group for their stellar performance at the training.

“i am honoured by the fact that all
our officers were successful in
completing the course and one
was adjudged the best student
with overall best performance and
scores.
Hazards Operation.

Assistant Commissioner
of
Police
with

“I am honoured by the
fact that all our officers

were successful in completing the course and
one was adjudged the
best student with overall
best performance and
scores. This is a clear
indication that our force
will be in good hands in
years to come if these
officers maintain their
focus and professionalism,” he said.
He also noted that the
course was not an easy
one for the Officers
which made him particularly pleased that they
were able to maintain
their commitment and
dedication to the assigned tasks for the duration of the training.

Page:20

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 20th, 2019

NewS

Team Unity Government Will
Continue To advance Healthcare
in St. Kitts and Nevis

The Dr. the Honourable
Timothy Harris-led Team
Unity Government has
again demonstrated its
commitment
towards
the advancement of
healthcare in St. Kitts
and Nevis, by allocating
approximately EC$61.9
million in budgetary support to the Ministry of
Health for the 2020 fiscal
year.
Of this amount, $55.5
million will support
Recurrent Expenditure,
which represents an increase of 4.2 percent over
the comparative figure
for 2019. In addition, the
ministry would be provided with $6.5 million
for Capital Expenditure.

This will ensure the
continued roll out of
programmes and projects,
including
the

residents, as well as visitors to our shores.
“We will be setting up

Hospital. We are advancing healthcare,” said
Prime Minister Harris on
Thursday, December 12

“We will be setting up a center to deal with…people who
suffer from heart problems.”
establishment of the
Federation’s first ever
Cardiac Catheterization
Laboratory at the Joseph
N.
France
General
Hospital, that will result
in improved healthcare
delivery for citizens and

a center to deal with…
people who suffer from
heart problems. So if
you have a heart attack,
you need a first response
or emergency care—for
the first time that will
be provided at the JNF

when he presented the
2020 Budget Address.
Plans were also revealed
in the 2020 Budget for
the commencement of
construction on a stateof-the-art Health Centre

in St. Peter’s in the upcoming year.
Moreover, the Recurrent
Expenditure will allow
the Ministry of Health
to forge ahead with
programmes that seek
to address the issue of
non-communicable diseases (NCDs), which are
responsible for about 83
percent of all deaths in
the Federation.
The honourable prime
minister made specific
mention of the STEPS
survey being undertaken
by the ministry, which
seeks to collect information on the risk factors
for non-communicable

diseases such as diabetes,
high blood pressure and
cancer.
“The assessment will
seek to determine the
current levels of chronic
disease risk factors in the
Federation, predict future
caseloads of chronic diseases and help health services plan and implement
public health interventions to prevent chronic
disease epidemics,” Dr.
Harris continued.
The information gathered from the survey
will serve to inform the
decision-making process
in regard to financing of
public health interventions to combat NCDs.
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Tourism Continues To Be a Major
Economic Contributor For St. Kitts

The tourism sector in St.
Kitts and Nevis continues to play a vital role
in the overall development of the twin island
Federation, as it is recognized as one of the
largest contributors to
gross domestic product
(GDP) and the sector responsible for the greatest
employment figures in
the country.
Making his contribution to the 2020 Budget
Debate in the National
Assembly, Minister of
Tourism, the Honourable
Lindsay Grant, said that
the contribution of the
tourism sector to the
growth and development of the Federation is
“obvious and measureable” as the World Travel
and Tourism Council
(WTTC), in its 2019
Economic Impact Report
for St. Kitts and Nevis,
stated that the total contribution of travel and
tourism to the GDP in
2018 was US$634.5 million, representing 62.4
percent of GDP.
“Directly and indirectly,
tourism provides approximately 15,000 jobs or
59.9 percent of total employment in St. Kitts and
Nevis. Mr. Speaker, this is

a clear indication that the
strategies for tourism infrastructure and product
development, as well as
marketing strategies being implemented by this
Team Unity Government
have been successful in
yielding positive and impactful results,” the minister added.

