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RUSVM sponsors CFBC and 
Nevis sixth form students

By Loshaun Dixon 

Fourteen students from 
the Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College (CFBC) 
and Nevis sixth form 
have been awarded 
scholarships from the 
Ross University School 
of  Veterinary  Medicine 
(RUSVM) at a ceremony 
last week.

In an interview with The 
Observer RUSVM Dean 
Sean Callanan indi-
cated the ceremony was 
the brainchild of Vice 
President of Operations 
Ray Francis saying,”We 
believe one significant 
way of empowerment is 
through education and 
just not the education 
of adults but education 
from day one. This is our 
chance to give back and 
take a group of people 
in their teenage years 
which is a vulnerable 
time where they maybe 
deciding is my path go-
ing to be education or 
something else.”

He said they were recog-
nizing groups of students 
who they know have a 
passion for working in 
the community and also 
a passion to do better in 
life and are committed to 
a future in education.”We 
want to support them 
and give them a small 
step up and acknowledge 
that they are on the right 
path.”

He explained the 

scholarship covers the 
students who attend the 
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant 
College or Nevis sixth 
form.”It is across dif-
ferent studies. It’s not 

important to us that they 
study anything to do with 
veterinary studies...any-
thing from accounting, 
sociology, culinary arts,  
agriculture and all other 
areas .We had our third 
ceremony last week and 
we accepted 14 new stu-
dents. It was lovely to see 
some of our past award-
ees there some who are 
now finishing off their 
studies at CFBC and 
some who are now going 
on to other colleges.”

He noted it had created 
a good partnership be-
tween RUSVM because 
it is not only a scholar-
ship but it also builds a 
strategic alliance with 

the CFBC and the Nevis 
sixth form “These stu-
dents also spend time 
here in their summer 
in internships and you 
could see the way it has 
built their confidence and 
gives them experience of 
what it is like to be in a 
work environment.”

He also highlighted the 
Rigorous process the 
successful students had 
to undergo.”It was ad-
vertised to say such a 
scholarship existed and 

everyone was encour-
aged to apply. They had 
to fill out personal infor-
mation, supply and their 
CVs. This was then eval-
uated by an independent 
group of people and they 
were then brought to an 
interview. And then the 

final number picked.”
The RUSVM is hoping 
to continue and expand 
the programme for fu-
ture students. “We are 
looking to carry it to 
the future and are look-
ing to expand it too. It 

is expanding every year 
and we continue to look 
after the people that has 
already come through 
the system. We known 
its had a successful mark 
on those who had been 
successful,”  Callanan 
said.

“We want to  
support them and 
give them a small 

step up and  
acknowledge that 

they are on the 
right path.”
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TABERNACLE POLICE STATION HOSTS ANOTHER  
SUCCESSFUL COMMUNITY SOCIAL EVENT

Basseterre, St. Kitts, 
January 14, 2020: Scores 
of children and adults 
from the District ‘B’ area 
came out to socialize 
with the Police for a day 
of fun-filled activities at 
the annual Tabernacle 
Police/Fire Community 
Social Event held on 
January 11, 2020.

The event, which took 
place on the grounds of 
the Tabernacle Station, 
had lots of food, drinks, 
music, and games for 
everyone. The children 
enjoyed playing in the 
bouncing castle, on the 
trampoline, and football 
while the adults played 
exciting games at the 
domino table and en-
gaged Officers present 
in conversation, but per-
sons of all ages were seen 
dancing and singing to 
the music. The social be-
gan at 3 p.m. with a party 
for the children then con-
tinued into the night for 
the adults.

This event continues 
to build a closer bond 
between the Police and 
the residents they serve. 
Sergeant Simeon Liburd 
has coordinated the event 
for the past two years. 
He explained that it was 
a way for the Police to 
socialize with the com-
munity, in addition to 
building relationships 
and confidence in the 
Police. 

A special appearance 
was made by Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of National Security, Dr. 
the Honourable Timothy 

Harris who is also re-
sides in the area. He 
presented gifts to all the 
children, mingled with 
the adults and played a 
game of dominoes with 
Commissioner of Police, 
Hilroy Brandy as his 
partner. Prime Minister 
Harris lauded the High 
Command and Officers 
of the Tabernacle Station 
for their commitment to 
keeping the event going 
annually.

One resident in atten-
dance echoed similar 
sentiments and said, 

“this is a way of social-
izing with the Police, 
we can’t always look at 
the Police as the enemy, 
this is a way of building 

a relationship and giv-
ing us the hope that we 
can come to the Police 
Station and make a report 
and not feel it is not going 
to be dealt with. It is also 
exciting; we have music 
and a lively session with 
people communicating 
with each other and hav-
ing fun.”

“I always look forward 
to this event in January 
where I can bring my 
kids and have fun,” said 
another attendee. 

Other members of the 

High Command and 
Gazetted Officers also 
came out to support 
the event. Community 
Policing has become the 
fulcrum of the organiza-
tion in its effort to im-
prove service. In a recent 
address at the Force’s 

New Year’s Celebration 
Service, Commissioner 
of Police, Hilroy Brandy 
cemented this mandate 
when he announced his 
“Vision 20/20” theme 
as “Engaging and 
Reassuring Communities 
by Improving our 

Service.” This is just one 
of many community-
centered events that will 
take place throughout the 
year.

This event continues 

to build a closer bond 

between the Police 

and the residents they 

serve. Sergeant Sime-

on Liburd has coordi-

nated the event for the 

past two years



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 17th, 2020 NewSPage:4

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams

Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com

Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summa-
rise or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters ad-
dressed to The Observer or its staff are intended for publication unless oth-
erwise stated. Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked 

 

 

St. Kitts               Nevis

POB 657, Lower Market Street         #1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I.            Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.

Tel.: (869) 466-4994             Tel.: (869) 469-5907

Fax: (869) 466-4995             Fax: (869) 469-5891

Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn         Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

The Federation’s Politically Independent News Source

Half a hurricane; full warning.

EDITORIAL

This past week, St Kitts and Nevis experienced unusual weather. We had winds 

gusting as high as 35 knots, intermittent but heavy showers and seas with swells 

as high as 18 feet.  By comparison, a category 1 hurricane has winds of 64 knots. 

So, in other words, we witnessed half a hurricane!  This was unusual for this time 

of year.

But the weather is not our focus, rather it is the small craft warning that was is-

sued as a result of the weather. 

For many persons wanting and needing to travel between the islands, this was a 

problem.  Of the seven ferries operating between Charlestown to Basseterre, five 
(5) of them have a capacity of less than 60 passengers, and four (4) of them have 

outboard motors.  While we cannot definitively describe them as “small craft”, 
the fact that four of them suspended service seems to suggest that they are indeed 

small craft.  But one did not. Even the Sea Bridge suspended service.

For the boat that continued in service, its crossing time, usually half an hour or 

less, from all reports, became longer as it battled the elements, including a strong 

tide.  Even those water taxis, operating from alternate ports were said to have 

experienced roughness; but that roughness was countered – in part – by the short 

passage between ports.  

This experience raised the question of regulations and control.  Who determines 

what is a “small” craft?  Who determines when they should “stay in port”?

Inter-island sea transportation is handled by several entities namely the Maritime 

Department, the Department of Communications etc, St Kitts Air and Seaport 

Authority and the Nevis Air and Seaport Authority.  The Coast Guard also plays 

a role.  Their regulatory efforts fall under SOLAS, the international Convention 

for Safety of Lives at Sea.  The operating license is issued by the Department of 

Communications, the inspection for seaworthiness is conducted by the Maritime 

department and the Port Authorities control berthing, docking and passenger/

cargo movement. Interdiction is the duty of the Coast Guard. 

It seems that their roles are not always co-ordinated towards the safety of passen-

gers, and so it is left to the operators to decide whether operations will continue 

or not.  Boat operators, therefore can court disaster for as long as they want to. 

This is a scary thought. 

Perhaps it is time to tighten regulations. When small craft should stay in port, our 

authorities should make them do so.

1 in every 9 men 
will develop  

prostate cancer

By Monique Washington 

One in every 10 men will 
develop prostate can-
cer in their lifetime, but 
with early detection, 
the spread of the deadly 
disease can help treated 
and cured according to 
Dr. Brian Cohen.

This Saturday, (January 
18) Miami urolo-
gist Doctor Dwayne  
Thwaites will be joined 
by Dr. Cohen, Dr. Chris 
Gomez, Dr. Daniel 
Caruso and a number 
of volunteers who will 
screen hundreds of men 
for the disease at no cost. 
They must 40 years and 
older or men who have 
close family members 
who have died from the 
disease. 

The screening is sched-
uled to be held at the 
Occasions Center at 
Pinney’s.

Last year resulted in the 
largest number of men 
being screened  with 650 
showing up for the exam. 
This was quite a differ-
ence from 20 persons 
being screened the first 
year.

Dr. Cohen told the 
Observer he would love 
to see the same number 
or even more men than 
last year. 

He highlighted the 
importance of being 
screened on annual bas-
es. “The importance of 
screening on yearly bas-
es is that things change 
over the course of your 
lifetime. Screening is 
important because with 
prostate cancer it does 
not cause symptoms 

until it is too late to cure 
the disease. 

“We try to screen people 
with the prostate exam 
which is digital rectal 
exam and the PSA exam 
which is a blood test to 
identify men that might 
be a risk for having pros-

tate cancer.  Those men 
normally go on to having 
a biopsy of the prostate 
to get tissue to see if it is 
indeed prostate cancer.” 

Cohen said  a biopsy is 
needed when  the pros-
tate feels abnormal and 
your PSA  is normal, 
prostate feels normal but 
your PSA is abnormal, 
or when both test are 
abnormal . He noted that 
the biopsy is a procedure 
that is done in an office 
setting and  takes about 
15 to 20 minutes through 
local anaesthesia .

