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“Upcoming  
election is a  

battle for the very 
soul of our nation.”

By Petra Mc Sheene

Leader of the St. Kitts-
Nevis Labour Party, Dr. 
Denzil Douglas, has ex-
pressed his excitement 
on the announcement of 
a general election on June 
5.

Dr. Douglas took the op-
portunity to assure the 

nation that the NextGen 
SKN Labour Party ma-
chinery is organized, 
well-oiled and running on 
all cylinders. 

“Our party is ready and 
anxious to face the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis. 
We are confident that 
our citizens and residents 
have had an opportunity 
to compare and contrast 
and have determined that 
over the last five years our 
country has been moving 
in the wrong direction un-
der a despotic, nepotistic, 
incompetent and uncaring 
government,” Douglas 
pointed out in an address. 

“The upcoming election 
is a battle for the very soul 
of your nation and you, 
the real voters of St. Kitts 
and Nevis must make it 
known through the ballot 
that you do not and will 
not accept the unprec-
edented low to which our 
nation has been taken in 
all areas and in all sec-
tors.” Opposition leader 

pleaded to the nation. 

Dr. Douglas acknowl-
edged that the pathway to 
economic recovery will 
not be easy. He stated that 
the upcoming election 
was to be taken seriously 
as it is going to be one of 
the most important deci-
sions ever made. 

He encouraged citizens to 
make the right choice if 
they wanted to return to 
their jobs, wanted decent, 
affordable housing, first 
class healthcare, good 
governance and integ-
rity, an end to victimiza-
tion and crimes against 

women and to stamp out 
nepotism and one family 
government. 

“If you want to stop be-
ing a second-class citizen 
in your own country, you 
will have to make the 
right choice.”

The date for nomina-
tion of candidates will be 

on May 27 and national 
elections will be held on 
June 5. Dr. Douglas will 
be seeking a fifth term as 
Prime Minister of St. Kitts 
and Nevis having served 
in the capacity from 1995 
to 2015 when his admin-
istration failed to get suc-
cessfully re-elected.

 Dr. Douglas himself will 
face a new Challenge 
and challenger since he 
currently doesn’t have 
a seat in Parliament. 
Douglas was booted from 
Parliament in February 
after a judge ruled, he 
violated his oath of al-
legiance when accepted 

and travelled using a 
Dominica diplomatic 
passport he acquired in 
June 2015.  

 He will now have to battle 
Kevin ‘Ninky’ Williams 
of the Peoples Labour 
Party (PLP), which is part 

of Team Unity, to regain a 
seat.       

Opposition  excited  by  
Election Announcement

“If you want to stop being a second 
class citizen in your own  

country, you will have to make the 
right choice.”
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By Petra Mc Sheene

The Conaree Recreation 
Park will now be known 
as Bummers Park in 
honour of a stalwart of 
that community Delroy 
‘Bummers’ Delaney 
who passed away 
two- years-ago.

In commemoration of 
what would have been his 
35th birthday on May 14, 

the recreational park was 
renamed in remembrance 
of Delaney, a former goal-
keeper of the Conaree 
Football Club who passed 
away in 2018. 

In an interview with 
the Observer Delwayne 
Delaney, brother of 
Bummers, told this 

publication that the deci-
sion was made amongst 
the residents of Conaree 
to name the park after 
the late footballer as it 
was where Bummers 
discovered his love for 
football and his talent as a 
goalkeeper. 

“His death is still a big 
loss for myself and the 
community and we will 
never forget his contribu-

tion and work through 
football, church and 
community activities,” 
Delwayne Delaney said 
of his brother. 

The Conaree Football 
club pays homage to 
the memory of Delroy 
Delaney by hosting annu-
al court ball tournaments. 

Delroy was a very good 
teammate and colleague.

“The park can no longer 
be used to play football 
because of the trees now 
planted there but I’m 
anticipating that the resi-
dents of Conaree can con-
tinue to utilize the park 
as a chill spot and share 
memories of Bummers,” 
Delwayne said.

Delroy Delaney was an 
employee at Automotive 
Arts. He is mourned by 
his co-workers, his team-
mates, the members of 
the Conaree Football 
Club, the community of 
Conaree, his older broth-
er, his fiancé and their 
daughter. 

Bummers also represent-
ed the St. Kitts and Nevis 
National team on numer-
ous occasions, making his 
first appearance in 2006 
against Anguilla. He also 
represented many clubs 
in the local premier di-
vision including Cayon 
FC, Saddlers FC and was 
a player for the Garden 
Hotspurs FC at the time 
of his death. 

Conaree Rec. Park Now Bummers Park

“His death is still a big 
loss for myself and the 
community and we will 

never forget his  
contribution and work 

through football”

Delroy ‘Bummers’ Delaney Remembered

Pallbearers of Delroy Delaney  
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On Monday, Prime Minister Timothy Harris delivered an Address to the Nation in which 
he revealed the date of our imminent election as Friday June 5, which falls two weeks 
today. And as we noted last week in our editorial “We are Ready to Celebrate Democ-
racy” we at the St Kitts and Nevis Observer believe he is right to call on the people of our 
country to vote sooner rather than later. But there was one other feature of his address that, 
while mentioned only fleetingly, may come to represent one of Team Unity’s undeniable 
achievements since 2015: the country’s plummeting crime rate.

Five years ago, in June 2015, a BBC news report on crime in St Kitts and Nevis led to 
mass outrage and embarrassment. We endured the shame of hearing our islands referred to 
as “the most violent place on earth” and, given the global reach of the BBC, we also had 
to suffer the humiliation of thousands of people around the world thinking that St Kitts 
and Nevis was a lawless society and could almost be considered an outpost of the old 
“American Wild West”.

We at the St Kitts and Nevis Observer noted at the time that it was not the first time an 
international news agency has published or broadcast damning reports on the state of 
crime, especially the high murder rate, in the Federation. In December 2010 an NBC news 
crew visited St. Kitts and aired a piece on the prevalence of murder here. In 2014, the UK 
newspaper The Guardian listed Basseterre as number one of the 10 world cities with the 
highest murder rates per capita, citing data from the United Nations.

The BBC report was broadcast just three months after Team Unity won the 2015 elec-
tion following 20 years of former Prime Minister Denzil Douglas sitting on what was by 
then looking more like a throne and less like a parliamentary democracy. But the voters 
ensured that the winds of change came and the days of one man sitting in charge for two 
decades would finally come to an end. What would also come to an end in the five years 
since 2015 is the rampant crime that led to those terrible headlines and ugly international 
reputation.

While no country will ever be completely free of crime, the transformation under Team 
Unity means crime is now at its lowest in a generation. It is an exceptional achievement. 
Homicides, particularly those related to gang violence, as well other major crimes, are at 

their lowest for 14 years. As the Prime Minister noted in his address: “for the first four 
months of the year they have fallen by 60% relative to last year, and overall major crimes 
on a whole are down by 44%.” The government has curtailed murders and gang-related 
violence by investing in the skills and capabilities that allow our police to do their job 
properly – such as specialist training, forensics capabilities and CCTV projects – while 
backing initiatives, such as programmes for marginalized and vulnerable young people, 
aiming to save them from a life of crime. 

We are on the right trajectory but of course there is always more to be done. Prime Min-
ister Harris has shown he is serious about tackling crime and ensuring our islands are safe 
for residents and tourists alike. In his budget address in December 2019, Prime Minister 
Harris increased the amount allocated for the National Security budget in 2020 to $99.2 
million, a 5% increase from 2019. Tourism is a key pillar of our economy and, taken as 
a whole, we rely on international visitors for our livelihoods. The government and police 
must ensure that our islands remain an attractive and safe place to visit.

But we cannot help but compare the Prime Minister approach to eradicating crime with 
the attitude of his predecessor. And because we will soon be voting it has never been a 
more important time to do so. 

It is undeniable that Denzil Douglas has shown repeatedly that he believes himself above 
the law. Citizens may well have read about Mr Douglas’ detention at London Gatwick 
airport. He has never explained why he was detained for questioning by UK border agents 
after reportedly trying to leave the country with cash worth $85,000 hidden in suitcases 
which he had failed to declare to customs. The incident, which occurred just six months 
ago in November 2019, led to the opening of a UK National Crime Agency investigation 
and the seizure of the cash. Mr Douglas claimed the news report of the incident in the fa-
mous British newspaper The Daily Mail was false but the facts in the article are supported 
by British court records, as reported by the Observer.

Citizens of St Kitts and Nevis may have also read about the scandal involving Denzil 
Douglas’s Dominican citizenship. As readers of this newspaper know, Douglas had 
claimed in court that taking possession in 2015 of a passport of a citizen of Dominica did 
not make him a Dominican citizen. However, the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court disa-
greed and ruled in March 2020 that by accepting and possessing a Dominican passport he 
had pledged loyalty to Dominica and was a Dominican citizen, meaning he had broken the 
SKN constitution and was disqualified from sitting in Parliament. When he was forced to  
leave Parliament because he had broken our Constitution, Douglas said he had given his 
passport back earlier so it did not matter anymore and he would run for Parliament again. 
But how we have anyone representing us, let along the Prime Minister of our Federation, 
taking the citizenship of another country without any concern for his or her loyalty to our 
flag and people?

And do we trust such a person to tackle all manner of crime and keep us safe? Or do we 
want to go back to the past and its high crime rates? Voters will have to make up their 
own minds on June 5 on how the government and previous government performed on key 
domestic policies and few can be as important as whether it is more or less safe for us to 
walk the streets. We do not know who will win the election but we do know that we need 
a Prime Minister and a government which will toil late into the night to continue driving 
down crime. And we do know that no man should be above the law.

NO RETURN TO THE COUNTRY’S CRIMINAL PAST PLEASE
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By Petra Mc Sheene

Now that Campaign 2020 
is on, Prime Minister 
Dr. Timothy Harris, 
leader of the Team Unity 
Administration, is high-
lighting the record of 
projects that were ful-
filled during his tenure. 

“The introduction of 
the Poverty Alleviation 
Programme has made a 
real difference to those 
on lower incomes – pro-
viding crucial assistance 
to them,” Dr. Harris 
pointed out in his speech 
to the nation.

Some other projects 
that were completed 
by the Team Unity 
Administration include 
3,000 housing solutions, 
the construction of a 
second cruise pier, the 
$69 million resurfacing 
of the island main road 
and the reconstruction of 
the Old Road Bay, the in-
stallation of traffic lights 
and construction of both 
East and West Bus line 
terminals. 

Dr. Harris expressed 
pride that his Team Unity 
Administration was able 
to establish a cancer 
treatment unit at the JNF 
General Hospital and 
expanded the services 
available there and built 
a modern health facility 

at Tabernacle.  

“We have also invested 
significantly in our 
healthcare system – 
not just in response to 
COVID-19, for which we 
are now well prepared, 
but for our long-term 
future,” Harris pointed 
out.  “In response to the 
global pandemic, our 
early proactive actions – 
which restricted travel, 
enforced quarantine and 
closed our borders – have 
undoubtedly saved lives. 
These actions kept us 
safe.”

