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Police officers encouraged 
to strive for success

By Monique Washington

Former educator 
Perlivan Wilkin has 
encouraged mem-
bers of the Royal St 
.Christopher and Nevis 
Police force Nevis 
Division to strive for 
success in their life and 
in policing,while using 
failures as a springboard 
to future success.

Wilkin gave the featured 
remarks Wednesday 
(January  3) at the annu-
al New Year Celebration 
Service of the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force at 
the Charlestown Police 
Station’s Recreational 
Room . 

In attendance was 
the Premier of Nevis 
Hon Mark Brantley, 
Commissioner of Police 
Ian Queely, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
Hilroy Brandy and other 
members of the police 
force.

Wilkin told the of-
ficers that the com-
munity needs to see a 
successful police force, 
one that they can trust.  

“Everyone knows what 
success means. For 
some it will be a job for 
others it may be reward 
and recognition. The 
Oxford Dictionary de-
fines success as  ‘The ac-
complishment of an aim 
or purpose...the attain-
ment of fame, wealth, or 
social status. A person 
or thing that achieves 
desired aims or at-
tains fame, wealth, etc. 
’What is your purpose 
in life?” he asked.

Continuing Wilkin said 
that if they wanted to 
be successful in life 
they would  need to 
discover a sense of 
purpose and set achiev-
able goals. 

“Makes no sense set-
ting goals you know 
you won’t achieve. It 
will frustrate yourself 
and put yourself under 
pressure. The setting 
of quality personal, 
career goals will help 
to positively shape your 
life for better. But you 
have to be prepared to 
work hard to sacrifice, 
invest time and to be 
persistent in order to 
obtain desired results,” 

he said.

He said that one will 
only become as suc-
cessful and as good as 
the goals they have set 
for themselves.

“If you are to experi-
ence genuine success in 
life you have to embrace 
integrity. To many per-
sons they work hard on 
their image or how they 
look. But leave their 
integrity undone. You 
must always remember, 
your image is what you 
think you are but your 
integrity is who you are 

as a person,” he said .

He urged officers to de-
velop self-confidence 
, self-esteem, and self-
worth. “You must stand 
up for values and eth-
ics in your daily life 
, you must learn to 
pray,  meditate and ask 
god to give you strength 
to accept, endure and 
triumph over hardship.”

Wilkin said that failure 
is not a reason to stop 
trying as failure pro-
vides another opportu-
nity to enjoy success. 
“So see failure as an 

opportunity to succeed” 

“There may be oc-
casional failures but 
please remember the 
police is not finished 
when he experiences 
minor defeat. He is only 
finished when he quits. 
Failure does not mean 
you will never make it, 
it simply means it will 
only take a little bit 
longer to achieve you 
goals. Stay on course 
you are disdain for suc-
cess,” he said.

Also speaking briefly 
at the ceremony was 

Premier Mark Brantley. 
He pledged the 
Governments commit-
ment to the police that 
we will be a genuine 
partner.

 “We will ensure that we 
make things as comfort-
able as we can for you 
but we also ask that you 
give us the necessary 
effort that is required 
to ensure that St. Kitts 
and Nevis remains one 
of the safest places to 
live and work and to do 
business,” he said.

Premier HonMark BrantleyCommissioner Ian Queeley

Section of audienceMr Pearlievan Wilkin
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Law enforcement budget to be doubled
By Monique Washington 

In an effort fi ght 
crime the Nevis Island 
Government will 
double its budgetary 
support for the po-
lice offi cers residing 
on Nevis, the Premier 
Hon Mark Brantley an-
nounced during his fi rst 
New Years Eve address 
December 31 

List 25, an online site 
has named Nevis along 
with her twin island St 
Kitts as the ninth of 25 
countries with the high-
est murder rate. 

It states that Saint Kitts 
and Nevis “is the small-
est sovereign state in 
the Americas, in both 
area and population. 
But even among those 
50,000 people who live 
in this tiny country, 
there is a signifi cant 
number of those who 
obviously don’t mind 
killing others. With an 
average rate of 33.6 
homicides per 100,000 
people, Saint Kitts and 
Nevis ranked ninth.” 
But regionally, accord-
ing to 2015 statistics it 
has the third highest in 
the Caribbean behind 

USVI and Jamaica.

