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PM Harris Pledges To Leave
No One Behind

“Our country belongs to all of us. All we have is us.”

By Petra Mc Sheene

Prime Minister of St. Kitts
and Nevis Dr. Timothy
Harris has commended
the electorate who went
out and voted on June 5
and returned his Team
Unity administration for a
second term in office with
a stronger mandate.
Dr. Harris, delivering remarks at the inauguration
of his cabinet last Sunday,
thanked all who voted for
a Team Unity candidate
on election day.
“We will never take
your votes for granted,
and fully understand the
importance of the trust
you have placed in us.
With your vote, you expressed the desire to see
our Federation continue
in the right direction. This
is the first time some have

voted for Team Unity,
and others, it was your
first time voting in any
general election. Thanks
to all voters for participating in our democracy.”
He promised that his administration will honour

life and for the continuing opportunity to take
my beautiful country
forward to a new era of
unprecedented prosperity.
Challenges may come,
but I am comforted in
the knowledge that the
battle is not mine but the

seventh straight term.
“I am truly humbled by
the support of the 1,870
persons who voted for
me and to the 607 who
voted for an alternative,
I commend you for your
participation in the demo-

“We will never take your votes for
granted, and fully understand the
importance of the trust you have
placed in us. “
the faith the people have
shown.
“I give God thanks for his
grace and favour on my

Lord’s.”

cratic process.”

Dr. Harris also hailed the
voters in his constituency
who returned him for a

PM Harris stated that he
has always taken his constituency responsibilities

very seriously, and carefully balanced the demands of leading the
federation - a balance
which he pointed out demands care and attention,
and also is something all
ministers must do.
“On election day, the
good people of Belle Vue
to Ottleys saw fit to deliver the strongest result of
my 27 years of representing them, their concerns,
hopes, and aspirations.
I will continue to serve
each and every one of you
to the best of my ability.”
Prime Minister Harris assured the nation that the
Team Unity administration is a government for
all the people and that no
one will be left behind.
“Our country belongs
to all of us. All we have

is us. Our philosophy
of government for all is
what led us in the aftermath of Hurricanes Irma
and Maria to assist thousands of suffering citizens
and residents, and delivering housing solutions
to over 2500 families,
without regard for political affiliation.”
PM Harris made mention
of the fact that the Poverty
Alleviation Programme
has also been given without regard for political
affiliation, and has made
life better for thousands
of people everywhere.
“For us to reach our
potential, everyone deserves to see his/her life
improved.”
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NRP

already
strategising
for next local
elections

By Monique Washington

Leader of the Nevis
Reformation Party (NRP)
Robelto Hector has revealed that the party is
preparing, and is drafting
a strategic plan, for the
next local elections that
are due in Nevis in the
next two and half years.
On June 5, the General
Election in the Federation

mean that they will just
“lie down”.
“In an election, if you
understand the Nevis
Reformation Party, we
just don’t lie down after an election. That has
never been the history. It
begins consultation with
the constituency groups.
It begins consultation
with several persons so
that you can have maxi-

“From the elections, you see
this Nevis Reformation Party
is a party of strength. From the
elections you would realise
that the party base is strong,
despite some of the comments
that you may be hearing,”

saw the NRP’s candidate
for Nevis 9, Kelvin Daly,
losing to Mark Brantley;
their candidate for Nevis
10 Bjorn Hanley losing to
Eric Evelyn, and for the
first time, NRP’s candidate for Nevis 11 Patrice
Nisbett losing to Alexis
Jeffers.

mum input in terms of
any strategy that is being crafted to go forward
with the party,” he said.

Hector said that though
his party lost, it does not

“I want to use this opportunity, because I know

Hector urged supporters
of the party to submit
ideas to them that will
positively
transform
Nevis.

that politics is something
that everybody has an
idea that counts. So in
this position that we are,
we are open to ideas from
you that would have been
a part of the campaigning. Send ideas forward,
we would be able to look
at them and include them
as we have always done,”
he said.
Hector said that the election would have revealed
that the NRP is strong at
its base, despite of what
persons may say.
“From the elections,
you see this Nevis
Reformation Party is a
party of strength. From
the elections you would
realise that the party base
is strong, despite some of
the comments that you
may be hearing,” he said.
He noted that there will
be changes in the party in
the near future.
“Whatever tweaking we
would have to do going
forward, whatever input
that we think will be important for us to include,
we will do that going forward as a party,’ he stated.

Leader of the Nevis Reformation Party (NRP) Robelto Hector

Page:4

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 19th, 2020

EDitorial

A prudent, timely decision

The swearing in of the new cabinet ministers last Sunday ushered in a new
day for St. Kitts and Nevis. The new cabinet is a mix of seasoned politicians and new blood. This combination should be a good fit to tackle these
challenging times.

News
news

The importance of
fathers
in societies

The Observer is optimistic that with the steady hand of captain Dr. Timothy
Harris and a seasoned crew, the ship of state is in good hands.
As the country emerges from the lockdown due to COVID-19, the road
ahead may be rocky, as the rest of the world is struggling with the effects of
the virus. Many economies essentially remain closed and the travel industry has been partly paralyzed.
This makes it very difficult for St. Kitts and Nevis, as our economy is
largely dependent of tourism. Our borders are closed, so too are our hotels.
Which means that government is taking in massively reduced revenues,
and this presents a challenge for the administration being able to meet all of
the demands that it is faced with.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

It might have been faith why at a time such as this, our government has
been sitting on massive surpluses and cash reserves. This is because of prudent leadership and management. The rainy day that was being prepared
for has arrived.

It is astonishing that the father-involvement in the up-

The voters of the federation have made the prudent decision that the government that prepared the country for the rainy day, should be the one that
should guide the country through this rainy day. The voice of the people is
the voice of God.

amazing thing. It is an exciting thing to see your children

bringing of children and contribution to family life is not
highly complimented in some countries. Fatherhood is an
growing up, learning things, achieving and developing
into their personality. The visible and presence of a father
in the family enable the children to have their material
and emotional needs met. Those fathers who relinquish or
abdicated their responsibilities create multiple problems
not just within their households but in the wider society at
large. Children abandoned by their fathers develop a sense
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of powerlessness and abandonment. The absence of fathers in family units can result in a prevalence of ‘deviant
or anti-social behaviour’, including “at worst ,school dropout, rebellion against adult authority ,high-risk behaviours
such as drug and alcohol abuse, precocious sexual relationships and teen motherhood best, depression, anxiety,
loneliness and low self-esteem. Fathers provide moral
guidance to children, reinforce conduct, foster the values
of respect, honesty and hard work.
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Liburd
vows to
be back
after PM
endorsement
By Loshaun Dixon

“God desires rest for all of us. To rest,
we have to trust that God will take
care of things for us; we have to
trust if we take a day off, the world
will not stop spinning on its axis. For
Liburd lost his East
Basseterre seat during the now, the Lord has sent me to a quiet
general elections on June
5.
place to get some rest.”
After being endorsed
to continue serving
the people of St. Kitts
and Nevis by Prime
Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris, former Minister
of Public Infrastructure,
Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd, has
vowed he will return to
service after a sabbatical.

Last Sunday during the
inauguration of the new
Cabinet, Prime Minister
Harris
commended
Liburd for his contribution as a member of cabinet in the previous term.