Dr. Harris further men-
tioned some of the plans 
that Team Unity has in 
store for their second 
term, these include a 
greater role for agricul-
ture in the context of 
food security, being at 
the cutting edge of ICT, 
getting tourism back on 
the incredible growth 
trajectory, the continuing 
development of infra-
structure, building more 
homes and ensuring that 
there is not a return to 
lawlessness, crime and 
violence on the streets. 

Dr Harris, in calling the 
election, said, “The elec-
tion is important and it 
will bring certainty to 
our federation, it will en-
hance confidence in our 
country and, in my view, 
preserve our democracy.”

He said the governor 
General had advised that 
he will appoint return-
ing officers in all eleven 
constituencies in the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis pursuant to 
the National Assembly 
Elections Act.

“His Excellency has fur-
ther advised that Writs 
of Election will be is-
sued for the Election 
of Members to serve in 
the National Assembly.  
The date for Nomination 
of Candidates will be 
Wednesday, 27th May 
2020, and those of you 
who are registered will 
vote for the candidate of 
your choice on Election 
Day, which is Friday, 
5th June 2020.”

The prime minister noted 
that the elections will be 
held under unprecedent-
ed circumstances given 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic with health profes-
sionals having advised 
that the nightly curfew 
and weekend lock down 
remain in place to reduce 
the incidence of large 
social gatherings that 
are fertile ground for the 
transmission of the virus.

“As candidates and po-
litical parties campaign 
and bring their views 
to voters, therefore, 
some traditional means 
of communicating will 
inevitably have to be 

modified. Virtual pub-
lic meetings will be one 
new and innovative way 
in which candidates will 
bring their messages to 
their supporters.”

He said the Supervisor of 
Elections will inform of 
procedures and measures 
once advised by medi-
cal professionals. “The 
Supervisor of Elections 
will no doubt have more 

to say about the safety 
measures that will be in 
place for the general elec-
tions after consultations 
with our medical experts 
and other professionals.”

PM Harris 
defends 

progress 
as Election 
bell rings “the health of our nation is and will  

remain our number one priority.”
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“When the elections are over, we are confident 
that the number of seats we gained in 2015, will 
be increased in 2020, making PAM, once again, 
the largest single block of Representatives in 
the National Assembly.

By Loshaun Dixon

The People’s Action 
Movement (PAM) has re-
affirmed its commitment 
to a coalition government 
following the June 5 poll.

Leader of PAM Shawn 
Richards, in a statement 
Tuesday, said as the peo-
ple of St. Kitts & Nevis, 
ready themselves to return 
to the polls to elect their 
Representatives to the 

National Assembly, his 
party “is convinced that 
the continued prosperity 
of our nation will again 
require a united govern-
ment that embraces the 
aspirations of citizens of 
all persuasions.”

 He added, “Therefore, in 
order to protect and ex-
pand on the achievements 
of the past five years, it is 
critical that the People’s 
Action Movement sharp-
en its campaign focus, to 
enable its candidates, and 
those of its sister parties, 
to avail themselves of the 
best chances of success, 

on Election Day.”

 Richards said they have 
slightly modified their 
campaign approach, so 
the party is better posi-
tioned to retain all four 
constituencies that were 
secured in 2015, while 
at the same time strategi-
cally targeting others that 
data indicates as potential 
victories.

 “When the elections are 

over, we are confident 
that the number of seats 
we gained in 2015, will 
be increased in 2020, 
making PAM, once again, 
the largest single block 
of Representatives in the 
National Assembly.

 “We are excited that 
Shawn Richards, Lindsay 
Grant, Eugene Hamilton 
and Ian Patches Liburd 
will be retained as 
Members of Parliament. 
But in addition, and based 
on our latest data, PAM is 
also poised to secure vic-
tory in Central Basseterre 
for our Party Chairman, 
Ambassador Jonel 
Powell. 

Highlighting the party’s 
new focus Richards an-
nounced the National 
Executive has approved 
the candidacy of five 
representatives who will 
contest in 

constituencies, 1,2,4,5, 
and 8. “Equally we have 
endorsed, the candidacy 
of one delegate from our 
sister organization, the 

Peoples Labour Party, 
(PLP), to represent our 
coalition, in Constituency 
Number 6 for this 
election.”

Richards said the man-
agement of limited re-
sources would be key for 
the party’s success in the 
Election. “We recognize 
that any election is best 
won through careful or-
ganization, planning and 
execution of strategies. 
But we are also aware 
that victory is more likely, 
when we wisely utilize 
the limited resources at 
our disposal.”

He urged the entire public 

not to step out of line dur-
ing the campaign.

 “Now that the date for 
the election has been an-
nounced, we encourage 
all citizens to conduct 
themselves within the 

confines of the law and 
to respect all regulations 
and restrictions that have 
been put in place to fight 
COVID-19. The People’s 
Action Movement con-
tinues to embrace and 
live up to the spirit of its 

founding motto, “Putting 
People First.”

 Team Unity is made up 
of three parties: the PLP, 
PAM and the Concerned 
Citizens Movement. 

PAM commits 
to team Unity 

Coalition
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“I have never met, spoken to or engaged in any 
way with any of these people,” Brantley said.

By Monique Washington

A Colorado court has dis-
missed a lawsuit brought 
by America 2030 against 
Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley, his law firm 
Daniel Brantley and 
Associates as  well as 
partners at his firm be-
cause the complainant 
failed to remedy the defi-
ciencies in its allegations. 

One partner at the firm 

describes the suit as 
“malicious”.

On February 27, 2020 a 
lawsuit was filed in the 
United States District 
Court for the District Of 
Colorado against Mark 
Brantley, Daniel Brantley 
Law Firm, Brain Barnes, 
Elizabeth Harper, Dia 
Forrester, Erik Prince, 
SunPower Business 
Group PTE LTD and 
Tournan Trading PTE 
LTD.

The Observer previ-
ously spoke to Brantley 
who said that he had not 
practiced law since 2013 
and had been on sabbati-
cal from Daniel Brantley 
since then. He noted that 
he has “absolutely no 
knowledge” of any of the 
individuals or the allega-
tions they were making. 

“I have never met, spoken 
to or engaged in any way 
with any of these people,” 
Brantley said.

On Wednesday the 

Observer contacted Brain 
Barnes who is also named 
in the suit who said that 
the suit was malicious.

“We were not served. 
We have never dealt with 
those persons as clients. 
We were named, not 
served. That matter was 
a frivolous matter that has 
been treated as it was and 
was dismissed. 

“We really cannot say 

as to why these people 
would be pursuing these 
crazy claims. What we 
can say, it appears as 
though it was motivated 
by malice. Because if we 
have never represented 
these persons and they 
have created this environ-
ment and are basically       
trying to attack us and 
our partners, it was mali-
cious,” he said.

When questioned as 
to taking legal actions 
against America 2030 
Barnes noted that he 
“cannot speak on that.”

The international bou-
tique investment banking 
firm with emphasis on 
Mergers, Acquisitions 
and Securities, America 
2030 was requesting that 
the court rules in its favor 
on “compensatory dam-
ages, including actual, 
consequential, specula-
tive, and incidental dam-
ages, for the breach of 
confidentiality, breach of 
duty owed to a current 
and former client, and 

violation of the FCPA.

The plaintiff also wanted 
attorney’s fees and costs 
paid by the defendants 
and granting any such 
further relief as the Court 
deems appropriate includ-
ing preliminary and per-
manent injunctive relief.

The company was repre-
sented by attorney Jaitegh 
Singh.

According to the court 
document, the Judge re-
quested on two separate 
occasions that America 
2030  should show cause  
as to why the case should 
not be dismissed due to 
jurisdiction matter.

“Again (America 2030) 
failed to meet its burden 
of establishing subject-
matter jurisdiction, and 
its claims will therefore 
be dismissed…..The 
Court has given Plaintiff 
two opportunities to 
remedy the deficiencies 
in its allegations regard-
ing diversity jurisdiction, 
but Plaintiff has failed to 
do so. Plaintiff has with-
drawn its Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act claim and 
its contention that the 
Court has federal-ques-
tion jurisdiction. 

Accordingly, it is or-
dered that this action is 
dismissed without preju-
dice,” The court docu-
ment reads.

lawsuit against Brantley and 
Law firm thrown 
 out of US court
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team Unity launches 
Election  Slate

By Petra Mc Sheene

The Team Unity alliance 
launched its field of can-
didates for the upcoming 
general elections Tuesday 
evening. 

Team Unity is composed 
of three political par-
ties, the People’s Labour 
Party (PLP), People’s 
Action Movement (PAM) 
and Concerned Citizens 
Movement (CCM), all 
coming together to form a 
coalition. 

In his address at the 
launch, leader of the 
CCM Mark Brantley 
reminisced about be-
ing at Greenland’s Park 
bringing life to Team 
Unity. Brantley urged 
voters to ‘keep the mo-
mentum’ that the Team 
Unity Administration has 
realised. He expressed 
his gratitude to the Prime 
Minister for his leader-
ship as well as his col-
leagues who have stayed 
the course. 

He said, “We are here 
doing something for the 

next generation and for 
the generation after that 
to ensure that we have a 
better St. Christopher and 
Nevis, something that we 
can all be proud of and 
something that we can 

leave for the upcoming 
generations to have some-
thing to build on.” 

Brantley took the oppor-
tunity to pay homage to 
Vance Amory as the foun-
dation on which the CCM 
Party now stands. 

Brantley spoke about the 
investment in the Mondo 
Track in his community 
which he predicts will pro-
duce young Olympians 
emerging from Nevis. 

“This Team Unity gov-
ernment has performed,” 
Richards said. “It is be-
cause of that performance 
that we have no doubt 
come Election Day Team 
Unity will be returned to 

government.”

Leader of PAM Shawn 
Richards related that he 
was given the portfolio 
of Minister of Education 
in 2015 and expressed his 
pride that education has 
moved forward and up-
ward in the country.

“One of our greatest as-
sets as a small island de-
veloping state is that of 
our people and we have to 
continuously assure that 
we continue to develop 

our people,” Richards 
pointed out. 

“That is why as Minister 
of Education, we continue 
to focus on the education 
of our students; that is 

why we are focused on 
developing our teach-
ers; we have ensured 
that parents are involved 
because we want at the 
end of the day to have a 
more educated St. Kitts 
and Nevis where more 
of our people will be able 
to make a contribution to 
our development.”

Richards went on to men-
tion the Master’s Degree 
program that was pro-
vided for teachers at the 
University of West Indies. 

Fifty-four teachers are 
currently enrolled in the 
program which is being 
paid for by the govern-
ment so that teachers 
can be better equipped to 
manage children. 