Premier Brantley 
said that in 2018, his 
Administration will 
continue our protracted 
struggle against the 
scourge of crime and 
violence and pledges to 

redouble its efforts in 
fi ghting crime. 
“We will com-
mence shortly with 
the construction of 
the Newcastle Police 
Station. We will double 
our budgetary support 
for the Police Offi cers 
residing on Nevis and 
we will ensure, that 
these offi cers have 
proper access to training 
and are equipped with 
modern crime fi ghting 
tools,” he said.

“My fellow Cabinet 
Members and I, wish to 
make it quite clear that 
we abhor and deplore all 
acts of violence, be it in 
the home or in our com-
munities. There should 
be no ambivalence to 
crime and to criminals 
and they should have no 
safe haven or respite.”

Brantley pointed out 
that a number of persons 
lost their loved ones due 
to gun violence but per-
sons must “never allow 
the miasma of crime 
to overwhelm us, nor 
should we become si-
lent accomplices behind 
closed doors.”

“Crime, as we know, 
is a social problem and 
fi ghting crime requires 
and demands the ef-
forts of the entire com-
munity and the resolve 
of our entire Nation. 
Crime retards and im-
pedes a country’s eco-
nomic prospects. Its 

socio-economic impact 
upon a country can be 
debilitating and devas-
tating. Resources that 
should be used for the 
sustainable develop-
ment of a country, often 
have to be diverted in 
order to fi ght crime.”
He highlighted the 
negative impact crime 
will have on the island’s 
economy as it will im-
pact the Tourism sector.

“Crime and good so-
cial order cannot co-
exist, particularly in an 
economy like ours that 
is heavily dependent on 
tourism. Make no mis-
take, crime represents 
an existential threat to 
our tourism industry, 
our economy and our 
very way of life.”

Brantley said that the 
youth will be targeted to 
devise structures which 
will engender positive 
beliefs and values in 
them.

“This task will require 
the unprecedented ef-
forts of all major insti-
tutions - the family, the 
schools, the church and 
all other community 
organizations. In the 
year ahead, you can be 
confi dent that the Nevis 
Island Administration 
will leave no stone un-
turned nor any chapters 
unread, in slaying the 
dragon of crime and 
violence,” he said

Premier Hon Mark Brantley
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Best Wishes
There is a video circulating on social media featuring a clock face with 
all the ills and disappointment of 2017.  As the video runs, these nega-
tives are replaced with positive virtues for 2018.  We are certain that 
these virtues reflect what we all want for ourselves and for our loved 
ones for the new year.

Yet these same wishes beg the question: what are we prepared to give 
up, to sacrifice, if you will to ensure that our year is bright, healthy, suc-
cessful, prosperous, peaceful, exciting, loving, calm, positive, beautiful 
and hopeful?

Are we prepared to give 100% effort at work? Are we prepared to be 
kind to one another? Are we prepared to tell what we see in order to help 
abate crime? Are the politicians really committed to serve others and not 
just themselves? Are we prepared to forgive and even to forget? Are we 
prepared, as in the hymn by Theodore Monod, to transition from a state 
of “all of self and none of thee” to one of “none of self and all of thee”? 
Are we really, really, prepared to put “country above self?”

No doubt 2018 will be challenging for many of us.  It’s the nature of 
things. Nothing worth having comes easily.  Similarly, no good deed 
goes unpunished and the reward for hard work is more hard work.  Once 
we accept these altruisms, and we develop friendships that we can rely 
on, then we can cope with most things that life throws at us.  Remain 
confident that these, too, will pass because only a few things are forever!

We know that the world is moving at warped speed, sometimes for bet-
ter and sometimes we make it worse. There is little inherently good or 
bad – everything has its place on the good and on the bad side.  It is up 
to us to know the difference and to do it.

Therefore, we encourage all to “do all the good we can for as long as we 
can to as many as we can”; and good will follow us all in 2018.  We can 
change the world, one act at a time.

The Observer offers wishes for a prosperous 2018 to all. May we enjoy 
all our successes and successfully cope with all our failures!

EDITORIAL

EASTERN CARIBBEAN CENTRAL BANK    

V A C A N C Y - Legal Officer II 
 
The Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB) headquartered in Basseterre, St Kitts is the 

Monetary Authority for the eight member territories of the Eastern Caribbean Currency Union 

(ECCU).   

