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Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis Dr Harris and Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley speak at a press conference on Monday.

“-“Those of us who were 
there building will nev-
er consciously take ac-
tion that will break the 

very instrument that 
we worked so hard to 

bring together.”.”

By Loshaun Dixon 

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr 
Timothy Harris and 
Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley have acknowl-
edged that there have 
been differences be-
tween them but denied 
that there had been any 
serious disagreements.

At the Prime Minister’s 
monthly press confer-
ence with Brantley pres-
ent, the matter was raised 
about the relationship 
between the two leaders 
which has often been 
the source of specula-
tion. Harris admitted that 
he and Brantley have 
had their disagreements 
but said there was no 
infighting.
“Does he and I always 
agree on every matter? 
No. But I will also ask 
does he and every mem-
ber of his Cabinet agree 
on every matter? No. But 
we have ways of work-
ing them out and in the 
end it is the consensus of 
the cabinet that must pre-
vail,” said Harris.

Harris said that Brantley 
will always be an invalu-
able member of the Team 
Unity as he worked hard 
to help bring the Unity 
government together. 

“Those of us who were 
there building will never 
consciously take ac-
tion that will break the 

very instrument that we 
worked so hard to bring 
together,” said Harris.

He said the Brantley was 
a reliable member of the 
federal cabinet who he 
has asked for assistance 
and advice from.

 “From time to time, there 
are matters in which I will 
call “Mark I need you to 
do this particular matter 
I need you to engage in 
this particular way.” That 
is an indication of the 
confidence I have in him 
as a minister, a premier, 
a brother and a member 

of the Team Unity move-
ment. So he will always 
feel welcome,” said 
Harris.

Brantley said that there 
had been differences 
but that was par for the 
course in government.

“The issue has arisen we 
understand that social 
media in particular am-
plifies a lot of perceived 
issues. The prime min-
ister has put the posi-
tion correctly and where 
there are differences and 
differences will arise in 
even the same house-
hold,” said Brantley.

“For those of you who 
are married, I’m sure be-
tween husbands and wife 

sometimes you have dif-
ferences,” he joked.

He noted overcoming 
those differences shows 
the maturity of the 
administration.

“I think the strength of 
Team Unity is the ma-
turity and the effort to 
resolve those issues 
whenever they arise. I 
have been on record as 
saying and I will continue 

to say that in the 36 years 
that we have been an in-
dependent nation this has 
been the best relationship 
that St Kitts and Nevis 
has had.”

Harris, Brantley disagreement  

but no 
beefs

St. Kitts-Nevis relations best ever: Premier
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant warned 
against complacency in 
the tourism sector and 
called for the local in-
dustry to step up in the 
delivery of services to 
visitors on Nov 1 at the 
beginning of Tourism 
Awareness Month.

Grant said that with ris-
ing visitor arrival num-
bers, now is the time to 
refocus on tourism.

“So we see the sector 
with fresh eyes, re-imag-
ine the possibilities and 
remain open and recep-
tive to new exciting and 
innovative ideas that 
complement an authentic 
genuinely Kittitian And 
Nevisian tourism prod-
uct,” said Grant.

He said that there should 
be an enhancement in the 
tourism experiences of-
fered in the Federation.

“We cannot afford to be-
come complacent with 
what we have rather we 
must be constantly en-
hancing existing prod-
ucts, varying our tours 
and attractions and intro-
ducing new services that 
will entice our visitors to 
taste, to see, to touch, to 
experience and enjoy our 

island home,” said Grant.

Grant added that there 
was more potential 
for the trickling down 
of economic benefits 
in the tourism sector 
through employment and 
entrepreneurship. 

“What if more of our 
small business opera-
tors were to use more 
social media to market 
their goods and services? 
What if there were more 
effective collaborations 
and partnerships gener-
ally with business in 
the technology sector?” 
asked Grant.

He noted that millions 
of dollars are spent in 
order to attract visitors to 
St. Kitts and Nevis over 
other destinations.

“Our government and 
private stakeholders to-
gether spend millions 
of dollars marketing to 
entice potential travellers 
from the Caribbean, the 
United States, Canada, 
the UK and beyond to 
choose our destination 
over numerous other des-
tinations globally.” 

He said that last year 
153,364 individuals ar-
rived by air which was 
the largest number of air 
arrivals in the history of 

the Federation. He said 
that may be surpassed 
this year as between 
January and July 101,568 
passengers arriving by 
air--the highest recorded 
for that period. Grant 
also reminded that more 

than one million cruise 
passengers visited in two 
consecutive seasons in 
2018 and 2019.

“We are the only destina-
tion in the OECS to ever 
achieve this milestone 

and as minister of tour-
ism I am so proud of this 
fact.”

He noted that with these 
increases, players in the 
tourism industry have 
no choice but to step up 

“to ensure we maintain a 
high standard and retain 
our coveted position in 
top percentile in the re-
gional tourism market.”

The tourism minister 
called for all hands on 

deck in that regard.

“It is only through con-
certed, harmonised, 
integrated approach to 
tourism development 
that we will continue to 
raise awareness about the 
synergies and linkages 
that support a vibrant and 
competitive sector.”

He said raising the stan-
dard of service was 
the reason the St. Kitts 
Tourism Authority 
(SKTA) has embarked 
on an initiative called 
#Stepup.

“To send a clear message 
of a more focused sector. 
One that is built on inclu-
sion and collaboration, 
attracting people who 
are passionate, warm, 
hospitable and people-
oriented,” said Grant.

“The emotional connec-
tion with our guests must 
be our legacy in tourism 
in St. Kitts because this 
is what will set us apart 
from the competition and 
keep our guests follow-
ing our hearts to St. Kitts 
and bring others.”

Grant said that visitors 
spend EC$500 million 
each year in the economy.

“This expenditure creates 
and supports thousands 

of jobs and spreads ben-
efits throughout the econ-
omy through the buying 
and selling of goods and 
services that supply the 
needs of our visitors and 
sustain the tourism sector 
as a whole,” he said.

Grant said that his minis-
try was also continuing to 
conduct customer service 
training “for all stake-
holders who work on the 
front lines of the industry, 
including both traditional 
and non-traditional ser-
vice providers.”

Grant said tourists are 
visiting the island to get 
an authentic Kittitian 
experience.

“St. Kitts is indeed the 
ideal vacation get-away. 
Well educated, interna-
tionally travelled individ-
uals, quite often sporting 
a relatively high level of 
discretionary income…
is increasingly the profile 
of our guests who are 
looking for unique expe-
riences,” said Grant. 

“Combined with our 
exquisite Kittitian 
charm, we have all of 
the above and so much 
more that will definitely 
add value to every guest 
experience.”

Grant warns against complacency 
                                         in tourism sector

Step up tourism  
says minister 

“Our government and  
private stakeholders  

together spend millions 
of dollars marketing to 
entice potential travel-

lers from the Caribbean, 
the United States, Canada, 

the UK and beyond to 
choose our destination 

over numerous other  
destinations globally.” 

Minister of Tourism Lindsay Grant
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Protect the Turtles

EDiTOrial

Over the past weeks, we have read of turtles being disturbed while nest-
ing and of some have been badly injured. Added to that we know of the 
damage being done to turtles in the wild through the injestion of plastics 
and we are not innocent bystanders in introducing these plastics into the 
ocean. 

While it is true that historically, turtle meat and turtle eggs have been 
consumed in Nevis, ever since the recognition of their endangered status 
world wide, the country has joined in conservation efforts and to provide 
safe haven for these creatures.  

As a result, there has been a decline in their consumption, an increasing 
recognition of their plight and the need for conservation. In fact, there 
is a Turtle Conservation group and one of its founding members won an 
international award for conservation works.  Through them, Nevis has 
gained international recognition, and dare we say, attracted tourists who 
are conservation minded.