“Several of the preschools 
and primary schools have 
been renovated including 
the Industrial Site Day 
Care Centre, Mc Knight, 
Dieppe Bay, Saddlers 
and Tabernacle Day Care 
and Preschool as well as 
Edgar T.  Morris Primary 
School and Dr. William 
Connor Primary School. 
Many of the computer 
labs of primary and sec-
ondary schools have also 
been upgraded.”

Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris, leader of 
PLP, during his address 
commended each of his 
colleagues and urged 
the nation to make the 
right choice and return 
Team Unity back to the 
government. 

He introduced Kevin 
‘Ninky’ Williams as 
the new candidate for 

People’s Labour Party in 
Constituency number six 
and advised the nation to 
count their blessings.

Entertainment before, 
during and after the event 
was provided by DJ 
Tero, I-Mark and King 
Socrates. 

The Team Unity 
Representatives for this 
year’s general elections 
are: Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd, 
PAM Candidate for 
Constituency #1; Jonel 
Powell, PAM Candidate 
for Constituency #2; 
Akilah Byron-Nisbet, 
PLP Candidate for 
Constituency #3; Lindsay 
Grant, PAM Candidate for 
Constituency #4; Shawn 
Richards, PAM Candidate 
for Constituency #5; 
Kevin ‘Ninky’ Williams, 
PLP Candidate for 
Constituency #6; Timothy 
Harris, PLP Candidate 
for Constituency #7 and 
Eugene Hamilton, #9; Eric 
Evelyn, CCM Candidate 
for Constituency #10 and 
Alexis ‘Zouk’ Jeffers, 
CCM Candidate for 
Constituency #11. 

“We continue to focus  
on the education of  

ºour students.”

Upwards, Onwards and Forward With team Unity
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By Loshaun Dixon

President of Cricket West 
Indies (CWI) Richard 
Skerritt has responded to 
claims that the organiza-
tion was trying to hide an 
audit report which had 

unearthed “illustrations 
of questionable executive 
standards and practices.”

Skerrit who has just been 
in the office for little over 
one year said the Audit 
was commissioned and 

performed by consulting 
firm Pannell Kerr Foster 
(PKF).

The report from the audit 
was never made public 
until it was leaked by 
West Indian legendary 

fast bowler Michael 
Holding, in an interview 
online where he high-
lighted some troubling 
financial dealing of the 
former administrators of 
West Indies cricket.

Holding suggested that 
based on some of the 
financial dealings West 
Indies cricket may have 
been exposed to money 
laundering. He said the 
report had been in pos-
session of the Skerritt 
administration and was 
hidden from the public.

Skerritt in his statement 
said PFK was engaged 
for a six-month period 
to conduct a business 
situation assessment and 
review of the organiza-
tion’s financial manage-
ment systems, and to 
provide recommenda-
tions for addressing any 
shortcomings.

 “Additionally, and not 
long after, another Task 
Force was established, 
led by Senator Don 
Wehby. The remit of that 
Task Force was to review 
the governance system 
and practices of the orga-
nization, and to make rec-
ommendations to address 
any needed reforms. The 
final Wehby governance 
reform report is expected 

to come to hand in the 
near future.”

 He said PKF uncovered 
some “illustrations of 
questionable executive 
standards” and prac-
tices. “It verified and 
emphasized the need for 
drastic operational reor-
ganization and realign-
ment, with an urgent 
need for improved risk 
assessment and cash 
flow management. The 
PKF consultants accord-
ingly presented their re-
port in person to the CWI 
Board of Directors in 
December; and their 28 
recommendations were 
unanimously adopted.”

 Skerritt said publishing 
the document was never 
considered by the Board, 
as the report is an internal 
report.

 “Accordingly, CWI 
has since been in the 
process of implement-
ing those recommenda-
tions as swiftly as we 
are able, and several of 
these recommendations 
have already been fully 
incorporated into the or-
ganization’s day to day 
operations

 He said since the adop-
tion of the PKF report six 
months ago, numerous 
references to the exis-
tence of the report have 

been made in media state-
ments and interviews by 
the CWI members. “I can 
confidently assure you 
that at no time was there 
any decision taken by the 
Board or anyone associ-
ated with CWI to “hide”, 
“conceal”, “withhold” or 
“hold-back” the PKF re-
port. However, in light of 
an apparent recent access 
to some of its contents 
by the media, the CWI 
Board will now have to 
contemplate whether it 
may be appropriate at 
this time for the report to 
be shared publicly.”

 

The CWI head said that 
the aim will remain to 
improve the adminis-
tration of West Indies 
Cricket.

“I want to assure all 
stakeholders of West 
Indies cricket that wheth-
er the PKF report is made 
public or not, CWI will 
not be distracted from 
correcting, and learning 
from, any identifiable 
missteps or shortcomings 
of the past. 

 “I am determined as the 
President of this Board, 
to ensure that CWI con-
ducts its business with 
integrity, accountabil-
ity and transparency and 
without fear or favor, af-
fection or ill-will.”

Skerritt:  no  
attempts to 
hide audit  

report
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Contituency 6: 

Age  Vs 
Youth

By Loshaun Dixon

The two candidates 
who are battling for 
Constituency 6 in the up-
coming General Election 
have been trading blows 
with newcomer Kevin 
‘Ninky’ Williams urg-
ing the constituents to 
stand up and be counted 
while Dr. Denzil Douglas 
was claiming he had im-
proved the lives in the 
constituency.

This time around, Dr. 
Douglas, who held that 
seat for more than three 
decades, will face off for 
the first time against a 
candidate of the People 
Labour Party as op-
posed to a representative 
of the People’s Action 
Movement.

Williams, a new face to 
the political platform will 
be aiming to keep Dr. 
Douglas left Parliament 
after he was kicked out 
by the Eastern Caribbean 
Court of Appeal ear-
lier this year after it was 
deemed he was under an 
acknowledgement of al-
legiance of a foreign state.

Williams at the launch 
of his candidacy said the 
people of the constitu-
ency had been suffering 
all the time as a result of 
poor representation stat-
ing that they have always 
been taken for granted by 
the leadership, and that 
is what he is aiming to 

change.

“We have the right to 
stand up and be counted 
and not to be counted 
while sitting down. What 
I want is to instill in all 
of you young guys to 
come out and come for-
ward and to show that 
we have the right as any 
other constituents. You 
need proper representa-
tion – somebody who will 
look out for you, and this 
is what I will bring to you 
guys.” 

Williams said the con-
stituents were never given 
opportunities even when 
the former representa-
tive served as the leader 
of government claiming 
he empowered people 
from outside. “The Unity 
Government has done 
a lot of things and will 
continue doing it. We 
in Constituency 6 have 
a statement to make. It 
is no longer we will be 
fooled. It is no longer we 
want people to take us 
for granted. Let us show 
them that we deserve to 
be counted and we are go-
ing to make it count this 
election.”

Dr. Douglas who was first 
elected in the constitu-
ency in 1989 said that his 
policies have benefitted 
many young people in the 
constituency including 
his new challenger.

“Ninky has been a 

prominent product of the 
progressive policies of 
the St. Kitts Nevis Labour 
Party Administration. It 
is a result of the formal 
representation I myself 
presented to the people of 
Constituency 6,” he said.

It is a joke for Ninky to 
say that I have neglected 
the people of that con-
stituency. I don’t believe 
that any constituency in 
this country has advanced 
more than how we have 
seen that constituency.”

He went on to highlight 
some of the advancements 
made in the constituency 
under his leadership.

“It was considered before 
to be the poorest. That is 
not the label being given 
to it today. In human re-
source development in 
particular that is a joke. 
When I took that constitu-
ency for representation 
in the Parliament, I don’t 
think you had 10 or 15 
graduates in the whole 
constituency. Look at it 
today. They are in every 
sphere of service in the 
public and private sector.

He continued, “Many 
of the people from that 
constituency today are in 
our hospitals as doctors, 
nurses pursuing to a larger 
extent their national re-
sponsibilities to serve the 
interest of the people of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.”



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday May 22nd, 2020NewS Page:13

By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of Education 
Shawn Richards, in an-
nouncing the first con-
tracts with respect to the 
construction of a new 
Basseterre High School 
(BHS), has voiced dis-
pleasre at not being able 
to complete  the project.

Richards, speaking at the 
launch of the Team Unity 
campaign, said he was 
dissatisfied the govern-
ment could not deliver the 
school this term.

“I would be the first per-
son to admit that I am 
disappointed that we have 
not been able to deliver 
Basseterre High School 
in the first term. I would 
also be the first person to 
say I am happy that this 
government has taken 
the necessary precautions 
relative to the building of 
a brand-new Basseterre 
High School.”

He noted that the first 
steps to begin construc-
tion took place this week. 
“I am proud to say here 

tonight that the first con-
tract in respect to the 
Basseterre high school 
the construction man-
agement contract will be 
signed tomorrow.”

He said his political op-
ponents were trying to 
give the impression that 
nothing is being done 

with respect to the BHS. 
“I say to our children 
Basseterre High School 
will be delivered in the 
next term of the Team 
Unity Administration.”

Richards highlighted 
what they were able to ac-
complish with regards to 
the construction of a new 

BHS. “We put commit-
tees in place to look at a 
site. When the sites came 
back, there were concerns 
in terms of you having an 
aquifer there.

“So, we put a next com-
mittee in place and told us 
if we can build a school 
there. That committee 
came back with its report 
and we got an EIA done 
to tell us if we build a 
school there if it will af-
fect the water there. They 
said no, based on what 
you have done it is going 
to improve conditions in 
that area.”

He reminded them that 
they hosted a town hall 
where the government 
brought experts to explain 
to the people what the 
BHS and building there 
would entail.

Basseterre High School 
has been at the center of 
a saga since 2013 when 
teachers and students 
began to complain about 
getting sick because of its 
facilities.

However, the Labour 
Party administration, 
which held office at the 

time, was adamant that 
nothing was wrong with 
the school. The party 
brought in various pro-
fessional institutions to 
test the school. The test 
reports, however, divided 
the government and the 
opposition parties, who 
had different interpreta-
tions to the reports.

The present government 
promised it would move 
the BHS staff and stu-
dents from the school’s 
old Victoria Road site and 
build a modern school on 
a new site.  When they 
got to office in 2015, the 
school was moved to a 
temporary location in 
Taylors while they looked 
for a new site where a 
new school could be built.

An East Basseterre site 
was selected as a location 
for the new school, but it 
received fierce opposition 
from the SKNLP, which 
is against building on the 
Basseterre Aquifer. 

BHS: Richards dissapointed  
school not built

“I would be the first  
person to admit that I 

am disappointed that we 
have not been able to deliver 

Basseterre High School in the 
first term. 
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Dr. Nisbett -Wearing mask, still the safest way
By Monique Washington

Chair of the Nevis 
COVID-19 Task Force, 
Dr. Judy Nisbett urges 
residents to continue 
wearing masks to stop 
the potential spread of 
coronavirus.

Dr. Nisbett made the an-
nouncement Monday 
during the Nevis 
COVID-19 Task Force 
press conference. 