2018—that is what we
are doing in 2019, moving the country along
in the right direction.
Further Mr. Speaker, we
topped last year’s record
by increasing June’s system wide airlift arrivals
by an additional 6.8 percent in 2019, of course
driven by the phenomenal influx of travelers to
attend the 2019 St. Kitts

“Directly and indirectly, tourism
provides approximately 15,000
jobs or 59.9 percent of total
employment in St. Kitts and
Nevis.
The Honourable Lindsay
Grant anticipates another
year of significant growth
for 2019. Speaking
specifically to airlift,
Minister Grant said that
from January through
October 2019, St. Kitts
and Nevis recorded a
system wide increase of
7.8 percent.
“For the month of
February alone Mr.
Speaker, arrivals increased 20.7 percent
system wide and 25.6
percent [increase] from
North America over

Music Festival,” the minister reported.
With respect to the cruise
sector, the honourable
minister reminded the
nation that St. Kitts welcomed a million cruise
passengers for the first
time during the 2017-18
cruise season and repeated this historic feat
for the 2018-19 cruise
season.
Minister Grant indicated that they expect to

eclipse the million cruise
passenger mark again
for 2019-2020 season,
adding, “We are the only
destination in the OECS
[Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States] that
can give you a million
passengers, but not only

a million passengers but
a million passengers
back to back to back.”
To keep this momentum
in the tourism sector,
the honourable minister
outlined developmental
plans that will commence

in the upcoming year
with a focus on capacity
building, customer service excellence, product
enhancement and expansion and destination
stewardship.
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Banker Launches Parade
Troupe for Sugar Mas 48
Intoxicated with Sugar Mas

By Petra Mc Sheen

Banker’s Mas Camp
has launched its parade
troupe for Sugar Mas 48
dubbed ‘Intoxicated with
Sugar Mas.’
The launch took place
Wednesday, and the
founder of the Mas camp
Banker said that the
name of the troupe derived from the toxic and
non toxic elements in
carnival.
Some of the costumes
that Banker had on
display at the launch
included a folklore costume depicting both
masquerade and clowns.
The swimsuit costumes
on display represented
Sugar Mas pageants such
as National Swimwear,
Talented Teen
and
National Queen.

Banker informed the
Observer that he has
building mas for 19
years and the Banker
Mas Troupe has been
a part of the Sugar Mas
Parade for 14 years. He

Banker took the opportunity to advise the youth
of the country to do the
right thing, follow their
dreams and looks forward to being on the road
for Sugar Mas parade

Banker informed
the observer that
he has building
mas for 19 years
has won band of the
year approximately five
times, Queen of the Band
approximately 10 times
and King of the Band approximately four times.

with other troupes.
Grand Masters Band
will be providing music
for the Intoxicated with
Sugar Mas troupe.
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SKNFA lands new
uniform supplier

SKN National team celebrating a goal at Warner Park
By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts-Nevis Football
Association (SKNFA)has struck a
deal with Capelli Sport to become
the official and exclusive uniform,

Jacobs said that the football association was enthusiastic about the
partnership with Capelli Sport. “As
a growing football association based
in our geographic region, Capelli
Sport offers a sharp, fresh, quality

“Continuing to expand our reach
into the Caribbean is so
important, and we are proud
to be a part of it
apparel and equipment supplier for
the football association.
Capelli Sport, an international
sportswear brand, have announced
a long-term partnership between
the organisations. The deal will see
Capelli Sport provide gear for the
national teams of St. Kitts and Nevis.
President and CEO George Altirs
expressed his pleasure at making the
deal.“We are thrilled to partner with
an international football association
the likes of St. Kitts and Nevis.

“Continuing to expand our reach
into the Caribbean is so important,
and we are proud to be a part of it.
We look forward to supporting the
Football Association and its players
on and off the field”, Altirs said.
SKNFA’s General Secretary Stanley

look for our players as they train
and compete locally, nationally or
internationally. We look forward to
developing a strong, fruitful partnership in the coming years.”
SKNFA is one of 31 Member
Associations of the CFU, and one
of 41 Member Associations of
CONCACAF. The SKNFA was
founded in 1932 for the purpose of
developing, promoting and managing football throughout the nation.
Capelli Sport was founded in 2011 by
President and CEO George Altirs,
with the mission to provide quality,
functionality and design for highlevel performance on the field. Altirs’
more than 30 years in the apparel,
fashion and accessory business with
parent company, GMA Accessories,
led to the creation of Capelli Sport.
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Port Officer
addresses first
day of Port fees

Port Officer addresses
first day of Port fees
Vehicle
owners
who drive onto the
Charlestown Port pier to
carry out drop-offs and
pick-ups are required
to pay the Nevis Air
and Sea Ports Authority
(NASPA) a port entrance fee of EC$2.00,
and in the case of businesses a monthly charge
of EC$50.00 as of
December 16, 2019.
The Department of
Information visited the
sea port on December
16, 2019, and NASPA’s
Port Officer Sergeant
Berlyn Webbe, who is
stationed there said the
new process was going
smoothly on the first
day with the exception
of a few challenges from
some vehicle owners.
In a release from the authority dated December
12, 2019, Mr. Ken
Pemberton
NASPA’s
Operations Manager at
the port explained that