“Equally I want to say
thank you to my friend
and former Cabinet colleague, Ian ‘Patches’
Liburd, and to record the
country’s indebtedness

and gratitude for his exceptional, best ever performance as a minister of
Public Infrastructure in
St. Kitts and Nevis.”
Dr. Harris said Liburd’s
footprint can be seen everywhere, from the resurfacing of the Island Main
Road, a brand-new second cruise pier, the ferry
terminal, to the east and

west bus line terminals,
“and the list could go on
and on”.
“So, we expect that in the
second term, Ian ‘Patches’
Liburd shall continue to
be of service to the people
of St. Kitts and Nevis.”
Liburd, responding to the
Prime Minister’s comments, claimed the Lord

has blessed him with a
“season of rest.”
“God desires rest for all
of us. To rest, we have to
trust that God will take
care of things for us; we
have to trust if we take a
day off, the world will not
stop spinning on its axis.
For now, the Lord has
sent me to a quiet place to
get some rest.”

He said that he will soon
be back to offer service to
the people of St. Kitts and
Nevis, but provided no
timeline.
“My friend and Prime
Minister thanked me
and as he, the people of
East Basseterre and the
Country look forward to
my services, I will be back
after my short season of
rest. “I will continue to be
of service, I am just taking a rest. I will be back
soon, I can assure you.”
PM Harris also hailed
Vance Amory, who was
Senior Minister and
Minister of Nevis Affairs,
Labour, Social Security,
and Ecclesiastical Affairs,
who retired from active
politics and did not seek
re-election in the June 5
General Election. He was
the member for Federal
seat Nevis Ten.
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“Before I introduce the
team, allow me from the
bottom of my heart to
say a hearty thank you
to Vance Amory, who
has served so excellently
in the first Team Unity
Cabinet,” said Dr Harris.
He expressed hope that
Amory’s service would
continue to be “put to
good use to the people
of the Federation in a
new capacity in the second term Team Unity
Government”.
The Nevis Ten seat was
won by the Hon. Eric
Evelyn, who had earlier succeeded Amory
as the representative
for the Gingerland seat
in the Nevis Island
Assembly
elections
held in December 2017.
Evelyn has been named
the new Federal Minister
of Environment and
Cooperatives.
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‘Navigator’ receives financial
assistance from Carnival Committee

Minister of Culture Jonel
Powell presents the cheque
to a representative of ‘De
Navigator’
By Loshaun Dixon

On behalf of the Carnival
Committee, new Minister
of Culture Jonel Powell
on Wednesday presented
a monetary donation
to calypsonian Joseph
Bergan to assist with
medical costs for his
treatment in Cuba.
Familiarly referred to
by his stage name ‘De
Awesome
Navigator’,
Bergan is a perennial
performer in the calypso
circles and a former army
reservist.
Corporal Bergan, in 2005,
was performing escort
duties with CEMACO
delivery truck, a task that
he had performed many
times in the past. But,
while making a stop in
Lodge Village, an attempt
was made to rob the truck,
at which time Bergan was
shot in his neck by armed
assailants.
The resulting injuries left
him paralyzed and having
to use a wheelchair. He,
however, remained a regular performer on the calypso stage, making it to
several National Carnival
finals over the years, and
in 2019, was first runner up in the Extempo
competition.
Late last year he began

raising funds to travel to
Cuba for additional treatment and was able to
leave earlier this year.
On Wednesday, Powell
made the donation during a free calypso concert
put on by the Carnival
Committee
dubbed
Calypso 19 v COVID-19.
The show featured 19 of
the top senior and junior
calypsonians in St. Kitts
and Nevis performing on
one stage.
Powell said the donation
of US$1000 was for the
well-known calypsonian
who had been experiencing troubles with his
treatment.
“As a token of appreciation to the Awesome
Navigator and his contributions to the calypso
arena, it is my pleasure
on behalf of the carnival
committee to hand over a
check for US$1000 which
is intended to go towards
his continued recovery
and his return back to St.
Kitts and Nevis.”
A representative accepted
the donation on Bergan’s
behalf.
Also, on the evening, the
torch was passed by former Minister of Culture
Shawn Richards to
Powell, who took up the

mantle on Sunday.
“I have been the Minister
of Culture for the last
five years; it has been a
journey I have enjoyed
immensely. While it is, I
am no longer the Minister
of Culture, I still intend to
support in whatever way I
can to culture and carnival as much as I can.
“Tonight, it is my pleasure
to officially pass the baton to Jonel Powell, your
new Minister of Culture.
Just as you would have
given me the best of your
support over the last five
years, so too, I expect you
to give support to Jonel
Powell. He has the skill
and the enthusiasm and
the youthfulness to take
culture to the next level in
the federation of St. Kitts
and Nevis,” Richards
said.
He then passed a baton
to Powell, symbolizing
the handing over of the
ministry.
Powell said it was an honour and a privilege to be
able to serve the country
in a different capacity. He
previously served as ambassador in that Ministry
and others..

“It comes naturally and I
look forward to the continued work, not just with
the carnival committee,
but the Ministry, and all

who play a role, whether
directly or indirectly. We
have had a difficult year
so far with COVID-19,
but it’s good we can come

here tonight and entertain
the people, even if it’s
virtually.”
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COVID-19: Restaurant/Bar owners
urged to take precautions

By Monique Washington

With COVID-19 regulations now more relaxed
in the Federation, the
Chair of the COVID-19
Task Force in Nevis, Dr
Judy Nisbett, has warned
residents to not become
complacent while the
pandemic continues to
show increased strength
worldwide.
COVID-19 arrived in
the Federation in March,
and caused the Prime
Minister Dr Timothy
Harris to close all borders and place the twinisland under a State of
Emergency on March 25.
Reparation flights were
the only flights allowed
in and out of St. Kitts and
Nevis.
The federation had confirmed 15 cases, but all
patients have since recovered, with no new
cases. This past weekend
the partial curfew was
relaxed, and restaurants

and bars were officially
allowed to open for sitdown guests.

cleaning and sanitizing of
tables and utensils, are all
necessary.

Dr Nisbett reminded that
though the rules have
been relaxed, patrons and
restaurants and bar owners should remember the
requirements.

“So, as we relax measures for economic activity, let’s remember to
keep everybody safe,”
she said.

“Restaurants have been
allowed to offer dining
services after being closed
for some time for this service. While we are happy
that economic activity in
this area will be boosted
with this new permission,
we ask operators and
patrons to be mindful of
the requirements - social
distancing and wearing of
masks - which are still in
effect, “she said.
She noted the importance
of patrons wearing a
mask while conversing,
but added that it can be
removed when eating and
drinking. She said that
scheduled cleaning of the
bathrooms, staff wearing
masks and in some cases
gloves, as well as the

Nisbett pointed that with
around 8 million persons
who would have contracted the virus, and with
almost 500,000 deaths
worldwide, the virus is
still alive and well.
“These figures prove that
this pandemic is nowhere
near over, and we ought
not to be complacent
as the figures increase
worldwide. In Nevis, the
figures have remained
the same in the past few
weeks,” she informed.
Nisbett advised that restaurant owners who may
need advice or any other
additional information
can call the Emergency
Operation Centre.
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EC one and twocent coins invalid
after June 30
By Loshaun Dixon

Come the end of this month, the EC one cent and
two-cent coins will no longer be legal tender, and persons in possession of these coins are being advised to
spend, return or exchange them.
As the June 30 deadline for the withdrawal of the
EC one and two-cent coins approaches, the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB) is reminding the
public to spend or take the coins to their commercial
banks.

and that the public had five years to use those coins.
Acting Director of the Currency Management
Department, Rosbert Humphrey, says the public can
spend the coins and businesses can accept them up
until 30 June.
He however advises that as the intention is to pull the
coins from circulation, businesses are not to issue the
coins as change.