 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified citizens of the member territories of the 

Eastern Caribbean Currency Union (ECCU) for the post of Legal Officer II with our Legal 

Services Department.  The Legal Services Department is responsible for providing legal 

services and advice to the bank.  The successful candidate will be hired initially on a two (2) 

year contractual engagement with the opportunity to renew or transfer to the permanent 

establishment based on performance.  All applicants must complete the ECCB Employment 

application form which is available on the ECCB’s Website (www.eccb-centralbank.org) or at 

the ECCB’s Office in the respective territories.   

 

REQUIREMENTS  

Applicants must have:  

• A Bachelor of Laws Degree 

• A Legal Education Certificate or equivalent 

• Master of Laws in Legislative Drafting 

• A minimum of three (3) years working experience in the legal field including experience 

as a legislative draftsperson. Strong analytical skills and research techniques 

• Excellent writing, oral, and other communication skills 

• The ability to work efficiently in a team 

• Working knowledge of computerised business applications such as Microsoft Word and 

Microsoft Excel 

 

POSITION SUMMARY 

A primary function of the position is the drafting of financial legislation. 

 
The selected candidate will be directly responsible to the Director / Deputy Director, Legal 

Services Department, for the proper performance of his/her duties, which will include: 

 

1. Provide general legal advice to the Bank in the exercise of its functions under the 

Eastern Caribbean Central Bank Agreement and the Banking Act. 

 

2. Providing legal opinions on various banking matters. 

 

3. Draft and Vet Contracts and other legal documents 

 

4. Drafting of legislation 

 

5. Interpreting and reviewing Financial Legislation, identifying gaps and areas requiring 

amendment or new legislation. 

 

6. Researching and analyzing law sources such as statutes, recorded judicial decisions, 

legal articles’ treaties, constitutions, and legal code to prepare documents such as 

contracts, and draft amendments to laws. 

 

7. Other related duties as assigned 

 

Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience. 

 

The Employment Application Form must be accompanied by the following documents: 

• Curriculum vitae 

• Two (2) recent original letters of reference 

• Certified copies of all certificates 

• Official transcripts  

• A recent original or certified copy of Criminal record/Police certificate of character 

 

The application with supporting documents may also be submitted to: 

     

Legal Officer II Employment Application  

Human Resource Department 

Eastern Caribbean Central Ban 

P O Box 89 

Bird Rock 

BASSETERRE 

St Kitts 

 

Deadline for applications: No later than 12 January 2018 

 

Note: 

1. Only candidates shortlisted for the selection process will be contacted; 

  2. Shortlisted candidates will be required to undertake various assessments; 
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Parry to step down as leader
By Monique Washington 

The leader of the Nevis 
Reformation Party NRP, 
Hon Joseph Parry has 
made known to the pub-
lic his intention to step 
down as leader within 
the next few weeks. He 
made the announcement 
Sunday (December 31) 
during his New Years 
address on behalf of the 
NRP.

“Let me make clear 
what my intention is. 
My intention over the 
next few weeks is to 
step down as leader of 

the Nevis Reformation 
Party. It is important 
that I give that party the 
opportunity to organize 
their transition period 
so that we can have a 
smooth movement from 
the present situation to 
one that will strengthen 
the party for the future,” 
Parry said.

Parry however did 
not inform who the 
new leader would be. 
Party nominee Hensley 
Daniel previously told 
the Observer that the 
recommendations for 
Party leader  will come 
from the constituencies 
and then they will be 
endorsed by the General 
Counsel then approved 
by the Executive. 

Parry said that he was 
“proud” of the efforts 
made by his party dur-
ing the January 18 
Nevis Island Assembly 
Elections. His party, 
however, was able to 
secure only one of five 
seats during the election 
losing to the Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
(CCM.). 

Parry had some words 
of advice for the new 
Premier Hon Mark 
Brantley. “I want to 
congratulate the CCM 
and the Hon Mark 
Brantley and to  you I 
say, be humble in victo-
ry. I myself have always 

embrace humility and 
I understood that I am 
a servant of the people 
and when the time 
comes to move aside I 
must move aside with a 
smile,” he said.

Parry said that after 
more than 38 years in 
public service “it is now 
time for me to refresh 
myself and move in an-
other direction and pass 
the baton on.”

“But I can assure you 
the people of Nevis and 
all the young people out 
there that I would advise 
and assist in any way 
that I can. I am pleased 
with my 30 years in the 
public interest and my 
30 years in public ser-
vice. I can walk away 
when the time comes 
with a smile on my face 
and with the full knowl-
edge that my character   
and my integrity are 
fully maintained.” 