NewS

the new measure was
instituted in an effort to
enhance security and
to better manage the
facility.
“A fee will be charged

office in Charlestown at
the end of every month.
As for members of the
public who prefer to
walk to the boats to drop
off or make collections,

“Please work with us
as we try to provide
quality service,
to enter the port. Instead
of driving on the pier
dropping off a letter or
collecting a letter from
the vessel, we are asking
you to walk so that they
can ease the traffic on
the pier and avoid congestion,” he explained.
On entering the port entrance via the Iron Shed,
the fee would be deposited into an automated
system programmed to
accept two $1.00 coins
or eight 25 cents coins.
In the case of business
owners, the fee will have
to be paid at the port’s

Mr. Pemberton noted
that they should exercise
due care and attention to
assist the authority to
better manage the facility especially when it is
busy.
The NASPA official
urged members of the
public to comply with
the new system.
“Please work with us as
we try to provide quality
service, better service
for all in the island of
Nevis,” he said.
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Government Making
Steps To Build
resiliency in
Water Supply
The Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis in its attempts to further enhance
its sustainable development, has made some
steps towards building
resiliency in the water
supply amidst climate
change that has brought
about more droughtlike conditions, said the
Prime Minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis, Dr. the
Honourable
Timothy
Harris during his Budget
Address
2020
on
December 12, 2019.
“Mr. Speaker, the rise in
global temperatures has

intensified the incidence
of drought across the
globe. Our Federation is
not immune to these adverse impacts. In recent
years, extended periods
of very low or absence of
precipitation has become
commonplace thereby
impacting the availability
of water,” Prime Minister
Harris said.

with respect to the water
sector.”

Caribbean Development
Bank (CDB) was named
‘Building Resiliency in

Some of the vital areas
that will be addressed by
the project include “the
development of a reliable and resilient water
supply infrastructure,
enhancements of the
organisational capacity
of water supply service
providers for effective
and efficient management, and fostering an
enabling legal, regulatory and institutional
environment for the
efficient performance
of water service providers,” said Prime Minister
Harris.

“Mr. Speaker, the rise in
global temperatures has
intensified the incidence
of drought across the
Prime Minister Harris
stated that last year, “the globe.
Ministry of Sustainable
Development had developed a concept note as
the first step in our effort
to bring future support

This
concept
note
which was developed
in collaboration with

the Water Supply in St.
Kitts and Nevis’.

The honourable prime
minister then stated that
the Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis “intends
to submit this project for
consideration … to the
Global Climate Fund.”
“If successful, it will
be our first successful
engagement in seeking
financing with respect
to the climate change
fund that has been established,” Dr. Harris said.
In 2020, “we would
continue to work with
the CDB to complete
the process and bring
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Government commits to continue
PaP in 2020
The
Team
Unity
Government of St. Kitts
and Nevis has made provisions in its 2020 Budget
for the continuation of
the successful Poverty
Alleviation Programme
(PAP) that has brought
much needed financial
relief to the most vulnerable persons in society.
As indicated in the
2020 Budget Address
by Prime Minister Dr.
the Honourable Timothy
Harris, a total of 40,000
transactions were processed for the Poverty
Alleviation Programme
totaling
approximately $20 million as at
September 2019.
The PAP provides a

stipend of $500 monthly
to households with a
gross monthly income of
less than $3,000.
While lending her support to the Appropriation
(2020)
Bill,
2019,
Minister of State within
the Ministry of Social
Services, Senator the
Honourable
Wendy
Phipps, stated that some
4,000 households across
St. Kitts and Nevis are
benefiting directly from
this social assistance
initiative.
Senator Phipps added,
“It is undeniable that
the Poverty Alleviation
Programme has made a
marked difference in the
lives of the persons who
are beneficiaries of this
particular project.”

The honourable senator
also used her insightful

presentation
in
the
National Assembly on
Tuesday (December 17)
to dispel the mischief
that is being peddled
by the naysayers of the
Opposition surrounding
the implementation and
management of the yearold programme.
The minister stated
clearly that all of the
provisions that were
put in place in terms of
the Poverty Alleviation
Programme were done so
in tandem with the Social
Protection Bill that had

its first reading in March
2018.
“And what the Cabinet
would have done in order
to properly prepare for
the implementation of
the Poverty Alleviation
Programme is to go into
the Bill and activate,
in advance, an interministerial
committee
which the Bill calls for
in the administration of
social services and social
justice for the people of
this country who need
help in being ensured
that they can have a

decent standard of living in keeping with the
basic human rights conventions going back to
1948,” Minister Phipps
said.
The Poverty Alleviation
Programme was one of
the major commitments
made by Team Unity in
the build up to the 2015
General Election.