“Find them, spend them, exchange or deposit them at
your commercial bank and receive value for your one
and two-cent coins by June 30.”

“Persons may also take the coins to their commercial
banks and exchange them for face value or deposit
them to their accounts. After 30 June, the public will
not be able to use the one and two-cent coins to pay
for goods or services, as they will no longer be legal
tender,” the ECCB said in a statement.

In July 2015, the ECCB announced that it was withdrawing the one and two-cent coins from circulation,

As of 1 July 2015, the ECCB announced it was no
longer going to issue one-cent and two-cent coins to

the commercial banks operating within the Eastern
Caribbean Currency Union (ECCU).
The ECCB Monetary Council decided to withdraw
the one and two-cent coins from circulation based on
the low purchasing power of the coins and the significant cost of producing and handling the coins.
The withdrawal of the coins will affect cash transactions only. Transactions using cheques and electronic
payment, such as debit and credit cards, and wire
transfers, will not be affected, because transactions
using those methods of payments can be settled to the
exact amount.
The ECCB has prepared a set of rounding rules,
which will allow retailers and consumers to conduct
cash transactions with little interruption.
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Grant outlines plans to continue
tourism growth

By Loshaun Dixon

in stay overs.”

After being sworn in for
a second term as Minister
of Tourism, Lindsay
Grant has reflected on
the gains made during the
last term, and outlined his
plans for the sector for the
next five years.

Grant said in his second
term, his goal will be to
grow stay over visitors
beyond 200,000 passengers. He said they would
have to bounce back from
COVID-19.

good. We don’t want to
overextend passengers
to create a problem with
our resources. We have
to move our resources as
we move the number of
passengers
“For me, if we get 1.5
million over the next five

“I have grown tourism 100 percent
in the past five years. “
Grant said since taking
over the Ministry in 2015,
they were able to double
the number of cruise passengers annually.
“I have grown tourism
100 percent in the past
five years. I moved cruise
passengers from 624,000
in 2014 to 1.2 million…
almost 100 percent.”
He noted they were also
successful in increasing
stay over visitors, growing those numbers to over
150,000 visitors annually.
“That has been great. We
have had year over year
positive results in stay
overs, where we have
broken records every year

“We were well on track
until COVID-19 came,
but we are going to buckle down and do what we
have to do. With the impact of COVID-19, tourism has taken a beating,
and we have a lot of work
to do to get it back to
where it was. I am looking forward to buckling
down and doing the work
of the people and getting
things going.”
He said they will also be
aiming to increase the
cruise passengers, but
are cautious not to place
a burden on the country’s
resources.
“In terms of cruise passengers, 1.2 million is really

years I would be happy.
Beyond that, I think we
have to look again at St.
Kitts and Nevis to see if
we can adequately take
those numbers consistently, because it is a lot
on our resources.”
Grant also takes over the
Ministry of Transport,
which he says made sense
to collaborate the two
ministries and the “correct thing to do”.
“There had always been a
situation where there are
many overlaps between
Tourism and SCASPA.
It is the ultimate mix
to make the synergies
better.”

New
Education
Minister
Assures New
BHS will be
built
By Loshaun Dixon

New
Minister
of
Education Jonel Powell
has given assurances
that the Basseterre High
School will be built
within the next five years,
something that was not
achieved during the administration’s first term.
Powell, a first term
Parliamentarian who has
taken over that Ministry
from Deputy Prime
Minister Shawn Richards,
said the government
wanted the entire nation
informed of the implication of building the school
in East Basseterre on the
Basseterre Valley Aquifer.
“We did not deliver it in
the first term out of an
abundance of caution to
ensure that everybody
understood the implications of the school, and
the thinking behind the
school. If there was a good
reason, that was a good
reason for the concerns
that have been raised.
The new Basseterre high
school will be built this
term.”
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That sentiment was
shared by Prime Minister
Dr. Timothy Harris who
said the school was
amongst their top agenda
items this term.
“Our educational facilities will continue to be
rehabilitated, expanded
and modernized, and a
brand-new
Basseterre
High School will be delivered to the students
who would attend that
school from Conaree,
from Basseterre, from
St. Peter’s and all other
feeder communities.”
Last month during the
election campaign, former Minister of Education
Richards said he was dissatisfied the government
could not deliver the
school in their first term.
“I would be the first person to admit that I am
disappointed that we have
not been able to deliver
Basseterre High School
in the first term. I would
also be the first person to
say I am happy that this
government has taken
the necessary precautions

relative to the building of
a brand-new Basseterre
High School.”
He noted that the first
steps to begin construc-

New Minister of Education Jonel Powell
2013 when teachers and
students began to complain about getting sick
because of its facilities.

The present government
promised it would move
the BHS staff and students from

However, the Labour
Party
administration,
which held office at the

the school’s old Victoria
Road site and build a
modern school on a new

“I would be the first person to
admit that I am disappointed
that we have not been able
to deliver Basseterre High
School in the first term.”
tion took place this week.
“I am proud to say here
tonight that the first contract with respect to the
Basseterre High School
- the construction management contract - will be
signed tomorrow.”
Basseterre High School
(BHS) has been at the
centre of a saga since

time, was adamant that
nothing was wrong with
the school. The party
brought in various professional institutions to
test the school. The test
reports, however, divided
the government and the
opposition parties, who
had different interpretations of the reports.

site. When they got to office in 2015, the school
was moved to a temporary location in Taylors,
while they looked for a
site where a new school
could be built.
An East Basseterre site
was selected as a location
for the new school, but it
received fierce opposition

from the Labour Party,
which is against building
on the Basseterre Aquifer.
New Education Minister
Powell also said he was
excited to get to work in
the Ministry.
“It is a serious Ministry.
I am not deterred at all, I
have to go into it strategically, particularly because
of the COVID-19 situation, the additional responsibilities and scrutiny
of that Ministry. Getting
to meet with everyone;
getting brought up to
speed, and creating that
vision that is required
to take the Ministry of
Education to the next
level, and to ensure that
at the end of the day it is
serving the purpose that it
is meant to serve.”
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NTA offers
business owners
free course
on digital
marketing
NTA’s Chief Executive Officer, Jadine Yarde
By Monique Washington

The Nevis Tourism
Authority (NTA) is currently offering business
owners on Nevis, a free
course on how to boost
their business using social
media platforms.
Speaking with The
Observer on Wednesday,
NTA’s Chief Executive
Officer, Jadine Yarde,
said that many business
owners are not using social media to its fullest
potential. She noted that
they launched the course
the first week of June, and
sessions are held every
Tuesday from 3 pm until 4:30 pm. Yarde is the
facilitator.
The course is geared towards educating persons
on the benefits of using
social media to boost
their business and digital
marketing.
“We found that there a
lot of businesses on the
island that are maybe on
social media, but do not
necessarily utilize it to its
fullest degree. So what we
decided to do is to create
a marketing course, because of my background
in digital marketing.
“I thought it was important to highlight these
platforms that can help

businesses to raise their
profile, and subsequently
by doing that, they help
Nevis raise its profile as
well. Our goals are just
to give businesses more
information about social
media platforms and how
to get their message out,”
she said.
Yarde noted that by using
social media, “you can
target the audience that
you want to target, and it
allows you to be very specific as to who your target
demographic is”.
“You’re able to get into
the face of the consumer
directly,” she said.
She informed that the
NTA intended to launch
the course in March
2020, but because of the
COVID-19 pandemic,
they had to reschedule it
for June. She explained
that the course is not
one that can be taught
virtually.
“It is not a virtual experience, its better in person.
Before COVID-19 we
wanted 10-15 people, but
we had to create smaller
subsections. We had to
cut it down to five or four
to accommodate our conference room, for physical distancing protocol to