Now, we run the risk of being blacklisted by powerful international envi-
ronmentalist and conservationist groups, all because of the willful acts of 
a few misguided individuals.

Leatherbacks and Hawksbill turtles, the two that most frequent our 
shores,  feed mostly on jellyfish, and jellyfish thrive in warm waters.  
As our sea water becomes warmer due to global warming, outbreaks of 
jellyfish is highly possible.  Some species of jellyfish can injure swim-
mers, with effects ranging from mild discomfort to serious injury or even 
death.  This would be disastrous to a country such as ours, that markets 
and highly values its pristine beaches.

In light of these linkages, turtle protection has become an aspect of eco-
nomic protection.  Perhaps, therefore, it is time for tougher legislation to 
be passed to move turtle protection into the realm of prosecutorial activ-
ity, in much the same way that lobsters are.  Perhaps it is time for men 
to accept that there are over-the-counter and prescription aphrodisiac 
products available. Perhaps it is time for a more pro-active approach to 
conservation education. 
The Observer joins in the condemnation of these turtle hunters.  The 
damage these few persons do can be far reaching for all of us.

By Kenichi Serino 

The Dominican man 
believed to have cap-
tained a ship carrying 34 
Haitians which had to 
be rescued by the Dutch 
and St. Kitts and Nevis 
coast guards has been 
returned to his country 
where he will face ques-
tions from the authori-
ties about his ill-fated 
voyage, Department 
of Immigration head 
Merclyn Hughes told the 
Observer on Tuesday.

The ship was rescued 
on Oct 23 and had been 
carrying the Haitians to 
St. Thomas in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands from 
Dominica. Hughes said 
there was no record of the 
captain filing the proper 
paperwork with the au-
thorities when leaving 
that country. The captain 
will likely face interroga-
tion by the police when 
he arrives in Domenica.

“There’s no record of 
him leaving Dominica 
from a port,” Hughes 
told the Observer. “They 
should have some seri-
ous questions for him.”

Hughes said the man 

had been returned to 
Domenica on Monday.

The ship captained by the 
Dominican was one of 
two arrivals to have tak-
en place that week. The 
first was on Oct 20 and 
comprised 15 Haitians, 
13 men and two women, 

who had been found 
in Bird Rock and were 
taken into custody. An 
investigation found that 
they had planned on go-
ing to French St. Martin. 
However, the captain of 
their ship misled them 
about their destination 
and put them ashore on 
St. Kitts before leaving. 
Their last port of depar-
ture in their passports 
was also Dominica.

All 49 Haitians were 
repatriated back to their 
home countries on Oct 
31. Prime Minister Dr 

Timothy Harris said on 
Monday that the St. Kitts 
and Nevis government 
had “surpassed interna-
tional standards of care 
and support given to mi-
grants” in the treatment 
provided.

Harris said the decision to 

repatriate was done after 
discussions with Haiti’s 
government, the United 
Nations’ International 
Organization for 
Migration, Caricom, the 
Red Cross and the local 
Haitian Association.

“Here was the smallest 
country in our hemi-
sphere setting the ex-
ample of how we treat 
migrants in a manner 
surpassing international 
expectations and pre-
serving their dignity and 
humanity,” said Harris.

Dominican captain to 
face questions about 

Haitians  

“They should have 
some serious 

questions for him.”

last person from Haitian ships  
sent home

Department of Immigration head Merclyn Hughes said the Domini-
can believed to have captained a ship carrying 34 Haitians has been 
returned to his country where he will face questions by the authorities.
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Minister of Youth in St. 
Kitts and Nevis Shawn 
Richards has said the 
future of St. Kitts and 
Nevis’s young people is 
bright thanks to “con-
certed efforts across 
government ministries 
and decisive deliberate 
actions by the ministry of 
youth sports and culture.” 

Richards was speaking 
at the opening of Youth 
Month on Nov 1. He 
said that his ministry has 
come up with program-
ming catered for this gen-
eration of young people 
“after the assessing the 
environment impacting 
the youth, strategies and 
redoubled its effort to 
provide programming 
for the ultimate purpose 
of improving the lives 
and livelihoods of this 
important segment of our 
society.”

“The ministry utilises 
every lever at its dis-
posal to develop and 
empower our youth and 
to ensure they have ac-
cess to quality training, 
entrepreneurship and 
travel opportunities as 
well as opportunities to 
be heard and engage in 
consequential policy dis-
cussion,” said Richards.

He noted that there is 
more to be done to ad-
vance the cause of youth.

Richards implored all to 
continue to support youth 
work and young people 
“because it is our civic 

responsibility and God-
given duty.”

He also commended the 

effort of those who al-
ready answered to call to 
serve something greater 
than themselves and re-
minded the youth that the 
opportunities afforded to 
them did not suddenly 
materialise 

“In many cases, tremen-
dous sacrifices were 
made by past and pres-
ent generations and in 
other cases, large sums 
of money were involved 
so you could be better 
off today than you were 
yesterday.”

He also encouraged them 
to consider the sacrifices 

that were made before 
them.

“I implore to show grati-

tude and appreciation 
and to pay that price 
forward to those who 
would come after you”

Richards hailed young 
entrepreneurs for their 
contributions to the 
country and economy.

“You chose to lead by 
example with hope and 
not fear and I utterly en-
courage you to continue 
to follow your convic-
tion rather than what 
is rational. Often it is 
irrational thinking that 
tells us dreams are im-
possible but you trust in 
your hearts and believed 

in yourselves,” Richards 
said.

He implored the youth 
not to get involved in un-
lawful activities. 

“Instead shine your light 
where ever you go and let 
the world know that you 

are not a person of inde-
cision or someone who is 
easily swayed by the per-
suasions of undesirable 
associates.”

He highlighted the role of 
parents in development 
and success especially 
with the use of words.

“Words have the power 
to bring us down and 
to lift us up. The wrong 
choice of words can strip 
us of our dreams and 
hopes but the right words 
have the power to change 
the way we perceived the 
world.”

Minister of Youth Shawn Richards

“The ministry utilises eve-
ry lever at its disposal to 
develop and empower our 
youth and to ensure they 
have access to quality 
training entrepreneurship 
and travel opportunities 
as well as opportunities 
to be heard and engage in 
consequential policy dis-
cussion.”

Youth future at  
its brightest

richards: future in good hands
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Property damage but no injuries 
during weekend rain

Downpour damages house

By Loshaun Dixon 

The heavy rainfall 
experienced in the 
Federation over the 
weekend has left prop-
erty damage in its wake, 
including one home in 
Molyneaux collapsing, 
but no injuries or deaths 
were reported.

National Disaster 
Coordinator Abdias 
Samuel confirmed that 
there were no casualties 
or injuries in the near 48 
hours of heavy rainfall 
but noted the authorities 
had to respond to some 
damage.

“Based on an assess-
ment that has been done 
by the damage and 
assessment subcom-
mittee in the area of 
Molineaux.  We suspect 
that due to the satura-
tion of the ground, an 
old house over 75 years 
of concrete and wooden 
structure basically col-
lapsed,” said Samuel.

The house was occu-
pied by John Riley, a 

75-year-old man.

“He said that about 3am 
on Sunday morning he 
was sleeping and heard 
the grumbling and an 
explosion-like sound 
and the concrete portion 
of the house was com-
pletely collapsed,” said 
Samuel.

Samuel said an assess-
ment was done by the 
engineers from Public 
Works who are trying 
to find the cause of the 
collapse. 

“There was also struc-
tural damage due to 
the road rehabilita-
tion, some of the run-
off would have caused 
some of the rubble to 
end up in some private 
properties and cause 
flooding in those prop-
erties because the drain-
age would have been 
clogged.”

He added that they also 
looked at the hillside 
leading from Lodge 
Project to Lodge Village 
where some soil erosion 

had impeded the pas-
sage of traffic.
“That was cleaned up 
but we also witnessed 
a lamppost that became 
loose and leaning into 
the road and got Skelec 

to look at the area and 
address the situation 
expeditiously.”