NewS

inland revenue
Changes Tax
Structure for
Vehicle
Licencing
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The Inland Revenue Department
(IRD) has updated the way the tax
is applied for licencing new vehicles, persons now being charged
the licensing fee per month, effective Nov. 4.
“Previously, the department was
issuing the tax based on a quarterly basis for new registrations
for licensing purposes. However,
that was changed to monthly,”
explained Senior Tax Inspector at
the IRD, Oleah Prentice, on a recent
edition of “Traffic Talk” where, as
special guest, she joined Inspector
Phillip Eddy and Officer Donaly
Liburd-Chiverton, the hosts of the

programme.
She noted the new tax structure will
make the tax rate cheaper for new
registrants and highlighted that the
annual fee will remain the same.
She also advised the public of the
necessary documents needed when
registering vehicles.
“When registering a vehicle, if you
are just registering, all you need is
the registration document and identification. If you are licensing, you
require your inspection and your insurance. We have seen persons just
come in with the registration and
insurance without their inspection,
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so they have to go back and get the
inspection,” she said.
She further explained that for transfers, proof of insurance is also needed except in the case where persons
would have notified the Traffic
Department that the car will not be
on the road and granted a waiver.
“We are asking the motorist to be
mindful of this when you are doing
a transfer. We require your transfer
document from traffic, your insurance and if you are a new taxpayer
to the department, you will need
identification,” she said.
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Chapter 2—The Sinner’s Need of Christ

Ellen G. White Writings
Man was originally endowed with noble powers
and a well-balanced mind.
He was perfect in his being,
and in harmony with God.
His thoughts were pure, his
aims holy. But through disobedience, his powers were
perverted, and selfishness
took the place of love. His
nature became so weakened
through transgression that it
was impossible for him, in
his own strength, to resist the
power of evil. He was made
captive by Satan, and would
have remained so forever had
not God specially interposed.
It was the tempter’s purpose
to thwart the divine plan in
man’s creation, and fill the
earth with woe and desolation. And he would point to
all this evil as the result of
God’s work in creating man.

In his sinless state, man
held joyful communion with
Him “in whom are hid all
the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.” Colossians 2:3.
But after his sin, he could no
longer find joy in holiness,
and he sought to hide from
the presence of God. Such
is still the condition of the
unrenewed heart. It is not
in harmony with God, and
finds no joy in communion
with Him. The sinner could
not be happy in God’s presence; he would shrink from
the companionship of holy
beings. Could he be permitted to enter heaven, it would
have no joy for him. The
spirit of unselfish love that
reigns there—every heart
responding to the heart of
Infinite Love—would touch
no answering chord in his
soul. His thoughts, his interests, his motives, would
be alien to those that actuate
the sinless dwellers there. He
would be a discordant note
in the melody of heaven.
Heaven would be to him a
place of torture; he would
long to be hidden from Him
who is its light, and the center of its joy. It is no arbitrary
decree on the part of God
that excludes the wicked
from heaven; they are shut
out by their own unfitness for
its companionship. The glory
of God would be to them a
consuming fire. They would

welcome destruction, that
they might be hidden from
the face of Him who died to
redeem them.

It is impossible for us, of
ourselves, to escape from
the pit of sin in which we are
sunken. Our hearts are evil,
and we cannot change them.
“Who can bring a clean thing
out of an unclean? not one.”
“The carnal mind is enmity
against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be.” Job 14:4;
Romans 8:7. Education, culture, the exercise of the will,
human effort, all have their
proper sphere, but here they
are powerless. They may
produce an outward correctness of behavior, but they
cannot change the heart; they
cannot purify the springs of
life. There must be a power
working from within, a new
life from above, before men
can be changed from sin
to holiness. That power is
Christ. His grace alone can
quicken the lifeless faculties
of the soul, and attract it to
God, to holiness.

The Saviour said, “Except a
man be born from above,”
unless he shall receive a new
heart, new desires, purposes,
and motives, leading to a
new life, “he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” John 3:3,
margin. The idea that it is
necessary only to develop the
good that exists in man by
nature, is a fatal deception.
“The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned.”
“Marvel not that I said unto
thee, Ye must be born again.”
1 Corinthians 2:14; John 3:7.
Of Christ it is written, “In
Him was life; and the life
was the light of men”—the
only “name under heaven
given among men, whereby
we must be saved.” John 1:4;
Acts 4:12.