Cohen said that lifestyle 
and the way men eat 
might be contributing 
factors to developing 
prostate cancer.

“There is a lot of data 
about this but none of 

this conclusive data . 
Studies show that 1 in 
10 men will be affected 
by this cancer. .Certainly  
diets that are high in fats, 
eating a lot of fried foods, 
eating a lot of pork prod-
uct-- these thing have 
been shown to increase 
you risk of having pros-

tate cancer,” he said.

He said that one of the 
reasons why the number 
of men getting screened 
is increasing is  because 
“the message is getting 
out there “, 

“We are doing radio pro-
grams and TV programs  
every single time we 
are here. I think word of 
mouth is a big part of it. 
Nevis is, above all the 
other places that we do, 
probably  is the one that 
exploded most quickly. 
People here are getting 
the idea that they need 
to get it done because 
it is important for their 
health,” he said.

Twaites and his team will 
also host prostate screen-
ings in Antigua and St. 
Kitts later in the year. 

Nevis is above all the other 
places that we do probably 

is  the one that exploded 
most quickly. People are 

more getting the idea that 
they need to get it done 

because it is important for 
their health 
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By Monique Washington 

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley has formally 
congratulated the Oualie 
Beach Resort, which has 
once again been able to 
obtain re-certification 
from the Caribbean 
Tourism Organisation 
(CTO). He has urged 
other properties to follow 
suit and seek the CTO’s 
Hospitality Assured 
certification..
The CTO recently an-
nounced that elev-
en companies has 

successfully completed  
the programme and 
gained HA certification, 
one of  which was the St. 
Kitts Ocean Terrace Inn. 
Others include Island 
Magic Beach Resort 
– Belize, Karanambu 
Lodge – Guyana, King’s 
Hotel and Residences 
– Guyana, Roraima 
Duke Lodge – Guyana, 
The Boardwalk Village 
– Jamaica, Cox and 
Company Limited – 
St. Lucia, Southern 
Taxi Association – St. 
Lucia, Bakers Suite 
– St. Maarten, Hotel 

Alexandrina – St. 
Vincent & the Grenadine 
and Oualie Beach Resort 
– Nevis.

On Tuesday during a cel-
ebration of the achieve-
ment at the resort, Premier 
Brantley noted the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank has made available 
funding for renovations. 
“Often times I think we 
think that we can sit back 
and let people come to us. 
Oualie has been stamped. 
It is a stamp that says 
Oualie has a certain stan-
dard of excellence. 

“When we hear about 
tourism in the Caribbean 
we always hear 
about  sun, sea and sand. I 
would like to add another 
“S” and that is for service. 
Because, it is the service 
that ranks Oualie as best 
in terms of hospitality.” 

John Hanley, Nevis tour-

ism permanent secretary,  
extended  warm con-
gratulations to Oualie 
Beach  Resort on the ac-
colade bestowed on the 
hotel. He also commend-
ed Faith Bertie, general 
manager of the resort 
and her team. “I want 
to say congratulations 
to Oualie on their deter-
mination to succeed  in 
obtaining this service  of 
excellence landmark. 
Hospitality Assured rec-
ognizes businesses in 
the tourism and hospi-
tality industry. Several 
years ago Nevis would 
have  paved the way  in 
the Federation  with 
the hospitality assured 
program.”  

Hanley noted that in 2017 
Nelson Spring, Nisbett’s 
Plantation and Oualie 
were the first  three 
properties to receive the 

award in the Federation.

He explained that Oualie 
is the first to be re-certi-
fied under the hospitality 
assured programme. 

Hanley explained there 
are nine steps to certifi-
cation that lasts for  two 
years . He said that the 

companies must achieve 
an average in excess 
of 60% across the nine 
steps. “What is com-
mendable is that, not 
only did Oualie  get 
re-certified  but they im-
proved on their overall 
assessment. 

“Given Nevis’ posi-
tioning and destination 
images as a high end 
destination hospitality as-
sured provides a unique 
opportunity for stake-
holders to improve their 
service standards and 
adopt a frame work of 
excellence which enables 
us to be in the best posi-
tion to offers consistently 
excellent and memorable 
experiences to our guest.”

Qualie Front Desk & 
Reservations Manager 

Stacy Parris Claxton said, 
“Hospitality  Assured is 
an equality standard cre-
ated by the institute of 
hospitality, designed 
for customer facing 
businesses and geared 
towards helping busi-
nesses reach and exceed 
their full potential by 
following world class 
processes as it relates 
to customers service 
standards  and  employee 
engagement.“Oualie re-
sort  is proud in being re-
certified in this program 
for the second  time.” 

Qualie General Manager 
Faith  Bertie pointed 
out the importance of 
training . She urged the 
Premier and  Hanley 
to consider doing more 
training on the island 
of Nevis. “ Training is 
very important. When 
our clients come to 
Nevis,  whether it be at im-
migration, customs,  the 
bank or anywhere having 
good customer service is 
very important because 
it goes long way and it 
shows that we care about 
our customers and that we 
warmly welcome them to 
our shores  and we really 
appreciate them.”

Co-owner of the re-
sort ,John Yearwood said 
Oualie is not a luxury 
five star operation but a 
simple three star. “We are 
on the best beach on the 
island  but we don’t have 
gold plated taps like the 
Four Seasons or the Park 
Hyatt. We focus on what 
is most important and that 
is our staff . Our guest 
always say how friendly 
our staff  is  and how in-
credible our service is and 
they come back year after 
year  mainly because of 
our staff.” 

I want to say  
congratulations to 

Oualie On their deter-
mination to succeed  in 

obtaining this ser-
vice  of excellence  

landmark

Premier congratulates 
Oualie on  

re-certification  
of Hospitality  Some staff along with Premier Hon Mark Brantley   
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Sugar Mas 48 Road March Winners Have Victory Jam

Grand Masters Band GM Addix ‘Lift Off Stress’

This year’s road march victory makes 
the tenth time the Grand Masters 

Band has won the title with its first 
win being in 1987.

By Petra Mc Sheene 

After a successful cam-
paign to re capture the 
Road March title the 
Grand Masters band on 
Saturday held  its vic-
tory jam through the 
streets of Basseterre to 
celebrate with their fans 
and revellers.

The jam began at their 
band house at The 
Village and continued 
down Cayon Street, then 
onto Church and ended 
at Central Street where 
they continued entertain-
ing revellers with the 
Road March ‘Lift Off De 
Stress’ as well as other 
songs form their latest 
Sugar Mas Album. 

This year’s road march 
victory makes the tenth 
time the Grand Masters 
Band has won the title 
with its first win being in 
1987.

Opinions differed on 
who should have been 
the road march win-
ner, with some feeling 
that the Nu Vybes Band 
should have won be-
cause of the patriotism 

behind the lyrics of their 
song ‘Area Code.’  But 
others felt that Grand 
Masters Band along 
with the GM Addix had 
a better performance at 
the judging stations dur-
ing the Sugar Mas 48 
Jouvert.  The two were 
separated by a mere five 
points

During the carnival sea-
son, the Grand Masters 
Band was quite busy 
as they performed at 

various events includ-
ing Flag and Wet Fete, 
Inception, Jouvert and 
Grand Parade. 

Lead vocalist Smiley of 
the Grand Masters Band 
as well as the other band 
members said they look 
forward to a more suc-
cessful 2020 and anx-
iously awaits Sugar Mas 
49.
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Dr. Wycliffe Baird, chairman 
Cannabis Implementation 

Committee, has revealed his 
initial views on the   

legalization of  
Cannabis  

in the Federation.

By Loshaun Dixon

Dr. Wycliffe Baird, 
chairman Cannabis 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
Committee, has revealed 
his initial views on the 
legalization of Cannabis 
in the Federation.

 Cannabis is a drug and 
plant that can be used for 
great benefit to humans 
and animals.  It has a 
great deal of medicinal 
value to it and I am now 
a passionate supporter 
for the responsible use of 
cannabis.

The advantages and 
benefits of cannabis 
out-way the disadvan-
tages.   Several coun-
tries have adopted 

decriminalization and we 
should fall in line with 
that.

 

I personally believe that 
marijuana should be le-
galized for medicinal 
purposes and for re-
search and development 
purposes. 

 

I also believe that pursu-
ant to the Rastafarians 
and religion it should be 
allowed to be used.

I do not believe we should 
free up the weed and al-
low everyone to use can-
nabis as they wish. I think 
it has some dangerous 

effects to it and it or be 
regulated properly by the 
government .

 

In the developing brain 
it is not recommended.  
The brain is developing 
up until 25 and certainly 
up until the age of 18.

 

Our committee was 
commissioned by the 
parliament to give rec-
ommendations to the 
government about how 
the cannabis industry 
should be structured and 
what parameters should 
be used in implementa-
tion etc. 

 

The committee has 
recommended to the 
government in terms of 
legislation but is up to the 
government to make the 
ultimate decision.

 

 We have completed 

findings but cant yet 
discuss.

 

 This industry should be 
built primarily for the 
benefit of local residents. 
I don’t think any foreign-
ers should be allowed to 

come into St. Kitts and 
dominate the industry 
and employ local people 
as slaves and go back to 
that formula . I would 
not be supportive of that 
formula.
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EIA commences for Fort Charles Reclamation 
and Protection Project at Bath Village

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (January 14, 
2020) -- A two-member 
team from Jamaica is 
on Nevis to conduct an 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) to 
begin the Fort Charles 
Reclamation and 
Protection Project at 
Bath Village.

The disclosure came at a 

meeting headed by Hon. 
Spencer Brand, Minister 
of Physical Planning 
and Environment, at the 
ministry’s conference 
room in Charlestown on 
January 14, 2020. A rep-
resentative from Smith 
Warner International, 
a Jamaican based en-
gineering firm which 
won the bid to provide 
technical support for the 

project, and a representa-
tive from their associates 
Environmental Solutions 
are spending three days 
on their data finding 
mission.