He also spoke of the 
reports of a tornado in 
Conaree, noting that 
burst of wind led to 
some property damage 

in the area.

“We also address the 
Conaree area where 
persons addressed the 
wind phenomena that 
occurred and some per-
sons received damage to 

their yard from downed 
trees,” said Samuel.

“One lady reported her 
windows were damaged 
from flying debris while 
others reported shingles 
and other things would 
have blown off from 

their roof. “

Senior Meteorological 
Officer Elmo Burke 
told the Observer that 
the heavy rainfall was a 
result of the Federation 
being affected by a 
trough system “that 
would have generated 
some unsettled weather 
in the Federation.”

He noted that there were 
reports of a possible 
tornado in the Conaree 
area.

“That was based on 
initial eyewitness as-
sessment as well as ini-
tial assessment by the 
meteorological office,” 
said Burke.

However, after deeper 
analysis, he said that 
it does not appear that 
a tornado struck the 
Conaree area but rather 
a phenomenon known 
as a “microburst”.

“After further analysis, 
most indications are 
pointing to a microburst 
which is a down rush 

of air when you have 
heavy downpours from 
the thunder clouds and 
would have generated 
the swirling and gust 
conditions,” said Burke.

“We are continuing 
investigations into the 
matter and then we will 
provide an update on 
it.”

Burke said tornadoes 
are not strange to the 
Caribbean region. 

“Tornadoes are not 
uncommon even for 
us in the Caribbean. 
Every now and then 
you would see a water 
spout or what we call a 
landspout that are basi-
cally mini-tornadoes,” 
he said.

“We are trying to de-
termine if it was some-
thing originating from 
the clouds down to the 
surface which would 
classify it as a possible 
tornado or if it was the 
force of the wind sur-
face with the swirling 
moving along.”

File photo of National  
Disaster Coordinator  

Abdias Samuel

-”He said that about 3am 
on Sunday morning he 
was sleeping and heard 
the grumbling and an 
explosion-like sound and 
the concrete portion of 
the house was completely 
collapsed.”

Property damage done on the home of John Riley in Molyneaux following a weekend of heavy rains
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

Old Road marked 
Guy Fawkes Day on 
Wednesday with a suc-
cessful Glow Parade 
featuring music from 
the Small Axe Band.

The street jam started at 
Sprat Net and continued 
to the Green Tree Lawn. 
Hundreds of revellers, 
not only from Old Road 
but from other sur-
rounding villages, came 
out show their support 

and get in on the fun of 
a free street jam. 

While the music played, 
teenagers lit fireworks 
and laughed as by-
standers jumped with 
fear. The sound of the 

fireworks became so 
loud they could be heard 
over the music from the 
band. 

The Glow Parade was 
put on by the Guy 
Fest Committee. On 

November 1, the com-
mittee hosted their 
international night fea-
turing Jamaican dance-
hall artist Quado and 
Jamaican social media 
entertainer Mackerel. 
The event was hosted 
by local entertainers 
Scratchii Bamma and 
Pinnochio and featured 
appearances from lo-
cal musicians such as 
Collin Wyatt, I-Mark, 
Dejour and Hi Light. 

Guy Fawkes Day is a 
British observance cel-
ebrated on November 
5. It commemorates 
the failure of the 

Gunpowder Plot of 
1605 led by Catholics 
but were betrayed by 
one of their co-conspir-
ators, Guy Fawkes.

The jouvert street jam 
was scheduled to take 
place on November 2 
featuring music from 
the Small Axe Band but 
due to technical diffi-
culties, it was cancelled. 
Guy Fest activities con-
tinue with Wet Fete on 
November 8 and closes 
down on November 
9 with their parade of 
troupes and Last Lap 
Jam Session.

Guy Fest  
Committee  
Hosts Successful 
Event

Old road Celebrates 
Guy Fawkes with Glow 
Fete Street Jam

Revelers at the Glow Parade



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday November 8th, 2019 NewSPage:10



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday November 8th, 2019NewS Page:11

By Petra Mc Sheene 

After weeks of being 
ridiculed and criticised 
on videos circulated on 
social media, Leanna 
Brookes was able to 
overcome obstacles and 
be crowned the new St. 
Peter’s Festival Queen 
on November 1.

At the opening cer-
emony of the St. Peter’s 
Festival, Brookes got 
stage fright and made 
a few mistakes during 
her introduction. Then 
at the Youth Calypso 
Show held the follow-
ing night, Brookes 
again got stage fright 
and made the same 
mistakes again before a 
crowd of people.

The crowd at the events 
weren’t the only ones to 
view her slips, videos 
of performance circu-
lated on social media, 
prompting ridicule.

But Brookes was not 
done. On the final night 
of the pageant, to a large 
crowd, Brookes came 
out on stage during her 
performing talent seg-
ment singing Etana’s 
‘People Talk’ prompt-
ing a few persons in the 
audience to laugh.

Brookes suddenly 
stopped singing and 
feigned forgetfulness. 
She then said to the au-
dience, “I know in here 
is full of people just be-
cause ya’ll want to see 
me fail tonight.” 

Brookes’ performing 
talent was a recap of 
the obstacles she had 
to face in being a con-
testant in this year’s St. 
Peter’s Festival Queen 
Pageant. She spoke di-
rectly to the judges and 
said, “I remember when 
they called me to go in 
for St. Peters and I said 
‘no’ but then I realise 

Monkey Hill have so 
much girls, why they 
asked me?”

She went on to speak 
on some of the many 
challenges she faced 
in getting prepared for 
the show. “I tried the 
first time, I failed. But 
then the second time, 
I dropped harder than 
the first time and I told 
them to take me out but 
Etana’s played in my 
head and I told myself 
to push through.”

Persons in the audience 
could be heard cheer-
ing and laughing but 
Brookes was not to be 
phased and carried on 
with her talent about 
how much time she 
spent practising for her 
big night.

“I practised morning, 
noon and night. My 
child in my hand, bottle 
in his mouth and I’m 

saying my speech over 
and over.” 

Brookes ended her tal-
ent by saying thanks 
to persons who were 
there for her during her 
tough times and began 
dancing and singing to 
Claudette Peter’s ‘Go 
Claudette’ replacing 
the artiste’s name with 
her own. And she had a 
parting message for her 
detractors.

“It’s not easy being on 
stage, especially when 
you’re trying something 
new. Some learn faster 
than some but others 
just need a little while 
to catch on. Lift us up, 
cheer us on, tell us go.”

Although the show 
paused for almost an 
hour due to heavy rain-
fall as well as technical 
difficulties with the mi-
crophone, there was a 
good turnout of people. 

Popular local artiste en-
tertained the audience 
during intermission and 
there was also musical 
entertainment from the 
house DJ.

The show continued 
with other segments. 
Creative Wear that 
was won by Jewvonna 
Morson with her outfit 
made of recycled plas-
tic spoons and Evening 
Wear which was won 
by Tamia Martin. Best 
Speech segment was 
won by Brookes as 
well as Best Talent and 
Most Popular. The Miss 
Photogenic Award was 
won by Morson. At the 
end of the show, the 
judge’s decision recog-
nised Tresjeur Didier to 
be First Runner Up with 
717 points and Leanna 
Brookes as Queen with 
741 points. 

amidst controversy and criticism,  
                         a Queen comes out on top

Brookes Crowned St. Peter’s Festival Queen 2019

Newly crowned Queen 
Leanna Brookes & First 

Runner Up Tresjeur Didier
 St. peter’s festival queen contestants

Brookes in her  
performing talent
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By Loshaun Dixon 

The most eagerly an-
ticipated days on the 
calendar--the reduced 
VAT days— have been 
announced and will take 
place on two Saturdays, 
Dec 14 and Dec 21.