be in place.
“The course was intended
to be a five-week course,
but now it is a little longer
due to social distancing
requirements. Our topics
will focus on Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, Trip
Advisor, and search engine optimization. Each
course speaks about digital marketing as a whole,
and why it is important
for each business,” she
said.
She advised that statistics
have shown that there is
a need for a business to
be visible online, and it
is required, as times have
changed “dramatically.”
She said that with the
economic woes that
COVID-19 would have
created, new ideas in promoting businesses will
have to be adopted. She
added that business owners have been spending
thousands on magazine
ads and other forms of advertising, but using social
media is a cheaper and
more productive means
of advertising.
When it comes to the
NTA, Yarde said that currently, they are doing a lot

via social media, as tourism has halted.
“We are making sure that

our messages are strong.
We are able to speak directly to past travelers and
future travelers, and we

are getting them excited
about when the borders
do reopen and we are able
to welcome guests again,”
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Sea Turtle Friendly Street Lights
Glowing Near Keys Beach
This week, the Federation
of St Kitts and Nevis
marked Sea Turtle Day
(June 16th) by installing
30 turtle-friendly streetlights in an area with high
nesting potential.
On Monday, the St Kitts
Electricity
Company
Limited replaced brighter
lamps with amber-colored LEDs on the main
road near Keys Beach – a
popular nesting spot for
the vulnerable leatherback turtle. This aims to
discourage turtles from
wandering onto the busy
road, instead directing
them back into the sea.
This is part of a wider
project that will see
10,760 lamps replaced
with environmentallyfriendly LED lights by
the end of the year.
Costing US$5.8 million loaned from the
Caribbean Development
Bank, the project has already made way through
several portions of the
Atlantic coast. The new

amber streetlights will
help more hatchlings
reach the reproductive
phase, local NGO St Kitts
Sea Turtle Monitoring
Network explains.
“Leatherbacks
prefer
the Atlantic side of the
island for nesting, with
Keys and North Friars
being the highest density
nesting beaches on the
island,” the NGO says.
“Nesting does occur on
the Caribbean side of the
island, although not as
frequently.” On June 7th,
the community group
counted nine leatherbacks
in Keys, two in North

Friars and one in Majors.
One critically endangered
hawksbill turtle was spotted in Majors.
St Kitts and Nevis’ newly
sworn-in cabinet saw
Team Unity return for
a second term. In their
manifesto, they pledged
a series of conservation
measures. “Team Unity
strives to conserve our
flora and fauna especially
our endemic species.”
They promised to “pursue a greener and more
sustainable future by
protecting and conserving our natural resources
for future generations and

for the betterment of our
twin-island nation.”

and paying off previous
debts.

Over the past five years,
the country improved its
fiscal performance, with
a 20-35% contribution
to the government’s revenue from the Citizenship
by Investment (CBI)
Programme. Vetted foreign investors seeking the
fastest and safest way to
obtain second citizenship
have been contributing to
a government fund, thereby becoming ‘economic
citizens’ for life. Their
contributions have helped
support tourism, infrastructure, social programs

“Having paid off the
nation’s IMF debt, we
are able to invest in our
people and infrastructure
rather than send money
overseas,” reads the
manifesto. “The Team
Unity Government has
facilitated the revitalization of a number of struggling tourism projects,
leading to the completion and opening of a
number of properties,
thus increasing the tourism infrastructure.” They
pledge to “enhance public
services and our national

infrastructure, delivering
a pathway to more sustainable national development and greater comfort
and enjoyment for all our
citizens and residents.”
Though the pandemic
brought tourism to a standstill across the world, St
Kitts and Nevis remains
optimistic.
Speaking
with re-elected Foreign
Minister Mark Brantley,
Norway’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said the
Federation’s response to
the pandemic was “solid”
and that access to “multilateral financing will be
key” .
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Team Unity Unveils Exciting
Programme Of Policies

Promises Stronger,
Safer Future

By Petra Mc Sheene

A new hospital, job creation, and bigger and
better homes are part of
Team Unity’s agenda
for their second term in
office.
“Team Unity has an
exciting programme of
policies that will take St.
Kitts and Nevis to a stronger, safer future,” Prime
Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris announced during
his speech at the inauguration ceremony held
recently.
Some of the items on
the agenda include 2000
lots for bigger and better houses; more land to
be made available for
farmers, fishers, mechanics, young persons, and
persons with commercial
and industrial interests.
Dr. Harris also promises
to strengthen the workforce in St. Kitts and
Nevis.

“We are working towards
an ambitious programme
of job creation. We will
regularise our STEP
workers and make our
government
auxiliary
workers pensionable, and
a new facility for Her
Majesty’s Prison will be
constructed.”

Prime Minister Harris
also announced that a
brand new general hospital will be constructed,
and the newly constructed
modern health facility for
the people of Tabernacle
and Mansion, Belle Vue
will soon be handed over.
The proposed named
for the facility will be in
honour of a health professional and former matron
Sylvia Garnette.
The construction of the
new health centre in St.
Peter’s will commence as
the Team Unity administration work to provide
health coverage for all
the people in St. Kitts and
Nevis. He also announced
other areas they will seek

to improve, including
in entertainment and
National Security.

“There will be a new
ministry focusing on
entertainment,
entrepreneurship and talent
development. We will
continue the build - out of
our multi-million-dollar
CCTV programme on the
islands of Nevis and St.
Kitts.”
The Team Unity coalition leader informed the
audience that these were
just a few examples of the
exciting policies that his
cabinet will be bringing
forward.
Other areas PM Harris
said they would target
were the rehabilitation,
expansion and modernization of educational
facilities, a brand-new
Basseterre High School
for students from feeder
communities, and a new
facility for Her Majesty’s
Prison, among other
items.
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Brand lauds Public Works
on “masterful job”

Minster Spencer Brand
By Monique Washington

The Nevis Public Works
building team has been
lauded
by
Minster
Spencer Brand for repair
and carpentry work that
they have undertaken and
completed in the past few
weeks.

what I thought is a very
beautiful desk. For me,
the works here are on
par with any works that
you can see throughout
the length and breadth of
Nevis,” he said.
Brand thanked the department and managers “for

For me, the works here are on
par with any works that you
can see throughout the length
and breadth of Nevis,”

Brand, the Public Works
Minister in the Nevis
Island Administration,
visited the Fisheries
Complex in Charlestown
this week to see the department’s most recent
project. He described the
work completed as “masterful” and “quality”.