Mr. Timothy Thwaites 
of Smith Warner 
International spoke of the 
importance of his visit at 

this stage of the project.

“As a part of the initial 
phase of the process, my 
role is to collect physical 
data, measurements of 
the current situation on 
the ground, upon which 
all the engineering solu-
tions will be based, and 
so it’s a fundamental 
beginning, initial step 
to get a grasp visually 
and measurement wise 
of what we have on the 
ground so that appropri-
ate, well-guided solu-
tions can be formulated 
thereafter and  so that’s 
my main purpose here 
this week and we thank 
you for the welcome and 
we look forward to a suc-
cessful data collection 
exercise on my part,”  
Mr. Thwaites said.

Ms. Annmarie 
Goulbourne, Senior 
Environmental Analyst 
of Environmental 
Solutions, spoke of the 
significance of her com-
pany’s role.

“Our role is to collect 
environmental data 
from the site as well 
as through stakeholder 
consultations, both with 

the relevant government 
bodies here in Nevis, as 
well as the local stake-
holders on the ground 
here in Nevis– the people 
living nearby, the fisher 
folk and all who are users 
of the site – so that every-
thing can be integrated 
into the environmental 
impact assessment, and 
we ensure that we cover 
all the elements of the 
environment, social, 
ecological and physical,” 
she said.

Fort Charles, a historic 
site on Nevis, and its 
environs have been se-
verely eroded over time 
by the rise in sea level, 
a likely consequence of 
Global Climate Change.

Mr. Brand noted that the 
objective of the project 
is to protect a piece of 
the island’s history and 
the coastline with the 
assistance of the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP).

“The aim is to try and 
protect this very valuable 
piece of our Nevisian 
history and the fact that 
the fort is in the sea, it is 
falling in the sea, and if 

we don’t do something 
quickly we are going to 
lose it, and I feel that it 
was of critical impor-
tance to the island of 
Nevis and to the history 
of Nevis that we engage 
in this project.

“I am very happy that 
we are making this kind 
of step today in ensuring 
that we get to the goal 
where we want to protect 
this valuable piece of our 
treasure,” he said.

The Minister stated that 
the NIA had procured 
material from the Four 
Seasons renovation proj-
ect in 2019 for use in the 
long term goal of restor-
ing and protecting Fort 
Charles.

The Project Management 
Unit, headed by Ms. 
Lillith Richards, was en-
gaged in the process and 
she and her team were 
to prepare the necessary 
documents. The UNDP 
was approached and in 
quick time responded 
positively to the request.

Also present were 
Dr. Ernie Stapleton, 
Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of 
Physical Planning 
and Environment; Mr. 
Denzil Stanley, Principal 
Assistant Secretary; and 
Ms. Lillith Richards, 
Project Coordinator from 
the Project Management 
Unit.

For more news out of 
Nevis visit www.nia.
gov.kn your window into 
Nevis.

Photo caption:  (L-r) Lillith Richards, Project Coordinator 
from the Project Management Unit; Ms. Annmarie Goul-
bourne, Senior Environmental Analyst of Environmental 

Solutions in Jamaica; Mr. Timothy Thwaites of Smith 
Warner International a Jamaican based engineering firm; 
Hon. Spencer Brand, Minister of Physical Planning and 

Environment; Dr. Ernie Stapleton, Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Physical Planning and Environment; and 
Denzil Stanley, Principal Assistant Secretary and Lillith 

Richards, Project Coordinator from the  
Project Management Unit; 
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Chief Justice of the 
Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court (ECSC) 
Dame Janice Pereira con-
tinues to implore member 
states to adhere to their 
commitments to provide 
funding for the proper 
functioning of the court.

Pereira was speaking at 
the opening of the New 
Law Year 2020 in the 
form of a Special Sitting 
of the Court in Antigua 
simulcast to all member 
states.

The Chief Justice noted 
the actions of member 
state governments sug-
gest they do not hold the 
work of the court in great 
importance. “The fact that 
a little time, just once in 
the space of the year to 
address funding for the 

court seems elusive and 
it speaks volumes about 
where the judiciary is 
pegged, somewhere at the 
bottom of the ladder.”

She explained the lack of 
funding makes it difficult 
to plan and revealed the 
court has been operating 
without an approved bud-
get for months. “The re-
forms and enhancements 
current court processes 
and procedures and the 
addition of new ones 
coupled with capacity 
building among officers 
and court staff can only 
go so far.” 

She pleaded with leaders 
to deliver on their prom-
ises and release the owed 
finances to the court. “It is 
time that attention be paid 
to the courts and the in-
dispensable function they 
perform rather than the 

treatment endured year af-
ter year as if the courts are 
a nuisance afterthought.”

The Chief Justice also 
revealed the court is 
under-resourced, not 
only in finances but also 
in human resources and 
has urged experts in the 

legal fraternity to come 
forward.

“The compliment of 

Judges on the Court of 
Appeal currently stands 
at six. Out of Necessity 
we often engage acting 
judges just to enable suf-
ficiency of panels to hear 

appeals.”

The court opened the 
2020 Law Year for the 

first time in January, a 
change in tradition from 
the usual September 
opening.

Pereira noted that the 

change was made follow-
ing previous difficulties 
caused by a changing 
climate. “The month of 
September happens to be 
the peak of the hurricane 
season and the increasing 
frequency and intensity 
of hurricanes and other 
adverse weather systems 
affecting our region can-
not be denied.”

Periera said it was im-
portant for them to ad-
just their schedule to 
diminish the impacts of 
the storm season. “We 
certainly cannot prevent 
hurricanes. They are very 
much a part of our lives in 
this region. However, we 
can adjust to lessen their 
impact. The court, there-
fore, made the decision 
to have the law year fol-
low the calendar year and 
mark the official opening 
in January.”

She pleaded with leaders  
to deliver on their  
promises and release the 
owed finances to the court. 

“It is time that attention 
be paid to the courts” 

Chief  Justice  Pereira: 

                   Court needs cash
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Sugar Girlz  
gear up for  
Olympic  
Qualifiers

“I’m am very pleased with the effort 
and the play that i have seen. It has 
been very focused, the players are 
excited to be here and are excited 
to be apart of the process and i am 
really looking forward of what we 

will be able to bring to Texas.”

By Loshaun Dixon 

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
‘Sugar Girlz’ national 
women’s football team 
winding up preparations 
for the CONCACAF 
Finals of Olympic quali-
fying set for later this 
month in Texas.

The Sugar Girlz will play 
against Canada, Mexico 
and Jamaica in Group B 

in the of the competition 
with the top two teams 
advancing out of the 
group. They will move 
on to the semifinals. The 
two semifinal matches, 
which will determine the 
two qualified teams to 
the Olympics,   

Head coach Deborah 
Baclawski announced 
that 25 players were in 
training camp which 
started last week and 
they had the opportunity 

to fight for a spot on the 
roster. “The camp was 
a tremendous success 
thanks to the support by 
the Federation and sup-
port by the staff, coaches 
and players coming into 
put their best foot for-
ward to take the opportu-
nity seriously.

“We were able to get 
several practices in for 
identification purposes 

and also begin to work 
on some of the concepts 
and pieces we will need 
heading into the next 
round of qualifications.” 
She said the coaching 
staff was content with 
what they saw from the 
players. “I’m an very 
pleased with the effort 
and the play that i have 
seen. It has been very 
focused, the players are 
excited to be here and 
are excited to be apart of 

the process and i am re-
ally looking forward of 
what we will be able to 
bring to Texas. This is 
quite a moment for the 
Federation quite a mo-
ment for the players.”

Baclawski acknowl-
edged that they had been 
handed a tough group but 
is confident the team can 
do well. “We know that 
this is a tough bracket 

to have drawn into. We 
have not been able to 
take the team to this stage 
prior, yet we feel we are 
going to be prepared and 
take some of these teams 
by surprise.

“I am not sure some of 
the teams know our team 
and i like it that way  we 
have nothing to lose ev-
erything to gain and are 
going to play hard.”

She also broke down 

what will it take to be 
successful against each 
team in the group. “We 
will have to be very 
organized in how we 
defend and organize in 
how we transition into 
attack against Canada so 
that we are able to take 

advantage of some of the 
spaces.

“The game against 
Mexico will be simi-
lar in style to how we 
play in the first round of 
qualifications. I think that 
will be one of the more 

fun and quick games to 
watch. Jamaica is re-
ally great and we respect 
them and look forward 
for the chance to play 
another team coming in 
from the Caribbean”
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RUSVM study of free roaming chickens  
unearths exposure to viruses with the  

potential to reduce production 

 Diseases pose no threats to Humans

By Loshaun Dixon 

Ross University School 
Of Veterinary Medicine 
(RUSVM) undertook 
a study of free roaming 
chickens in St. Kitts that 
has uncovered they’re 
affected by viruses that 
can significantly reduce 
production in poultry 
farms, but pose no threat 
to humans.

The comprehensive study 
was conducted across the 
nine parishes in St. Kitts 
with 81 free roaming 
birds being used for the 
study.

RUSVM Dean Sean 
Callanan told the 
Observer that the learning 
institution delivers  a gold 
standard accredited vet-
erinary programme, part 
of which exposes our stu-
dents to quality research. 
“Research is important to 
education and also critical 
to countries, locations and 
people.” 

He said the population 
of wandering chickens in 
St. Kitts represent a good 

population of animals  to 
gauge the status of bird 
specific conditions, par-
ticularly as the location 
of St Kitts is important 
as regard bird migrations. 
“There are a lot of migra-
tory bird tracks between 
North America and other 
locations that actually 
travel over the region of 
the Caribbean. It is al-
ways good to develop a 
health status of these type 
of animals, so we can 
continually be vigilante 
as regards disease spread, 
which is a normal feature 
in the world.