VAT days, as they are 
commonly known, are 
the busiest shopping days 

of the year as consumers 
look to take advantage of 
a reduced VAT rate from 
17% to 5%.

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Timothy  Harris made 
the announcement at 
his press conference on 
Monday noting that this is 
the fourth year the Team 
Unity government has 
implemented a discount-
ed VAT day. He said that 
this, with the double sal-
ary the government plans 

on paying in December, 
was unprecedented.

“No other government 
in the region has had the 
financial strength to do 
what we in St. Kitts and 
Nevis have done in 2015, 
2016, 2017, 2018 and 
2019 that is to reduce the 
applicable VAT rate and 
pay a double salary four 
times in a row and even 

in doing so our coun-
try remains in surplus,” 
Harris said.

He said the dates have 
been agreed with the 
Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce and would 
bring relief to citizens 
and residents.

“I can advise that the 
Cabinet has approved 
that businesses will 
charge VAT at the rate of 
5% on the sale of goods 
instead of the usual 17% 

VAT,” said Harris.

In the case of vehicles, he 
said that no VAT would 
be charged on the first 
$50,000 of the cost of 
vehicles. But any amount 
exceeding this value will 
be subjected to the full 
rate of 17%.

“This is a major boost to 
spur vehicle ownership 
in the country and allow 
our people the conve-
nience of a better quality 
of life,” said Harris.

He also announced duty-
free concessions for non-
commercial imports for 
the first 400 pounds and 
goods valuing less than 
$540 off custom import 
and freight. 

“Our caring Team Unity 
government has ap-
proved the following 
for implementation dur-
ing the whole month 
of December 2019. We 
have been able to offer 
these concessions and 
tax waivers because the 
economy is fundamen-
tally strong.  There is a 
good mix of public and 
private sector projects 
going on at this time,” 
said Harris.

“Our revenues are grow-
ing and our expenditures 
are carefully undertaken 
and contained where 
necessary but the main 
objective is to ensure that 
the government helps 
people.”

PM announces  
                  VaT day 
                          dates

VaT days to encourage  
vehicles: Harris

““This is a major boost 
to spur vehicle owner-

ship in the country and 
allow our people the 

convenience of a better 
quality of life.”

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris announces VAT days at his monthly 
press conference on Monday.
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Skerrit hails SKCa and liCB 
                                   for hosting of   
                                   Super 50

By Loshaun Dixon 

President of Cricket 
West Indies (CWI) 
Ricky Skerritt has hailed 
the St. Kitts Cricket 
Association and Leeward 
Islands Cricket Board 
for responding at short 

notice to his request for 
St. Kitts to be a host terri-
tory of Colonial Medical 
Insurance Super 50 Cup.

St. Kitts was chosen as 
the host territory after 
Barbados had unexpect-
edly informed CWI that 

it was unable to stage the 
tournament this year.

Skerritt said he was im-
pressed with the work put 
in at the Conaree Cricket 
Centre that will host 
games alongside Warner 
Park for the competition

“I toured the Conaree 
Cricket Centre again (on 
Tuesday) where most of 
the work had to be car-
ried out on the field and 
pitch. I was impressed 
with the improvement 

achieved over just four 
weeks.”

Skerritt said all is set 
for an exciting compe-
tition that bowled off 
on Wednesday when 
title holders Combined 
Campuses & Colleges 
Marooners began their 
defence against Leeward 
Islands Hurricanes in 
a Group “A” day/night 

contest on Wednesday at 
Warner Park.

 Skerritt said he expected 
a better competition with 
more competitive squads 
that are better prepared.

“My personal observa-
tions and direct feedback 
tell me that the players 
are generally fitter and 
better prepared than 
usual for this year’s 
tournament. There is a 
high level of enthusiasm 
and expectation within 
the squads that gives me 
good reason to expect an 
exciting tournament.” 

Skerritt also said he had 
been assured by Azim 
Bassarath, president of 
the Trinidad & Tobago 
Cricket Board, that all 
preparations are going 
according to plan and 
the stage is set for a suc-
cessful Super50 Cup in 
Trinidad. 

 The Group “B” games 
started on Thursday, 
November 7 with con-
current day/night games 
starting at 1:30 pm with 
Queen’s Park Oval hosts 
Trinidad & Tobago Red 
Force as they take on 
the Windward Island 
Volcanoes. This match 
and all matches held at 
Queen’s Park Oval will 
be exclusively “live” on 
ESPN Caribbean.

 The Brian Lara 
Cricket Academy hosts 
the Guyana Jaguars 
against the West Indies 
Emerging Players team. 
All matches from BLCA 
will be webcast “live” on 
the CWI website, www.
windiescricket.com, 
and the Windies Cricket 
YouTube channel

All of the Group “A” 
matches from St. Kitts 
will be webcast “live” on 
the CWI website, www.
windiescricket.com, 
and the Windies Cricket 
YouTube channel. 

-“i toured the Conaree 
Cricket Centre again 

where most of the 
work had to be carried 

out on the field and 
pitch. i was impressed 
with the improvement 

achieved over just four 
weeks.”

File Photo of Cricket West Indies 
President Ricky Skerritt

Progress praised after last-minute agreement
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Hundreds of books donated  
to schools

Hands across the Sea hands over books

By Petra Mc Sheene 

Non-profit group Hands 
Across the Sea gifted 
books and a donation 
US$25,000 for reading 

education during a cer-
emony at the Charles A. 
Halbert Public Library 
on Wednesday.

“We have been work-
ing in collaboration with 
Hands Across The Sea to 
give books to the primary 
schools to get the teach-
ers, students and librar-
ians more involved. They 
have also assisted us in 
training of our primary 
school librarians so they 
feel more comfortable 
dealing with teachers and 
students in subject ar-
eas,” said library director 
Petrine Clarke 

The event was attended 
by student teachers at 
the Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College as well as 

representatives from the 
various primary and high 
schools which the books 
will be handed over to. 
Also in attendance was 
Ministry of Education 

Dr Debbie Isaac Deputy 
Chief Education Officer 
and a representative 
from the First Caribbean 
International Bank who 
had partnered with 
Hands Across The Sea 
and make the donation. 

Student teacher 
Radhames Warner at the 
told the Observer, “We 
find this a most fortuitous 
occasion that we hope all 
schools take advantage 
of and as students of the 
teacher’s education divi-
sion, we hope to incor-
porate these books in our 
classroom.”

Issac called the books 
a valuable resource and 
that the donation would 
go to helping teachers in 

the Federation.

“Today we witnessed 
the handing over cer-
emony of really valuable 
resources in forms of 

books, resources for the 
remedial teachers and 
some other goodies that 
we need in education to 
help our children go for-
ward in terms of raising 
their literacy level,” said 
Issac.

Isaac encouraged stu-
dents, teachers and 
parents to visit the pub-
lic library to see what 
resources are available 
to improve children’s 
knowledge through 
reading.

Hands Across the Sea has 
also partnered with local 
school libraries to donate 
books and to provide 
refurbishments.

“Our library has seen 
a vast improvement in 

students  
reading.”

Audience at handing over ceremony

Dr Debbie Isaac, Deputy Chief Education 
Officer at the Ministry of Education
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 ramada to open by 2020: PM

Developers Galaxy Caribbean said some delays have been necessary to make the Ramada “world-class”.

By Kenichi Serino 

The new Ramada at 
Wyndham hotel in 
Whitegate that was set 
to open at the end of 
September is still yet 
to have its grand open-
ing, but will be ready by 
the end of March next 
year, Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris said this 
week.

Harris was speaking at 
his press conference on 
Monday. He said that the 
Ramada Phase 1, built by 
Caribbean Galaxy Real 
Estate would be one of 
four hotels to be opened 
by the first quarter of 
2020. 

Harris said the govern-
ment was unconcerned 
about the delay and have 
been told by the develop-
ers that the project was 
progressing.