“Public Works’ building
team would have come
in and done some work.
They would have also reconstructed some shelves
in the display area for their
various products, and
our masterful carpenters
would have constructed

the high quality of work
that they would have
exhibited”.
The Director of Fisheries
on
Nevis,
Lemuel
Pemberton, said that the
upgrades should make
the fishermen feel a bit
more comfortable coming in for business.
“What has been done
will make the fishermen more comfortable
coming into the fisheries
complex. We have a lot
of products here; they
are visible and are on
the outside. So they can

come and purchase their
products, their materials,
their supplies they need
like hooks, lines, whatever they need. We have
in stock fish pot wire,
buoys. We give discounts
to members to the Nevis
Fishers’ Cooperatives,”
he said.
Pemberton pointed out
that with the closure of
many restaurants and hotels due to COVID-19 ,
the large catches that the
fishermen may have and
are not able to get off of
their hands, they can be
brought to the fisheries
complex for them to sell.
“In this period where
there is an economic
slowdown because of the
outbreak of COVID-19,
we know that we will be
more dependent on the
local fishers for our supply of fish. Food security
is very important, so we
want the fishermen to
realize that they are very
important in the scheme
of things as it refers to
food security,” he said.
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Students go virtual

By Monique Washington

Most schools on Nevis
have now transitioned
into a new learning space
- virtual learning, where
classes are conducted every day, similar to if the
physical school was open.
Schools
within
the
Federation were initially
scheduled to reopen on
Monday, April 20, but
due to the COVID-19
pandemic - and in the
Federal
Government
and the Nevis Island
Administration efforts to
contain the virus - schools
postponed their opening
to until the health officials
deem it okay.
The
Observer
confirmed Thursday with
the Principal Education
Officer (PEO), Zahnela
Claxton, that most of the
schools on Nevis had begun the virtual learning
experience.
“Gingerland Secondary,
Joycelyn
Liburd,
Charlestown
Primary,
Elizabeth
Pemberton

Primary, St. Thomas’
Primary, Ivor Walter
Primary have already
signed on. Violet O.
Jeffers-Nicholls Primary
and the Cecele Browne
Integrated School are
signing on today. Most
schools have had orientation, and either have
started classes or will start
on Monday. Charlestown
Secondary School will be
on shortly,” she said.
During orientation, students were given information on how to use
Microsoft Teams. The
students were also given
a time schedule of their
classes. In addition to
classwork,
homework
assignments have been
handed out to students.
The Federal Ministry of
Education was able to negotiate with local service
providers - The Cable,
FLOW, and Digicel - to
place the internet into the
homes of students and
teachers who do not have
internet, for the duration
of the closure of schools.
Post-closure, the internet

will not remain, unless
that person decides to
keep it. But as long as the
schools are closed they
will be catered for.
This initiative is that of
the Federal Ministry of
Education and is a part of
the COVID-19 response.
PEO Claxton previously
noted that the parents
will not have to pay for
the internet because it is
a part of the COVID-19
response, and so the expense will be covered for
that particular project.
Tablets and laptops were
also provided to teachers
and students who required
them. The devices will
also be provided for the
duration of the closure.
The devices, however,
will not be the property of
the student, but will be a
part of the IT expansion
project and Curriculum
Enhancement
Project,
which means more technology will be integrated
into the schools under the
new curriculum.
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Steps to Christ

Chapter 8—Growing Up Into Christ

Ellen G. White Writings

The change of heart
by which we become
children of God is in
the Bible spoken of as
birth. Again, it is compared to the germination
of the good seed sown
by the husbandman. In
like manner those who
are just converted to
Christ are, “as new-born
babes,” to “grow up” to
the stature of men and
women in Christ Jesus.
1 Peter 2:2; Ephesians
4:15. Or like the good
seed sown in the field,
they are to grow up and
bring forth fruit. Isaiah
says that they shall “be
called trees of righteousness, the planting of the
Lord, that He might be
glorified.” Isaiah 61:3.
So from natural life, illustrations are drawn,
to help us better to understand the mysterious
truths of spiritual life.

their life. The child cannot, by any anxiety or
power of its own, add to
its stature. No more can
you, by anxiety or effort of yourself, secure
spiritual growth. The
plant, the child, grows
by receiving from its
surroundings that which
ministers to its life—air,
sunshine, and food. What
these gifts of nature are
to animal and plant, such
is Christ to those who
trust in Him. He is their
“everlasting light,” “a
sun and shield.” Isaiah
60:19; Psalm 84:11. He
shall be as “the dew unto
Israel.” “He shall come
down like rain upon the
mown grass.” Hosea
14:5; Psalm 72:6. He
is the living water, “the
Bread of God ... which
cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto
the world.” John 6:33.

Not all the wisdom and
skill of man can produce life in the smallest object in nature. It
is only through the life
which God Himself has
imparted, that either
plant or animal can live.
So it is only through
the life from God that
spiritual life is begotten in the hearts of men.
Unless a man is “born
from above,” he cannot
become a partaker of the
life which Christ came to
give. John 3:3, margin.

In the matchless gift of
His Son, God has encircled the whole world
with an atmosphere of
grace as real as the air
which circulates around
the globe. All who
choose to breathe this
life-giving atmosphere
will live and grow up to
the stature of men and
women in Christ Jesus.

As with life, so it is with
growth. It is God who
brings the bud to bloom
and the flower to fruit. It
is by His power that the
seed develops, “first the
blade, then the ear, after
that the full corn in the
ear.” Mark 4:28. And
the prophet Hosea says
of Israel, that “he shall
grow as the lily.” “They
shall revive as the corn,
and grow as the vine.”
Hosea 14:5, 7. And Jesus
bids us “consider the
lilies how they grow.”
Luke 12:27. The plants
and flowers grow not by
their own care or anxiety
or effort, but by receiving that which God has
furnished to minister to

As the flower turns to the
sun, that the bright beams
may aid in perfecting its
beauty and symmetry,
so should we turn to the
Sun of Righteousness,
that heaven’s light may
shine upon us, that our
character may be developed into the likeness of
Christ.
Jesus teaches the same
thing when He says,
“Abide in Me, and I in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine;
no more can ye, except ye
abide in Me.... Without
Me ye can do nothing.”
John 15:4, 5. You are
just as dependent upon
Christ, in order to live a
holy life, as is the branch
upon the parent stock for
growth and fruitfulness.
Apart from Him you

have no life. You have no
power to resist temptation or to grow in grace
and holiness. Abiding in
Him, you may flourish.
Drawing your life from
Him, you will not wither
nor be fruitless. You will
be like a tree planted by
the rivers of water.
Many have an idea that
they must do some part
of the work alone. They
have trusted in Christ for
the forgiveness of sin,
but now they seek by
their own efforts to live
aright. But every such effort must fail. Jesus says,
“Without Me ye can do
nothing.” Our growth in
grace, our joy, our usefulness,—all depend upon
our union with Christ. It
is by communion with
Him, daily, hourly,—
by abiding in Him,—
that we are to grow in
grace. He is not only the
Author, but the Finisher
of our faith. It is Christ
first and last and always.
He is to be with us, not
only at the beginning and
the end of our course, but
at every step of the way.
David says, “I have set
the Lord always before
me: because He is at my
right hand, I shall not be
moved.” Psalm 16:8.
Do you ask, “How am
I to abide in Christ?”
In the same way as you
received Him at first.
“As ye have therefore
received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk ye in
Him.” “The just shall
live by faith.” Colossians
2:6; Hebrews 10:38.
You gave yourself to
God, to be His wholly,
to serve and obey Him,
and you took Christ as
your Saviour. You could
not yourself atone for
your sins or change
your heart; but having
given yourself to God,
you believe that He for
Christ’s sake did all this
for you. By faith you
became Christ’s, and by
faith you are to grow up
in Him—by giving and
taking. You are to give
all,—your heart, your
will, your service,—give

yourself to Him to obey
all His requirements;
and you must take all,—
Christ, the fullness of all
blessing, to abide in your
heart, to be your strength,
your righteousness, your
everlasting helper,—to
give you power to obey.
Consecrate yourself to
God in the morning;
make this your very first
work. Let your prayer
be, “Take me, O Lord,
as wholly Thine. I lay all
my plans at Thy feet. Use
me today in Thy service.
Abide with me, and let
all my work be wrought
in Thee.” This is a daily
matter. Each morning consecrate yourself
to God for that day.
Surrender all your plans
to Him, to be carried out
or given up as His providence shall indicate.
Thus day by day you
may be giving your life
into the hands of God,
and thus your life will be
molded more and more
after the life of Christ.
A life in Christ is a life of
restfulness. There may
be no ecstasy of feeling,
but there should be an
abiding, peaceful trust.
Your hope is not in yourself; it is in Christ. Your
weakness is united to His
strength, your ignorance
to His wisdom, your