On Nevis there were 124 
patients that were tested 
for COVID-19, 120 peo-
ple tested negative, 
four positives, 242 peo-
ple were released from 
quarantine, there are no 
pending cases and all four 
positive patients have 
recovered.

The Federation recorded 
15 confirmed positive 
COVID-19 cases since 
March, all cases have 
since recovered. 

Though all positive cases 
are now recovered Dr. 
Nisbett noted they will 
continue to test people 
who show symptoms in 
an effort to find every 
case and isolate and treat 
cases and quarantine con-
tacts in an effort to curb 
the spread of COVID-19 
in the population.

Dr. Nisbett highlighted 
the importance of wear-
ing face masks. She also 
announced that the NIA 

had begun distributing 
face masks and hand sani-
tizers to each household.

“In the absence of a vac-
cine and with the majority 
of the population suscep-
tible to the COVID-19, 
non-pharmaceutical in-
terventions continue to 
be the backbone of the 
COVID-19 response. 

Interventions such as fre-
quent washing of hands, 
respiratory etiquette, 

physical distancing or 
at least six feet apart 
and wearing of masks in 
public places. It is against 
this backdrop that the de-
cision has been made to 
distribute face masks to 
the population,” she said.

She said that the distri-
bution of the items has 
already covered the resi-
dences in St. Paul’s Parish 
this past weekend.

“This initiative was 

executed by the Ministry 
of Health personnel 
and volunteers and will 
continue in the other 
parishes at a time to be 
announced,” she said.

She urged the public to 
“continue to wear masks 
currently covering both 
your nose and mouth at 
all times in public places 
as we continue to make 
every effort to stay safe.”
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By Monique Washington

The Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) will reveal 
its candidate for Nevis 
10 later this week.  That 
person will be running 
against the Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
(CCM) candidate Eric 
Evelyn for the parliamen-
tary seat.

Last Saturday the CCM 
launched its three candi-
dates for the upcoming 
election on June 5.  Alexis 
Jeffers Nevis 11 (St 
James and St Thomas), 
Eric Evelyn Nevis 10 (St 
Georges Gingerland) and 
Mark Brantley Nevis 9 
(St. Paul’s and St Johns).

The Observer spoke to 
the newly appointed lead-
er of the NRP Dr. Kelvin 
Daly, who was appointed 
on Monday by outgoing 
leader Robel to Hector 

Daly told the Observer 
that they have had a can-
didate for Nevis 11 but 
wanted to wait for the 
right time to reveal that 
person. 

 “The candidate will be 
unveiled at our launch. 
People who have been 
speculating and say-
ing that NRP will not 
have a third candidate is 

nonsense. We have kept 
quiet because there is no 
need to make no big rush. 
That candidate will be 
speaking on Friday at our 
launch.” 

Last year NRP’s second 
Vice President, Bjorn 
Hanley announced that 
he would be running for 
Nevis 11 however, his 
hope was squashed when 
Daly later revealed that 
Hanley is not a represen-
tative of the NRP and the 

party will field a new can-
didate whose “name will 
be announced shortly”.

The candidate will be un-
veiled today Friday (May 

22) at 7 pm at the NRP’s 
Headquarters at Nelson 
Spring.

Meantime, Daly was 
questioned as to his par-
ty’s readiness for the June 
5 elections.

“We have been ready for 
over a year. We are happy 
that they set the date. 
Because as you go on 
with time your resources 
get stretched.  We are 
happy that they picked 
an early date rather than 
a later date. We are happy 

that they finally picked a 
date and we can now lean 
to the final stretch,” he 
said.

He expressed his disap-

pointment however that 
the CCM did not choose 
other candidates for the 

federal election.

“Whether they all go to 
the federal cabinet or not 
we disagree with anyone 
serving in both cabinets. 
That is why we (NRP) 
changed our constitution 
to reflect that. We were re-
ally hoping that the CCM 
would follow suit because 
it made more sense that 
you spread the power 
around instead of putting 
it in those few hands,” he 
said.

Daly noted that it would 
be near impossible to 
serve in both the NIA and 
the Federal Cabinet 

“Hazel Brandy- Williams 
is over there, why didn’t 
they ask her to run in 
Nevis 11. Hazel would 
have really given Patrice 
a challenge. Don’t know 
why they put Eric in 
Nevis 10. How can you 
in good fate do two jobs 
in an eight hour day. Most 
ministers work the same 
shift as a public servant. 
Do they intend to do a 
second shift from 4 to 
midnight or will they sit 
back and collect two sala-
ries in the eight-hour peri-
od? Eight hours to do two 
portfolios? Impossible,” 
he said.

NRP to launch Candidate for Nevis 
10 (Gingerland) tODAY

 “the candidate will be unveiled at 
our launch. People who have been 

speculating and saying that NRP 
will not have a third candidate is 

nonsense. 
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By Petra Mc Sheene

The Team Unity 
and People’s Action 
Movement’s (PAM) 
candidate for Central 
Basseterre Ambassador 
Jonel Powell is keen on 
flipping the constituency 
from the Labour Party 
incumbent at the June 5 
election.

Several constituents 
gave testimonials about 
Ambassador Powell, in-
cluding Rashidi Jeffers 
and Cleo Govia who 
spoke about her house 
being burnt and having 
nowhere to go. 

Govia pointed out that 
Powell informed her that 
he had registered her to 
receive a house and was 
successful. She stated that 
she lived at Fort Thomas 
Road “amongst crack-
heads and rats” with her 
two sons and was thank-
ful for Powell for getting 
her out of that situation. 

In his address, 

Ambassador Powell 
spoke about his days of 
growing up in Mc Knight, 
attending Basseterre High 
School, playing mas with 
Banker, playing basket-
ball with Hitters and lead-
ing a victory motorcade 
with Garden HotSpurs 
through Mc Knight and 
Central Basseterre on his 
pink scooter. 

He said “This is my home, 
the home of my mother, 
my grandparents, this is 
the home of the founder 
of my great, beloved par-
ty, Dr. William Valentine 
‘Billy’ Herbert. There is 
no doubt that I have love 
for my community, there 
should be no doubt in 
anyone’s mind that I want 
to help lead and campaign 
and transform the Central 
Basseterre we have to-
day into one that is more 
prosperous, peaceful and 
filled with opportunities 
for our youth while at the 
same time, protecting and 
caring for the elders of the 
community.” 

Powell took the oppor-
tunity to thank Ministers 
Eugene Hamilton for 
ensuring over 75 hous-
ing solutions have been 
made available for people 

of Central Basseterre and 
Ian Liburd for his work 
in infrastructure and in-
stalling proper lighting 
at Shadwell and Pine 
Garden’s so residents 
would no longer have to 
walk in the dark to get 
home. 

Powell said that he was 
“confident” that better be 
done.  He said he was mo-
tivated by his school mot-
to “I can, I am, I ought, I 

will.”

“The spirit of the school 
motto is also what is driv-
ing my vision to construct 
a boardwalk across the 

Irishtown Bay Road. Not 
just to protect the Bay 
Road and the houses on 
the Bay Road but one that 
will beautify and uplift 
the people of Irishtown 
and Central Basseterre.”

Powell spoke in depth 
about his vision for 
Central Basseterre which 
included the development 
of the public market, the 
upgrade of the Irishtown 
Primary School, 

introducing an after-
school program for young 
people, constructing a 
football facility at Pine 
Gardens, the introduction 
of a brand new leisure 

park and community cen-
tre in the New Road area 
and renovating the facili-
ties at The Gardens. 

Although not in office, 
Jonel Powell said he has 
already delivered to his 
constituency including 
the West Bus Terminal, 
homes at Pine Garden, 
renovations of Garden’s 
Housing Project and res-
toration of the historic 
Irishtown steps at Thibou 

Avenue and Durant 
Avenue. 

In closing, Ambassador 
Powell paid homage to 
former Central Basseterre 
Representative and First 
Prime Minister of St. Kitts 
and Nevis Sir Kennedy 
Alphonse Simmonds.  
“He’s the man who 
brought us Independence, 
the man that led this coun-
try into the modern world 
and he’s the man who 
today embodies what hu-
mility and integrity ought 
to be. 

“I pay homage tonight to 
the man who once served 
fifteen years as representa-
tive for Central Basseterre 
in our parliament, our first 
Prime Minister and cur-
rent only living National 
Hero.” 

Powell made a promise 
that Central Basseterre 
will once again be-
come a seat to be won 
by the People’s Action 
Movement as a part of the 
Team Unity family

People’s Action Movement launches 
Candidate for Constituency #2

“there is no doubt that  

      I have love  
for my community.”

Jonel Powell Ready to Deliver for Central Basseterre
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Quick Off the Mark: St. lucia to be 
First Open For Business

St. Lucia is the first 
Caribbean island to an-
nounce a definite date 
to begin reopening to 
tourists. On June 4, the 
island will begin a multi-
phased approach that re-
quires visitors and hotels 
to adopt new sanitation 
measures.

Phase one of the reopen-
ing starts on June 4 and 
will require visitors to 
prove that they tested 
negative for the coro-
navirus within 48 hours 
of boarding their flight. 
Health authorities will be 
present at ports to con-
duct random screenings 
and temperature checks 

for new arrivals, and be-
fore opening, hotels must 
apply for COVID-19 
certificates from the 
government proving that 
they’ve met sanitation 
criteria.

Dominic Fedee, the 
island’s Minister of 
Tourism, said in a 

statement, “Our new 
protocols have been 
carefully crafted and will 
build confidence among 
travelers and our citizens. 
The Government of Saint 
Lucia remains resolved 
to protect both lives and 
livelihoods as it jump-
starts its economy.”

Much like hotels, busi-
nesses will only be al-
lowed to operate after 
implementing certain 
protocols, including dis-
infecting surfaces and en-
forcing social distancing.

Phase two will begin 
August 1 though specific 
details won’t be released 

for another few weeks.

Other islands, like Aruba 
and the Bahamas, have 
announced plans to begin 
phased reopenings over 
the next few months, but 
no specific dates or pro-
tocols for tourists have 
been put in place.
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A Legal Assessment Of 
The Impact Of Brexit 
On UK-CARICOM 
Relations

By Tara Leevy

INTRODUCTION

Businesses will ben-
efit from a series of trade 
continuity agreements 
signed between the UK 
and CARICOM coun-
tries, which trade con-
tinuity agreements will 
maintain current arrange-
ments with countries 
in the Caribbean post 
Brexit. 

The benefit of those trade 
continuity agreements is 
that they eliminate tariffs 
on all goods imported 
from CARIFORUM 
states into the UK, whilst 
Caribbean states will 
gradually continue to cut 
import tariffs on most of 
the region’s imports from 
the UK. 

Trade agreements with 
Britain are of the ut-
most importance for 
CARICOM states. Based 
on current trade flows, 
exporters of bananas 
and other fruits and nuts 
could save over £14 mil-
lion a year in tariff charg-
es that would apply if the 
post Brexit agreements 
were not in place, while 
exporters of sugarcane 
and other sugar products 
could save more than 
£20 million.