Parry said that the NRP 
will not stand in the 
way of development in 
any way but “certainly 
it is our business and 
our responsibility to 
ensure that if anything 
is wrong, that we point 
it out and also that we 
suggest alternatives that 
we would have pursued 
and that we think should 
be pursued in the inter-
est of the country.”

RESULTS 

  NEVIS ISLAND ASSEMBLY  

ELECTIONS 2017 

 

ELECTED CANDIDATES 
 

 

THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY NOTIFIED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE PROVISION OF SECTION 91(2) OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

ELECTIONS ACT (CAP 2.01), THAT THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FIVE 

(5) ELECTORAL DISTRICTS WHO WERE ELECTED TO SERVE IN THE 

NEVIS ISLAND ASSEMBLY, AS A RESULT OF THE NEVIS ISLAND 

ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS HELD ON MONDAY 18
TH

 DECEMBER 2017 ARE AS 

FOLLOWS:  

 

NEVIS (1)    BRAND, SPENCER 

CONCERNED CITIZENS MOVEMENT 

PARISH OF ST. PAULS,  

CHARLESTOWN 

 

NEVIS (2)     BRANTLEY, MARK A. G. 

     CONCERNED CITIZENS MOVEMENT 

PARISH OF ST. JOHN, 

FIG TREE 

 

NEVIS (3)     EVELYN, ERIC 

CONCERNED CITIZENS MOVEMENT  

PARISH OF ST. GEORGE,  

GINGERLAND 

 

NEVIS (4)     JEFFERS, ALEXIS 

CONCERNED CITIZENS MOVEMENT 

PARISH OF ST. JAMES,  

WINDWARD  

 

NEVIS (5)     PARRY, JOSEPH  

NEVIS REFORMATION PARTY 

PARISH OF ST. THOMAS,  

LOWLAND 

 

Elvin Bailey, 

Supervisor of Elections, 

December 19
th

 2017 

The leader of the Nevis Reformation Party NRP, Hon Joseph Parry
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Carnival ends 
with Grand Parade 

and Last Lap
By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre was filled 
with colour and splen-
dour New Year Monday 
as thousands of revel-
lers dressed up in their 
costumes from the six 
mas camps on show dur-
ing the Grand Carnival 
Parade which brought 
the annual Carnival 
event to a close.

The six mas camps were 
Kitti-Vincee Artisans, 
Solid SKB mas camp, 
Phunn Vybz, DFX, 
Fun Teenz and Ultra 
Carnival. All the mas 
camps were well repre-
sented though Ultra and 
Phunn Vybz were much 
larger than the others.

The troupes were sup-
ported by music from 
the DJs and Jam Bands 
as they wound their way 
through the streets of 
Basseterre. Their aim 
was to wow the judges 
and the thousands who 
lined the streets brav-
ing the baking hot 
Caribbean sun.

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Culture 
Hon. Shawn Richards 
found time to let down 
his hair and enjoy the 
festivities forming part 
of the Phunn Vybz 
troupe. The troupes also 
made an appearance at 
Warner Park to perform 
on stage at the final 
judging point for the 
mas camps.

History was made in 
the Senior Calypso 
Monarch finals, when 
for the first time in 46 
years a female captured 
that title when Miss 
Independent won the 
nod of the judges with 
her renditions of “Where 
is the Leadership” and 
“It taste de same”.

However, at the end of 
the day Ultra Carnival 
with their “A Wanderers 
Dream” won most of 

the awards dancing 
away capturing the Best 
Troupe Award, Largest 
Troupe, Most Punctual 
Troupe as well as King 
and Queen of the Bands 
with their Viva Mexico 
and Queen Poinciana 
portrayals.

The Troupes came back 
on the road Tuesday for 
the Last Lap Jam and 
final celebrations as the 
carnival festivities drew 
to a close.

Winning the Road 
March  was the”Drop 
the Puppy” song from 
the Small Axe Band, 
giving that group its 
fifth Road March title in 
the past six years 

Speaking to media per-
sonnel during the Grand 
Carnival Parade Deputy 
Prime Minister Shawn 
Richards indicated that 
he was pleased with 
the organization of the 
parade. “As far as I am 
concerned, the parade 
got off to a late start, 
other than that, the pa-
rade has been good, 
I have been enjoying 
it…,” he said.

Commenting on the new 

initiative of heading to 
Warner Park and have 
each troupe perform-
ing on stage Richards 
stated that he thought 
there were some logis-
tical issues that would 
be worked out in the 
future.