frailty to His enduring
might. So you are not to
look to yourself, not to
let the mind dwell upon
self, but look to Christ.
Let the mind dwell upon
His love, upon the beauty, the perfection, of His
character. Christ in His
self-denial, Christ in His
humiliation, Christ in
His purity and holiness,
Christ in His matchless
love—this is the subject
for the soul’s contemplation. It is by loving Him,
copying Him, depending
wholly upon Him, that
you are to be transformed
into His likeness.
Jesus says, “Abide in
Me.” These words convey the idea of rest, stability, confidence. Again
He invites, “Come unto
Me, ... and I will give
you rest.” Matthew
11:28. The words of
the psalmist express the
same thought: “Rest in
the Lord, and wait patiently for Him.” And
Isaiah gives the assurance, “In quietness and
in confidence shall be
your strength.” Psalm
37:7; Isaiah 30:15.
This rest is not found
in inactivity; for in the
Saviour’s invitation the
promise of rest is united
with the call to labor:
“Take My yoke upon
you: ... and ye shall find

rest.” Matthew 11:29.
The heart that rests most
fully upon Christ will be
most earnest and active
in labor for Him.
When the mind dwells
upon self, it is turned
away from Christ, the
source of strength and
life. Hence it is Satan’s
constant effort to keep
the attention diverted
from the Saviour and
thus prevent the union
and communion of the
soul with Christ. The
pleasures of the world,
life’s cares and perplexities and sorrows, the
faults of others, or your
own faults and imperfections—to any or all
of these he will seek to
divert the mind. Do not
be misled by his devices.
Many who are really
conscientious, and who
desire to live for God, he
too often leads to dwell
upon their own faults and
weaknesses, and thus by
separating them from
Christ he hopes to gain
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and communion of the
soul with Christ. The
pleasures of the world,
life’s cares and perplexities and sorrows, the
faults of others, or your
own faults and imperfections—to any or all
of these he will seek to
divert the mind. Do not
be misled by his devices.
Many who are really
conscientious, and who
desire to live for God, he
too often leads to dwell
upon their own faults and
weaknesses, and thus by
separating them from
Christ he hopes to gain
the victory. We should
not make self the center and indulge anxiety
and fear as to whether
we shall be saved. All
this turns the soul away
from the Source of our
strength. Commit the
keeping of your soul to
God, and trust in Him.
Talk and think of Jesus.
Let self be lost in Him.
Put away all doubt; dismiss your fears. Say with
the apostle Paul, “I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which
I now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved
me, and gave Himself
for me.” Galatians 2:20.
Rest in God. He is able to
keep that which you have
committed to Him. If you
will leave yourself in His
hands, He will bring you
off more than conqueror
through Him that has
loved you.
When Christ took human nature upon Him,
He bound humanity to
Himself by a tie of love
that can never be broken
by any power save the
choice of man himself.
Satan will constantly
present
allurements
to induce us to break
this tie—to choose to
separate ourselves from
Christ. Here is where we
need to watch, to strive,
to pray, that nothing
may entice us to choose
another master; for we
are always free to do
this. But let us keep our
eyes fixed upon Christ,
and He will preserve us.
Looking unto Jesus, we
are safe. Nothing can
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pluck us out of His hand.
In constantly beholding
Him, we “are changed
into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by
the Spirit of the Lord.” 2
Corinthians 3:18.

Christ. The regenerating
influence of the Holy
Spirit renewed his heart.
The power of the love of
Christ wrought a transformation of character.
This is the sure result of
union with Jesus. When
Christ abides in the heart,
the whole nature is trans-

requests to the Father
in the name of Jesus. In
solemn awe they bowed
in prayer, repeating the
assurance, “Whatsoever
ye shall ask the Father in
My name, He will give
it you. Hitherto have ye
asked nothing in My
name: ask, and ye shall

formed. Christ’s Spirit,
His love, softens the
heart, subdues the soul,
and raises the thoughts
and desires toward God
and heaven.

receive, that your joy
may be full.” John 16:23,
24. They extended the
hand of faith higher and
higher with the mighty
argument, “It is Christ
that died, yea rather, that
is risen again, who is even
at the right hand of God,
who also maketh intercession for us.” Romans
8:34. And Pentecost
brought them the presence of the Comforter,
of whom Christ had said,
He “shall be in you.”

A life in Christ is a life of restfulness.
There may be no ecstasy of feeling, but
there should be an abiding,
peaceful trust.
It was thus that the early
disciples gained their
likeness to the dear
Saviour. When those disciples heard the words of
Jesus, they felt their need
of Him. They sought,
they found, they followed Him. They were
with Him in the house,
at the table, in the closet,
in the field. They were
with Him as pupils with
a teacher, daily receiving
from His lips lessons of
holy truth. They looked
to Him, as servants to
their master, to learn their
duty. Those disciples
were men “subject to
like passions as we are.”
James 5:17. They had
the same battle with sin
to fight. They needed the
same grace, in order to
live a holy life.

Even John, the beloved
disciple, the one who
most fully reflected the
likeness of the Saviour,
did not naturally possess that loveliness of
character. He was not
only self-assertive and
ambitious for honor, but
impetuous, and resentful
under injuries. But as the
character of the Divine
One was manifested to
him, he saw his own deficiency and was humbled
by the knowledge. The
strength and patience, the
power and tenderness,
the majesty and meekness, that he beheld in the
daily life of the Son of
God, filled his soul with
admiration and love.
Day by day his heart was
drawn out toward Christ,
until he lost sight of self
in love for his Master.
His resentful, ambitious
temper was yielded to
the molding power of

When Christ ascended to
heaven, the sense of His
presence was still with
His followers. It was a
personal presence, full of
love and light. Jesus, the
Saviour, who had walked
and talked and prayed
with them, who had spoken hope and comfort to
their hearts, had, while
the message of peace was
still upon His lips, been
taken up from them into
heaven, and the tones
of His voice had come
back to them, as the
cloud of angels received
Him—“Lo, I am with
you alway, even unto
the end of the world.”
Matthew 28:20. He had
ascended to heaven in the
form of humanity. They
knew that He was before
the throne of God, their
Friend and Saviour still;
that His sympathies were
unchanged; that He was
still identified with suffering humanity. He was
presenting before God
the merits of His own
precious blood, showing
His wounded hands and
feet, in remembrance
of the price He had
paid for His redeemed.
They knew that He had
ascended to heaven to
prepare places for them,
and that He would come
again and take them to
Himself.
As they met together after
the ascension they were
eager to present their