The post Brexit agree-
ments also cover the 
services sector, including 
tourism, which will ben-
efit Britons who spend 
£900 million a year dur-
ing some 900,000 visits 
to the Caribbean.

This paper looks at 
the competence of the 
UK to conclude trade 
agreements pre- and 
post-Brexit and speaks 
to the future of UK-
CARICOM trade agree-
ments post-Brexit.

PRE-BREXIT ERA

In the pre-Brexit era, 
many aspects of the 
UK’s external relations 

were conducted partly 
or wholly through the 
European Union (EU). 
As a result, the UK could 
not decide the level of 
tariffs to levy on imports 
as these were set at a uni-
form level for the EU as 
a whole under the EU’s 
customs union. 

The respective legal 
powers of the European 
Community (EC) (as 
it then was) and the 
Member States were 
ruled upon by the 
European Court of 
Justice in Opinion 1/94 
Re the Uruguay Round 
Agreements [1994] ECR 
1-5267. The Court re-
jected a contention by the 
European Commission 
that the EC had across-
the board competence 
to conclude the WTO 
Agreements in its own.

The court held that al-
though the core pro-
visions of the WTO 
Agreements relating to 
trade in goods fell within 
the EC’s exclusive com-
petence under the com-
mon commercial policy, 
other areas covered by 
the WTO Agreements 
relating to services 
(parts of the General 
Agreement on Trade 
in Services (GATS)) 
and the Agreement on 
Trade-Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property 
(TRIPS) were outside 
the EC”s competence 
or were areas where the 
EC’s competence was 
shared with the Member 
States.

In the above-mentioned 
case, as regards the 
General Agreement on 
Trade in Goods (GATT), 
the Court said:

“…. the Community has 
sole competence pursu-
ant to Article 113 of the 
EC Treaty to conclude 
an external agreement 
of a general nature, that 
is to say, encompassing 
all types of goods, even 
where those goods in-
clude[ the European Coal 
and Steel Community ] 
(ECSC) products.”

As regards the General 

Agreement on Trade 
in Services (GATS), 
the court found that the 
Commission did not 
have exclusive power 
to conclude GATS 
Agreements. The court 
said:

“……the modes of sup-
ply of services referred to 
by GATS as “consump-
tion abroad”, “commer-
cial presence” and the 
“presence of natural per-
sons” are not covered by 
the common commercial 
policy.”

With respect to the 
Agreement on the 
Trade Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS), the 
Court found that TRIPS 
did not fall within the 
scope of the EU’s com-
mercial policy and there-
fore was not within the 
scope of competence of 
the EU. 

The European 
Commission tried to ar-
gue that it had exclusive 
competence as regards 
TRIPS, because intellec-
tual property was closely 
linked to international 
trade. The Court found 
that even though there 
was a link between in-
tellectual property and 
international trade, intel-
lectual property did not 
relate specifically to in-
ternational trade and was 
therefore not covered 
under the EU’s common 
commercial policy.

The upshot of his “mixed 
competence” scenario 
was that vis-à-vis other 
parties, the EC/EU was 
responsible for compli-
ance with and entitled 
to the benefit of certain 
aspects of the WTO 
Agreements while the 
UK individually remain 
responsible for and en-
titled to the benefit of the 
remaining aspects.

However, the bound-
ary between EC/EU and 
Member State compe-
tences did not remain 
stationary.

A further shifting took 
place under the Lisbon 

Treaty. The ratification of 
the Treaty of Lisbon had 
several important im-
plications for decision-
making in EU external 
trade and investment pol-
icy. Despite the above-
discussed Opinion 1/94 
Re the Uruguay Round 
Agreements [1994] ECR 
1-5267, for many years 
there had been a debate 
about whether all trade in 
services and trade related 
aspects of intellectual 
property rights should 
come under exclusive 
EC competence. 

Article 207 of the Treaty 
of the Functioning of the 
EU (TFEU), did away 
with many years of de-
bate on the subject and 
brought services, TRIPS 
and foreign direct in-
vestment into exclusive 
EU competence. This 
was carried over into the 
Treaty of Lisbon.

Exclusive competence 
meant that the legal ba-
sis for the adoption of 
agreements would be a 
qualified majority vote 
in the General Affairs 
and External Relations 
Council not unanim-
ity. It also meant that the 
consent of the European 
Parliament by a simple 
majority of Members of 
the European Parliament 
would replace ratifica-
tion by national parlia-
ments for these policy 
areas.

BREXIT ERA

The UK left the European 
Union on 31 January 
2020, after which time it 
has entered a transition 
period which will last un-
til at least 31 December 
2020.

As regards the status of 
the CARIFORUM-UK 
Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA), the 
UK has decided to “roll 
over” this agreement. 
This “rolled over” EPA 
will take effect after 
the end of the transition 
period. The basis for 
the roll over is the UK 
Trade Bill, introduced in 
November 2017, which 
provides for continuity 

in UK Trade Agreement. 
As priority, the govern-
ment is seeking to secure 
the continuity of the ef-
fects of existing EU free 
trade agreements and 
other preferential trading 
arrangements.

The Trade Bill will en-
able arrangements with 
third countries that the 
UK is currently party to 
as an EU Member state 
to be replicated in UK-
third country agreements 
when the UK leaves the 
European Union.

In the transition period, 
the UK will be able to 
take steps to prepare and 
establish new interna-
tional arrangements of 
its own. However, such 
agreements can only 
enter into force or start 
applying during the tran-
sition period if explicitly 
authorized by the EU.

After the transition pe-
riod, the EU will cease 
to have any competence 
in respect of the UK’s 
trade or other external 
relations and the UK will 
assume all rights and 
responsibilities under 
WTO Agreements. In 
accordance with WTO 
rules, the UK will now 
be able to decide what 
tariffs to levy on products 
from non-UK countries.

The Belize Government 
has said that trade with 
the United Kingdom 
will continue to be gov-
erned by the EPA that 
was signed between the 
CARIFORUM counties 
and the European Union 
in 2008 allowing for the 
two regions to invest in 
and trade with each other 
as well as provide pre-
dictable EU market ac-
cess for these countries.

“During the transition 
period, Belize’s trade 
with the UK, which is 
the largest market for 
Belize’s export of sugar 
and bananas, will contin-
ue to be governed by the 
Cariforum-EU Economic 
Partnership Agreement” 
the Government stated.

The Saint Lucia 

Government said:

“The Cariforum-UK EPA 
is designed to ensure that 
these exports will contin-
ue to receive preferential 
treatment in the British 
market, post Brexit. It 
also replicates commit-
ments on development 
co-operation to support 
implementation and use 
of the agreement”.

The Government stated 
further that during the 
transition period, St 
Lucia, together with 
the rest of the signatory 
Cariforum States would 
continue to undertake 
the required work that 
will address issues re-
lating to institutional, 
administrative and busi-
ness practices which 
may have implications 
for Cariforum-UK trade 
once the Cariforum-UK 
EPA is in operation from 
January 2021.

In conclusion, the sign-
ing of the Brexit Treaty 
has placed Caribbean 
countries on no worse a 
footing, as regards trade 
relations with the UK. In 
“The EPA, BREXIT and 
defending the status quo” 
the author argues that “it 
is hard to see how the 
[Caribbean] region could 
obtain in the immediate 
future anything more 
comprehensive than 
equivalence to the [ex-
isting] EPA.” Although 
in theory, the UK may 
seek, post Brexit, to con-
clude new agreements 
with Caribbean countries 
that impose tariffs on 
Caribbean goods, it is an-
ticipated that the Brexit 
Treaty will strengthen 
the long-standing re-
lationship between the 
Caribbean region and the 
United Kingdom.

Tara Leevy, LLB (Hons), 
LEC, LLM, LLM 
is a Commonwealth 
Caribbean attorney, cur-
rently based in the United 
Kingdom and a contribu-
tor to the SRC Trading 
Thoughts Column. Learn 
more about the SRC at 
www.shridathramphal-
centre.com. 

A legal Assessment of the Impact of Brexit on UK-CARICOM Relations
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PM HARRIS PROMISES SPECIAl EFFORt 
tO PROVIDE At lEASt 3,000 HOMES 

FOR YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN

BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts, May 21, 2020 
(Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister) 
– In the short of just 
five years, the Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris-led Team Unity 
administration imple-
mented a historic hous-
ing solutions programme 
that has positively im-
pacted more than 3,000 
families through the 
provision of larger, more 
affordable homes and 
introduced initiatives 
that made home renova-
tions and additions much 
easier.

 And yet, Prime Minister 
Harris says his Team 
Unity coalition has even 
greater plans that will en-
hance the lives of thou-
sands more, and improve 
the housing stock in the 
country when it is elected 
to serve for a second 
term.

 Speaking at the 

impressive launch of the 
Team Unity Stronger, 
Safer Election Campaign 
on Tuesday (May 19), 
the prime minister said 
his administration in its 
second term intends to 
create more housing op-
portunities specifically 
for young women in the 
country.

 “Our young women de-
serve a home that they can 
call their own; a home in 
which they can raise their 
children and their fami-
lies; a home that brings 
connectedness to a place 
and a home that allows 
them to say goodbye to 
unreasonable landlords,” 
Dr. Harris explained.

 Prime Minister Harris 
further indicated that 
special provisions will 
be made to facilitate the 
housing needs of young 
men across the island, 
as he noted that, “Truth 
be told, in St. Kitts and 
Nevis we look after our 

women nicely, so most of 
the houses we gave out 
women got them.”

 He added, “We have de-
termined that in our next 
term we will make avail-
able resources for at least 
1,200 homes for young 
men and 1,800 for our 
young women.”

 Over the last five years, 
hundreds of homes were 
delivered to deserving 
individuals, close to 500 
families assisted ben-
efited through the HELP 
programme and hundreds 
more assisted through the 
First Time Homeowners 
Programme. The gov-
ernment employee mort-
gage financing (GEM) 
programme benefited 
dozens of civil servants 
and more than 2,000 
households were provid-
ed with assistance from 
the widely acclaimed 
Hurricane Rehabilitation 
Programme.

“truth be told, in St. Kitts and Nevis we look after 
our women nicely, so most of the houses we 

gave out women got them.”

Government Ministers present keys to new homeowners.
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trump Administration Commends 
SKN’s  Handling Of COVID-19

The United States 
National Security 
Adviser, Ambassador 
Robert C. O’Brien, 
has commended Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris for his leader-
ship in St. Kitts and 
Nevis’ proactive re-
sponse and engagement 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic, which have 

led to positive bilateral 
developments.

Dr. Harris spoke with 
O’Brien, who was at the 
White House, by phone 
Monday.

Ambassador O’Brien, 
who serves as the 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security 
Affairs, also pledged 
the U.S. Government’s 
commitment to support-
ing the Government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis in its 
fight against COVID-19.