“Going forward it is for 
the Carnival Committee 
to learn from this and 
make the necessary 
adjustments.”

Richards also spoke to 
how he enjoyed partici-
pating in the Parade on 
Monday. “I think it has 
been a good experience. 
As I said from the start, 
I am enjoying Carnival. 
Carnival is about all of 
us, and you can only 
really enjoy Carnival if 
you get in the mix and 
participate.”

Other winners from 
Sugar Mas were 
Shanniqua Lanns who 
is the new National 
Carnival Queen, after 
she defeated five other 
delegates in that pag-
eant. Egyptian Devils 
was also announced as 
the winners of the best 
Jouvert Troupe Award.
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Reduction in Violent Crime Priority 
as PM Harris Highlights 2018 Goals

By Loshaun Dixon

A reduction in violent crime has been 
cited by Prime Minister Dr. Timlothy 
Harris as a major goal of his govern-
ment for 2018.

The Federation recorded 23 homi-
cides in 2017 which was down from 
the 31 in 2016 but PM Harris is aim-
ing for better in 2018 as highlighted 
in his new years address.

“In 2018, we will invest a record $75 
million, the highest budgetary alloca-
tion to national safety and security. We 
expect that we will achieve a greater 
peace dividend. I commend the se-
curity services for their successes in 
2017, to with a significant reduction 
in homicides and several other major 
crimes, said PM Harris who is also 
Minister of National Security.

He further challenged the High 
Command of the Police to ensure that 
the violent crimes trend downwards 
in 2018. “My advice to the High 
Command is that 2018 must witness 
a further significant reduction in vio-
lent crimes and in all crimes in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.”

The Prime Minister, however, indicat-
ed that the security forces will receive 
the backing of a forensics lab and 
other infrastructure improvements. 
“In 2018, we will deliver a state-of-
the-art forensics lab, new coastguard 
facilities, and upgraded facilities for 
our police and fire officers, phase 2 of 
the CCTV programme and enhanced 
social interventions.”

He also noted that in 2017 they in-
augurated two Police Youth Clubs – 
MOLPHIL and Shadwell Explorers 
and is looking at expanding with sim-
ilar groups in St. Pauls, Cayon, Sandy 

Point and in Cotton Ground in 2018. 

“We will protect our children, our 
future, from the scourge of violent 
crimes in particular. We are nurturing 
a better relationship with our Police 
and the Communities.  Our people 
yearned for pervasive peace.  We are 
consecrating our Country’s future.”

Dr. Harris also spoke to other tar-
gets that they are aiming to achieve 
in 2018 with Integrity in Public Life 
legislation on the agenda.

“In 2018, we will deliver on our good 
governance agenda – Integrity in 
Public Life will be buttressed with 
Freedom of Information and Data 
Protection Legislation along with 
constitutional amendments for the 
restriction on the tenure of Prime 
Ministers,” he said.

Dr. Harris announced his administra-
tion is also targeting to make St. Kitts 
and Nevis the lowest tax jurisdiction 
in the world, allowing citizens and 
residents as consumers and producers 
greater choices and control over their 
incomes. 

“We trust the wisdom of the econom-
ic actors and we believe in giving our 
people full control over their future 
and destiny.”

The Prime Minister said for 2018, 
they are projecting a positive 3.5 per-
cent economic growth rate with the 
largest public sector capital projects 
will be implemented in 2018.

“This includes a major island main 
road resurfacing programme geared 
at providing the best possible road 
network in the region. The roads in 
some areas will be made wider and 
more user-friendly. We intend to offer 
a better tomorrow to road commuters 
and users. We put the interest of our 

people first.”
He also promised that Old Road Bay 
will be addressed this year. “The pe-
rennial challenge of the disruption of 
our public road in the western side of 
the island and Old Road in particular 
will be addressed by the second quar-
ter of 2018. The inconvenience and 
loss to our economy in production 
and productivity cannot be tolerated.  
My Government will begin the im-
plementation of a better and resilient 
solution to the problem at Old Road 

Bay,” PM Harris said.

The Prime Minister indicated that 
the building of a modern East Bus 
Terminal restoration of the Fisheries 
Complex at Old Road and the 
Fisherman’s Cooperative Building in 
Dieppe Bay and the starting of con-
struction of a new Basseterre High 
School are among some of the goals 
for 2018.