“We don’t find anything 
sinister in any delay,” 
said Harris. “We have re-
ports from the developers 
and from what we can see 
the hotel plant is making 
significant progress.”
“It is not unusual that 
these time frames are not 
completed. These are just 
the realities,” Harris said.

“Of course we want 
things to be timely,” he 
added.

When contacted for com-
ment by the Observer, 
Galaxy Caribbean said 
the Ramada development 
“has been a complex 
undertaking involving 

many different partici-
pants and improvements 
in the basic plan and ame-
nities along the way.”

The company said that 
Phase 1 of the project has 
been completed and all 
the structures have been 
built. Galaxy Caribbean 
said that because they 

wanted the development 
to be “world-class”, ex-
tra time and effort would 
be needed for the hotel. 
The company declined to 
give a date for an official 

opening.

“Once everything is com-
plete, once staff is hired 
and trained, and once 
all arrangements with 
external contractors and 
providers are in place, 
we will be in a position to 
announce the opening,” 
Galaxy Caribbean said.

The 273-suite Ramada 
is expected to create 300 
jobs. 

When the Observer visit-
ed the site of the Ramada 

on Wednesday, much 

of the construction in the 
reception area appeared 
to be finished with most 
landscaping done but 
some construction debris 
visible. 

Caption: The Ramada at 
Wyndham hotel which 
was set to have its grand 
opening in September is 
still yet to open its doors 
to the public

No official opening date: developers

“Once everything is 
complete, once staff 
is hired and trained, 
and once all arrange-
ments with external 
contractors and pro-
viders are in place, 
we will be in a posi-
tion to announce the 
opening”
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By Loshaun Dixon 

As St. Kitts’s second 
cruise ship pier nears 
completion, Minister of 
Tourism Lindsay Grant 
has lamented the tim-
ing, saying that it could 
have been a bigger ben-
efit had it been built in 
2015.

Speaking at the prime 
minister’s monthly 
press conference on 
Monday, Grant said not 
building the second pier 
earlier had allowed oth-
er islands to compete 
with St. Kitts.

“That pier should have 
come maybe four years 
ago and it would have 
done us well...Now that 
it has come we have 
serious competition 
around us,” Grant said.

Grant said that compe-
tition in nearby islands 
have grown over the 
years, including for 
massive Oasis class 
cruise ships.

“We have serious com-
petition in Antigua 
which is now building 
a pier to match ours 
to make sure they also 
compete against us 
with the Oasis class. 
We have Tortola and so 
many around us and so 
what do we do because 
we are all competing 
for the same market 
share,” Grant said.

Grant also called on 
stakeholders to get 

creative and come 
up with unique visi-
tors experiences so the 
Federation could sepa-
rate itself from the rest 
of the Caribbean.

“It is important for us 
to create unique tours 
that no other destina-
tion has. I could tell 
you one at Brimstone 

Hill that we need to do 
something about that 
because it is a site no-
where to be found in the 
Caribbean and in pris-
tine condition and we 
have to develop those 
sites,” Grant said.

Recently in Antigua, 
Global Ports Holdings 
completed an agree-
ment to operate the 

existing pier and build 
a new one at the coun-
try’s cruise port.

The new pier will be 
able to cater for the 
larger passengers ships 
and Oasis-class ships. 

Global Ports will be 
investing USD$45-50 
million in the first 12 

months which includes 
the completion of the 
new cruise pier and 
new retail facilities

It is expected to in-
crease cruise visitors to 
the island and Global 
Ports is expecting to in-
crease the total number 
of passenger volumes 
for 2020 to nearly 1.3 
million.

.In St. Kitts, the past 
two cruise seasons have 
seen one million pas-
sengers each season.

The second cruise ship 
pier began construction 
in May 2018. The to-
tal cost of the pier was 
US $48 million. It was 
scheduled to be com-
pleted on September 

23 but has experienced 
delays due to weather-
damaged equipment.

The four local finan-
cial players involved 
are the St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla National 
Bank which com-
mitted US $34 mil-
lion, the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Social Security 

Board which pledged 
US $7 million, the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Sugar 
Industry Diversification 
Foundation with US $5 
million and the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Trading and 
Development Company 
(TDC) which has com-
mitted another US $2 
million.

“it is important for us 
to create unique tours 
that no other destina-
tion has. i could tell 
you one at Brimstone 
Hill that we need to do 
something about that 
because it is a site no-
where to be found in 
the Caribbean and in 

Minister of Tourism Lindsay Grant said on Monday that building the second cruise ship pier in 2015 would have helped the Federation  
keep its competitive advantage in tourism.

Grant says second pier was needed 

Other islands offering tourism competition
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Nevisians given a  
“breathing space” on tax

No new taxes for 
2020: Premier

By Monique Washington 

Weeks ahead of 
the Nevis Island 
Administration bud-
get debate for 2020, 
Premier Mark Brantley 
has said he does not 
believe there will be 
the introduction of new 
taxes. 

Questioned at his press 
conference last week, 

Brantley noted that 
Nevisians had had a 
rough economic year 
and new taxes would 
only be an extra burden.

“I will not anticipate 
that we will have any 
new taxes for this year. 
I recognise that Nevis 
has just come through a 
very bad year. It was a 

very difficult year with 
the closing of the Four 
Seasons and later the 
sudden closing of Brown 
Hill Communication,” 
he said.

Brantley said that for 
2020, Nevisians will be 
given “breathing space” 
as the island’s economy 
is expected to get better.

“I think that we have 

to be realistic in terms 
of what people can 
sustain and we need to 
give people and busi-
nesses a breathing space 
to recover. What I am 
hearing in terms of our 
cruise season, it looks 
quite good on paper,” he 
said.

Brantley said that last 

year during the cruise 
ship season, there was a 
total of 62 calls, bring-
ing over 6,000 passen-
gers to the island. This 
season he said this is 
expected to be doubled.

“This year we have 65 
calls, not many more 
from last year but the 
size of the ships are big-
ger so this year we are 
expecting 14,485 pas-
sengers plus crew would 
bring us somewhere 
around 23,000 people 
who should be descend-
ing on our shores.”

Brantley said that with 
the reopening of the 
Four Seasons, Nevisians 
can expect the tourist 
season to be busy from 
November until July. 

“If that pans out I think 
that Nevisians should 
have an opportunity to 
recover from a difficult 
year,” he said.

Brantley said that the 
government is also 
looking to delinquent 
persons to pay their 
taxes.

“The taxes that are due 
we want people to pay 
rather than us having to 
impose different taxes 
we want to call the taxes 
that are due. We still 
have a high level of de-
linquency where people 
are refusing to pay their 
share,” he said.

The last major tax 
change in the Federation 
was the introduction 
of the value-added tax 
(VAT) in 2010. 

“i will not antici-
pate that we will 

have any new taxes 
for this year. i  

recognise that  
Nevis has just 

come through a 
very bad year.”
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By Kenichi Serino 

The government and 
stakeholders in St. Kitts 
and Nevis are planning 
a tax on sugar-sweet-
ened beverages as a way 
of fighting non-commu-
nicable diseases such 
as diabetes and heart 
disease.

The tax, which is still 
in the planning stages, 
could affect beverages 
such as soft drinks from 
Coca-Cola to Ting as 
well as some juices that 
have sugar added.

“We’ve had two stake-
holder meetings, peo-
ple who sell and the 
consumers. We have a 
first draft, we’re going 
back to the stakehold-
ers again,’ Ministry of 
Health Chief Medical 
officer Dr Hazel Laws 
told the Observer.

If implemented, St. Kitts 
and Nevis would be fol-
lowing other countries 
in fighting sugar con-
sumption among its citi-
zens. Last year Bermuda 
implemented a 50% tax 

on sugar treats and in 
2014 Mexico imple-
mented a 1 peso a litre 
tax on sugar-added 
beverages, resulting in 
about a 10% increase 
in price, that caused a 
decline in consumption.