“We said we were going 
to look at the health status 
of these chickens that are 
free roaming. Chicken is 
a big part of diet and in 
the future, as  intensive 
chicken farming devel-
ops, it is important to 
provide research support 
on the diseases to be vigi-
lante about. There could 
be possible diseases that 
could be introduced to 
those farms that you don’t 
want to happen.”

Callanan explained that 

though the diseases 
would not kill the chick-
ens or be a danger to 
humans, they are recog-
nised to reduce overall 
farm productivity.“You 
want good quality eggs 
and you want the animals 
to grow at a particular 
rate. We monitored the 
chickens for two things, 
the diseases that could po-
tentially affect intensive 
farming and also diseases 
that could be transmit-
ted between humans and 
animals.”

Dean Callanan said they 
discovered there are 
chickens in the environ-
ment that would have 
picked up parasites in 
small numbers and had 
evidence of certain viral 
infections that are unique 
to chickens, but nothing 
dramatic. “There are cer-
tain diseases that if you 
were to go into intensive 
chicken farming you 
would be careful to not let 
your chickens be exposed 
to. We don’t have any 
major diseases coming 
through our chickens on 
the island.”

He said the chickens were 
exposed to a few differ-
ent viruses that are would 
slow down production in 
intensive chicken farm-
ing. One disease called 
infectious bursal disease 
would slow down produc-
tion and reduce their over-
all immune system.“It 
is important to be aware 
of that so in the future if 
any chicken farms start to 
see a drop in productiv-
ity there are three or four 
viruses we should check 
those farms for.”

According to the research 
document, “Seropositivity 
was high to infectious 
bursal disease(86%), in-
fectious bronchitis virus 
(84%,mycoplasma (37%)
and avian avulavirus 1.”

 Dean Callanan noted that 
they were unsure how-
ever how these diseases 
were introduced to the 
island.“It could be track-
ing migration birds that 
could have brought these 
viruses to the island. It 
is not unique to St. Kitts 
and are throughout the 
Caribbean as well.”

Dean Callanan explained, 
“There is nothing to be 
alarmed about, these 
chickens do not pose 
a danger, they are not 
harbouring significant 
diseases at significant 
levels that you would be 
concerned about or have 
to do anything like a mass 
culling of the population.”

The Agriculture 
Department and the 
Department of Health 
also played a role during 
the exercise according 
to Callanan.“We have a 
constant liaison with the 
Agriculture Department 
and the Department of 
Health around all research 
we are going to undertake. 
If some of the research 
has a suggestion we need 
humans involved through 
surveys, the Department 
of Health have its own 
committee that has to 
approve those particular 
studies.”

He noted the population 
of wild chickens that was 
studied is not comprised 
of significantly different 
diseases found in similar 

chickens in other islands.

Callanan disclosed that 
RUSVM will also be 
conducting more work 
in to other animals on 
the island, including the 
monkey and pig popula-
tions. “Some of the things 
we have been looking at 
is what is the role of the 
monkey in the transmis-
sion in the Dengue Virus, 
Chikungunya and tick 
borne infections that we 
know have been here on 
the island.

“We have been looking 
into pig populations and 
detecting new viruses in 
pigs that have not been 
reported here before. 
These are not causing sig-
nificant problems but vi-
ruses evolve and change 
rapidly. Finding them 
here allows us to work 
with researchers from 
other countries to see how 
much our viruses differs 
from theirs. He noted that 
those studies are still very 
early in the works. 
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Driver charged in New Years  day 
road fatality

“I am calling at this point in time for 
a full investigation and if warranted 
people must be held to account not 
only what happened to Melissa but 
all the other persons  who passed 
away prematurely. I am calling for a 
commitment by our government for 
the immediate investment in a MRI 
machine.” 

By Monique Washington 

Melisa Lawrence of New 
Castle Village passed 
away five days after being 
injured in car accident. 
Her death has not only 
led to the arrest of the 
driver of the car but seri-
ous questions being asked 
about the standard of hos-
pital care she received.

Police in Nevis have 
laid charges of ‘Causing 
death by dangerous driv-
ing without valid drivers 
license and driving with-
out insurance’on Rennell 
Daniel (21), the young 
man who drove the vehi-
cle Wednesday afternoon, 
following the autopsy 
of Lawrence which was 
ruled her death  was “a 

result of the accident.” 

Lawrence, along with 
her juvenile son, Kimoy 
Wyatt and the driver, 
were headed home after 
the New Years celebra-
tion on January 1. During 
their trip from Pinney’s 
to New Castle, their Jeep 
vehicle ran into a culvert 
at the bottom of  Cotton 

Ground. 

Videos from the early 
morning accident showed 
Lawrence embracing her 
son in the vehicle scream-
ing his name while Wyatt 
was slumped over the 
back chair. Bystanders 
made attempts to remove 
the occupants from the 
vehicle but were unsuc-

cessful. The fire depart-
ment was called and the 
“jaws of Life “was used to 
removed the individuals. 

The occupants were taken 
to the Alexandra Hospital  
with Wyatt and Lawrence 
being admitted for their 
injuries. 

Friends and family who 
visited Lawrence said 
she was of “good spirit” 
but had no feeling on her 
lower body. No image 
scanning could be done 
because the hospital is 
not equipped at this time 
to do so. Plans were be-
ing made to transport 
Lawrence to the Joseph N 
France General Hospital 

on January 11 where a 
magnetic resonance im-
aging (MRI) machine is 
located, but she began 
complaining about chest 
pains the day before and 
passed away shortly after.

Kelvin Daley, NRP’s 
candidate lays blame 
on the Government for 
Lawrence death plus 

others who would have 
passed away at the hos-
pital prematurely. “What 
is troubling to me is that 
we are yet to hear from 
our government its plans 
to arrest  the deteriorating 
level of confidence in our 
health care system . We 
are yet to hear of any plan 
to address these issues 
about health care . I am 
calling at this point in time 
for a full investigation 
and if warranted people 
must be held to account 
not only what happened 
to Melissa but all the 
other persons  who passed 
away prematurely. I am 
calling for a commitment 
by our government for the 
immediate investment in 

a MRI machine.” 

Currently the Alexandra 
Hospital is receiving a 
new multimillion dollar 
diagnostic centre. But as 
yet  is not equipped with 
an MRI, CT Scan or di-
alysis equipment.

Daley said that the gov-
ernment has invested mil-

lions in building a new 
police station, new roads, 
new treasury building, 
but have yet to complete 
the hospital. “What is the 
value of human life in 
comparison to any other 
development. 

“We seem to find money 
for roads, VIP booths...
we have money to invest 
in all sought of things 
but in terms of investing 
in the type of technolo-
gies  that assist families 
or assist patients with se-
vere traumas or persons 
with known conditions 
that need to be regularly 
monitored there is none. 
Where are the investment 
for those people?” 

Charges laid  as mother dies after road fatality 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 17th, 2020 NewSPage:16 NewSPage:16

New students  
added to list of the  

Alexander Hamilton 
Scholarship Fund 

Awards

 “It feels good to see the  
outcome, and to see the 

hard work these children 
would have put in,”

By Monique Washington 

Four new students have 
been added to the list of 
the Alexander Hamilton 
Scholarship Fund 
Awards, with organisers 
holding great hopes for 
them in the future.

Stephan Leader and 
Noella Maynard from 
Gingerland Secondary 
School, and Kaya 
Williams-Mulraine and 
Jae-Ele Swanston from 
Charlestown Secondary 
School, received the 
award on Friday during 
the annual fund raising 
Tea Party on the lawns of 
the Alexander Hamilton 
grounds. 

Each student received 
EC$500 cash along with 
a certificate.
The annual event is a col-
laborative effort between 

the Nevis Historical 
and Conservation 
Society (NHCS) 
and the Department 
of Community 
Development. The 
Alexander Hamilton 
Scholarship Fund awards 
deserving students from 

both public High Schools 
on Nevis. 

The Fund, established in 
1966 by the Trott family, 
assists deserving second-
ary school students with 
uniforms, fees, books 
and other school sup-
plies. Locally the fund is 
supported by members of 
the NHCS and members 
of the wider community 
and is administered by 
the Ministry of Social 
Development.

Community Development 
Officer Tracey Parris, 
speaking with the 

Observer, said the schol-
arship will stay with the 
students during their ten-
ure in High school.

She pointed out that the 
students must maintain 

good grades, be on a good 
behavior, do 50 hours 
volunteer work per year 
that is to be divided be-
tween  the Department 
of Community 
Development and the 
NHCS in order to main-
tain the scholarship.

Parris who has been a 
part of the scholarship 
programme from the 
past five years  said one 
of the most rewarding 
parts of the programme 
is watching the children 
succeed. “Recently two 
males have completed 
the programme, and both 

have gone on to study en-
gineering  at the Clarence 
Fitzroy Bryant College. 
It feels good to see the 
outcome, and to see the 
hard work these children 
would have put in.” 

Alexander Hamilton who 
the scholarship bears its 

name, was born and lived 
on Nevis until he was 
nine. He later went on 
to become the chief staff 
aide to General George 
Washington, one of the 
most influential interpret-
ers and promoters of the 
U.S. Constitution, the 
founder of the nation’s 

financial system, the 
founder of the Federalist 
Party (the world’s first 
voter-based political par-
ty), the father of the U.S. 
Coast Guard and founder 
of the New York Post.
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Fort  Charles  reclamation  and  
protection  project  to  begin  soon 

 “The fact is that the fort 
is falling in the sea, if 

we don’t do something 
quickly we are going to 

lose it. I feel it was of 
critical importance to 

the island and of the his-
tory of Nevis  that we en-

gage in this project”

By Monique Washington 

The oldest fortifica-
tion in the Leewards, 
Fort Charles in Nevis 
will soon be the object 
of a long awaited recla-
mation and protection 
project being facilitated 
through the Nevis Island 
Administration.