“This is genuine progress, which we 
are delivering to our people and the 
electorate who wisely voted for Team 
Unity.”

Prime Minister Dr. Timlothy Harris
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Cashier Needed

VACANCY
Company Name: Vida 

Liquor & Tobacco
Contact person: 

Prem : 1 869-760-5355
Inventory manager     

Requirement:  ( Liquor Knowledge, man-
age inventory, maintain records etc).

ISABELA SNACKETTE & BAR
Needed: 1 Bar tender

2 years experience Call: 662-8431

RUTH BEAUTY SALON 
Needed: One Stylist
4 years experience 

Call: 667-1290 or 764-8230

LAND OF SALE 
At Stoney Grove in Nevis

5000 square feet
Telephone  :669-5616

Study to Determine Carnival’s 
Economic Impact

By Loshaun Dixon

A feasibility study is be-
ing conducted to find out 
what impact the annual 
Carnival has on the local 
economy.

For the past two months 
the Federation has been 
engaging in a National 
Carnival dubbed Sugar 
Mas which was conclud-
ed Tuesday. It resulted 
in many residents and 
visitors spending money 
across various avenues 
and on various features 
related to Carnival.

Chairman of the National 
Carnival Committee 
Noah announced that the 
study would be done as 
a collaboration with his 
committee, officials of 
the government and an 
independent entity..

“We are seeking an in-
dependent entity and I 
have gotten word that the 
University of the West 
Indies may be contacted 
to conduct a feasibility 
study,” Mills said.

Mills stated that he was 
not aware of any prec-
edent of such a study per-
taining to Carnival being 

done in the past, but 
noted that due to the kind 
of participation in the 
festivities on a whole one 
ought to be conducted. 

“Did you see the num-
bers for Jouvert, for 

Grand Parade, for Junior 
Parade and the numbers 
for last lap? They were 
incredible,” he said.

Mills noted that it was 
important to determine 
what the factors were 

driving individuals to 
these events. 

“Maybe the product 
has improved in qual-
ity, maybe those islands 
who were affected by 
the hurricane saw some 

people coming home.”

“It was such a beautiful 
experience to see hotels, 
taxis, restaurants, bars, 
vendors on the street 
and the number of per-
sons spending money 

would have been tre-
mendous when it comes 
to financial impact,” 
Mills noted.

He added that it was im-
portant to have factual 
documentation indicat-
ing how much had been 
spent over the period 
and the effects they may 
have on the overall eco-
nomic outlook of the 
Federation. “We need 
to be in a position to say 
‘$X’ would have been 
spent in the economy. 
We want hard facts not 
opinions.” Mills noted 
that it was important to 
determine what the fac-
tors were driving indi-
viduals to these events. 

National Carnival 
dubbed Sugar Mas is 
the largest cultural cel-
ebration in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and ran 
from November 19th to 
January 2nd. The fes-
tivities featured a num-
ber of pageants, Junior 
and Senior Calypso 
Competitions, a Soca 
Monarch and street cel-
ebrations with Jouvert 
on Boxing Day and 
Grand Carnival Parade 
on New Years Day.

Chairman of the National Carnival Committee Noah Mills

2 BEDROOM HOUSE FOR RENT AT 
FARMS ESTATE IN THE ST JOHN’S AREA 

IF INTERESTED 
PLEASE CONTACT 669 -2176 

BABY SITTING SERVICES ARE NOW 

AVAILABLE

CONTACT : 763-8101 OR 669-8101

GARDENER NEEDED

AT MONTPELIER ESTATE

TEL:   662-8146 
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Commissioner Queeley Hails 2017 
improvements calls for better in 2018

By Loshaun Dixon

Commissioner of Police 
Ian Queeley has com-
mended officers of the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and  Nevis Police Force 
(RSCNPF) for the im-
provements they made 
in the fight against crime 
and lowering the murder 
rate in 2017 but encour-
aged further progresses in 
that area.

Queeley, speaking to 
Officers at the Police 
New Year’s Celebration 
Thursday morning, noted 
that the work of the of-
ficer had resulted in a de-
crease in homicides from 
31 in 2016 to 23 in 2017. 

“Your hard work and 
efforts has realised a de-
crease in homicides and 
I believe that more than 
anything else is some-
thing that the country is 
looking forward to. You 

have realised a 26% de-
crease in Homicides over 
the year before.”

Queeley stated, however,  
he believes that in order 
to successfully prevent 
crimes the police will 
have to be successful in 

detection.