Laws said the sugar tax 
has been in discussion 
since last November. 
She said the ministry of 
health was presently fi-
nalising the percentage 
of the tax rate and could 
not give a timeline for 
when the tax would be 
implemented.

Laws said that while the 
tax would be an added 
cost to consumers, ul-
timately this would be 
outweighed by the long-
term health benefits.
“They’re going to save 
the money in the long 
run in terms of provid-
ing health care for the 
complications that are 
going to develop,” she 
said.

Laws said the gov-
ernment must also 
educate the public on 

alternatives to sugary 
beverages, namely wa-
ter and water that was 
infused with natural 
fruit.

She said the ministry 
of health would not be 
recommending that the 
public drink beverages 
with sugar substitutes, 
such as diet drinks, in-
stead of sugar-added 
beverages.

“You have to be careful 
because some of those 
are not healthy alterna-
tives. They won’t be 

recommended,” said 
Laws. 

Last month, the Pan 
American Health 
Organization released a 

study on ultra-processed 
foods, sugary bever-
ages and fast food in 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean. It showed 
that these foods with 
poor nutritional qual-
ity were replacing more 
nourishing domestic 
foods in diets. 

The report described ul-
tra-processed products 

as typically industrial 
products made from 
substances derived from 
foods with additives 
including sugar-sweet-
ened drinks, candy, in-
dustrial breads, cakes 
and cookies and sweet-
ened breakfast cereals 
as well as hydrogenated 
oils. 

The report--which 
surveyed Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Mexico, Peru and 
Venezuela--showed that 
sales of ultra-processed 
foods and beverages 
grew 8.3 percent be-
tween 2009 and 2014, 
the last year for which 
data were available. It 
estimated that that rate 
increased, with those 
sales continuing to 
grow 9.2 percent from 
2014 to 2019.

“We are observing 
the beginnings of an 
epidemic of ultra-pro-
cessed food consump-
tion,” said Fabio da 
Silva Gomes, regional 
advisor in nutrition at 
PAHO. 

“Its sales are grow-
ing disproportionately 
in comparison with 
those of other foods, 
filling families’ tables 
with products that do 
not contribute to good 
health,” he added.

“We need governments 
to establish policies 
that restrict sales of 
these products. Ultra-
processed products can-
not form the basis of 
our nutrition,” da Silva 
Gomes said.

Laws said ultra-pro-
cessed foods were a 
concern in St. Kitts and 
Nevis and contributed 
to non-communicable 
diseases which were “a 
major health challenge 
in the Federation.”

“In order for us to fight 
the challenge on non-
communicable dis-
eases we really need 
to stay away from the 
consumption of ultra-
processed foods,” said 
Laws. 

-”They’re going to save 
the money in the long 
run in terms of provid-
ing health care for the 
complications that are 
going to develop””

SKN considers Sugar Tax

Tax new tactic to fight disease
Ministry of Health Chief Medical Officer Dr Hazel Laws says 

that a tax on sugar-sweetened beverages is in the works.

Sugary foods and beverages are a major cause of non-
communicable diseases in St. Kitts and Nevis and the wider 

Caribbean region.
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By Monique Washington 

The November 2019 
criminal assizes opened 
on Tuesday at the 
Theodore Hobson QC 
Building Charlestown, 
with a total of eleven 
cases listed but only 
four scheduled to be 
heard.

Persons charged with 
rape, kidnapping, at-
tempted murder, pos-
session of a firearm, 
murder, robbery, man-
slaughter and mali-
cious setting of fire 
were before Justice 
Ermin Moise, the resi-
dent judge in Nevis, on 
Tuesday. Four of them 
will go before a jury this 
month.

These assizes will wrap 
up all high court crimi-
nal cases for the year in 
Nevis. They are heard 
twice a year, in April 
and November.

The first case set to be 
heard on Monday is that 
of Shakel Campbell. 
He was charged in 
2017 for the robbery 
of S.L Horsford. The 
prosecution will bring 
forward nine witnesses.  

Campbell is represented 
by defence attorney 
Chesley Hamilton.

One week later, 
Lawvington Forbes will 
face judge and jury. He 
has been charged with 
the 2016 murder of 
Vincey Ferlance. The 
incident took place on 
April 16 of that year. 
Forbes is accused of fa-
tally shooting Ferlance 
at a popular beach bar. 
Thirteen witnesses are 
expected to testify for 
the prosecution. Forbes 
is represented by de-
fence attorney Patrice 
Nisbett.

On November 25, 
Lawton Forbes will 
face judge and jury. He 
was charged in 2016 
with attempted murder, 
wounding with intent, 
possession of firearm 
and possession with 
ammunition. Forbes 
is accused of shooting 
Darnell Morton who 
was sitting in his vehicle 
on Hunkins Drive the 
night of the event. Ten 
witnesses are sched-
uled to testify for the 
prosecution. Forbes is 
represented by Chesley 
Hamilton.

The last case scheduled 
to be heard as part of 
the November assizes 
involves a rape and kid-
napping incident. This 
case has been traversed 
from previous assizes. 
Seven witnesses are 
scheduled to testify for 
the prosecution.

On December 12, at-
torneys will report on 
Akeem Foster who was 
charged with burglary 
and robbery

Other cases that have 
been traversed are 
Loston Allan Nisbett, 
who was charged with 
possession of a fire-
arm, Sherman Sinclair 
who was charged with 
unlawful and mali-
cious setting of fire, 
Kemo Sancho who was 
charged with wounding 
with intent and unlaw-
ful wounding, Kereece 
Archibald charged 
with larceny, Augustus 
Freeman charged with 
manslaughter and 
Alston Phillip who was 
charged with murder.

No accused has pleaded 
to their charges as yet.

Murder, robbery and 
rape, on the docket for 

November assizes

Four of 11 cases to be heard 
during Nevis assizes

The High Court in Nevis, where the November 
 assizes are being held
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By Monique Washington 

Emergency remedial 
repairs are currently 
being undertaken at the 
Charlestown Primary 
School as a leaky roof 
and bats have become a 
major problem to teach-
ers and students.

Premier of Nevis Mark 

Brantley visited the 
school after concerns 
were expressed by the 
staff at the school about 
the ageing infrastruc-
ture there. 

“The problems at the 
Charlestown Primary 
School are some issues 
with leaks, issues with 
some areas of the roof 

wasn’t sealed properly, 
we have bats that are 
coming in some areas 
of the roof. So these are 
things that we feel can 
be fixed,” he said.
He noted that the situa-
tion was looked at by the 
Education Department 
maintenance team and 
remedial work should 
have begun this past 
week.

When questioned by 
the Observer as to why 
the situation was not 
addressed at the same 
time the staff room at 
the school was being 
rehabilitated earlier this 
year, Brantley said that 
they had no time.

“School closes in June 
and reopens the first 
week of September, 
that’s eight weeks. That 
is not enough time to 
complete construction. 
Charlestown Primary 
School is the largest pri-
mary school on Nevis. 
It would be impossible 
to do all the work that 
needs to be done at 
Charlestown primary 
unless we are going to 
relocate the students 
somewhere else . Where 
would we relocate them 
too?” he said.

Brantley noted that any 
construction work done 
at any school which 
begin during school 
breaks will have to 
continue when school 
reopens. He said the 
government has gotten 
backlash previously 
for having construc-
tion done while school 
is on.

“Each year this gov-
ernment tries to do 
some remedial work 
at the schools. Some 
works have been just 
that, remedial works, 
others have been major 
works, and every year 
we have gotten abused 
because we didn’t fin-
ish the work on time,” 
said Brantley.

“We only have an eight 
week or thereabout 
window. It’s a no-win 
situation and we can 
just do the best we 
can,” he said.