The historical site in Bath 
village, previously known 
as Pelican Point Fort un-
til 1671, was Nevis’ first 
fortification. A small fort 
of unknown designs had 
been built in 1628 and 
fortified with a single 
cannon. The site has been 
impacted by rising sea 
levels, so much so, that 
parts of the fort has fallen 
into the Ocean.

Last year, Premier Mark 
Brantley revealed that 
debris from the refurbish-
ment of the Four Season 
Resort were dumped at 
the site. He noted that the  
Minister of Works and 
Planning decided the de-
bris could be very useful 
for a land reclamation and 
protection project at Fort 
Charles and decided to 
store the demolished ma-
terial there until the recla-
mation plan is finalized.
On Tuesday Minister 
of Physical Planning  
Spencer Brand said that 
the aim of the project  is to 

“protect this very impor-
tant piece of Nevisian his-
tory.”  “The fact is that the 
fort is falling in the sea. 
If we don’t do something 
quickly we are going to 
lose it. I feel it was of 
critical importance to the 
island and of the history 
of Nevis that we engage 
in this project.”  

Brand said that he was 

happy that project will 
be taking place as it will 
ensure that “we protect 
this valuable piece of 
treasure.”

 Representative 
from Smith Warner 
International, a coastal 
and engineering firm 

out of Jamaica, Timothy 
Thwaites, said as part 
of this project they will 
be  collecting physical 
data measurements of 
the current situation on 
the ground. “It is a fun-
damental initial step to 
get a grasp visually and 
measurement wise what 
we have on the grounds 
so that appropriate well 
guided solutions can be 

formulated thereafter.” 

Representative from 
Environmental Solutions 
Annmarie Gouklbourne  
noted that their role in this 
project is to collect envi-
ronmental data at the site 
as well as hosting stake-
holders consultations 

with both the relevant 
government bodies in 
Nevis, the stakeholders 
on the ground,  people 
living near by, the fisher 

folk and all the users of 
the site. “We want to get 
all that information so 
that it can be integrated 
into the Environmental 

Impact Assessment and 
we ensure that we cover 
all the elements of the 
environment.” 
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 NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS 
(January 14, 2020) -- The Ministry of 
Human Resources in the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA), is encouraging 
individuals who are interested in higher 
education (bachelors, master/ doctoral) 
to apply for Taiwan’s MOFA or ICDF 
scholarship programmes.

The programmes cover a variety of 
fields such as, Business, Management, 
Agriculture, Mandarin Chinese, 
Engineering, Technology, Nursing and 
more. Applicants also have quite a va-
riety of universities for their individual 
preference.

To research and decide on which pro-
gram to apply for please refer to the fol-
lowing links:

ICDF

http://www.icdf.org.tw/ct.asp?xItem=12
507&CtNode=30318&mp=2

http://web.icdf.org.tw/ICDF_TSP/
WelcomeStart.aspx

MOFA

h t t p s : / / w w w. m o f a . g o v. t w / e n /
cp.aspx?n=A5C28AD214C3FD7C

https://taiwanscholarship.moe.gov.tw/
web/scholarship.aspx

Scholarship Benefits are as follows:
-          Airfare; Housing; Tuition fees; 
Credit fees; Insurance; Textbook costs; 
and Allowance.

General Application Guidelines:

-          One must apply to their preferred 
university as well as to the Taiwan 
Embassy in St. Kitts. The university will 
present a permission slip which must be 
included with the embassy’s application.

-          Please NOTE that each applicant 
can ONLY apply for one (1) programme 
at a time, either ICDF or MOFA.

-          Applicants are advice to complete 
medical test after their application has 

been approved.

-          Along with the completed applica-
tion form must also be original passport 
and education certificates as well as two 
(2) copies of all documents. Copies must 
be clear (easily read) and precise (no 
cut-off).

-          Applications for ICDF must be 
submitted to the Ministry of Human 
Resources by March 2nd, 2020; how-
ever, MOFA applications must be re-
ceived by March 16th, 2020. Deadlines 
on other notifications will outline dates 
later in March; these dates are for appli-
cations to be received by the Embassy, 
not Human Resources. Therefore, all 
applications received after March 2nd/ 
16th will be refused. 

 For further guidance (application infor-
mation, eligibility etc.) kindly contact 
the following persons:

Ms Coral Boddie

Ministry of Education

Government of St. Kitts Tel. No.: 
467-1484

Mrs Shanola Murrey-Gill

Ms Ronice Williams

Ministry of Human Resources

Nevis Island Administration

Tel. No.: 469-5521 Ext. 5163/4

Mr Daniel kuo

Taiwan Embassy

Taylor’s Range, Basseterre, St. Kitts

Tel. No.: 465-2421

Taiwan MOFA and ICDF  
Scholarships 2020  

available
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Job Increases Recorded in the  
Manufacturing Sector for 2019

By Petra Mc Sheene 

Manufacturing and other 
business sectors in the 
Federation were up sig-
nificantly during 2019 
despite a major setback 
according to Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis Dr. Timothy Harris.

Dr. Harris, while speak-
ing at his monthly press 
conference, said that de-
spite the closure of Lutron 
Liamigua they were able 
to record increases in the 
manufacturing sector.

 “The manufacturing 
enclave sector realized 
increases in job creations 
lead largely by expan-
sion of production lines 
at Kajola Kristada, Jaro 
Limited, Carib Brewery, 
Brush Limited, Electrofab 
and Sun Island Clothes.”

PM Harris expressed his 
pride in the workers in the 
manufacturing sector who 
he praised as being very 
skilled and industrious. 

He went on to further 
state how unpatriotic it 

was of the opposition to 
rejoice

when the bakeries of 
highly competitive inter-
national market caused 
Lutron to close. “All 
workers at Lutron were 
offered jobs by Jaro 
Limited and we are happy 
for them, equally we com-
mend them for absorbing 
these workers.”

Lutron Liamigua halted 
operations March of 2019 
after operating in the 
Federation for some 31 
plus years.

According to the labor 
department  Lutron out-
lined that its decision was 
due to U.S. Government 
Regulatory changes made 
in 2007 leading to a de-
crease in the demand for 
its products.

“In the same correspon-
dence, the representa-
tives of Lutron explained 
that the US Government 
regulations prohibited the 
manufacture and the use 

of 100 Watt incandescent 
bulbs. Then in  2013, 
there was a similar prohi-
bition on the manufacture 
and use of 75 Watt incan-
descent bulbs followed in 
2014, by another prohibi-
tion on 60 Watt and 40 
Watt incandescent bulbs.  

This has had the effect of 
reducing Lutron’s Market 
for its incandescent 
lighting products to 5% 
overtime and placed sig-
nificant operational chal-
lenges on the company in 
St. Kitts.”

Minister Amory said 
Lutron executives also 
advised that they gave 
much consideration on 
the future of their manu-
facturing business in St. 
Kitts, and in the face of 
the new regulations which 
affected the demand for 
their product, they were 
willing to engage their 
workers in the introduc-
tion of a new system of 
production called the Self 
Balancing System which 
required the employees to 
adapt to a new method of 
work.
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President Tsai Ing-wen expressed simi-
lar sentiments in July 2019 during her 

state visit to the Federation, which saw 
her become the third President of the Re-
public of China (Taiwan) to visit St. Kitts 

and Nevis but the only one to visit  
the island of Nevis.

PM Harris of St. Kitts-
Nevis congratulates 
Taiwan’s President on 
election win and reaffirms 
commitment

St. Kitts and Nevis’ 
Prime Minister, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris extended his sin-
cere congratulations 
over the weekend to the 
President of the Republic 
of China (Taiwan), Her 
Excellency Dr. Tsai Ing-
wen, who was re-elected 
in a landslide on Saturday, 
securing a second term 
and setting a new record 
in Taiwan’s elections 
with roughly 8.2 million 
votes (57.1 percent of the 
votes).

In a letter addressed to 
President Tsai Ing-wen, 
Prime Minister Harris 
said, “On behalf of the 
Government and people 
of the Federation of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, it gives 
me great pleasure to ex-
tend heartfelt felicitations 
to you, Vice President-
elect Lai Ching-te and the 
Democratic Progressive 

Party on your decisive 
victory at the polls.”

In congratulating her 
on being handily re-
elected to a second term, 
the Prime Minister said 
in his correspondence 
that he wished to assure 
President Tsai Ing-wen 
that, “…the Government 
and people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis attach great 

importance to its friend-
ship with the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) and as 

such we remain commit-
ted to strengthening this 
unparalleled bond in the 
years to come.”

President Tsai Ing-wen 
expressed similar senti-
ments in July 2019 dur-
ing her state visit to the 
Federation, which saw 

her become the third 
President of the Republic 
of China (Taiwan) to visit 

St. Kitts and Nevis but the 
only one to visit the island 
of Nevis.

Speaking during an inter-
view with The St. Kitts 
and Nevis Information 
Service (SKNIS) on July 

15th at the Brimstone 
Hill Fortress National 
Park, Taiwan’s President 

said, “St. Kitts and Nevis 
has been a very, very 
good friend of ours and, 
especially on the interna-
tional stage, we always 
have this friend of St. 
Kitts and Nevis help-
ing us so that the voices 
of the Taiwanese can be 
heard by the international 

community.  So I came 
here to thank you for 
the help you have been 
extending to us over the 
years.”

President Tsai Ing-wen 
added: “Secondly, we 
want to come and to have 
a personal experience of 
this beautiful country, and 
I must say that you have 
a very beautiful country 
here and coming with us 
at this time is our tour-
ist business group, quite 
a number of them.” She 
said that the business 
group was “exploring the 
possibilities…to bring 
more Taiwanese tourists 
here to have a feel of what 
this beautiful country is 
like.”