Later O’Brien an-
nounced the following 
on the official Twitter 
page of the White 
House National Security 
Council (@WHNSC): 
“Great conversation to-
day with our friend & 
partner, @pmharriskn 
of St. Kitts and Nevis. 
 @POTUS is sending 
ventilators as a sign of 
our appreciation of our 
key partnership.  We’re 
grateful for the Prime 
Minister’s leadership in 
the global response to 

#COVID19.”

Top-level discus-
sions between the two 
Governments have fo-
cused recently on API 
Harowe (St. Kitts) Ltd., 
whose trade name is 
American Precision 
Industries.  API Harowe 
Inc. designs and manu-
factures components 

for industrial, medical, 
military and commercial 
aerospace applications.

Notably, the work of em-
ployees at API Harowe 
(St. Kitts) Ltd. supports 
the production of venti-
lators.  In recent weeks, 
the White House reached 
out to Government 
Headquarters to make an 
appeal for this important 
work to continue un-
abated during the State 
of Emergency in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, which 
was put into effect on 
March 28th, resulting 
in the operationaliza-
tion of the Emergency 
Powers (COVID-19) 
Regulations, 2020.

Employees of API 
Harowe (St. Kitts) Ltd. 
have continued work-
ing while complying 
with protocols based on 
the advice of health ex-
perts and other profes-
sionals at the National 
Emergency Operations 
Center (NEOC).

“More than ever, we see 

we are in this together – 
and that, of course, had 
been reflected sharply 
in the context of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, when 
persons in the Situation 
Room in the White 
House in Washington, 
D.C. would reach out to 
my Government for a 
conversation regarding 
API Harowe Servo Ltd. 

on how this small island 
state could come to as-
sistance [in respect] of 
the demand for ventila-
tors and other products 
within the United States 
and the globe,” the Prime 
Minister said Saturday 
on WINN (98.9) FM’s 
Inside the News.

“The smallest country 
in the hemisphere took 
on global, geopoliti-
cal importance,” Prime 
Minister Harris also said, 
while noting that “prod-
ucts of international stan-
dard and quality, which 
are in high demand” are 
being produced locally 
by workers who are “the 
unsung heroes.”  “It is 
the quality of their work, 
which led – in a moment 
of its greatest need – the 
United States of America 
to give recognition to St. 
Kitts and Nevis and its 
small, though important, 
manufacturing indus-
try,” the Prime Minister 
added.

“the smallest country in the hemisphere 
took on global, geopolitical importance,” 
Prime Minister Harris also said, while 
noting that “products of international 
standard and quality, which are in high 
demand” are being produced locally by 
workers who are “the unsung heroes.”  
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lEADERSHIP MAttERS!
DR. tHE HON. tIMOtHY 
HARRIS PRAISED FOR 
HIS StRONG lEADER-

SHIP IN FIRSt tERM AS 
PRIME MINIStER

BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts, May 20, 2020 
(Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister) 
– Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris is being lauded 
for his strong and de-
cisive leadership that 
has helped St. Kitts and 
Nevis through turbulent 
times, and which has also 
helped to transform the 
Federation’s economy to 
one that is vibrant. The 
sound management of the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
further demonstrated the 
strong and capable lead-
ership qualities of Prime 
Minister Harris that are 
needed to take the coun-
try forward. 

 During the launch of 
Team Unity’s Stronger, 
Safer Future Virtual 
Election Campaign on 
Tuesday (May 20) eve-
ning, Premier of Nevis, 
the Honourable Mark 
Brantley said that under 
Dr. Harris’ leadership, St. 
Kitts and Nevis has seen a 
dramatic fall in homicides 
and other serious crimes, 
and a significant growth 
in the economy that has 
created employment op-
portunities for thousands 
of ordinary citizens and 

residents.

 Speaking particularly of 
the Federation’s response 
to COVID-19, Premier 
Brantley said the pan-
demic has tested nations 
larger, richer and more 
powerful than St. Kitts 
and Nevis, but noted that 
through calm, sensible 
and composed leadership, 
coupled with the capable 
experiences of hundreds 
of frontline workers, 
St. Kitts and Nevis has 
weathered the storm 
admirably to the point 
where as at Monday, May 
18, there are no active 
cases of the virus in the 
country.

“We must also recog-
nize that with the wrong 
leadership we could have 
had different results, but 
you had the right leader-
ship and the right tone,” 
Premier Brantley said.

 The honourable pre-
mier recalled the numer-
ous occasions when he 
would have heard Prime 
Minister Harris address-
ing the nation on the 
matters pertaining to 
the pandemic on vari-
ous radio or television 
programmes.

 “And I’m saying to my-
self ‘this man Timothy 
Harris don’t sleep’. But 
that was what the situa-
tion demanded that lead-
ers rose to the occasion 
to deal effectively with 
this unseen threat that if 
not addressed could have 
destroyed St. Kitts and 
Nevis,” he said.

 

The Honourable 
Ian Patches Liburd, 
the People’s Action 
Movement (PAM and 
Team Unity’s candi-
date for Constituency 
One in the upcom-
ing General Elections, 
echoed the sentiments 
expressed by Premier 
Brantley, adding that the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris brought his 25-
plus years of experience 
as a Parliamentarian to 
the fore in his leadership 
of the country.

 “He has brought his wis-
dom, he has brought the 
experience to our Cabinet 
and to the country and 
I would commend Dr. 
Timothy Sylvester Harris 
anytime to anyone,” 
Minister Liburd said.
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Even though COVID-19 
has apparently been 
eliminated in the 
Federation, measures 

are still being applied to 
protect the vulnerable in 
the population including 
children.

Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Hazel Laws discuss-
ing the recent findings of 
a new disease linked to 
COVID-19 found main-
ly in children dubbed 
Paediatric Multi-System 
Inflammatory Syndrome 
(PIMS).

Dr. Laws said many pre-
cautions must be put in 
place before children in 
the Federation can safely 
return to schools.

 “Protocols to prevent 
infection transmissions 
must be carefully con-
sidered before reopening 
our schools. As health 
care providers, we have a 
responsibility to monitor 
closely the presentations 
and outcomes of children 
in our Federation and the 
wider Caribbean region,” 
she said.

She said, “If children 
are at threat for being 
affected by PIMS these 
measures will be impor-
tant for everyone. It is 
important for children to 

practice physical and so-
cial distancing as much 
as is possible, but they 
can catch on easily in 
terms of washing their 
hands and keeping their 
hands clean especially 
after playing outside and 
with their toys etc.”

She noted that PIMS is 
primarily a mild disease 
and children who devel-
op or are diagnosed with 
the COVID-19 rarely 
require hospitalization. 
“Children tend to be 
symptom-free and they 
are usually identified 
through contact tracing. 
Of our 15 cases locally, 
two were children and 
we picked them up 
mainly through contact 
tracing. They hardly had 
any symptoms, if at all..

“Children with a less se-
rious disease and those 
without symptoms may 
be responsible for dis-
ease transmission. So, in 
other words, they may 

be without symptoms or 
symptom-free or mild 
disease but they have the 
potential of passing on 
the virus to other indi-
viduals,” she explained.

Though all 15 cases have 
recovered, Dr. Laws said 
the battle against the vi-
rus is not yet over.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic is not over, it actu-
ally just got started. The 
science and the evidence 
have told us the pan-
demic will be with us 
for as long as 12 or 18 
months or even beyond 
so we are not out of the 
woods as yet that is why 
we still have to maintain 
our physical and social 
distancing measures.”

She said the Ministry of 
health will seek to delay 
the second wave for as 
long as possible.

“In coming travellers can 
signal the start of a sec-
ond wave of infections 
so the health team will 
have to contain that sec-
ond wave of infections 
when it begins.”

Virus free but  
protection of  
children key

Children with a less serious disease and 
those without symptoms may be respon-

sible for disease transmission. So, in 
other words, they may be without symp-
toms or symptom-free or mild disease 

but they have the potential of passing on 
the virus to other individuals,” 

Dr. Hazel-Law CMO
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Amory’s 
last Dance

By Monique Washington 

After 33 years of being 
in the political arena both 
locally and federally, for-
mer Premier of Nevis and 
current Federal Minister 
of Social Security and 
Labour Vance Amory 
will officially be stepping 
away from the political 

landscape.

The Observer contacted 
the veteran politician who 
was a founding mem-
ber of the Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
(CCM) Thursday who 
said he has just about 
two more weeks in his 
elected position. “I am 
not contesting the next 
election”. 

He said that it has been 
33 years since he began 
his political life.

“The CCM was officially 
launched in January of 
1987.  Thirty-three years 

of pounding the pave-
ment. At that time it was 
rough. No internet, no 
media, no Facebook. At 
that time you had to go 
to every house and speak 
with the people. It was 
different then. I wanted 
to change things, bring 
a different brand to the 
people.” 

In 2015 Amory was elect-
ed to the Federal Cabinet 
through the Team Unity 
coalition. There he 
served as Senior Minister 
and Minister of Labour 
and Social Security. He 
noted that for the next 
two weeks he will be put-
ting everything in place 
as he gets ready to exit 
office.

“All of this has been the 
work of the Lord. It was 
not easy. But through 
God it worked out.” 

Amory served as Premier 
of Nevis from 1992-
2006 and returned from 

2013-2017. In 2017 
Amory stepped down as 
leader of the Concerned 
Citizens Movement and 
retired from the political 
arena in Nevis.

In 2017 Evelyn became 
the newest candidate, 
following then represen-
tative of the area and then 

leader of the CCM and 
Premier of Nevis Hon 
Vance Amory expressing 
that he would not contest 
the next NIA election. 

In 2018 a grand celebra-
tion was held recogniz-
ing the 30 years as an 
elected parliamentar-
ian in the Nevis Island 
Assembly and his official 
retirement from the NIA

Eric Evelyn will be con-
testing the Federal Seat 
in Nevis 10 for the first 
time. 

As he bids the 
political arena 

goodbye

“All of this has been
the work of the lord.  

It was not easy. But through 
God it worked out.” 
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Premier Brantley meets with 
 religious fraternity on Nevis

Premier Brantley meets 
with religious fraternity 
on Nevis

NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (May 21, 2020) 
-- Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis, met 
with at least 30 pastors 
on Nevis at the Nevis 
Performing Arts Centre 
(NePac) on May 21,  
2020, in an effort to 
address concerns from 
the religious sector re-
garding the effect of the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
and the reopening of 
churches.

The premier noted 
that the Nevis Island 
Administration is en-
deavouring to do its best 
to respond to the many 
challenges the virus has 
posed to every sector on 
the island.

“I have said to those of 
you who called me that 

I expect that there will 
be some relaxation on 
the issue of churches as 
soon as this weekend 
but the question of how 

that relaxation should 
look continues to be a 
question, and I thought 
as Premier of Nevis I 
owed it to you to have a 
discussion. I have invit-
ed Dr. Judy Nisbett who 
is her with us. She is the 
Head of our COVID-19 
Task Force here on 
Nevis because they too 
have been trying to get 
a sense from the church 
community as to what 

is the best approach and 
what is the compromise 
that we can give in or-
der to ensure that the 
Houses of the Lord are 

reopened but also to en-
sure that our people are 
kept safe,” he said.