Bats and  
water 
 cause  
government  
to do work at CPS

it would be  

impossible to do 
all the work that needs 
to be done at Charles-
town primary unless  
we are going to  
relocate the students 
somewhere else.  
Where would we  
relocate them too”

Nevis Premier Mark Brantley has promised work would be done at Charlestown Primary 
School to address problems with a leaky roof and bats.
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Cops bust 300lbs of  
cocaine in Sandy Point

By Loshaun Dixon and  
Petra Mc Sheene

Almost 300 pounds of cocaine were 
seized following a search carried out 
on a yacht that ran aground on Sunday 
in Pump Bay in Sandy Point in what 
is one of the largest drug busts in the 
Federation’s history.

Police said the find was made aboard 
the vessel after it was taken to the Coast 
Guard base and searched by members 
of the security forces on Monday.

Over 120 packages of cocaine had been 
discovered with an estimated street 
value of EC $12 million.

The Observer visited the Pump Bay 
area and spoke with a local man who 
said that he saw the blue and white ves-
sel on Sunday. He told the Observer 
that he saw someone on the vessel drop 
a package onto a dinghy before leaving 
via the sea to the east.

He said later on Sunday evening the 
Coast Guard came and left the yacht 
before returning on the following day 
to the scene. 

The police said that the find was only 
possible because of members of the 
public tipping off security officials after 
seeing something out-of-the-norm.

“A joint response was made following 
a report that a yacht had run aground 
at Pump Bay, Sandy Point,” said the 
police. 

Assistant Commissioner of Police with 
responsibility for Operations Adolph 
Adams has described the seizure one 
of the largest ever in the history of the 
Federation and was the result of the 
work of many in the security forces.

“I would like to commend our officers 
in the Anti-Narcotics Unit, the Special 
Services Unit (SSU), Customs, and the 
Defense Force and Coast Guard for 
their courageous effort in effecting this 
operation.”

He hailed the people of Sandy Point for 
coming to the police with the informa-
tion they had.

“We have to be relentless and aggres-
sive in protecting our borders as best as 
we can. We have to thank the members 
of the Sandy Point community for be-
ing forthcoming with the information 
that led to the seizure which I am told 
is one of the largest cocaine busts in the 
Federation.” 

He added that a suspect is at large and is 
being sought by the police as investiga-
tions into this matter are ongoing. 

“Anyone having any useful informa-
tion in relation to this matter are asked 
to call anonymously,” Adams said.

Persons with information can contact 
the Sandy Point Police Station at 465-
6261, their nearest Police Station of the 
crime hotline at 707.

“We have to be relentless and aggressive in 
protecting our borders as best as we can. We 
have to thank the members of the Sandy Point 
community for being forthcoming with the 
information that led to the seizure which i am 
told is one of the largest cocaine busts in the 
federation.”

: Police discovered 300lbs of cocaine on Monday on a yacht that had 
run aground in Pump Bay. It is believed to be one of the largest drug 
busts in the Federation’s history.

Community hailed after $12mdrug bust in Pump Bay 
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By Kenichi Serino 

A new development 
in Christophe Harbour 
opening Friday will be 
built with the most local 
labour of any property 
in the Federation geared 
towards tourists, ac-
cording to the business-
man behind the project.

Developer Nuri Katz 
told the Observer 
that Orange Grove 
Villas, which will en-
tail 45 houses built in 
Christophe Harbour, 
will be designed and 
built by locals to St. Kitts 
and Nevis and bring 
more economic ben-
efits to the Federation 
than other Citizenship 

By Investment property 
projects.

“Throughout the 
Caribbean, there’s a lot 
of construction going 
on that is supposed to 
raise the status of life of 
the population both by 
building hotels for tour-
ists and villas for tour-
ists to come,” said Katz.

“But in most of the de-
velopments, not only 
in St Kitts and not only 
in Christophe Harbour, 
much of the work be-
ing done on the actual 
properties is done by 
foreigners.”

Katz said that he be-
lieved that many de-
velopers are reluctant 
to use local labour and 
admitted that it was 

an assumption that he 
had once shared when 
he and his partners 
were building the first 
phase of Orange Grove 
Villas.

“Most of the develop-
ers just don’t seem to 
trust the locals,” said 
Katz. “Maybe they 
think they’re not ex-
perienced enough to 
do high-end quality 
work.”

“In all honesty, in the 
beginning, we were 
feeling the same way, 
our architect was 

American, our engi-
neer was American, our 
interior designer was 
American,” said Katz.

However, after the first 
five villas were built, 
Katz began to reconsid-
er his assumptions and 
decided to bring in more 
local talent for the next 
part of the development.

“After we built our first 

phase we said ‘okay 
its good quality, its a 
good house but it looks 
kind of like we’re in 
Florida,” said Katz.

Katz is a citizen of St. 
Kitts and Nevis through 
the CBI programme and 
is the founder of inter-
national financial advi-
sory firm Apex Capital 
Partners. He said he 
first became a citizen of 
the Federation 10 years 
ago.

“I felt that I have to do 
something that will re-
ally enhance the local 

economy,” said Katz. 
“I know the country, I 
know the people, I trust 
them. Why not have it 
done locally.”

Katz said that his local 
team includes the archi-
tects, contractors, inte-
rior designers as well as 
workmen. So far they 
have completed three 
villas in addition to the 
original five and are 

starting work on another 
three. The building site 
has about 25 workers on 
any given day. 

“Everybody from be-
ginning to end was lo-
cal,” said Katz. 

However, Katz said that 
it was not less expen-
sive to hire local labour, 
mostly because of the 
ease of getting labour 
from places in Asia or 
other islands.

local design, 
local work for 
Christophe 
villas

“in most of the [Caribbean] develop-
ments, not only in St Kitts and not 
only in Christophe Harbour, much 
of the work being done on the actu-
al properties is done by foreigners.”

New development sourced from local knowhow: Developer
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“We didn’t save any-
thing, we spent more 
actually. But we felt a 
part of the whole spirit 
of the development 
would be enhanced by it 
being done locally and 
so we decided to try and 
source as much as pos-
sible [locally],” Katz 
said.

Katz is sitting in one 
of the villas that was 
built with local labour. 
Nearly complete, it 

had already been sold 
to a Canadian for US 
$1.5-million before it 
was built, though Katz 
complains that in retro-
spect he could have got-
ten more having seen 
the finished product.
He leans forward and 
points to a wooden cof-
fee table:

“This table is designed 
and built by a person in 
Nevis who also did the 
mirrors. And it’s beau-
tiful and it’s Caribbean 

and its St. Kitts and 
its not Florida, it’s not 
America, it’s here and I 
think our clients would 
like that.”

“They’re looking for 
authentic. It has a more 
authentic feel and it is 
more authentic.”

But the authenticity has 
come at some cost. In 
addition to the extra la-
bour costs, finding local 
suppliers took some ad-

ditional effort. 

“It’s been a challenge, 
it’s taken a little bit lon-
ger than we expected it 
to take. It always takes 
a lot longer than you ex-
pect,” said Katz.

Katz said he is count-
ing on the extra effort 
paying off in the end 
with purchases willing 
to pay a premium for 
authenticity.

But while Orange Grove 
Villas may be more 

authentic it may not be 
practical for larger de-
velopments. Katz at the 
moment is building only 
a few villas at a time 
and sourcing labour and 
local items is easier for 
six houses than the hun-
dreds of rooms a hotel 
development.

“There are a lot of limi-
tations, and luckily 
we’re small enough to 
get around them. We’re 
also going slowly,” said 

Katz.

“Because we’re restrict-
ed by the labour and 
such, we can only build 
a few at a time.”

Katz said he and his 
partners have invested 
US $15 million into 
Orange Grove Villas so 
far and have sold six of 
eight of the villas. They 
are in negotiations to 
sell the two currently.