“I have always said that 
one of the best ways to 
prevention is detection 
and I can say to you that 
your detection rates that 
your detection rates has 
doubled in 2017 over 

2016.” He disclosed that 
in 2016 the police had 
a detection rate of 19 
percent among the homi-
cides, while in 2017 they 
had a detection rate of 39 
percent.

Queeley indicated one 

area of concern is the 
amount of illegal firearms 
in the hands of illicit in-
dividuals despite the in-
creases in the seizures by 
the police.

“Additionally the areas 
that we are concerned 
with are fire arms we saw 
an increase in that as well. 
We took 47 firearms off 
the street in 2017 and 36 
in 2016.”

Further addressing the 
homicides Queeley added 
that although there was 
a reduction to only 23 
homicides that is still too 
many and hailed the offi-
cers for having prevented 
much more.

‘”I want to give much 
commendation to the in-
telligence department, the 
tactical departments and 
the crime directorate be-
cause detection prevents. 

We have good intelli-
gence that caused us to 
foil a lot of the blocks that 
were on going. I would 
urge you to continue in 
that vein.”

He however, noted that 
the he aims to have a 
greater community pres-
ence from the police of-
ficers in 2018.
“Something else I want 
to see in our year ahead 
is our community in-
volvement. You would 
have realised that last 
year there were two 
community groups that 
were rolled out… I told 
the Permanent Secretary 
that I believe that the 
police should have a 
presence in all the police 
districts in terms of youth 
groups.“You will also see 

as a part of that several
social intervention strate
gies and that will run con
current 
policing strategies that
will be rolled out during
the 

The Commissioner

Commissioner 
Queeley Hails 
2017... CONT’D

CONT’D ON PG 13
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as a part of that several 
social intervention strate-
gies and that will run con-
current with all the other 
policing strategies that 
will be rolled out during 
the New Year.”

The Commissioner 

informed the offi cers that 
2018 will provide oppor-
tunities for promotions.  
“There are some vacan-
cies that exist and very 
shortly the process to fi ll 
them will commence. We 
intend to take promotions 
in line with the policies 
that are laid out.” He then 
implored the offi cers to 
continue to improve on 

their efforts in 2017.

“You made a difference 
in 2017 and I want you to 
continue to make that dif-
ference in 2018…I want 
to commend you for a 
job well done in 2017 and 
we look forward to your 
continued efforts in 2018, 
this high command sup-
ports your efforts.”

Commissioner 
Queeley Hails 
2017... CONT’D

CONT’D FROM PG12
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CARICOM Moving to Create World’s 
First Climate Resilient Region

PORT-AU-PRINCE, 
Haiti

With the Bahamas 
and Dominica which 
were hit hard by hur-
ricanes in September 
both aiming to be the 
world’s first climate re-
silient nations, the wider 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) has a simi-
lar goal.

CARICOM’s incom-
ing chairman, Haiti’s 
President Jovenel Moïse 
says it’s aiming to create 
the first climate resilient 
region in the world.

“The absolute necessity 
to create a climate smart 
region is clear, given the 
effects of climate change 
which have brought us 
droughts, mega hur-
ricanes, heavy floods 
and unusual weather 
patterns, all of which 

adversely affect our 
development,” he said 
in his New Year’s mes-
sage. “The social and 
economic gains that we 
have made individually 
and collectively must 
be protected against 
the onslaught of nature. 
The CARICOM mem-
ber states’ as well as the 
region’s non-member 
states’ production of 

greenhouse gases, is 
practically nil, even 
though they bear a dis-
proportionate share of 
the consequences.”

Moïse added that the 
goodwill and pledges 
from the international 
community at two major 
global conferences in 
New York and Paris late 
last year provide hope 

that the necessary sup-
port to achieve the objec-
tive will be forthcoming.

He said these efforts 
come against the back-
drop of CARICOM’s 
Strategic Plan for the 
period 2015-19, which 
is a guide towards the 
economic, social, envi-
ronmental and techno-
logical resilience that is 
needed to produce sus-
tained growth and devel-
opment for the region.

“We are entering the 
final two years of the 
Strategic Plan and the 
results of the three part-
ners’ [Member States, 
Regional Institutions 
and the Secretariat] ef-
forts at implementing 
it are beginning to bear 
fruit.

“The solidity and 
efficiency of that 

partnership will be test-
ed as never before given 
the magnitude of the 
rebuilding task ahead of 
us. 