Her Excellency Tsai Ing-
wen made history as the 
first female President of 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan).  She was 
sworn in as the 14th-term 
President on May 20th, 
2016.

PM Harris of St. Kitts-Nevis  
congratulates Taiwan’s  

President on election win and  
reaffirms commitment
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Prime Minister of St. Kitts 
and Nevis Dr. Timothy Harris 
has indicated more than $21 
million was spent on vehicles 
in December during the dis-
counted VAT days.

He said the economy’s strength 
was reflected in a boost in 
consumer spending on the 
two discounted VAT days in 
December. “For the two dis-
counted VAT Rate Days in 
December 2019, our country 
recorded sales of 219 vehicles at a cost 
of approximately $21 million. This was 
up from the $17 million recorded for 
vehicle sales in 2018, a substantial 23.5 
percent increase in the dollar value of 
vehicles sold on the VAT Days.”   

Nevis recorded 45 sales of the 219 while 
174 took place on St. Kitts. He indicated 
there were197 vehicles were sold in 

2018 on the VAT Day

The Prime Minister announced theTDC 
Group of Companies was the largest 
beneficiary with 103 vehicles sold, while 
S. L. Horsfords recorded 70 vehicle 
sales and C&C Auto Services sold 46 
vehicles.“We have seen the significant 
up-tick in consumer spending which is a 
reflection that there is money somewhere 

in the economy.”

He said the level of tax revenue is also 
a measure of the health of the economy 
since it is the principle source of govern-
ment’s revenue. “The two major revenue 
collection agencies of the government 
are the Inland Revenue and Customs and 
Excise Departments. Dr. Harris revealed 
the Inland Revenue Department collect-
ed a record $266 million in 2019 while 
the Custom and Excise Department 

collected $191 mil-
lion, the largest since 
2009. “Its best collec-
tion to date.”

He added that the dy-
namism of the econ-
omy had led to to a 
record 658 businesses 
licenses being ap-
proved 2019. “This is 
the largest number of 
business licenses is-
sued in any year in the 
history of our country. 
These are men and 

women who have expressed confidence 
in the right direction our federation is 
heading and want to be an active part of 
building that strong future.” 

He noted people are confident in the 
health of the economy.”More businesses 
means more jobs, higher wages.”

Dr. Harris revealed the Inland Revenue 
Department collected a record $266 
million in 2019 while the Custom and  

Excise Department collected $191  
million, the largest since 2009. “Its best 

collection to date.”

$21 million spent on cars  
in SKN on Vat Days
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“Mrs. Tuckett brings 
years of professional 

experience, superb 
qualifications and an 

amiable personality to 
help advance health-

care in St. Kitts and the 
federation as a whole.”

By Petra Mc Sheene 

Federation Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris has used his press 
conference to announce 
some major changes of 
senior civil servants.

Dr. Harris announced 
that Sheridane Warner 
will become the new 
Chief Personnel Officer 
at the Human Resource 
Management Department 
succeeding Torfrida 
Rochester, who has ap-
plied for retirement.

Mr. Ron Collins will take 
up the post of Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Infrastructure, Post, 
Energy and Utility; Miss 
Sharon Rattan will take 
up the post of Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Labour, Ecclesiastic 
Affairs, Social Security 
and Nevis Affairs; Mrs. 
Kerry Tuckett has been 
promoted to matron at the 
JNF General Hospital.

He said that Tuckett re-
places Sonia Daly-Finley 
at the hospital, whom he 
said gave long and meri-
torious service. “Mrs. 
Tuckett brings years of 

professional experience, 
superb qualifications and 
an amiable personality to 
help advance healthcare 
in St. Kitts and the federa-
tion as a whole.”

He also announced Carla 

Astaphan has been named 
as the new chairperson 
of a broad based repara-
tions committee. “The 
committee will pursue 
the 10 point plan enumer-
ated by CARICOM with 
necessary adaptations. 
Starting with an extensive 

education program, repa-
rations and issues related 
to our relationship with 
Africa. Miss Astaphan 
will be assisted by other 
members of that commit-
tee that will be identified 
and named in the near fu-

ture,” Dr. Harris said.

PM Harris went on to 
proclaim 2020 as the year 
that will determine the fu-
ture of St. Kitts and Nevis 
for generations to come.

 

New civil service  
announcements made
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WE NOW DO PERSONAL CALENDARS!
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By Loshaun Dixon 

There is no price too high 
in order to maintain peace 
from gang violence in St. 
Kitts and Nevis accord-
ing to Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris.

Dr Harris was speaking at 
his monthly press confer-
ence, where he was ques-
tioned about funds that 
were being paid to former 
gang members who are 
part of the Peace Initiative 
that came in the public 
spotlight in 2019. 

As he explained, “To be 
clear, we will use every 
resource available to 
maintain the peace, quiet 
and good order in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. Without peace 
and security we are in 
the realm of anarchy and 
confusion violence, crime 
and mayhem. none of 
these will happen under 
the watch of Team Unity.

“Have we put a price tag 
on the cost of maintaining 
peace no, how dare we! 
If peace is fundamental 
to the prosperity agenda 
how could we put a price 
on it. Without peace and 
security ordinary normal 
living is no longer part of 
society.”

Dr. Harris reminded 
there was a time when 
the streets of St. Kitts 

and Nevis were deemed 
unsafe for all residents 
due to gun violence. 
“We vividly recall a time 
when our streets were 
unsafe, maybe too un-
safe.  People were scared 
to leave their homes and 
mothers worried if their 
children would return 
home safely. Gunfire vio-
lence and murder were a 
regular part of our lives. 
Thankfully that is now in 
the past.”

He said the people have 
demonstrated their con-
fidence in the now safer 
communities by making 
this past carnival season 
“the largest and the best in 
our federations history.” 
“Respect for law and or-
der was high and notice-
able…we have seen what 
can be achieved when we 
are at peace so why would 
anyone want to question 
that, why would any one 
want to change that now. 
Unfortunately there are 
some unpatriotic people 
who would rather put 
politics before the lives 
of our people and to seek 
to score cheap political 
points.”

He labelled the peace 
initiative as one most 
successful social inter-
vention programme in 
history. “We had a situ-
ation in which all of us 
is too familiar.  Every 

single intervention that 
was taken before us never 
derived the results. The 
peace and safety are the 
paramount concerns of 
the government.

“We have reversed that 
situation thankfully… 
St. Kitts and Nevis since 
March 2019 has not 
experienced one gang 
related homicide. For 
2019 St. Kitts and Nevis 
stands alone in having a 

reduction in homicides of 
about 48 percent.”

He also believes the pro-
gramme will be sustain-
able. “We will continue to 

work with those persons 
who are vulnerable. They 
are people, they are family 
members they are mem-
bers who are distressed, 
some of them are the very 
victims of violence that 
went unchecked for 20 
years.”

PM Harris said the for-
mer gang men had the 
realisation that their lives 
could be lost which led to 
them engaging with the 
security force in an ef-
fort to get their lives back 
together.  “They wanted 
the change. They are in 
support of it. We provided 
the necessary instruments 
that would assist that.  We 
are willing to hold your 
hand and make the tran-
sition to a new life of le-
gitimate living, a new life 
of peace and a new life of 
forgiveness.”

He hailed all who as-
sisted in setting up the 
peace initiative and the 
families who have been 
supportive. “I will always 
be grateful to them for 
their sacrifice. It has been 
a difficult journey but a 
successful journey none 
the less. No one had en-
visaged that when the first 
out reach started in March 
that we could have sus-
tained this but we count 
our blessings.

“The’rat-a-tat’ has 
stopped and it has signifi-
cance for our country, it 
has significance for busi-
ness, business is flourish-
ing…because business 
can take place in peace.”

He added that as long as 

the resources we available 
the government will con-
tinue to assist the vulnera-
ble groups. “Some people 
are wanting to get us put 
a price on peace and a 
price on life and there is 
no price to be put. So long 
as there is money in the 
treasury it will be used to 
good use and to fulfil the 
critical.

“Are we giving them 
money? No, we are help-
ing people who are being 
ostracised and left out of 
socio economic life to 
now find opportunities 
for work. Where there 
are people from that 
group who were not part 
of legitimate living have 
viable ideas, we said we 
will make an opportunity 
for you, to get a loan, get 
involved in landscaping, 
to set up a farm like those 
in upper and lower Cayon 
so that you can earn your 
keep.

“If at the end the super-
visors have determined 
they have performed the 
work they should be paid 
like every other person 
who has done a satisfac-
tory job. People are being 
put to work and are paid 
at a pre determined rate. 
There is no waste of mon-
ey in this programme.”

Dr Harris: No price to high for peace

Says former gang men are paid for work done

“Have we put a price tag 
on the cost of maintain-
ing peace no, how dare 

we! If peace is funda-
mental to the prosper-
ity agenda how could 

we put a price. Without 
peace and security ordi-
nary normal living is no 
longer part of society.”
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 NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (January 16, 
2020) -- Hon. Spencer 
Brand, Minister respon-
sible for Water Services 
on Nevis, says the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) continues with its 
thrust to provide addition-
al water, with additional 
water storage facilities at 
Hamilton.

 The Minister made the 
comment during a site 
visit to the Hamilton res-
ervoirs and water well on 
January 16, 2020. He ex-
pressed satisfaction with 
the ongoing project and 
spoke of the significance 
of the project to Nevis and 
its people.

 “Last year we would 
have suffered a severe 
drought on the island of 
Nevis which created ma-
jor headache for us on 
the island of Nevis as it 
regards to the availability 
of water. So the Ministry 
and the Cabinet took a 
decision to improve the 
volume of water on the 
island…and as a result we 
entered into this venture 
to construct this new tank.

 “We also had a tank here 
which I think is over 100 
years, and it has been sit-
ting there for some time  
and we believe that with 
that storage capacity the 
island of Nevis can do 

well so we embarked on 
this project,” he said.