“Throughout the Caribbean, there’s 
a lot of construction going on that 
is supposed to raise the status of 
life of the population

Orange Grove Villas developer Nuri Katz says 
his project has the most local labour input as 
any development built for visitors to St. Kitts.

Local workers complete work on one of the 
villas in Orange Grove which are expected to 
sell for $1.5 million to $2 million each.
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National Carnival Talented Teen 
 2018-2019  
Holds  
5KM Walk 

Promoting Good 
Health & Healthy 

Habits

National Carnival Talented Teen 2018-2019 Avanya 
Richards of Cayon High School

Continued on next page
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National Carnival Talented Teen 2018-2019 Avanya Richards 
with mother, father, stepmother and brother

“This walk was held to  
promote better health 

and health habits.”

“I think that this was a very good 
initiative by our Miss Cayon High 
School and Miss Talented Teen. A 
lot of students and family members 
came out to show their support. 
This is something that the country 
has been pushing about health and 
wellness and I’m happy to see Miss 
Richards take up the initiative and 
I’m hoping that we’ll be able to do 
some more of this at some point.”

Dr Terrence Drew was also present 

and commended Richards for organ-
ising the walk.

“I want to congratulate the reigning 
Miss National Carnival Talented 
Teen from Cayon High School, Miss 
Avanya Richards. What she has done 
today is really a showing of true 
leadership.”

“I’m a medical doctor and I know 
how important it is to live a healthy 
lifestyle,” said Drew. 

Supporters of walk
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By Monique Washington 

The Ivor Walters 
Primary School has 
received US$1,200 
in prizes last week 
for winning the Ross 
University of Veterinary 
Science Lab Week 2019 
Science Fair held ear-
lier this year.

Ivor Walters was the 
only school from Nevis 
that entered the compe-
tition held on April 24 
which was open to all 
primary schools in the 
Federation. The school 
was represented by 
Nevroy Manners and 
Lythe Browne. 

Their project, 
Geothermal Energy 
under the Theme: 
‘Light Your World With 

Geothermal’ won in the 
Renewable Energy cat-
egory and placed first 
overall, beating all the 
other schools present.

On Friday, Permanent 
Secretary in Education 
Kevin Barret con-
gratulated the stu-
dents and teachers of 
the school for their 
accomplishments.

“You have done excep-
tionally well. And when 
you do well we believe 
that you deserve what-
ever reward you get. 
Indeed, you have a 
whole table full of sci-
ence equipment and 
resources. All of you 
will benefit from Ross 
University’s prizes,” he 
said.

Barret lauded Ross 
University for contrib-
uting to the education 
on the youths on the 
island. 

Representatives from 
Ross University handed 
over science equipment 
which included micro-
scopes, chemistry sets, 
magnifying glasses, 
Newton’s cradle, a 
printer amongst other 
items.

Ross University se-
nior lab technician 
Patrice Bernier told 
the Observer that the 
prizes were decided af-
ter the fair in April. Ivor 
Walters officials told 
Ross what their needs 
were for their science 
department

ivor Walters Primary  
receives US$1,200 in 

prizes
ross University hands win 

to school

From left to right: Principal of the Ivor Walters school Janice 
Richards, Nevroy Manners and Lythe Browne, teacher Shevonne 

Lowe and Ross University lab technician Kandita Chapman
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“Our purpose for these 

events is to encourage the 

minds of young scientists 

and to inspire them to go 

into the field of science”

and the university pro-
vided them as prizes. 

Bernier said that this 
year’s event was the 
first sustainable devel-
opment science fair.

“Our purpose for these 
events is to encourage 
the minds of young 
scientists and to inspire 
them to go into the field 
of science. We want 
them to become our fu-
ture doctors, nurses, lab 
technicians, ultrasound 
technicians, x-ray 

technicians, dentists, 
so much they can do in 
the science field,” said 
Bernier.

“So, we are just here to 
encourage them and to 
give whatever resources 
we can to the schools to 
encourage that growth 
in them.”

Bernier urged oth-
er schools in the 
Federation to enter the 
next competition Ross 
University hosts. 

“We want to encourage 
all schools across the 
Federation to partici-
pate in our upcoming 
events next year,” she 
said.

Browne and Manners 
received their winnings 
of cash EC$325 in 
April while their school 
received US$600 for 
placing first in the 
competition.
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The four Police Officers 
from the Federation 
who were assisting 
with security and re-
covery efforts in The 
Commonwealth of the 
Bahamas returned home 
on a Regional Security 
System (RSS) aircraft 
on Sunday. 

They were met at the 
Robert L. Bradshaw 
International Airport 
by Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, Commissioner 
of Police Hilroy 
Brandy and Assistant 
Commissioner of Police 
with responsibility for 
Operations, Adolph 
Adams.

“You were the first 
to have been chosen. 
Initially it should have 
been a three-week as-
signment. I gather 
that overtime that was 
extended and you vol-
unteered to be there. 

I want to say a special 
thank you on behalf of 
the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and on be-
half of the people of the 
region for the sterling 
service that you ren-
dered,” Prime Minister 
Harris told the officers 
who were asked to re-
main beyond their ini-
tial three-week rotation 
in The Bahamas.

The contingent left the 
Federation on Sept. 20, 
was led by Sergeant 
Ray Gordon and includ-
ed Officers Chad Cuffy, 
Otis Stevens and Victor 
Nicholas. They formed 
part of a larger response 
that was coordinated 
by the RSS among its 
member states follow-
ing a request for assis-
tance from the territory 
which was devastated 
by Hurricane Dorian.

 

“I’m very happy 
that you went to The 
Bahamas to serve. It 
shows that you have 

dedication, and it shows 
that you have empa-
thy…from all reports 
you did an excellent 
job in The Bahamas,” 
Commissioner Brandy 
said.

 

“Not much of us can do 
that — being away from 
your family, being away 
from your loved ones 
— and I know that you 
did a good job from all 
reports and so I want to 
take the opportunity to 
thank you and welcome 
you back,” ACP Adams 
added,

 

Speaking on behalf of 
the group, Sergeant 
Gordon said it was a 
pleasure serving the 
people of The Bahamas 
during the six-week pe-
riod and added that “our 
hearts…go out to them 
during the recovery ef-
forts that are going on 
now.”

Police Officers 
return from 

Bahamas 
Mission
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A two-Fingerprint Crime 
Scene Workshop is com-
menced Monday at the 
Police Training School 
as part of continued 
training for members 
of staff in the Forensics 
Department to fur-
ther develop skills and 
knowledge in fingerprint 
analysis. 

The course will conclude 
Nov. 15, and covers 
fingerprint patterns and 
premises, note taking 
and proper documenta-
tion, digital capture and 
fingerprint, as well as 
crime scene processing. 
The participants will also 
have practical sessions 
at the Forensics Lab in 
Tabernacle.  

“For the next two weeks 
you will be focused on 
the area of fingerprints 
where the records show 
some gaps exists…we 
are seeking to close the 
gap so at the end of the 
day your all-around ef-
forts can be more robust,” 
Assistant Commissioner 
with responsibility for 
the Crime Directorate, 

Andre Mitchell, said. “I 
want to wish you every 
success in your training 
and urge that you give it 
your fullest attention and 
commitment…pay full 
attention to what will be 
disseminated so that the 
end of the day your skills 
will be sharpened and 
your knowledge based 
improved.”

He also thanked 
Inspector Elvis Cordice, 
from The Royal Antigua 
and Barbuda Police 
force, for taking time to 
facilitate the course.

“Policing now has 
stepped up, it is no lon-
ger the old-time method 
alone. It has to be merged 
with technology and 

in order for us to fight 
crime, we have to work 
as a team,” Director of 
Forensics, Latoya Lake-
Marshall, said in thank-
ing Inspector Cordice 
and the High Command 
for making the course 
possible.    

Fingerprint Workshop aims to 
Sharpen Crime Scene Technician 
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