It is not enough to perceive
the loving-kindness of God,

to see the benevolence, the
fatherly tenderness, of His
character. It is not enough
to discern the wisdom and
justice of His law, to see that
it is founded upon the eternal
principle of love. Paul the
apostle saw all this when he
exclaimed, “I consent unto
the law that it is good.” “The
law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and
good.” But he added, in the
bitterness of his soul-anguish
and despair, “I am carnal,
sold under sin.” Romans
7:16, 12, 14. He longed for
the purity, the righteousness, to which in himself he
was powerless to attain, and

the world.” John 1:29.

Many are the figures by
which the Spirit of God has
sought to illustrate this truth,
and make it plain to souls
that long to be freed from the
burden of guilt. When, after
his sin in deceiving Esau,
Jacob fled from his father’s
home, he was weighed down
with a sense of guilt. Lonely
and outcast as he was, separated from all that had made
life dear, the one thought
that above all others pressed
upon his soul, was the fear
that his sin had cut him off

Man was originally
endowed with noble
powers and a well-balanced mind. He was perfect in his being, and in
harmony with God. His
thoughts were pure, his
aims holy. But through
disobedience, his powers were perverted, and
selfishness took the
place of love. His nature
became so weakened
through transgression ...
cried out, “O wretched man
that I am! who shall deliver
me from this body of death?”
Romans 7:24, margin. Such
is the cry that has gone up
from burdened hearts in
all lands and in all ages. To
all, there is but one answer,
“Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of

from God, that he was forsaken of Heaven. In sadness
he lay down to rest on the
bare earth, around him only
the lonely hills, and above,
the heavens bright with stars.
As he slept, a strange light
broke upon his vision; and
lo, from the plain on which
he lay, vast shadowy stairs

seemed to lead upward to
the very gates of heaven, and
upon them angels of God
were passing up and down;
while from the glory above,
the divine voice was heard
in a message of comfort
and hope. Thus was made
known to Jacob that which
met the need and longing of
his soul—a Saviour. With
joy and gratitude he saw revealed a way by which he, a
sinner, could be restored to
communion with God. The
mystic ladder of his dream
represented Jesus, the only
medium of communication
between God and man.

This is the same figure to
which Christ referred in His
conversation with Nathanael,
when He said, “Ye shall see
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son
of man.” John 1:51. In the
apostasy, man alienated himself from God; earth was cut
off from heaven. Across the
gulf that lay between, there
could be no communion.
But through Christ, earth is
again linked with heaven.
With His own merits, Christ
has bridged the gulf which
sin had made, so that the
ministering angels can hold
communion with man. Christ
connects fallen man in his
weakness and helplessness
with the Source of infinite
power.

But in vain are men’s dreams
of progress, in vain all efforts
for the uplifting of humanity, if they neglect the one
Source of hope and help for
the fallen race. “Every good
gift and every perfect gift”
(James 1:17) is from God.
There is no true excellence
of character apart from Him.
And the only way to God is
Christ. He says, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father,
but by Me.” John 14:6.

The heart of God yearns over
His earthly children with a
love stronger than death. In
giving up His Son, He has

poured out to us all heaven
in one gift. The Saviour’s
life and death and intercession, the ministry of angels,
the pleading of the Spirit, the
Father working above and
through all, the unceasing interest of heavenly beings,—
all are enlisted in behalf of
man’s redemption.

Oh, let us contemplate the
amazing sacrifice that has
been made for us! Let us
try to appreciate the labor
and energy that Heaven is
expending to reclaim the
lost, and bring them back to
the Father’s house. Motives
stronger, and agencies more
powerful, could never be
brought into operation;
the exceeding rewards for
right-doing, the enjoyment
of heaven, the society of the
angels, the communion and
love of God and His Son,
the elevation and extension
of all our powers throughout eternal ages—are these
not mighty incentives and
encouragements to urge us
to give the heart’s loving
service to our Creator and
Redeemer?

And, on the other hand,
the judgments of God pronounced against sin, the
inevitable retribution, the
degradation of our character,
and the final destruction, are
presented in God’s word to
warn us against the service
of Satan.

Shall we not regard the
mercy of God? What more
could He do? Let us place
ourselves in right relation to
Him who has loved us with
amazing love. Let us avail
ourselves of the means provided for us that we may be
tra

Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G.
White. All Rights Reserved.

NewS

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 20th, 2019

Page:31

ADverTiSemeNT

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 20th, 2019

Page:32