 Mr. Brand noted that it 
was a pleasant site for 
him to witness the con-
striction of the new water 
tank which on completion 
will have the capacity to 
store 400,000 gallons of 
water. He believes that 
the water project will not 
come a moment too soon 
to meet the demand for 
water on the island, given 
weather expert’s predic-
tion of droughts forecast 
for 2020 and for develop-
mental projects.

Regarding the old stone 
storage tank built in 1904, 
which was abandoned as 
a result of the wooden 
roof caving in, the min-
ister noted that the roof 
would be replaced with 
a steel frame roof and 
would be returned to its 
original function.

The minister added that 
the existing fiberglass 
storage tank would be 
demolished and would 
be replaced with a filtra-
tion system from water 
harnessed from a well in 
Hamilton, ½ a mile away 
which was drilled some 
years ago. However it 
was rendered unsafe for 
consumption with high 
levels of manganese and 
iron.

Mr. Brand explained the 
reason behind the instal-
lation of the filtration 
system which is being 
constructed in the USA 
and is expected to be on 
the island by the end of 
January.

“We will continue to 
pursue new sources of 
water and we feel that 
this source of water here, 
based on the numbers that 
we have seen, in terms 
of the volume of water 
that we can get from this, 
we felt that it was finan-
cially prudent to add the 
filtration system to this 
particular well, and so in 
an effort to add that ad-
ditional water this would 
be a good source of addi-
tional water to the island 
of Nevis.

“The filtration system 
should be shipped in a 
day or so and we feel it 
should arrive on the is-
land before the month is 
out and then the install-
ers for the filtration sys-
tem should be on island 
very shortly after. So by 
the end of this month we 
are expecting to have the 
filtration system on the 
island,” he said.

Meantime, the Minister 
for Water Services point-
ed the need for additional 
water due to predicted 
adverse weather patterns 

and development on the 
island will be satisfied 
with the added water and 
storage facilities.

“The aim is to provide 
a lot more water for the 
island of Nevis because 
from all forecasts we rec-
ognise we will continue 
to have severe droughts 
and we will continue to 
see the expansion of the 
demand for water on the 
island of Nevis. So this 
project is very important 
and vital to the island of 
Nevis as it regards to in-
creased capacity for the 
island of Nevis.

“It also puts us in a posi-
tion where we can contin-
ue to see the growth in the 
housing and general de-
velopment on the island 
of Nevis because if we 
intend to embark on any 
major development on 
the island of Nevis, let’s 
say another Four Seasons 
for example, we have to 
be in a position to provide 
them with an adequate 
volume of water. So this 
project is very, very vital 
as it regards to all our ma-
jor development on the 
island of Nevis,” he said.

Accompanying Minister 
Brand on his site vis-
it at Hamilton were 
Dr. Ernie Stapleton, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry responsible 

for Water Services, Mr. 
Denzil Stanley, Principal 
Assistant Secretary 
in the ministry; and 
Mr. Floyd Robinson, 
Manager of the Water 
Resource Management 
Department.

END

 Photo caption: The new 
400,000 gallon water 
tank under construction at 
Hamilton on January 16, 
2020, as part of the Nevis 
Water Department’s 
Water Enhancement 
Project

Photo caption: Hon. 
Spencer Brand, Minister 
responsible for Water 
Services; Dr. Ernie 
Stapleton, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry; 
and Mr. Denzil Stanley, 
Principal Assistant 
Secretary taking a first-
hand look at the new 
storage tank under con-
struction the Hamilton 
Reservoir site by contrac-
tors Florida Aqua Store, 
during a visit on January 
16, 2020.

Photo caption: (l-r) Mr. 
Billy Lightsey, represen-
tative for Florida Aqua 

Store, contractors for the 
construction of the new 
water tank at Hamilton; 
Mr. Floyd Robinson 
Manager of the Water 
Resource Management 
Department on Nevis; Mr. 
Denzil Stanley, Principal 
Assistant Secretary in 
the Ministry of Water 
Services; Hon. Spencer 
Brand Minister respon-
sible for Water Services 
on Nevis; and Dr. Ernie 
Stapleton; and Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Water Services visiting 
the Water Enhancement 
Project at Hamilton on 
January 16, 2020

Photo caption: The inte-
rior of the 400,000 water 
tank under construction 
at the Nevis Water 
Department’s Hamilton 
site by workmen of con-
tractors of Florida Aqua 
Store on January 16, 2020

Photo caption: The old 
stone water tank (r) to 
be restored for greater 
storage capacity and the 
fiberglass water tank (l) 
which will be demolished 
making way for the erec-
tion of a filtration sys-
tem at the Nevis Water 
Department’s Hamilton 
site on January 16, 2020

Water Minister Brand visits Water Enhancement 
project sites at Hamilton
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“This event was critical 
for CWI to achieve its 
objective of aligning 

all our medical,  
physical and mental 
support provided to  

our players across the 
region. 

ST JOHN’S, Antigua

- Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) in collaboration 
with UNICEF concluded 
the organization’s first 
medical conference in 10 
years in December 2019. 

This is the second ma-
jor developmentinitia-
tive brought back by the 
Cricket department led 
by Director of Cricket 
Jimmy Adams under the 
Skerritt-Shallow admin-
istration, following last 
month’s appointment of 
Chris Brabazon as Coach 
Education Manager.

Persons in attendance 
included a rangeof pro-
fessions from physicians, 
physiotherapists, strength 
and conditioning coach-
es, sports psychologists 
and sports nutritionists. 

Specifically under the 
leadership ofDr. Oba 
Gulston, CWI Manager 
Sports Medicine and 
Science, this medical 
conference coincided 
with the adoption of the 
new CWI fitness policy, 
which has the mantra of 
putting players first.
“At CWI, we have 
been placing increased 

emphasis on player fit-
ness and health and this 
medical conference was 
an important develop-

ment as we continue to 
drive the philosophy of 
putting players and crick-
et first,’’ said Gulston.
“Every sporting body 
and cricketingnation 
will have meetings like 
this annually or bien-
nial, where updates on 
policies, new science 
and standardization of 
practices are discussed 
because it is also crucial 

to receive feedback from 
practitioners.

He continued: “With 

the adoption of the 
new fitness policy the 
Board of Directors also 
approved the central 
contracting of full time 
physios and Sports 
Science coaches for 
each franchise. This 
is new for CWI and 
brings us in line with 
best practice around 
the world. This confer-
ence brought together

Science and Medicine 
professions who are cur-
rently involved in cricket 
and should form the base 
for these full time posi-
tions, providing an op-
portunity to update them 
on CWI policies, updates 
in cricket science whilst 
introducing them to each 
other and CWI’sn medi-
cal Committee.”

The majority of this CWI 
medical conference

was funded by UNICEF 
and they were instrumen-
tal in the child protection 

workshops, although it 
was not intertwined with 
all coaching education, 
science and medicine 
education aspects. This 
is crucial because anyone 
in the CWI system who 
will be exposed to minors

or persons with disabili-
ties should be exposed to 
these workshops.Director 
of Cricket Jimmy Adams 
furtheradded:

“This event was critical 
for CWI toachieve its 
objective of aligning all 
our medical, physical and 

mental support provided 
to our players across the 
region. CWI has, for 
years, needed to have 
our regional practitioners 
involved in standardized 
processes and protocols 
regarding our players, 
and conferences like this 
will go a long way to en-
suring this is achieved. 
CWI is extremely grate-
ful for the support that 
UNICEF provided to 
make the event possible 
as we seek to foster even 
stronger ties with them 
going forward.”

CWI MEDIA RELEASE: CWI COMPLETES FIRST  
MEDICAL CONFERENCE FOR A DECADE
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Services at the Sir Lee Llewellyn Moore Judicial 
and Legal Complex in St. Kitts are expected to be 
strengthened following the construction of an Annex 
that would house a third magistrate’s court chamber 
and a mediation centre dedicated to criminal and fam-
ily matters.

The Honourable Vincent Byron, Attorney-General 
and Minister of Justice and Legal Affairs, spoke 
briefly of the Annex during the launch of the start 
of the 2020 Law Year held in St. Kitts and Nevis on 
Monday, January 13.

“I should note that a Mediation Center is under con-
struction in the Judicial and Legal Complex. This new 
construction at the Annex next door will also house 
a third Magistrate’s Court Chamber of District A, 
Basseterre, and will facilitate matters for juveniles 
and family matters, as well as traffic and other non-
contentious issues,” said Attorney-General Byron.

In 2019, 25 persons received certificates after being 
trained as Court-Connected Mediators.

When completed, the Annex will also house a “Law 

Library that would be available to all stakeholders, in-
cluding practitioners, litigants in person, students, and 
the general public.”  The library “will be equipped 
with the latest search engines, as well as books and 
periodicals.”

The attorney-general said that government will con-
tinue to make the necessary provisions to allow the 
court to carry out its functions.

“We pledge to continue to lend support in whatever 
way possible and to give assurance to the Court in 
terms of providing the resources necessary to dis-
charge its functions. We commit ourselves to enable 
the Court to improve its efficiency and effectiveness,” 
said the minister. “We will ensure that the Court is 
equipped both in terms of human resources and other 
support mechanisms.”

The attorney-general spoke to the E-litigation portal 
that was introduced in St. Kitts and Nevis’ jurisdic-
tion in September 2019. The Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court (ECSC) E-Litigation Portal, which 
was launched in the Federation in November 2019, 
formally ushered in a new era that the regional court 
has embraced.

“It means that we shall keep current in our payments 
to the Court, and to provide books and other literature, 
as well as other support systems required for efficient 
performance of the work of our judges and judicial 
officers here in St. Kitts and Nevis,” Minister Byron 
stated.

The library “will be 
equipped with the  

latest search engines, 
as well as books and 

periodicals.”