We have to rebuild with 
resilience now to fore-
stall damage in the fu-
ture, in other words, to 
build back better. I am 
confident that the cre-
ativity and determina-
tion of our people will 
allow us to achieve that 
goal,” said Moïse.

In his message, the new 
CARICOM chairman 
said that this year, the 
regional grouping will 
increase efforts to make 
the CARICOM Single 
Market and Economy 
(CSME) more effective 
at providing the basis 
for economic growth.

“Many of the ma-
jor legislative and 

administrative measures 
for the operations of the 
Single Market are in ef-
fect. Therefore it is now 
up to all of the stake-
holders in the public and 
private sectors to ensure 
we derive the maximum 
benefit from its provi-
sions. This would en-
able us to increase our 
intra-regional trade, 
share our best human 
resources, and encour-
age our entrepreneurs 
to expand their interests 
and provide us with a 
platform to move from 
market access to market 
presence in those coun-
tries with which we 
have trade agreements.

“The CSME undoubt-
edly remains our best 
vehicle for creating the 
economic resilience we 
need,” the Haitian lead-
er said.

ExxonMobil Set to Begin Oil 
Production in Guyana in Early 2020

GEORGET
Guyana

Oil and gas giant 
ExxonMobil says it’
likely to commence oil 
production in Guyana 
by March 2020.

Exxon’
Manager 
made the disclosure 
during a recent press 
conference where con
tents of the Stabroek 
Petroleum Agreement 
between the oil compa
ny and the Government 
of Guyana were shared.

Guyana and 
ExxonMobil entered 
into an agreement in 
July 
see the CARICOM na
tion 
profit and a two percent 
royalty
Liza Phase One could 
be 
after five years and over 
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ExxonMobil Set to Begin Oil 
Production in Guyana in Early 2020

GEORGETOWN, 
Guyana

Oil and gas giant 
ExxonMobil says it’s 
likely to commence oil 
production in Guyana 
by March 2020.

Exxon’s Country 
Manager Rod Henson 
made the disclosure 
during a recent press 
conference where con-
tents of the Stabroek 
Petroleum Agreement 
between the oil compa-
ny and the Government 
of Guyana were shared.

Guyana and 
ExxonMobil entered 
into an agreement in 
July 2016, which will 
see the CARICOM na-
tion receiving a 50/50 
profi t and a two percent 
royalty. Oil from just the 
Liza Phase One could 
be over US$1.5 billion 
after fi ve years and over 

US$7 billion over the 
life of the project.

“We are estimating 
around March 2020 
right now. That’s when 
production will start, 
and it will be some-
where between 100,000 
and 120,000 barrels a 
day and we continue 
to try to accelerate on 

that…We are trying 
to do this as we safely 
can,” Henson told 
journalists.

The oil production in 
2020 will represent only 
a fraction of the Liza 
fi eld, she said.
“Liza One was the dis-
covery well and since 

then we drilled Liza 
Two, Three and Four 
which helped us to ap-
praise the size of the 
fi eld Phase One is going 
to include 17 wells ac-
tually. It will develop 
part, not all, of the Liza 
field.”

Meanwhile, de-
fending the US$18 

million bonus paid to 
the Guyana govern-
ment and the com-
pany’s hesitation to 
make that detail pub-
lic, Henson reminded 
that the oil industry 
is a competitive one, 
where commercial in-
formation is not gener-
ally disclosed.

“It is a matter of policy 
that we don’t talk about 
what’s in our agree-
ment unless everybody 
does. We certainly 
support transparency; 
that is why we are an 
active member of or-
ganizations like EITI 
[Extractive Industries 
T r a n s p a r e n c y 
Initiative]….Through 
that organization, we 
ensure all is disclosed 
equally. We are a com-
mercial enterprise 
and we have competi-
tors and learning bits 

of information about 
how other negotia-
tions have worked or 
how our negotiations 
work, the things that 
we value provide kind 
of intellectual property 
to competitors,” he 
explained.

Adding to the conver-
sation, Exxon’s Senior 
Director, Public and 
Government Affairs 
Kimberly Brassington 
explained that the com-
pany only discloses de-
tails of its contracts at 
the lead of the respec-
tive governments.

“We follow the lead 
of the government. If 
that’s a policy of the 
law, we absolutely 
comply with that. In 
this case, it was not the 
practice. It is now, and 
the contract is full dis-
closure,” she said.
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