ADVERTISEMENTS
News

And He had further said,
“It is expedient for you
that I go away: for if I go
not away, the Comforter
will not come unto you;
but if I depart, I will send
Him unto you.” John
14:17; 16:7. Henceforth
through the Spirit, Christ
was to abide continually
in the hearts of His children. Their union with
Him was closer than
when He was personally with them. The light,
and love, and power of
the indwelling Christ
shone out through them,
so that men, beholding,
“marveled; and they
took knowledge of them,
that they had been with
Jesus.” Acts 4:13.
All that Christ was to the
disciples, He desires to
be to His children today;
for in that last prayer,
with the little band of
disciples gathered about
Him, He said, “Neither
pray I for these alone, but
for them also which shall

believe on Me through
their word.” John 17:20.
Jesus prayed for us, and
He asked that we might
be one with Him, even
as He is one with the
Father. What a union is
this! The Saviour has
said of Himself, “The
Son can do nothing of
Himself;” “the Father
that dwelleth in Me, He
doeth the works.” John
5:19; 14:10. Then if
Christ is dwelling in our
hearts, He will work in
us “both to will and to do
of His good pleasure.”
Philippians 2:13. We
shall work as He worked;
we we shall manifest the
same spirit. And thus,
loving Him and abiding
in Him, we shall “grow
up into Him in all things,
which is the head, even
Christ.” Ephesians 4:15.
Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G.
White. All Rights Reserved.
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Virus Effect: Most Domestic Workers Worldwide at Risk of Job Loss
GENEVA (ILO News) –
Nearly three-quarters of
domestic workers around
the world – more than 55
million people – are at a
significant risk of losing
their jobs and income
due to lockdown and lack
of effective social security coverage, according to new estimates by
the International Labour
Organization (ILO).
The vast majority – 37
million – of these domestic workers are women.
An assessment made at
the beginning of June
shows that the most
affected region was
Southeast Asia and the
Pacific, with 76 percent
of domestic workers at
risk, followed by the
Americas (74 percent)
Africa (72 percent) and
Europe (45 percent).
While domestic workers

in both formal and informal employment have
been affected, those in
informal
employment
accounted for 76 percent
of those at risk of losing
their jobs or working
hours.
In countries with strict
levels of lockdown, domestic workers, whether
formally or informally
employed, have been unable to go to work. But
while some of those formally employed still had
access to unemployment
insurance, for domestic workers in informal
employment
staying
home has meant losing
their livelihoods with no
safety net to fall back on,
making it difficult for
them to put food on the
table.
The pandemic has exacerbated pre-existing issues. Only 10 percent of

domestic workers have
access to social security,
meaning no paid sick
leave, guaranteed access
to health care, employment injury benefits or
unemployment
insurance. Many domestic
workers earn as little as
25 percent of average
wages, leaving them
without savings in case
of a financial emergency.
“The COVID-19 crisis
has exposed the particular vulnerability of informal domestic workers,
emphasizing the urgent
need to ensure they are
effectively included in
labour and social protection,” said Claire
Hobden, ILO Technical
Officer,
Vulnerable
Workers. “This disproportionately affects
women who make up the
vast majority of domestic
workers worldwide.”

In some regions, domestic workers are predominantly migrants who rely
on their pay to support
their families in their
countries of origin. Nonpayment of wages and
the closure of remittance
services has left the families of migrant domestic
workers at risk of poverty
and hunger.
Live-in domestic workers
have mostly continued
to work, in confinement
with their employers.
However, reports suggest
they have worked longer
hours due to school closures and are carrying out
more demanding cleaning tasks.
In other cases, employers have stopped paying
their live-in domestic
workers, due to their own
financial circumstances
or a belief that domestic
workers do not need their

salaries since they cannot
go out.
In some countries, where
migrant domestic workers are required to live
with their employers,
some have been found on
the streets after their employers dismissed them
for fear of catching the
virus. This puts them at
risk of trafficking.
The ILO is working with
domestic workers’ organizations and employers’
organizations to ensure
the health and livelihoods
of domestic workers. It is
undertaking rapid assessments of the level and
nature of the risks facing
them, so that governments can devise policies
that guarantee at least
basic social security coverage, including access to
essential health care and
basic income security.

Twenty-nine
countries have ratified ILO
Convention 189 on decent work for domestic
workers, which was adopted nine years ago by
the International Labour
Conference. Many more
have taken concrete measures to extend labour
and social protection
coverage to domestic
workers. The ILO has
supported roughly sixty
countries to close gaps in
coverage.
While these measures
have increased the number of domestic workers
in formal employment,
the overall rate of informality remains high. The
ILO has called for efforts
to formalize domestic
work to be urgently accelerated in order to protect domestic workers
from future shocks.
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Attorney: Grant, Powell
not guilty of anything
suggests court proceedings should
not affect right to govern
By Monique Washington
and Loshaun Dixon

proceedings and a stay of
that order.

The Attorney for both
Lindsay Grant and Jonel
Powell has provided clarity in the court proceedings against his clients
for misappropriation of a
client’s funds, noting that
the initial ruling was lost
on a technicality, not on
merit.

He explained the outcome
of the first matter, noting
they were unsuccessful in
that regard.

Grant and Powell earlier
this year were ordered to
appear before a disciplinary tribunal of two judges
to determine if they
should be struck off the
court’s roll of attorneys
or be suspended from
practice for professional
misconduct.
This stems from a case involving Tanzanian Tobin
Tanzie, their former client
in May 2013. Tanzie had
paid Grant and Powell
US$460,000 to purchase
a condominium as part
of the Citizenship by
Investment Programme.
He later filed a suit on Dec
22, 2017, accusing Grant
and Powell of breaching
their fiduciary duty and
acting fraudulently in
dealing with the purchase,
and sought a court order
seeking the return of the
money, after he said the
lawyers did not pay out
the purchase price.
Brian
Barnes,
who
represents Grant and
Powell, both Ministers of
Government, in court explained to The Observer
that the matter came up in
the Court of Appeal last
week where they were
seeking two applications.
“One matter was an application for an extension
of time to file an appeal
against the refusal of the
judge to set aside a default judgment. The other
was an application to appeal a ruling made by the
judge about disciplinary

“In terms of the appeal
for the extension of time,
the court of appeal would
have refused that application on the basis we were
out of time to file that application. We asked the
court to extend the time
and the court refused, and
so that matter proceeds to
an assessment on a limited issue.
“The court had ruled the
claimant was not entitled
to recover the funds, as
Grant and Powell had
done what they asked
them to do.”
He informed that the matters were not a trial, but
were applications to the
court.
On the second matter,
Barnes said Grant and
Powell were successful in
getting the Justices of appeal to rule in their favour.
“The second matter, Grant
and Powell succeeded in
the court of appeal in getting leave to challenge the
ruling made by the court
- the judge below acting
on his own. We have to
leave now from the court
of appeal to challenge that
ruling and have since filed
that appeal.”
He said they were waiting on the hearing of the
appeal.
The judges were Chief
Justice Janice Pereira,
Justice of Appeal Ferrara
and Justice of Appeal
Bledman.
Barnes said that it was not
a criminal proceeding,
and his clients were not
guilty of anything.

Lindsay Grant (L) and Jonel Powell

“The court below and
the Court of Appeal had
pointed to it, and indicated
the claim they brought for
the return of US460,000
the defendants were not
liable, because they had
done what the claimant
had asked for. They had
given him his citizenship
and had handed over his
property to him.

on a technicality which
came about because they
filed and served their matter on December 22 2017,
on Friday, at about 7:30
pm that night. With the
four subsiding days being public holidays. What
they have now is a default
judgment based on a
technicality having to do
when time starts to run.”

“So, what there is, is
a default judgment, in
terms of the other relief
that they had claimed. A
default judgment does not
include a trial, so there
was not a trial. It was a
decision they got on a
technicality, because the
parties did not file their
defence in time.”