Government Strengthening Arm Of Justice  
With Third Magistrate’S Court And A  

Mediation Centre In St. Kitts
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There are those who 

have known the par-

doning love of Christ 

and who really desire 

to be children of God, 

yet they realize that 

their character is im-

perfect, their life faulty, 

and they are ready to 

doubt whether their 

hearts have been re-

newed by the Holy 

Spirit. To such I would 

say, Do not draw back 

in despair. 

Steps to Christ          Chapter 7—The Test of Discipleship
Ellen G. White Writings

“If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: 
old things are passed 
away; behold, all things 
are become new.” 2 
Corinthians 5:17. 

A person may not be 
able to tell the exact 
time or place, or trace 
all the chain of circum-
stances in the process 
of conversion; but this 
does not prove him to 
be unconverted. Christ 
said to Nicodemus, “The 
wind bloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is everyone 
that is born of the Spirit.” 
John 3:8. Like the wind, 
which is invisible, yet 
the effects of which are 
plainly seen and felt, is 
the Spirit of God in its 
work upon the human 
heart. That regenerating 
power, which no human 
eye can see, begets a new 
life in the soul; it creates 
a new being in the image 
of God. While the work 
of the Spirit is silent and 
imperceptible, its effects 
are manifest. If the heart 
has been renewed by the 
Spirit of God, the life 
will bear witness to the 
fact. While we cannot do 
anything to change our 
hearts or to bring our-
selves into harmony with 
God; while we must not 
trust at all to ourselves or 
our good works, our lives 
will reveal whether the 
grace of God is dwelling 
within us. A change will 
be seen in the character, 
the habits, the pursuits. 
The contrast will be clear 
and decided between 
what they have been and 
what they are. The char-
acter is revealed, not by 
occasional good deeds 
and occasional misdeeds, 
but by the tendency of 
the habitual words and 
acts. 

It is true that there may 
be an outward correct-
ness of deportment with-
out the renewing power 
of Christ. The love of in-
fluence and the desire for 
the esteem of others may 
produce a well-ordered 
life. Self-respect may 
lead us to avoid the ap-
pearance of evil. A self-
ish heart may perform 
generous actions. By 
what means, then, shall 
we determine whose side 
we are on? 

Who has the heart? With 
whom are our thoughts? 
Of whom do we love to 
converse? Who has our 
warmest affections and 
our best energies? If we 
are Christ’s, our thoughts 
are with Him, and our 
sweetest thoughts are of 
Him. All we have and are 
is consecrated to Him. 
We long to bear His im-
age, breathe His spirit, 
do His will, and please 
Him in all things. 

Those who become new 
creatures in Christ Jesus 
will bring forth the fruits 
of the Spirit, “love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temper-
ance.” Galatians 5:22, 
23. They will no longer 
fashion themselves ac-
cording to the former 
lusts, but by the faith 
of the Son of God they 
will follow in His steps, 
reflect His character, and 
purify themselves even 
as He is pure. The things 
they once hated they 
now love, and the things 
they once loved they 
hate. The proud and self-
assertive become meek 
and lowly in heart. The 
vain and supercilious 
become serious and un-
obtrusive. The drunken 
become sober, and the 
profligate pure. The vain 
customs and fashions of 
the world are laid aside. 

Christians will seek not 
the “outward adorning,” 
but “the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which 
is not corruptible, even 
the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit.” 1 Peter 
3:3, 4. 

There is no evidence of 
genuine repentance un-
less it works reforma-
tion. If he restore the 
pledge, give again that 
he had robbed, confess 
his sins, and love God 
and his fellow men, the 
sinner may be sure that 
he has passed from death 
unto life. 

When, as erring, sinful 

beings, we come to Christ 
and become partakers 
of His pardoning grace, 
love springs up in the 
heart. Every burden is 
light, for the yoke that 
Christ imposes is easy. 
Duty becomes a delight, 
and sacrifice a pleasure. 
The path that before 

seemed shrouded in 
darkness, becomes bright 
with beams from the Sun 
of Righteousness. 

The loveliness of the 
character of Christ will 
be seen in His followers. 
It was His delight to do 
the will of God. Love to 
God, zeal for His glory, 
was the controlling 
power in our Saviour’s 

life. Love beautified and 
ennobled all His actions. 
Love is of God. The un-
consecrated heart cannot 
originate or produce it. It 
is found only in the heart 
where Jesus reigns. “We 
love, because He first 
loved us.” 1 John 4:19, 
R.V. In the heart renewed 
by divine grace, love is 
the principle of action. 
It modifies the character, 
governs the impulses, 
controls the passions, 
subdues enmity, and en-
nobles the affections. 
This love, cherished in 
the soul, sweetens the 
life and sheds a refining 
influence on all around. 

There are two errors 
against which the chil-
dren of God—particu-
larly those who have 
just come to trust in 
His grace—especially 
need to guard. The first, 
already dwelt upon, is 
that of looking to their 
own works, trusting to 
anything they can do, 
to bring themselves into 
harmony with God. He 
who is trying to become 
holy by his own works 
in keeping the law, is at-
tempting an impossibil-
ity. All that man can do 
without Christ is polluted 
with selfishness and sin. 
It is the grace of Christ 
alone, through faith, that 
can make us holy. 

The opposite and no less 
dangerous error is that 
belief in Christ releases 
men from keeping the 
law of God; that since by 
faith alone we become 
partakers of the grace of 
Christ, our works have 
nothing to do with our 
redemption. 

But notice here that obe-
dience is not a mere out-
ward compliance, but the 
service of love. The law 

of God is an expression 
of His very nature; it is an 
embodiment of the great 
principle of love, and 
hence is the foundation 
of His government in 
heaven and earth. If our 
hearts are renewed in the 
likeness of God, if the di-
vine love is implanted in 
the soul, will not the law 
of God be carried out in 
the life? When the prin-
ciple of love is implanted 
in the heart, when man 
is renewed after the im-
age of Him that created 
him, the new-covenant 
promise is fulfilled, “I 
will put My laws into 
their hearts, and in their 
minds will I write them.” 
Hebrews 10:16. And if 
the law is written in the 
heart, will it not shape 
the life? Obedience—the 
service and allegiance 
of love—is the true sign 
of discipleship. Thus the 
Scripture says, “This 
is the love of God, that 
we keep His command-
ments.” “He that saith, I 
know Him, and keepeth 
not His commandments, 
is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him.” 1 John 5:3; 
2:4. Instead of releasing 
man from obedience, it 
is faith, and faith only, 
that makes us partakers 
of the grace of Christ, 
which enables us to ren-
der obedience. 

We do not earn salvation 
by our obedience; for 
salvation is the free gift 
of God, to be received 
by faith. But obedi-
ence is the fruit of faith. 
“Ye know that He was 
manifested to take away 
our sins; and in Him is 
no sin. Whosoever abi-
deth in Him sinneth not: 
whosoever sinneth hath 
not seen Him, neither 
known Him.” 1 John 3:5, 
6. Here is the true test. 
If we abide in Christ, if 
the love of God dwells 
in us, our feelings, our 
thoughts, our purposes, 
our actions, will be in 
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harmony with the will 
of God as expressed in 
the precepts of His holy 
law. “Little children, let 
no man deceive you: he 
that doeth righteousness 
is righteous, even as He 
is righteous.” 1 John 3:7. 
Righteousness is defined 
by the standard of God’s 
holy law, as expressed in 
the ten precepts given on 
Sinai. 

That so-called faith in 
Christ which professes 
to release men from the 
obligation of obedience 
to God, is not faith, but 
presumption. “By grace 

are ye saved through 
faith.” But “faith, if 
it hath not works, is 
dead.” Ephesians 2:8; 
James 2:17. Jesus said of 
Himself before He came 
to earth, “I delight to do 
Thy will, O My God: 
yea, Thy law is within 
My heart.” Psalm 40:8. 
And just before He as-
cended again to heaven 
He declared, “I have kept 
My Father’s command-
ments, and abide in His 
love.” John 15:10. The 
Scripture says, “Hereby 
we do know that we 
know Him, if we keep 
His commandments.... 
He that saith he abideth 
in Him ought himself 

also so to walk even as 
He walked.” 1 John 2:3-
6. “Because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving 
us an example, that ye 
should follow His steps.” 
1 Peter 2:21. 

The condition of eternal 
life is now just what it 
always has been,—just 
what it was in Paradise 
before the fall of our first 
parents,—perfect obedi-
ence to the law of God, 
perfect righteousness. If 
eternal life were granted 
on any condition short of 
this, then the happiness 
of the whole universe 

would be imperiled. The 
way would be open for 
sin, with all its train of 
woe and misery, to be 
immortalized. 

It was possible for Adam, 
before the fall, to form 
a righteous character by 
obedience to God’s law. 
But he failed to do this, 
and because of his sin our 
natures are fallen and we 
cannot make ourselves 
righteous. Since we are 
sinful, unholy, we can-
not perfectly obey the 
holy law. We have no 
righteousness of our own 
with which to meet the 

claims of the law of God. 
But Christ has made a 
way of escape for us. He 
lived on earth amid tri-
als and temptations such 
as we have to meet. He 
lived a sinless life. He 
died for us, and now He 
offers to take our sins and 
give us His righteous-
ness. If you give yourself 
to Him, and accept Him 
as your Saviour, then, 
sinful as your life may 
have been, for His sake 
you are accounted righ-
teous. Christ’s character 
stands in place of your 
character, and you are ac-
cepted before God just as 
if you had not sinned. 

More than this, Christ 
changes the heart. He 
abides in your heart by 
faith. You are to main-
tain this connection with 
Christ by faith and the 
continual surrender of 
your will to Him; and so 
long as you do this, He 
will work in you to will 
and to do according to His 
good pleasure. So you 
may say, “The life which 
I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave Himself for 
me.” Galatians 2:20. 
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