Mr. Brantley stated that 
the reason he had an 
audience with the pas-
tors was to discuss with 
them and relay their 
concerns to the Federal 
Cabinet meeting he was 
due to attend later the 
same day.

“The reason I have 
called this meeting this 
morning is because 
when I leave here, I 
go immediately to the 

Federal Cabinet in 
Basseterre, and I want 
to be able to say to them 
in St. Kitts, this is what 
the pastors in Nevis are 
saying to me…

“I am happy to see that 
so many of you have 
come and the hope 
would be that we can 
come to some under-
standing this morning. 
I think that all of us are 

reasonable people. I 
think that all of us un-
derstand the tensions 
and the difficulties,” he 
said.

Meantime, the premier 
assured those in at-
tendance that the NIA 
wants to have a good 
relationship with the 
religious sector on the 
island.

“I want you to know 
that my government 
wants the best possible 
relationship with the 
church. We understand 
that our island needs 
the church. We need 
the presence of God 
in order to guide us, in 
order to set the tone for 
our country. We have 
COVID today, in the 
space of just the next 
10 days we are going to 
have the hurricane sea-
son starting. We need 
you.

“So I am not here as the 
premier. I am here as a 
Nevisian, as somebody 
who is concerned. I am 
here to say, how can we 
work together to bring 
some relief to the very 
legitimate concerns 
that you have but also 
to give the comfort that 
the health professionals 
have been saying they 
need, in terms of pre-
venting this COVID-19 
from getting any foot-
hold, now that we are 
seeing a bright light at 
the end of the tunnel 
in relation to the fight 
against COVID,” he 
said.

Also present was 
Dr. Judy Nisbett, 
Chairperson of the 
Nevis COVID-19 
Task Force, who ad-
dressed the pastors and 
also entertained their 
questions.

“I am happy to see that so many of you have 
come and the hope would be that we can come 
to some understanding this morning. I think 
that all of us are reasonable people. I think that 
all of us understand the tensions and the diffi-
culties,” he said.

A section of the members of the religious fraternity on Nevis attending a meeting at the Nevis Perform-
ing Arts Centre on May 21, 2020, called by Hon.  

Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis, to address the reopening of churches

Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis, 
addressing members of the religious fra-
ternity on the island at a meeting at the 

Nevis Performing Arts Centre on  
May 21, 2020
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By Monique Washington 

The Leader of the Nevis 
Reformation Party 
(NRP), Robelto Hector 
has been granted per-
mission to return to the 
island after he traveled 
overseas before the State 
of Emergency.  He  will 
be placed in quarantine 
with the hope of  vot-
ing in the June 5 Federal 
elections.

This past week, because 
of his absence on the is-
land, Hector appointed 
Vice President of the 
NRP Dr. Kelvin Daly as 
acting leader. Daly’s ap-
pointment expires upon 
the arrival of Hector in 
the Federation.

Hector travelled out of 
the Federation before the 
State of Emergency and 
before the island closed 
its borders.  He noted on 
Wednesday he has since 
been granted permission 
to return home and be 
placed in quarantine.

“My story, I think by 
now you know. I would 
have written to the 
Nevis Air and Seaport 
Authority seeking per-
mission to land in Nevis. 
Permission was given to 
me and less than 24 hours 

that permission was 
withdrawn.  My appeal 
was to the Chief Medical 
Officer (Dr. Hazel Laws) 
who saw good fate that 
I am a citizen of this 
country and would have 
articulated their policy 
of allowing nationals to 
return.” 

He said that so after be-
ing denied entry into 
Nevis he was then given 
permission to land in St. 
Kitts. Hector expressed 
his gratitude to the CMO 
and her team. 

“I am thankful and thank 
you to the CMO and 
the COVID-19 team for 
granting that permission. 
I would have indicated 
that I am willing to serve 
my 14 days in quarantine, 
recognizing how impor-
tant this is. My appeal to 
everyone is to continue to 
observe the safety guide-
lines. Continue to make 
sure as a people we keep 
yourself safe,” he said.

With the Federal election 
just weeks away (June 
5) he noted that there are 
still many questions the 
citizens need to know. 

“The question at this 
time is very well a ques-
tion for all. It has to do 

with crime. We need to 
know what is the long-
term plan for crime in 
our country. We need to 
know the long term plan 
for economic survival. 

He claimed that in Nevis 
there is still financial 
uncertainty, economic 
stagnation. 

“The cost overruns are 
many. We have a number 
of projects on the island 
and we don’t know when 
is the completion date,” 
he said.

He further questioned 
“why is an election be-
ing held when a State 
of Emergency is still in 
place”.

“Some people might de-
scribe it as a politically 
motivated lockdown.  A 
fake state of emergency 
all done to have an un-
fair advantage over the 
opposition. We (NRP) 
are going to rise, we are 
going to continue in this 
environment to show the 
metal that we are made 
of, “he said.

One question the NRP 
has refused to answer 
until this Friday is who 
its candidate will be for 
Nevis 10. 

NRP’s leader 
to return to 

Federation and 
placed in 14 day 

quarantine
Robelto Hector leader of the NRP to returning to nevis
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The Caribbean Union of 
Teachers (CUT) is urging 
regional governments not 
to rush the process for the 
reopening of schools to 
facilitate the writing of 
exams unless they are re-
ally prepared.

The Union says it is 
concerned by the de-
cision taken by the 
Council for Human and 
Social Development 
(COHSOD) at its May 
8 meeting, to support the 
Administration of the 
Caribbean Examinations 
Council for the CSEC 
examinations to be held 
in July.It says this is con-
trary to the recommend-
ed position of the Union 
for the sitting to be held 
in September 2020.

CUT believes that this 
unfortunate decision 
will place the lives of 
thousands of students 
and teachers at risk as 
all the issues surround-
ing the administering of 
the examination have 
not been addressed.The 
Union is not confident 
that the governments of 
the region have demon-
strated the level of pre-
paredness for the planned 

reopening of schools in a 
safe environment.

CUT says it is aware 
there are some govern-
ments in the region that 
have reopened schools 
and some in short order.

It considers this to be 
reckless unless the req-
uisite health provisions 
have been made.The 
Union firmly believes 
that the September time-
line for sitting the exams 
would allow for regional 
governments and edu-
cational administrations 
to adopt and implement 
the following benchmark 
proposals.Implement the 
necessary protocols that 
will safeguard the health 
and well-being of all 
stakeholders.

Establish the infrastruc-
ture that will allow for 
new normal operations 
in all education commu-
nities, namely enhanced 
hygiene and cleaning 
practices and equip-
ment in addition to en-
abling access to Personal 
Protective Equipment.

Formalize appropri-
ate support structures 

through social and po-
litical dialogue for vul-
nerable and affected 
members of educational 
communities to include 
counseling and funding.

Engage teachers and 
their unions in designing/
determining the pedago-
gies, digital tools and 
platforms and that can be 
used to continue educa-
tion during the temporary 
school closures.Provide 
government secured 
Information communi-
cation technology and 
digital technologies that 
will maintain students’ 
engagement in times of 
crisis as well as the requi-
site training for teachers 
in new normal modali-
ties.Educate and update 
members of the educa-
tional community about 
the new normal practices 
and procedures.

Use the expertise and 
professionalism of edu-
cators and their unions to 
determine and assess the 
impact of school closures 
and teaching, learning 
and student well-being 
and develop a framework 
for transitioning back to 
on-site teaching..

Caribbean teachers Union Urges 
Caution in School Reopening
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Steps to Christ          Chapter 8—Growing Up Into Christ
Ellen G. White Writings

The change of heart 
by which we become 
children of God is in 
the Bible spoken of as 
birth. Again, it is com-
pared to the germination 
of the good seed sown 
by the husbandman. In 
like manner those who 
are just converted to 
Christ are, “as new-born 
babes,” to “grow up” to 
the stature of men and 
women in Christ Jesus. 
1 Peter 2:2; Ephesians 
4:15. Or like the good 
seed sown in the field, 
they are to grow up and 
bring forth fruit. Isaiah 
says that they shall “be 
called trees of righteous-
ness, the planting of the 
Lord, that He might be 
glorified.” Isaiah 61:3. 
So from natural life, il-
lustrations are drawn, 
to help us better to un-
derstand the mysterious 
truths of spiritual life. 

Not all the wisdom and 
skill of man can pro-
duce life in the small-
est object in nature. It 
is only through the life 
which God Himself has 
imparted, that either 
plant or animal can live. 
So it is only through 
the life from God that 
spiritual life is begot-
ten in the hearts of men. 
Unless a man is “born 
from above,” he cannot 
become a partaker of the 
life which Christ came to 
give. John 3:3, margin. 

As with life, so it is with 
growth. It is God who 
brings the bud to bloom 
and the flower to fruit. It 
is by His power that the 
seed develops, “first the 
blade, then the ear, after 
that the full corn in the 
ear.” Mark 4:28. And 
the prophet Hosea says 
of Israel, that “he shall 
grow as the lily.” “They 
shall revive as the corn, 
and grow as the vine.” 
Hosea 14:5, 7. And Jesus 
bids us “consider the 
lilies how they grow.” 
Luke 12:27. The plants 

and flowers grow not by 
their own care or anxiety 
or effort, but by receiv-
ing that which God has 
furnished to minister to 
their life. The child can-
not, by any anxiety or 
power of its own, add to 
its stature. No more can 
you, by anxiety or ef-
fort of yourself, secure 
spiritual growth. The 
plant, the child, grows 
by receiving from its 
surroundings that which 
ministers to its life—air, 
sunshine, and food. What 
these gifts of nature are 
to animal and plant, such 
is Christ to those who 
trust in Him. He is their 
“everlasting light,” “a 
sun and shield.” Isaiah 
60:19; Psalm 84:11. He 
shall be as “the dew unto 
Israel.” “He shall come 
down like rain upon the 
mown grass.” Hosea 
14:5; Psalm 72:6. He 
is the living water, “the 
Bread of God ... which 
cometh down from heav-
en, and giveth life unto 
the world.” John 6:33. 

In the matchless gift of 
His Son, God has en-
circled the whole world 
with an atmosphere of 
grace as real as the air 
which circulates around 
the globe. All who 
choose to breathe this 
life-giving atmosphere 
will live and grow up to 
the stature of men and 
women in Christ Jesus. 

As the flower turns to the 
sun, that the bright beams 
may aid in perfecting its 
beauty and symmetry, 
so should we turn to the 
Sun of Righteousness, 
that heaven’s light may 
shine upon us, that our 
character may be devel-
oped into the likeness of 
Christ. 