“Courtesy dictates and
the rules provide that
parties may even agree
with one extension.
Professional
courtesy
would have dictated that
no reasonable attorney in
the circumstances of this
case would have rushed
a default judgment. With
the matter being served

He also explained what
would happen if the court
of appeal was to rule
against Grant and Powell.
“If the court rules against
Grant and Powell, they
will be sent to the disciplinary committee, but
we have strong grounds
that we will succeed,
and the court of Appeal
did indicate in granting
leave they find that Grant
and Powell’s appeal has
a reasonable prospect of
success in the granting of
leave for appeal.”
Barnes, addressing the
previous claims that were
ruled upon in 2019, said
they were “mischievous
actions” on the part of the
claimant.
“Because at the time of
the filling of this claim,
they had no cause of action whatsoever against
the defendants, Grant and
Powell, and this matter
has only subsisted on the
basis of a default judgment, which is not a trial
on the merit.
“What they have is the
basis of them rushing to
file for a default judgment

that night on December
22 and four days of weekends and public holidays,
no reasonable attorney
would have done that to
their colleague. So, I do
not doubt that this is not a
matter purely of rules and
law.
“That is my position on
the matter and I will add
that responsible people
who ought to be responsible have been running
around on social media
and in the Federation and
talking about guilty of
misappropriation. No one
in this matter has been
found guilty of anything.
The matter was determined on a technicality,
not on merit.

The Attorney noted that
the matter should not affect Grant’s and Powell’s
ability to govern.
“As it relates to governance and as it relates to
whether or not grant and
Powell can govern, I say
this to you, there was no
case in the first place.
There was no matter
founded upon the merit of
the case, and so in the end
it does not affect one way
or the other the ability of
Grant and Powell to do
their jobs.”
The Observer tried
contacting lawyers for
the claimants, but was
unsuccessful.
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Father to Fathers,

Brother Best, father of five shares ten success factors
for Fathers for Follow
Father to Fathers,
Brother Best, father of five shares ten success factors for Fathers for Follow
Patrick Williams, affectionately known as “Best” of Rawlings Village, Gingerland, says he would like to encourage fathers in the Nation of St. Kitts and Nevis,
to be actively involved in the lives of their children. Brother Best states he is
aware that some fathers are doing a good job but that others need to be encouraged. A skilled mason and contractor by profession, Mr. Williams is the father
of five children who are young adults. He and his wife, Viana Williams, raised
their children in their matrimonial home in Rawlins Village. Brother Best says he
is inspired by God to share out of his own experience from being a father and a
husband to the mother of his children for over twenty five years.
“It’s a blessing to be a father and a father should see himself as a king. The father
should be the number one role model for the child. He should be the hero in the
family. It is easier for the father to play his role if he is married and lives at home
with the mother. But if the father does not live in the same home with the child,
he can still be a good father,” opines Mr. Williams.
For him, fathers should not only be present in the home, but lead in taking caring
for the family. Mr. Williams sees himself as the king of his family and that one of
his duties is to treat his family as royalty. “As the king in my home, when we go
out together, I get out of the car and open the door for my wife and for the children. These little actions count,” he graciously expounds, with a smile.
Mr. Williams feels that the traditional roles expected of fathers should not be used
as a guide for how fathers should be involved in the home and in the lives of their
children. “Children should see the father helping in the home and giving the support needed. Traditionally, the fathers go out to work and put the money on the table, then the mothers or women in the home are expected to do most of the house
work. This role should be done away with. At home, I clean and enjoy cleaning
very much, I wash, I iron my wife’s clothes and also assist with the cooking. I
want my wife to be happy in her spirit and let my children including my sons,
understand that the father is not just a breadwinner but a kind, caring, loving,
humble person. It is important too that children see the father taking care of their
mother. This will make the children feel happy. At home, I help my wife when
she is washing her hair. I dry them, part and grease then plait them for her.”
Elaborating on his views of the role of the father, Mr. Williams points out some
key guidelines for fathers to become positive role models for their children. He
shares, from his perspective and experience, ten important factors fathers should
follow when raising their children: 1.
Let love reign – fathers first have to love themselves, love God, and show
all the love they can to their children. Many times people are kind to other people
but not to their own, we should be kind and loving to others but charity should
start at home. We should not be kind to others and leave out our own children. I
practice to show love in my own home first. My family is my closest neighbour.
2.
Teach the children Godly values – read the bible to the children, let the
children know they have to practice what is in the Bible. We attend the Wesleyan
Holiness church in Hanley’s Road but we start at home to instill Godly values in
our children. When the children were small we would read the bible to them and
tell them about God. We would point out that they have to practice what is in the
Bible not just read it.
3.
Discipline the children - a father should be there to discipline his children
and help keep children on the right path. Let the children know when they are doing wrong things and point out to them the right way. I take disciplining children
seriously.
4.
Be caring - if a child is not feeling so well, take turn with the mother to
help care for the child. I would say to my wife, ‘take a break now Mummy, I will
help now.’ So that all the strain is not on her.

5.
Be actively engaged in the lives of your children – attend parent teachers
meeting at school, sporting events and activities that are important to your children.
6.
Teach the children to share – teach the children to share at an early age. I
would bring home one apple on purpose, even though I was in a position to buy
seven apples but I wanted to teach the children to share so I sliced that one apple
into seven pieces and gave everyone a slice. That is how they learnt to share. Today, my children practice sharing, as young adults the one who is working would
buy a pair of shoes for the one who is not working. That is how it should be.
7.
Encourage teamwork – keep unity in the family and assign roles to
each child when more than one child is present in the home. I hardly would hire
anyone to clean my yard. Seven of us live together and I explained to them that if
each of us pull one tree (shrub) the yard will be cleaned in no time. They agree,
so all of us go out in the yard and clean it together and in no time we are done.
We also go shopping together as a team.
8.
Do not speak negatively and predict bad for their future: When we have
challenges with children, don’t get vex and say ‘you will go to prison’ No, have
a sit down talk with the children who want to have their own way and talk in
parables to help them see what they are doing. If they don’t listen, commit them
to God in prayer. But don’t give up on them.
9.
Have fun with the children – play games. At home we played cricket out
in the yard with the children when they were growing up.
10.
Create special memories – take the family out for a drive, take the children on the Water front in Charlestown for ice-cream, or at the sea side and cool
out. Tell stories about growing up and make the children laugh. The children will
not always be at home. When they leave, let them leave with good memories of
growing up and a desire to create happy homes for their own children.
In speaking separately to three of his children, they confirmed that they are blessed to have an awesome Dad. When asked what motivated him to become a good
father to his children, he explained that his own father left the house when he was
twelve years old and even though he provided for them when he could, his mother
had to struggle a lot to raise them as a single mother. “Growing up in Nevis in the
‘60’s was hard and it was not easy after my father left. But I don’t practice dwelling on the negative, so I prayed and asked God to help me to become a good father to my children. I wanted to get married and be in the home with my children
and try my best to raise them well. For me, good families mean good churches,
good communities and less problems in society. I give God the glory for helping
me to be there for my children.”
Mr. Williams is desirous of encouraging the men of our nation to rise-up as Godly
kings, play the role in the lives of their children that God expects. According to
Mr. Williams love as the key to help men to be good fathers to their children. He
is also hopeful that one day he will write a book about building a strong family
foundation for the advancement of our Nation.
As we observe Fathers’ Day in June 2020, I would like to encourage fathers who
are struggling with parenthood to adopt what I would to call the “’the Best Factors.” Mr. Patrick Best Williams’ ten key success factors for fathers, once put into
practice can certainly help build wholesome relationships with father and child,
create happier home environments and lasting treasured memories for everyone in
the family. The ten factors mentioned is not a promise for utopia, instead encouragement for fathers to do their best in their role as ‘Dad.’
‘Happy Father’s Day to the Fathers of our Nation’
By
Vanessa Webbe June 2019 / Published June 2020
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