Jesus teaches the same 
thing when He says, 
“Abide in Me, and I in 
you. As the branch can-
not bear fruit of itself, ex-
cept it abide in the vine; 

no more can ye, except ye 
abide in Me.... Without 
Me ye can do nothing.” 
John 15:4, 5. You are 
just as dependent upon 
Christ, in order to live a 
holy life, as is the branch 
upon the parent stock for 
growth and fruitfulness. 
Apart from Him you 
have no life. You have no 
power to resist tempta-
tion or to grow in grace 
and holiness. Abiding in 
Him, you may flourish. 
Drawing your life from 
Him, you will not wither 
nor be fruitless. You will 
be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water. 

Many have an idea that 
they must do some part 
of the work alone. They 
have trusted in Christ for 
the forgiveness of sin, 
but now they seek by 
their own efforts to live 
aright. But every such ef-
fort must fail. Jesus says, 
“Without Me ye can do 
nothing.” Our growth in 
grace, our joy, our useful-
ness,—all depend upon 
our union with Christ. It 
is by communion with 
Him, daily, hourly,—
by abiding in Him,—
that we are to grow in 
grace. He is not only the 
Author, but the Finisher 
of our faith. It is Christ 
first and last and always. 
He is to be with us, not 
only at the beginning and 
the end of our course, but 
at every step of the way. 
David says, “I have set 
the Lord always before 
me: because He is at my 
right hand, I shall not be 
moved.” Psalm 16:8. 

Do you ask, “How am 
I to abide in Christ?” 
In the same way as you 
received Him at first. 
“As ye have therefore 
received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in 
Him.” “The just shall 
live by faith.” Colossians 
2:6; Hebrews 10:38. 
You gave yourself to 
God, to be His wholly, 
to serve and obey Him, 

and you took Christ as 
your Saviour. You could 
not yourself atone for 
your sins or change 
your heart; but having 
given yourself to God, 
you believe that He for 
Christ’s sake did all this 
for you. By faith you 
became Christ’s, and by 
faith you are to grow up 
in Him—by giving and 
taking. You are to give 
all,—your heart, your 
will, your service,—give 
yourself to Him to obey 
all His requirements; 
and you must take all,—
Christ, the fullness of all 
blessing, to abide in your 
heart, to be your strength, 
your righteousness, your 
everlasting helper,—to 
give you power to obey. 

Consecrate yourself to 
God in the morning; 
make this your very first 
work. Let your prayer 
be, “Take me, O Lord, 
as wholly Thine. I lay all 
my plans at Thy feet. Use 
me today in Thy service. 
Abide with me, and let 
all my work be wrought 
in Thee.” This is a daily 
matter. Each morn-
ing consecrate yourself 
to God for that day. 
Surrender all your plans 
to Him, to be carried out 
or given up as His provi-
dence shall indicate. 
Thus day by day you 
may be giving your life 
into the hands of God, 
and thus your life will be 
molded more and more 
after the life of Christ. 

A life in Christ is a life of 
restfulness. There may 
be no ecstasy of feeling, 
but there should be an 
abiding, peaceful trust. 
Your hope is not in your-
self; it is in Christ. Your 
weakness is united to His 
strength, your ignorance 
to His wisdom, your 
frailty to His enduring 
might. So you are not to 
look to yourself, not to 
let the mind dwell upon 
self, but look to Christ. 
Let the mind dwell upon 

His love, upon the beau-
ty, the perfection, of His 
character. Christ in His 
self-denial, Christ in His 
humiliation, Christ in 
His purity and holiness, 
Christ in His matchless 
love—this is the subject 
for the soul’s contempla-
tion. It is by loving Him, 
copying Him, depending 
wholly upon Him, that 
you are to be transformed 
into His likeness. 

Jesus says, “Abide in 
Me.” These words con-
vey the idea of rest, sta-
bility, confidence. Again 
He invites, “Come unto 
Me, ... and I will give 
you rest.” Matthew 
11:28. The words of 
the psalmist express the 
same thought: “Rest in 
the Lord, and wait pa-
tiently for Him.” And 
Isaiah gives the assur-
ance, “In quietness and 
in confidence shall be 
your strength.” Psalm 
37:7; Isaiah 30:15. 
This rest is not found 
in inactivity; for in the 
Saviour’s invitation the 
promise of rest is united 
with the call to labor: 
“Take My yoke upon 
you: ... and ye shall find 
rest.” Matthew 11:29. 
The heart that rests most 
fully upon Christ will be 
most earnest and active 
in labor for Him. 

When the mind dwells 
upon self, it is turned 
away from Christ, the 
source of strength and 
life. Hence it is Satan’s 
constant effort to keep 
the attention diverted 
from the Saviour and 
thus prevent the union 
and communion of the 
soul with Christ. The 
pleasures of the world, 
life’s cares and perplexi-
ties and sorrows, the 
faults of others, or your 
own faults and imper-
fections—to any or all 
of these he will seek to 
divert the mind. Do not 
be misled by his devices. 
Many who are really 

conscientious, and who 
desire to live for God, he 
too often leads to dwell 
upon their own faults and 
weaknesses, and thus by 
separating them from 
Christ he hopes to gain 
the victory. We should 
not make self the cen-
ter and indulge anxiety 
and fear as to whether 
we shall be saved. All 
this turns the soul away 
from the Source of our 
strength. Commit the 
keeping of your soul to 
God, and trust in Him. 
Talk and think of Jesus. 
Let self be lost in Him. 
Put away all doubt; dis-
miss your fears. Say with 
the apostle Paul, “I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave Himself 
for me.” Galatians 2:20. 
Rest in God. He is able 
to keep that which you 
have committed to Him. 
If you will leave yourself 
in His hands, He will 
bring you off more than 
conqueror through Him 
that has loved you. 

When Christ took hu-
man nature upon Him, 
He bound humanity to 
Himself by a tie of love 
that can never be broken 
by any power save the 
choice of man himself. 
Satan will constantly 
present allurements 
to induce us to break 
this tie—to choose to 
separate ourselves from 
Christ. Here is where we 
need to watch, to strive, 
to pray, that nothing 
may entice us to choose 
another master; for we 
are always free to do 
this. But let us keep our 
eyes fixed upon Christ, 
and He will preserve us. 
Looking unto Jesus, we 
are safe. Nothing can 
pluck us out of His hand. 
In constantly beholding 
Him, we “are changed 
into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by 
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the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 
Corinthians 3:18. 

It was thus that the early 
disciples gained their 
likeness to the dear 
Saviour. When those dis-
ciples heard the words of 
Jesus, they felt their need 
of Him. They sought, 
they found, they fol-
lowed Him. They were 
with Him in the house, 
at the table, in the closet, 
in the field. They were 
with Him as pupils with 
a teacher, daily receiving 
from His lips lessons of 
holy truth. They looked 
to Him, as servants to 
their master, to learn their 
duty. Those disciples 
were men “subject to 
like passions as we are.” 
James 5:17. They had 
the same battle with sin 
to fight. They needed the 
same grace, in order to 
live a holy life. 

Even John, the beloved 
disciple, the one who 
most fully reflected the 
likeness of the Saviour, 
did not naturally pos-
sess that loveliness of 
character. He was not 
only self-assertive and 
ambitious for honor, but 
impetuous, and resentful 
under injuries. But as the 
character of the Divine 
One was manifested to 
him, he saw his own defi-
ciency and was humbled 
by the knowledge. The 
strength and patience, the 
power and tenderness, 
the majesty and meek-
ness, that he beheld in the 
daily life of the Son of 
God, filled his soul with 
admiration and love. 
Day by day his heart was 
drawn out toward Christ, 
until he lost sight of self 
in love for his Master. 
His resentful, ambitious 
temper was yielded to 
the molding power of 
Christ. The regenerating 
influence of the Holy 
Spirit renewed his heart. 
The power of the love of 
Christ wrought a trans-
formation of character. 
This is the sure result of 
union with Jesus. When 
Christ abides in the heart, 
the whole nature is trans-
formed. Christ’s Spirit, 
His love, softens the 
heart, subdues the soul, 

and raises the thoughts 
and desires toward God 
and heaven. 

When Christ ascended to 
heaven, the sense of His 
presence was still with 
His followers. It was a 
personal presence, full of 
love and light. Jesus, the 
Saviour, who had walked 
and talked and prayed 
with them, who had spo-
ken hope and comfort to 
their hearts, had, while 
the message of peace was 
still upon His lips, been 
taken up from them into 
heaven, and the tones 
of His voice had come 
back to them, as the 
cloud of angels received 
Him—“Lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” 
Matthew 28:20. He had 
ascended to heaven in the 
form of humanity. They 
knew that He was before 
the throne of God, their 
Friend and Saviour still; 
that His sympathies were 
unchanged; that He was 
still identified with suf-
fering humanity. He was 
presenting before God 
the merits of His own 
precious blood, showing 
His wounded hands and 
feet, in remembrance 
of the price He had 
paid for His redeemed. 
They knew that He had 
ascended to heaven to 
prepare places for them, 
and that He would come 
again and take them to 
Himself. 

As they met together after 
the ascension they were 
eager to present their 
requests to the Father 
in the name of Jesus. In 
solemn awe they bowed 
in prayer, repeating the 
assurance, “Whatsoever 
ye shall ask the Father in 
My name, He will give 
it you. Hitherto have ye 
asked nothing in My 
name: ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy 
may be full.” John 16:23, 
24. They extended the 
hand of faith higher and 
higher with the mighty 
argument, “It is Christ 
that died, yea rather, that 
is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh inter-
cession for us.” Romans 

8:34. And Pentecost 
brought them the pres-
ence of the Comforter, 
of whom Christ had said, 
He “shall be in you.” 
And He had further said, 
“It is expedient for you 
that I go away: for if I go 
not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; 
but if I depart, I will send 
Him unto you.” John 
14:17; 16:7. Henceforth 
through the Spirit, Christ 
was to abide continually 
in the hearts of His chil-
dren. Their union with 
Him was closer than 
when He was person-
ally with them. The light, 
and love, and power of 
the indwelling Christ 
shone out through them, 
so that men, beholding, 
“marveled; and they 
took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with 
Jesus.” Acts 4:13. 

All that Christ was to the 
disciples, He desires to 
be to His children today; 
for in that last prayer, 
with the little band of 
disciples gathered about 
Him, He said, “Neither 
pray I for these alone, but 
for them also which shall 
believe on Me through 
their word.” John 17:20. 

Jesus prayed for us, and 
He asked that we might 
be one with Him, even 
as He is one with the 
Father. What a union is 
this! The Saviour has 
said of Himself, “The 
Son can do nothing of 
Himself;” “the Father 
that dwelleth in Me, He 
doeth the works.” John 
5:19; 14:10. Then if 
Christ is dwelling in our 
hearts, He will work in 
us “both to will and to do 
of His good pleasure.” 
Philippians 2:13. We 
shall work as He worked; 
we we shall manifest the 
same spirit. And thus, 
loving Him and abiding 
in Him, we shall “grow 
up into Him in all things, 
which is the head, even 
Christ.” Ephesians 4:15. 
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